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Your Beatitude, Your Grace, Reverend fathers and fellow graduates,

I stand here with mixed feelings of joy and sorrow. Joy for the pri.
vilege of terminating the first course of studies at this venerable institution
nd sorrow which the mystery of the moment inspires.

Our formative years were spent in an ideal setting. On the one
hand the historical and civilizational uniqueness of Jerusalem and on  the
other hand the particularly rich Armenian character of our institution .

Qur life was packed with experiences; spiritual, cultural, human,
which were so lavishly provided for us.

In recent years the Seminary has been undergoing radical changes
in all spheres due to the dynamic personality of our superior Bishop Shahe,
who singlemindedly worked tewards the objective of training educated clergy
for the pressing needs of Armenian Diaspora. He personally supervised the
educational growth of the Seminary. His determination and fastidiousness
were a stimulus for us to meet the challenge on our path. In him we see
a father who with infinite patience and love listened to our problems, for-
gave our shortcomings: who gave so much of his precious time to make
of this institution a genuine educational bastion to keep pace with the exi-
gencies of the twentieth century.

This Seminary was more than a home for us. Perhaps we are un-
aware of the magnitude of the human, material sacrifices which went into
the development of this institution. But those sacrifices were made ir the
spirit of the convictions which is the tradition of the St. James Brotherhood .

Four years ago, a new element was introduced into the student hud}'.
Students from Turkey began to arrive. The Patriarchate received them with
warmth, emotion and high expectations as representatives of historical Ar-
menia. Due to the colleciive efforts and love of brotherhood they were
successfully and easily integrated in the life of the convent. Two of them
are already in the service of our church. The challenge for us is to prove
ourselves by being true to our vocation, spirt and commitments which we
s0 willingly embraced. The present generation of Armenian youth is “the
generation of decision”, The whole future of our culture in the diaspora
depends upon the devotion, determination of this generation. We are privi-
leged of being given the opportunity to be in the service of the church,
which plays a leading role in our community life.

In Jerusalem our consciousness was deepened. our feclings enriched
by this particular array of conditions which are so conducive for developing
a sound Armenian personality.
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All these would have been impossible if not for the personal atten.
tion of our beloved Patriarch. Our institution occupied a central position in
his mind. He imparted us his noble human convictions, his love of ljte
rature and all the virtues he embodies. On many occasions, in the tradition
of the Lord, His Beatitude dined with us and his presence in our midst
was both a privilege and source of joy.

Your Beatitude, you were a model for us and will continue to be a
paradigm of wisdom, national responsibility and deep sense of Christian
charity and justice.

Our gratitude to all responsible fathers and laymen alike, to our
teachers and for all concerned who were devoted forging our educational
personality, believing that we in our turn will carry out our obligations to-
wards our nation which so much needs the services of every educated mem-
ber,

Bhuh fp wfun]bpsh hwligbubl . gwi houshly Tuypogfibwb §p pouls
Mk wnpnu ‘brupbwii)s hbwbfhG wohb ;

A i i
At this point | address my word to my fellow graduates.
So far we have been receptive, we were the object of attention. no-

thing was denied to us, all
and this, despite the modest ¢
education and life .

Did we avail ourselves of these unique opportunities accorded to us?
Were we responsible in gur behavior? Did we fulfl our promises and de-
mands of ourselves? These are questions for every graduate to ask.

Your Beatitude, we assure you to express our gratitude through our

devut:-:hn in the service of this ancient church and nation, bearing in mind
that “the chosen are few".

This is the challenge which lies ahead .

our demands were met perhaps even more,
esources of the Patriarchate. All blessings of
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