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SECRETARIAT OF STATE ' - -

* From the Vatican, 18 Januery 1984
His Beatitude Yeghishe Derderian,
Armenian Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem.

Your Beatitude,

The Holy Father thanks you warmly for the good wishes you sent him at Xmﬁa .

It is his heartfelt hope that the joy and peace which fill the hearts of all Christ-
jans at this season may enlighten and renew the hearts of all mankind. Only hearts
thus renewed can help to bring about in the world the reign of peace that was pro-
claimed that night in Bethlehem.

May | take this opportunity to offer Your Beatitude my own good wishes for the
New Year just beginning. With an assurance of my prayers for your intentions and
those of the Christian people entrusted to your care, I remain

Your Beatitude's devoted brother in Christ
CARDINAL CASAROLI
Secretary of State

LAMBETH PALACE, LONDON, SE1 7jU
CHRISTMAS 1983

His Beatitude Yeghishe Derderian,
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem.

Your Reatitude,

Among Christians and with all men and women of goodwill there is at the pre-
sent time an ardent desire for peace. This is especially true with the young — as |
have seen on recent visits to Eastern and Western Europe. But the peace offered by
the Christ Child at Christmas is of a more profound order than the fragile truce based
on fear of retaliation which passes for peace in the negotiations of the world’s States-
men. Christians have the duty to proclaim a Gospel of Peace based upon reconciliation
rather than national security. The Prophet Isaiah points 1o this in his Messianic vision
of God's Kingdom:

«The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down

with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together;
and a little child shall lead them» (11:6).

Such a peace — based on trust not fear — is at the heart of the Gospel and
gives the Christian Church something unique to say at a time when there is increasing
international tension in many parts of our world.

The Church also witnesses to trust and reconciliation in a divided world by the
very fact that Christians span all man-made frontiers, Our Christmas exchange of
greetings and mutual assurances of prayer are a small example of this,

In’ this spirit of the Prince of Peace, I therefore send you and your Church my

greetings, prayers, and good wishes, for the feast of Christ's birth and for the com-
ng year.

i Your Beatitude’s Beloved Brother in Christ,
DR. ROBERT RUNCIE,
Archbishop of Canterbury
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