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Address by His Beatitude Patriarch Torkom Mancogian
At his Enthronement Ceremeony, Saturday, Oct. 27, 1990

Honourable and distinguished guests,
Friends,

One thousand six hundred years ago, Armenia became the first
nation on earth to daclare Christianity ite state religion.

The decision was nothing short of miraculous - and it
changed the history of our nation, which embraced the new
religlon of love and peace with enviable zeal.

And as If overnight, "Yerusaghem", Jerusalem, the city where
Jesus lived and preached his gospel of the coming Kingdem of God,
dcqulred a new, Immense significance for Armenlans.

Ever alnce, Armenians have gravitated towards Jerusalem in

thelr hundreds and thousands, seeking in this holy land a
tangible expression, a renewal and a reaffirmation of thelr faith
and the falth of thelr fathers.
In a very short time, Armenians had bullt their first church
here, a lodestone for the footweary pllgrims streaming across the
vast, often impassable wastes, in their quest of the wellspring
of their faith.

“Remember thlis sinper one penitent pilgrim had Inacribed
n a rock in the wilderness of Sinal.

Another, proclaimed to the world his jubilation at having
Circumnavigated the sacred mountain where Moses received the Ten
Commandments,

Others, more unassuming and nameless for ever, had chipped
thelr anonymous mark on the sturdy rocks.

The churc

h In Jerusalem socon gave way to a loftler edifice.
the Armenian Patriarchate, with the priest Abraham becoming the
Elret occupant of the Holy See, during the reign of Sultan
S:lldin. Hie unpretentious tomd lies a few feet away from us, at
the entrance to this chureh.

Ta are the descendants of those believers.
i the 1,500 years the Armentian church ha= been in exiatence
in  Jerusalem, t

d
has weathered all asorts of calamities an
Yanquished aj]) 8orts of foes, ]
cuntuB?t the one hope it has nurtured in its heart throughout the
Iles has been danied it: peace.

r o
e ‘Tla{iigf this preclous blessing, not only for our tim
the d::;:rnd?ic::gﬂr! filled with great sorrow as we cgntﬂﬂpéat:

us and sl

calamity Unparalelled { Rhs latees oo unis oreicy voeek

ction
unimaginable. ey rﬂvln?t:g. history of this land. Deatru
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But this does not mean that there is nothing to be done to
atop the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse dead in their tracks. We
can all do something. And we must do something. No matter how
snall and insignificant it may look.

i Haanganthtuin ;u En?i And as Isaiah says, "Then shalt thou
call, e Lord sha anawer: Thou shalt
T e cry, and he shall
And when the Moslem mystic calls out to God
n . + God replies and
says, "Your 'Ya Allah' {s my 'l am here.'" ‘ n

The Armenian church has always tried to inculcate in our
people a universal tolerance and respect for the beliefs of
nthara.

Never in his life ia an Armenian heard to say that that
portlon of humanity which subsists outside the pale of his own
church must of necessity be deprived of eternal salvation.

The Armenlan Patrlarchate of Jerusalem, the repository of
the immortal legacy of the Armenian church, ensures that the
members of its congregation continue to be brought up in thls
enhanced atmosphere.

The Patriarchate not only looks after the spiritual welfare
of its fold, but ls also concerned about their moral and physical
well beling.

Many of you have come a long way here to Jerusalem. Some of
fou have perhaps had to embrace a real personal risk, to ahare
our Joy with us. It makes no difference whether you believe in
this Prophet or the other. We all call on one and the same
Creator, whosa name 1la cone, ineffable, unfathomable, and who 11
"unto us an everlasting light."”

He Is there, If we want Him.

Wa thank you all for being with ua today. We are
for the many messages of support and congratulation that we
recalvaed: for the good wishes and prayers that have been sent.

His Eminence Archbishop Nerses Bozabalian. who has brought
us the bleasings of His Holiness, the Supreme Patrlarch and
Catholicos of All Armenians. .

His Eminence Archbishop Sahak Ayvazlan, representing His
Holiness the Cathollcos of the Great House of Cllicia.

His Majesty Hing Husseln, who granted us the traditional
"firman" reaffirming our rights and privileges, as the
Armenian Patriarch of the Holy Land and Jordan.

His Bxcellency Zevullun Hammer, former Minister of Religious
Affairs, who conveyed to us his= government's officlal

recognition.
The Archbishops, the Bishops and Primates from different

parts of the world who have congregated here today.

The country's leading political and religlous
Personalities, the leaders of the various local communities, the
many friends, both who follow our religion, and who follow

others.
We call upon the name of the Creator of the Universe to

bless us all, and to give us peace: SALAAM, SHALON.
Amen,

grateful
have
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