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LAMBETH PALACE, LONDON, SE1 7]JU
CHRISTMAS 1980

His Beatitude Yeghishe Derderian,
Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem.

Your Beatitude,

The seasons of Advent and Christmas challenge Christians to identify themselves
with the yearnings of a suffering world in its search for a saviour. They also point to
the Word made flesh as the source and goal of mankind's true hope: Jesus Christ
true God and true Man,

I therefore greet you at this time when we celebrate our Christian fellowship
and are reminded of the wider humanity into which our Lord was born in the humble
stable at Bethlehem.

Marred as that humanity is by injustice, want and war — by personal and social
sin — it is for the Church to witness that the whole human race is called to reflect
God's face, not only because He is our creator but also because He became incarnate
“for us men and for our salvation”. The Son of Man shared our human lot, death
included, to raise us to a new humanity,

I wish you a time of refreshment and renewal as you celebrate the birth of
Christ: may His peace and joy be yours.

Your Beatitude’s beloved Brother in Christ,

ROBERT CANTUAR
Archbishop of Canterbury
Primate of All England and Metropolitan
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