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Your Beatitude,

[ am happy to welcome Your Beatitude
to present to you, by command of His Majesty
the King, the High Berat in signification of
His Majesty’'s Royal recognition and approval
of your election as Armenian Patriarch of Je-
rusalem, and I fake this opportunity of con-
veying to you my congratulations on your ac-
cession to the throne of this historic See and
of expressing to you every good wish for
many years of health and strength in the dis-
charge of your exalted duties.

Your Beatitude has rendered long and
distinguished service to the Armenian Com-
munity in Jerusalem. Consecrated Bishop in
1924, you have served 17 years in the respon-
sible office of Grand Sacristan, while for twenty
years you were Head of the Theological School.
I am confident that, with such a record behind

ROYAL-SEAL

you, you will prove a worthy successor to your
late beloved Patriarch, Thorgom Goushakian,
who filled the See with distinction and dignity
for a period of some seven years until his la-
mented death in February last.

Your Beatitude has been called to your
high office at a time when the British Empire
and its allies are engaged in a relentless struggle
against attempts to dominate the world by a
cruel and ruthless tyranny, and the effects of
this struggle will be felt in Palestine as in' the
rest of the world. Friendly relations have for
long existed between Great Brifain and the Ar-
menian people, and I know that I may rely
on the loyal support of Your Beatitude 'and
of the Armenian community in Palestine in
this time of trial,

I will now read the Royal Commission
of Appointment dated 17" August, 1939,

GEORGE R. 1.

GEORGE THE SIXTH, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, Ireland
and the British Dominions beyond the Seas King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor
of India: To all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting.

WHEREAS the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem being lately vacant by

the death of His Beatitude Thorgom Kouchakian, the Most Reverend Archbishop
Mesrob Nishanian, Grand Sacristan of the Patriarchate, has been duly elected by
resolution of the General Assembly of the Armenian Congregation, sitting at Jeru-
salem on Tuesday, the eighteenth day of April, and Wednesday, the mineteenth
day of April, 1939, to be Patriarch in his stead and to exercise the ancient rights
and functions of that office.

WE, accepting of such Election do by these presents signify our Royal
Recognition and Approval of the appointment of the said Most Reverend Archbishop
Mesrob Nishanian to the office aforesaid, and confirm him in the exercise of the
said rights and functions and do hereby invest him with all the rights, powers,
Jjurisdictions, privileges and immunities, which are by law appurtenant to the said
office, or are by ancient custom or practice held and enjoyed in conjunction
therewith,

_ Given at Our Court at Saint James's this Seventeenth day of August, 1939,
in the Third Year of Our Reign. )

By His Majesty's Command,
MALCOLM MacDONALD,
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