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p. A letter from Hosius, Bishop of Cordova (296-357),
o Constantius,
Athanasius, Hist. Ar. 44.

ius had been the ecclesiastical adviser of Constantine;
mgr?fw?lﬁﬂmk:ludingpunin?ic Nicene Cuuncﬂ,;
vigorous champion o! Athanasius, Constantius, now sole
Emperor, a fanatical Arian, was trying by threats to get
Hosius’ support (and succeeded, by viclehce, in obtaining his
sipnature to the * Blasphemy of Sirmium® in 957). Constantius
secured the condemnation of Athanasius, at Milan, 355,

where he showed his conception of his relation to the Chure
by the famous saying, * Let my will be deemed a canon among
ﬁg;u_, as it is among the Syrian bishops (Arians),* Ath. Hist.

2 8] S

. + « Cease, I implore you, from these proceedings.
Remember that you are but mortal; and be fearful of
the day of judgement and keep yourself pure with that
day in view. Do not interfere in matters ecclesiastical,
nor give us orders on such questions, but learn about
them from us. For into your hands God has put the
kingdom; the affairs of his Church he has committed
to us. If any man stole the Empire from you, he would
be resisting the ordinance of God: in the same way you
on your part should be afraid lest, in taking upon your-
self the government of the Church, you incur the guilt
of a grave offence. ‘Render unto Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s and unto God the things that are
God’s.’ We are not permitted to exercise an earthly
rule; and you, Sire, are not authorized to burn incense.
1 write thus to you out of concern for your salvation.
As for the contents of your letter; I am determined
not to write to the Arians., I anathematize their
heresy. And I will not subscribe to the indictment of
Athanasius; for both we, and the Church of Rome,

and the whole synod, acquitted him.
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