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SECRETARIAT OF STATE
From the Vatican, 6 May 1986
His Beatitude Yeghishe Derderian,
Armenian Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem,
St. James Monastery

At this time in the liturgical year, we are called to enter ever more deeply
into the mystery of the Death and Resurrection of Christ, a mystery which we come
to experience ever more deeply through service of our fellow men. For your mess-
age of greeting at this holy season, His Holiness Pope John Paul Il has asked me
to express his deep gratitude.

It is a joy to fulfil this charge and | do so in a spirit of faith in “Christ who
was raised from the dead to the Father's glory, that we might live a new life”
(Rom. 6:4). May the Risen Lord revive in us his gift of that “ministry of reconcili-
ation that has been entrusted to us" (2 Cor. 5:18). May He send us forth anew to
bring to the nations that peace which the world cannot give.

With respectful good wishes, | remain
Yours sincerely in Christ
CARDINAL CASAROLI
Secretary of State
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LAMBETH PALACE, LONDON, SE1 7]JU
EASTER 1986

His Beatitude Yeghishe Derderian,
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem.

Your Beatitude,

Celebrating together with you the glorious festival of Christ's resurrection, 1
greet you and your Church in the Risen Lord. Alleluial Christ is risen. He is risen
indeed. Alleluial

Easter is a festival of light. Drawing on a symbolism deeply rooted in much
religious experience, and in the life of nature itself, Christians have always seen in
light a sign of hope, a sign of the victory of good over evil, of life over death.
St. John proclaims that God is light, and that the light of God, coming with the
world in Jesus Christ, shines in the darkness, which has not overcome it. Darkness,
in fact, has been overcome by light, for God in Christ has overcome evil and death
on the Cross, and the light of that victory shines out in the Resurrection.

Yet that victory is far from complete in the life of our world. Many people
still live in darkness and in the shadow of death. Christians living in the light of the
Resurrection are called to wait as children of light, and to bring the light of God’s
love into the life of his world. Our faith in the Risen Christ impels us to fight against
evil in all its forms, and to illuminate the dark areas of human life with God's justice
and peace.
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In recent months my travels have taken me to India and Canada, where |
have met many Christian leaders. I look forward to welcoming others in the coming
months. Such meetings convince me that we are all united in a faith in the Resurr-
ection which is no mere feeling in the minds of the followers of a crucified Saviour,
but a profound experience of the new life springing from the tomb of Christ. “The
darkness is past and the true light is shining” (1 John 2:8). My prayer is that our
common witness and service to the world may make that affirmation of our Christian
faith a reality in human experience. '

Your Beatitude's Beloved Brother in Christ
DR. ROBERT RUNCIE

Archbishop of Canterbury
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