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LAMBETH PALACE, LONDON, SE17]JU
CHRISTMAS 1987

His Beatitude Yeghishe Derderian
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem.

Your Beatitude,

The prophecy of Isaiah spoke of the Prince of Peace “of whose
government and of peace there will be no end”. As we prepare to cele-
brate again the coming of the Christ-child, that Prince of Peace, all our
Churches are called to re-dedicate ourselves to work for that peace
which Christ's coming represents.

Yet, that peace remains elusive for in worldly terms peace is
merely the absence of war. Such a peace can be negative and sterile,
held by the balance of terror. But even in these terms, 1987 has seen a
significant step forward in the agreement between the leaders of the
super-powers to eliminate part of our world's nuclear arsenal and this
can also be positive.

The biblical vision of Peace is much more than this. It is a vision
of human community in its wholeness — it is “every man under his own
vine”. | see this clearly wherever I travel — men and women who long
for the realisation of that biblical vision of wholeness which is Peace.
This longed -for Peace is far more than the absence of war.

As Christians, we believe that this vision of wholeness starts and
ends for us with the Prince of Peace, whose birth we celebrate, My
prayer is that our vision of Peace for the whole human community may
sustain our Churches throughout the coming year as we work more and
more closely for its realisation. At this joyful time, I send to you and to
your Church my warmest Christmas greetings.

Your Brother in Christ
DR. ROBERT RUNCIE
Archbishop of Canterbury
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His Holiness Eghiche
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem
Your Holiness,
Beloved Brother in the Lord,
I am cordially greeting you on the feast of the Nativity of Christ

carrying heavenly joy to all people as the great mystery of our religion
< fulfilled: God is manifested in the flesh (Tim. 3, 16).

We prayerfully glorify the greatest event and confess that the In-
carnation of God eliminated the obstacle between God and people, it
made men “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1, 4), and laid the
foundation of the Holy humanity, the New Adam.

May the Son of God who descended to the Earth fill you with
His peace, mercy and love. May He work with us for the Glory of God
and the salvation of our pious flock.

May the coming year of God's clemency become the time of be-
neficial peace for all the peoples on Earth striving for the world without
weapons and wars.

| ardently pray to the Divine Infant that He might grant you good
health for many years and blessed success in your high service.

“Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace among men . " (Luke 2, 14).
With unalterable love in our Lord,

+ PIMEN, PATRIARCH OF MOSCOW AND ALL RUSSIA
Moscow, Christmas 1987/1968
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