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Chrlstmas 1992 Message of
Patriarch Dwells on Love,
Charity And Optimism

As we stand on the spot where
Christ was born, we are filled with a
feeling of utmost humility and, at the
same time, of utmost expectation.

Christ, the Saviour of Mankind,
chose to come into the world swaddled
in humble rags, bur the rags belied His
mission and His message of love, hope
and peace. Centuries and millennia
may pass, but this immortal message
will remain as valid for suffering
humanitv as when it was first
pr oclaimed unto the world two
thousand years ago.

If we were to sum up the
message of Christ and the meaning of
Christmas. we would find no werd
more appropriate than "love, " the first
and last Commandment, because that
onne word encomipasses a universe of
meaning. If we have love, then we
have everything, Without love or
charity, we are nothing. Though we
may speak with the tongues of men and
of angels, and have the gift of
prophecy, and though we may have all
faith to remove mountains, and have
not charity, we are become as
sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.

The year just ended has been a
most eventful one. For the first time in
the troubled history of our region, the
harbingers of peace are making their
voice heard across the globe. With men
of goodwill, though of opposing
idecologies, sitting across the table to
discuss peace. not war, the Middle
East stands a healthy chance of
emerging from the morass of
bloodshed it has known for so long.

After a lengthy. devastating
drought, the heavens have opened up
their floodgates and showered us with
their munificence. And. for the first
time in many, many years, the Hely
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Land enjoyed a real White Christmas
season!

May the mantle of pure, spotless
white that covered this sacred spot also
wash away our sins and sorrows, and
fill us with purity and childlike
innocence - for it is only when =2 are
like unto children thar we can aspfre fo
enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

For us Armenians, 1991 has been
particularly meaningful, In Seprember,
the Motherland celebrated her
independence. By a blessed
coincidence, 1991 also marked the
consecration of the Holy Miuron, the
Holy Oil, or Chrism. And it was only
apt that His Holiness, the Cathelicos of
All Armenians, should name this the
Miuron of Independence.

Here, in Jerusalem, our
community was galvanized by the
historic discovery of a breathtakingly
beauriful and poignant mosaic, left to
us by a humble Armenian priest more
than one thousand tweo hundred years
ago.

The unknown priest Eustacius
had entreared those who entered what
seems to have been a room in a
convent, to pray for him and for his
broether Lucas. A millennium later, we
were able to answer his plea and pray
Jor the repose of his soul, at the site
of his memorial.

Within the walls of our convent,
new winds of change continue 1o be felt
as the spirit of rejuvenation pervades
our lives. Despite the prevalent
political and economic uncertainties,
we remain firm in our faith and
determination and look ahead with
pride and courage. There is so much
more to be done for Jerusalem yet,

On the international scene, the
defeat of communism and the
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regeneration of faith among millions of and we shall never fear, for He will

Christians who had been oppressed
under various regimes, evokes, in
many people, notions of a miracle. For
those who believe in miracles, no
explanation is necessary. Every single
act of creanon 15 a miracie in useiy.

Looking forward 1o 1992, our
hearts are filled with joy and hope. For
a rrue Christian, despair is a morial sin
and a true believer never indulges in it,
since it is against his nature. and
beliefs. Neither can he be uncharitable
for to perform an uncharitable act is to
crucify Him on the Cross once again.
On this auspicious day, we renew our
Jaith in Christ, and pledge to act in
accordance with the way of life He
charted for us. He will be our guide in
the dark nighis of the soul as well as
the bright days of sunshine -
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always be our Shepherd, a tender and
loving guardian who will not rest uniil
He sees His fold safely tucked in.

Itis significant that the first
people to hear of the birth of the
Christ were humble shepherds tending
their flock in the pastures around
Bethlehem. But the glad tidings was
not resiricted 1o them: it was for all
humanity.

Muay we all be blessed with the
grace of Christ, and may all Creation
sing harmoniously and in peace, the
angelic song:

"Glory to God in the Highest,
and on earth peace, good will toward

men. "
AMEN
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