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THY KINGDOM COME

Once again we started the year with a pilgrimage to Bethlehem, the city of King David,
to rejoice and say: “Born is the new king in Bethlehem”. Like the Wise Men, we took to the
Manger brilliant candles, frankincense, exquisite vestments, glorious ceremonies and magnificent
processions: we knelt in adoration before the Child-God. We journeyed, with a deep swelling
in our hearts in the feeling that the divine promise of the advent of the Messiah had been ma-
terialised. The conviction that “he was the man to liberate Israel” (Luke, 24:20) persisted in
our minds.

Yet, once again, we returned from Bethlehem with heavy hearts, similar to the pathways
of Emmaus, because a question was tormenting our consciousness: “Where is the kingdom, the
hope of which was born in Bethlehem? Could we, twenty centuries later, say that our era, with
its civilisation and achievements, would be the promised and expected Kingdom? Where is the
peace which Jesus granted to His disciples as the supreme legacy? Where is justice in the inter-
relationship of peoples and states? Where is the triumph of truth, ‘the power of peace', as His
Holiness the Pope defined it in his message of peace?”

The Christian world today is undergoing undoubtedly a crucial crisis. In the philosophies
and ideologies of the rulers of the world, one could hardly notice the signs of the kingdom to
come,
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The only sign about which we Christians should cherish no doubt is the Church. How.
ever, let us frankly question ourselves: could a shattered church be the sign of the Kingdom of
God, in a world that does not believe? “Thy Kingdom come” would have meant first, “let the
unity of the Church of Christ come”] Is it not true that the Church of Christ will be the yeaw
of the unity of mankind?

We are still very remote from the kingdom of Christ and will be far off from it so long
as our differences dominate over us within the Church.

By the Incarnation of God, the kingdom of Christ was ushered into the hearts of the
multitudes and “we witnessed His Glory”, but the witness of the Church is not yet “such glory
as befits the Father's only Son, full of grace and truth".

The fact that all the Christian Churches will assemble in Melbourne to meditate abou
the Kingdom of God in the light of the mission of the Church is a great sign of hope, for
thuse who believe in the advent of the Kingdom. That hope grows when we witness how the
Churches turn more their at'ention towards the poor, the homeless, the oppressed, the impri.
soned, the man deprived of his most elementary rights and ponder that their mission is to re.
store in man his dignity. Perhaps the consciousness of this mission will unite all the Churdhes
in their strugzle for justice before uniting them around the altar of God, because our supreme
hope is the sharing of all in the same Eucharist, the real image of the Kingdom .

The entire eucharistic liturgy unfolds within the perspective of the Kingdom, which is its
raison d'étre and its finality. When all the faithful come to communicate, they enter into the
splendour of the Kingdom. Everything is given to us in the communion, yet everything is not
accomplished. The efficiency of the Church’s missionary witness depends on the authenticity of
our communion. Qur ability to present the light of the Kingdom to the world is 'p'ro]]g"jg-nu[f
to the degree in which we recieve it in the eucharistic mystery.

As long as today’s world is not able to repeat about us the old world's words about the
first Christians: “See how these Christians love one another”, as long as the sharing of material
things and concern for the poor are not the spontaneous expression of that Christian love, we
will continue to feel the sadness of the Emmaus travellers. The joy of the Kingdom will radiate
again from the Churches when, together, Christ the King will be “recognised by them at the
breaking of the bread”.

In this week of commaon praver for the umity of the Church, Iet us Taige our eves o
wards the Cross, the instrument of divine love, who ignores no human suffering and ::Iistmss
and up to whom rise the blood and tears of the oppressed. Let the two arms of that Cross
embrace us all in His love, when we embrace each other in an embrace of peace, asking His
forgiveness for the poverty of our souls.

Blessed be the Kingdom of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit — Amen .
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