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“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the

memhers of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with

Christ. For by ons Spirit we were all baptized into one body”
{1 Cor. 12, 3b-13).

The apostle Paul, in his letter addressed to the Corinthians, shows us by
the example of the body, which although has different members, that all cooperate
to the good and barmonious activity of the body. Similarly, Christians although
endowed with different graces and powers, vet all are provided by the same Spi-
rit: their duty is to be the constructive members of the body of Christ. Consi-
dering the productive activity of the different members, the apostle Paul exhorts
the Christians to cooperate by the way of love to the living preservation of the
Christian heritage, because "we sre Christ's body, and specially his members”.
Graces, which are given to us by the example of the talents, must be utilized for
the glory of the Lord. We, coming from different nationalities, have specific
hereditary ways of thinking, but these are not obstacles that we may be one in
Christ, “because by ong Spirit we were all baptized into one body” (1 Cor. 12,
8b.13). Graces, which are given to us, must be used to spread the good news
of salvation of Christ throughout the world. We were saved by Christ and we
became new creatures. The present century, despite its gigantic scientific ach-
ievements, remains a dwarf in the spiritual and moral realm. A pure bumanistic
culture does not satisfy the deep desires of the human soul. Man is thirsty of
the heavenly and the divine. Christ with His divine revelation brought this
divine reality into the world. It is our duty, as religious communities and as
Christians, to live that divine reality, the great event of salvation in ocur daily
life. As the different members harmoniously cooperate with each other with a sec-
ret law of love, we also as Christians of different communities, must cooperate,
love being the foundation and the driving force of our activities, as the apostle
Paul says (1 Cor. 12:26): “If one of the members is in trouble, all members are
in trouble with him, and if one of the members is glorified, all members are
rejoicing with him". As a consequence of our racial specific qualities. religious
communities and nations are complementary to each other in the great human
harmonious society. A living Christianity will make disappear from this world a
Yot of sad scenes. We cannot imagine a Christianity without a living reality, rad-
jation and warmth. Without these, Christianity is not convincing and it cannot
testify before men its divine character.

The ecumenical circle of Jerusalem had the laudable idea of establishing
this week of prayer for Christian Unity. This collective multinational Christian
movement is essential in our epoch where atheism, materialism and sensual
pleasures are being the only goal of life. The ecumenical movement, as a strong
spiritual - moral body, will shake the world from its moral lethargy and will testify
to the world the productive principles of Christianity.

The ecumenical circle of Jerusalem, with the positive activities of its
members, is & must in this Holy City, before the exigencies of our epoch, Let
that God endow the Greek Patriarchal Seat with a new Patriarch, Let
us pray, that God keep the religious leaders of the world consciousl .of th.eir
respansibilities, that political leaders of the world act acco?d?ng'to the d?vme prin-
ciples of Christian Jove snd justice, in order that wars, injustices, e.gmsms . d‘es-
potisms may disappear from this world, to be replaced by th.e productive Chrfstfan
ethics of love. Let us, with our life and activity, be the builders of the Christian

Kingdom in this world.

us pray.
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