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SECRETARIAT OF STATE
Ne. 26/89/h From the Vatican, 30th January 1989

His Beatitude Yeghishe Elisha Derderian
Armenian Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem

St. James Monastery — Jerusalem

Your Beatitude,

His Holiness Pope John Paul Il duly received the message of prayerful good
wishes that you addressed to him [or feasts of Christmas and Epiphany, and for
Mew Year.

His Holiness has asked me to thank you, and to assure you that in the fes-
tive season he confided to the Lord his prayer for peace and hope for you, your
clergy, and your people. In his prayer he also asked that the pastors of all the
Churches might receive the grace to persevere with confidence on the path towards
full communion, witnessing to the Gospel together for the peace of the world and
the glory of God.

In heartfelt union with the good wishes of His Holiness, | offer my fraternal
greetings,

Yours sincere y n Christ
CARD. CASSEROLLI
Secretary of State
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LAMBETH PALACE, LONDON, SE1 7]JU
CHRISTMAS 1988

His Beatitude Yeghishe Derderian

Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem,

Your Beatitude

“He has put down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of low degree,
(Luke 1:52). 5o said Mary, the Mother of the Lord, in response to Elisabelh's greel-
ing in recognition of the coming birth of the Messiah. But so familiar have we become
with the story of the birth of Jesus Christ that we easily forget that the Word was made
flesh through the co-operation of a humble young woman; that it began in the poverty
of a stable; and that it was first revealed to simple shepherds. Here, right at the beg-
inning of the Gospel story, we find that the gulf between the glory of heaven and the
harsh realities of human existence is bridged.

This is a truth that | was privileged to experience again for myself — and to see
in the lives of many others — at Lambeth Conference which met at Canterbury earl-
ier this year. Every one of the 525 bishops who assembled from all over the Anglican
Communion had stories to tell of human misery, injustice and suffering. Sometimes the
causes were man-made — the deliberate or unintended results of political decisions.
Sometimes they were the results of natural disasters.

Yet, as the bishops talked about their pastoral ministry, we heard many stories
of how God had been discovered in a world of poverty and need. The bishops re-
peatedly bore testimony to ways in which our great and holy God had entered the
human situation and transformed it: “He has put down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of low degree,. This year the whole world has witnessed such a
: ransformation in the events that are accompanying the Millennium of the Baptism of
Kievan Rus. Our prayers are with the Churches and Peoples of the Soviet Union at
this time and especially with the sufferings of the people of Armenia,

| pray that the celebration of Christmas may renew in our own experience the
self - giving of God the Word which not only transforms the human condition, but
also the who e creation over which humankind has been given a precious stewardship,
At this holy time, I send to you and to your Church my sincere Christian

greetings .
& Your Brother in Christ

DR. ROBERT RUNCIE
Archbishop of Canterbury
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