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SECRETARIAT OF STATE

His Beatitude Yeghishe Derderian,
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem.

Your Beatitude,

At this season in which we celebrate the Birth of Qur Lord you have sent His
Holiness Pope John Paul Il your greetings and good wishes, thereby increasing his
joy and strengthening the bonds of fraternal charity that link you with him.

His Holiness has asked me to thank you most cordially and to send you his
own good wishes. He joins in your prayers that all people may hear the message of
peace proclaimed by the angels on that holy night and thus learn to live in harmony
and peace.

. Be sure of my prayers to the Word Incarnate for every heavenly blessing on
yourself and your ministry.

From the Vatican, 12 january 1985

Yours sincerely in Christ
CARDINAL CASARQLI
Secretary of State

LAMBETH PALACE, LONDON, SE1 7jJU
CHRISTMAS 1984
His Beatitude Yeghishe Derderian,
.Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem.

Your Beatitude,

We celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ in a world torn by strife and violence
and afflicted by poverty and hunger. The peace Christ came to bring seems as far
off as ever.

Yet it is with this world that God identifies himself in love in the Incarnation
of his Son. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us”. The belief of the Church
that Jesus is truly God and truly man, held no less firmly by Anglicans than by ether
Christians, is the foundation of our Christian hope that God's peace will overcome
all human divisions and oppositions.

For God has identified himself with our fallen human condition in order to re-
deem us from it. He has taken on himself our human nature in order to share in our
suffering, and by suffering to overcome our sinfulness. The Passion and Resurrection
of the Incarnate Word is the foundation of our hope, and the inspiration of our
common Christian work, for reconciliation and peace.

Part of that work must be for the reconciliation of divided Christians. God
calls his Church to demonstrate how, in the Spirit ef the Incarnate Lord, men and
women of different cultures, different races and different social ordeis can live toge-
ther ‘in a peace which is not merely the absence of strife but the positive bond of love.

In sending you and your Church my warmest greetings for the Feast of Christ's
Nativity, 1 pray that our common celebration of the Incarnation of God the Word may
bear fruit in continuing progress towards the unily of all Christiars, and in still more
effective to -operation in pursuit of aur common mission to work for recanciliation

and peace in God's world.
Your Beatitude's Beloved Brother in Christ,

\ ' © DR. ROBERT RUNCIE
Vs " Archbishop of Canterbuiy
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