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LAMBETH PALACE, LONDON, SE1 7]JU
CHRISTMAS 1981

His Beatitude Yeghishe Derderian,
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem.
Your Beatitude,
«And His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peaces
(Isaiah 9:6) .

The Prophet Isaiah looks forward to the birth of the Prince of Peace who iy
given to us at Christmas and whose birth we now celebrate again.

The Angels’ Gloria in Excelsis also emphasises the relation between the birth
of Christ and peace. It extends the promise of peace to all mankind: «and in earth
peace to men of good will». :

But though peace is God's gift to man through the birth of Christ, it has to be
accepted actively. «Blessed are the peace-makers», Jesus proclaimed in his preaching
ministry, «for they shall be called the children of God». Peace must be worked for
to be achieved.

Some initiatives for peace will be taken during the coming year, and I gladly
associate myself with them. I pray that what is sown in hope may bear much fruit.
To this end, however, the Christian Churches will have to speak together in a way
which transcends their individual traditions of ideology and culture.

It is my hope that they will do so, and in this hope | greet you, Your Beati-
tude, in the love and joy of the Prince of Peace. '

Your affectionate Brother in Christ, .

DR. ROBERT RUNCIE
Archbishop of Canterbury
Primate of All England and Metropolitan
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Vunnphwpp 2wing — bpncvwnbd
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Brpbibwly poduimwl Udpinpp mwpwd ppl: Uyu wap@dny dbgh Sudwp Gngbluwh Bpge
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Qb sy 2wy bllinbginy Ropfocpap be fwy fuduwibpp 4o Jubt Qbpy Udbbw-
qqunninPhul fipbvg whpwghp be wpinuwgfil ghnphwinpot B ilbpl e pupbdwqfne-
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