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PATRIARCH TORKOM
VISITS WESTERN DIOCESE

Fram the desert of Irag to the lofty position of the Patriarch of Jerusalem, spans seventy years of life for our Patrizre
Torkom Manoagian, the 96th successor to the threne of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem.

Nourished under the tutorage of illustrious and prominent clergymen, the late Patriarch Torkom Koushagisn and
Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan, graced in the Biblical shrines of Jerusalem and enriched with the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, gy
bended knee, he took the oath to be obedient and to serve God in the Armenian Church. Indeed, for fifty years, Patriase
Torkom became the true servant of God with an impeccable, dynamic and creative leadership in the life of the Armenian
Chureh.

His accession to the throne of 8t. James, as the Armenian Patriarch of Jeruzalem was heralded with tremendous ovation
and jubilation. Az he took the cath on bended knee to carry on the mizsionary work of the 5t. James Brotherhood m
Patriarch of the Armenian Church in Jerusalem, the entire Armenian clergy and laity, breathed a sigh of relief after the tur.
bulent period of the previous administration. We all had noble dreams of expectations to transform the Armenian Patriar.
chate of Jerusalem in the heart of Jerusalem, where Christ lived, préached and transformed the world, as a place of intellee.
tual nourishment, spiritual vitality and a source of inspiration for multitudes of pilgrims and young men to study for the
priesthood. Patriarch Torkom was called by God to head this much-needed evolution.

Patriarch Torkom Manoogian has served the Armenian Church in the United States with special distinetion and dignity
for over forty years. He served as Primate of the Western Diocese for a short period from 1962 to 1966, In 1966, he was
elected the Primate of the Eastern Diocese. He served the Armenian Church Eastern Diccese as Primate for almost &
quarter of a century with competence, concern and commitment. He became a true leader in the ecumenical circles, bringing
much honour to the Armenian Church Gnd Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin,

The Brotherhood of St. James of Jerusalem, had the wisdom and foresight to elect Archbishop Torkom Manoogian as the
Armenian Patniarch of Jerusalem. Since his accession to the throne az Patriarch, he has established close ties between the
Patriarchate and the Armenian faithful throughout the world with his informative communications, Candidly describing the
prevailing administrative, financial, and educational eondition of the Patriarchate amd his dream of transforming the
venerable institution to a place of spiritual revival and center for theological and Armenian secular education.

The Seminary at the Patriarchate is the center of gravity for the entire Armenian Church and he is determined to re
establish the magnetic atmosphere which was created during Patriarch Yeghishe Tourian, Patriarch Koushagian and
Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan.

Torkom Patriarch is a true son of the Armenian Church, a very fruitful leader in the United States, a friend of everyone
whao has met him during his ministry. This noble elergyman will be paying an official visit to United States and Canada diring

the month of September, The Patriarch will be the official guest of the Western Diocese from September 11th through
September 17th, 1991,

'l‘he_"h’e:tem Diocese will extend a warm welcome to His Beatitude by organizing Divine Liturgy at St. Peter Armenian
Amln: Ch:un:h in Van Nuys and a Banquet at the St. Gregory Church Agajanian Hall in Pasadena.

. His Berful.ude_wil] aecueaint us with the existing difficultics, plans for the future and expectations from the faithful. The
'-'-estern. Diocese is determined to assist the Patriarch during these very difficult times in order to actualize his plans and
dreams in order Lo transform the venerable Patriarchate into a bee-hive of activities and the main source of prepariag
clergymen for the Armenian Church throughout the world.

Ww\:etndﬂm, our faithful to wholeheartedly welcame Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Patriarch of Jerusalem to the

With Frayers and Blessings,

ARCHBISHOP VATCHE HOVSEPIAN
Primate
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