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ROCK ME TO SLEEP

Backward, turn backward, O Time, in your flight;
Make me a child again, just for to-night!

Mother, come back from the echoless shore;
Take me again to your heart as of yore,

Kiss from my forehead the furrows of care,
Smooth the few silver threads out of my hair,
Over my slumbers your loving watch keep,
Rock me to sleep, mother, rock me to sleep!

Backward, flow backward, O tide of the years!
| am so weary of toil and of tears,

Toil without recompense, tears all in vain,
Take them and give me my childhood again!

| have grown weary of dust and decay,

Weary of flinging my soul-wealth away,
Weary of sowing for others to reap,

Rock me to sleep, mother; rock me to sleep!

Tired of the hollow, the base, the untrue,

Mother, O mother, my heart calls for you!

Many a summer the grass has grown green,
Blossomed and faded - our faces between -

Yet with the strong yearning and passionate pain,
Long | to-night for your presence again:

Come from the silence so long and so deep,
Rock me to sleep, mother, rock me to sleep!
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Over my heart, in the days that are flown,

No love like mother-love ever has shone,

No other devotion abides and endures,
Faithful, unselfish, and patient like yours,
None like a mother can charm away pain
From the sick soul and world-weary brain:
Slumbers soft, calm, o'er my heavy lids creep,
Rock me to sleep, mother, rock me to sleep!

Come, let your brown hair, just lighted with gold,
Fall on your shoulders again as of old,

Let it drop over my forehead to-night,

Shading my faint eyes away from the light!

For, with its sunny-edged shadows once more,
Haply will throng all the visions of yore:

Lovingly, softly, its bright billows sweep,

Rdck me to sleep, mother, rock me to sleep!

Mother, dear mother! the yeats have been long
Since last | listened your lullaby song:

Sing, then, and unto my soul it shall seen
Womanhood's years have been only a dream;
Clasped to your heart in a loving embrace,
With your light lashes just sweeping my face,
Never hereafter to wake or to weep,

Rock me to sleep, mother, rock me 10 sleep!

MRS. AKERS
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] dwdwbwly, pnhsfpy nupénip, bn-bn qplw hhG opbpniG.
Pidh Swlniy ppk YpYyhG, wyu qhobpaiwl hwdwp Uhwy.
Uwyphy bynt'p, Jbpunupép'p, whupawquig wihn GfGbpkG,
Zpu GapkG nhp upwhn dowhl, hGyytu undnp khp pby.
Lwdpnjplibpnyn hd Gwlwwnhu wljoulibpn. G guip Jwfpk,

M Jwgbpnua Sty gulgplniws wpdwp—phbibpp nnl qqnik,
e Jppwihhu Jppwy hpult fao uhpuqbn hulnidGbpny.

Gu opopk np fplwlwd, Jw')phyy np forb fnGbd GnpkG:

N hnpnynypf wwphbbpny, b, ntyh bwn dbp nwpal pptf.

bu wwpnwuwd b nu jnglwé wplowwnwifl, wpgniGfGbpk,
NpnGf | qoup t[mm['i]}l.hgm['l, qmpﬁmhmang bppbf sbnwi.
Swptf wdpnng. whnbg npwb ot dwllyniphilu hGa b'wn wnplkf.
bu édwlépmgud b thnyhkl, fujfuwynulkG. Joruw fouwd

P hngbljwG wwnulnbbpniu, hwpunnipbulipe Junbnuft.

M JngGupbly’ ubpdwlib LG np niphyGbp hnuGafp funb.
Uw'yphy, oppt np fplwlwd, oppts np fnul Lpwnlbd GnpkG:

N qpquuGftG fubn SwpnbpniG® jowpnwly, unnphl; unun-ni-wwnhp,
Vwypby fbal', uhpwpu fbah Yp dipbwpnt, fhq Yp Yubst.

Own wlwnlhbp Twpqugbnbh junnG E YpyhG vhpwn Ywbwgbp,
“mlll[mqmpr}nthp nu pupywdbp- Gnyl dwlwlul ntdfbpp Lbp-
Uwlu6 nudqhG b6 Ywpowny bi uhpuwnwpih upnhu guuny

Bu wju qhsbp YpYhl wlquad Gbphuwyniphilipn Yp gublwd.

Byn'ip hGdh wjnfwl bplwp, wynfwb [onpniGly pnnupblly,

Ut opopk np fpGwbwds duw'yphly np £ael dunGl GnpkG:
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Pl upwpu Uty nu hnghhu, bu opbpnib wlgwé pnpnp,

My JEY niphy fwl dwyjpwlwl ubpG b juibpd bwnwqw)pbp,

Vs JtY niph; whabpihpnud Yp nhdwluy be Yp wnbek

Pwl ubpp foo' hwowwnwphd'; whwbabwukp, hwdwlbpyny.

¥y nf YpGwy dop fp Gpdwl nhipbyy hdwyby, “guip wwbb",
tnqhG pbyniwd hp hhuwlinhG, bwlGftG qqnuwud junGy ninbnhG.
Ubnd SppwihGbp' hwlnwpun, fGfnvy, swlpp Ynwbppu Yp qqnibG.
Uw'yphYy, oppt’ np fpbhwbwd, oppt np foul wnbbd GnplG:

Gyn'tp* by pnn Jwqbppy ok, nulp onyny wy pruwnp,
Mwbpy b Juwp ywwnppniwbnihG hpG opbpny jhywwnmmlny,
Pan wyu qhybp pylwG Jppwl pd Gwlwwhl, b GprwnniG
(1Y wsfbpnil ptd wlnGf nif pnn wwpwédbl' plggkd njupl.
q"m.gl: zntfhpﬁ wpbiwqubq Yplyhl mﬂquuf' hpwp pbpbﬁ

MNnp puwquniphuGG bpuqlGbpnil, wbuhfGbpnil, pd wlgbw kG,
Ubnd; uhpwqbn, nu fGfopkl wihfGbpnl Jpwy Guibpny.
Uw'jphlys byni'ps opept’ gqhu, oppt np ol JwnlbJ GnpkG.

fwngphy wyphy, Jbpghl whqud-k°pp tp np gaG pd wlwGeht
fnu opopnil bpgG bpgbghp. hhdw' bynip, bpgl’ GnpkG,

bu hnghpu whwh ppih pt fwypnipbul dhg wwphGbp

bpwq thG b Junuligniy. upwpy qwpwé nu fbq qplwé
UGhnG uppny, bu bpbuhu funinn twhady pwpphyGbpady,
Pnn w'{ bppbf bu pwpplbwd bu ny wpgniGf Yud g pubd.
Uw'yphYyy byni'p, opopt’ qhu, oppt/ np fnil dwnlbS Gnpkl:

Shuby URELMU
(Ppqut.) GEL-ULZ
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