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LAMBETH PALACE, LONDON, SE1 7JU
CHRISTMAS 1985

His Beatitude Yeghishe Derderian,
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem.

Your Beatitude,

As Christians everywhere prepare to celebrate the mystery of the
Incarnation of God in Jesus Christ, [ send to you and to your Church
my warm Christmas greetings.

Our belief that God became a human being so that men and women
might share in the divine life is at the heart of our Christian faith, Jesus
Christ, the Word of God made flesh, reveals in his living, dying and
rising again both the boundless graciousness of God towards us, and
the capacity of men and women for being renewed in the image of God
by the grace of his Spirit.

It is that faith which sustains the Church in ils mission, and which
is the source of its hope in a world where the image of God is marred
by sin, and where hate and division so often predominate over love and
unity.

As we rejoice together in the celebration of Christ’s coming, so are
we joined in common prayer that God will unite all Christians in the Body
of his Son, so that the Church may be a sign of hope and an instrument
of God’s peace in the world God creates in love and in Christ suffers
o save.

Your Beatitude's Beloved Brother in Christ,
DR. ROBERT RUNCIE
Archbishop of Canterbury

—————— O OO —— ——
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