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SUMMARY
THE ORIGIN OF DESTIGNS
OF THE C’OINS OF LEVON I

The study of the designs of the coins

of Levon I (1198-1218) of Cilician Armen-
ia indicates that the obverse of the trams

showing the king seated on a throne or-
namented with lions is patterned after the
bracteates of Henri VI from whom Leon
received his crown. The reverse of these
coins having two lions — rampant regar-
dant — is peculiarly Armenian in design
and may be considered an importent cont-
ribution to numismatic art. A number of
instances are given where this design of
lions flanking the tree of life occurs in
textiles, manuscrips ete. The tree of life
has been replaced by a cross on the re-
verse of Levon’s coins. The coronation
trams are most likely modifications of si-
milar Byzantine coins. The single lion
design of the double-tram series showing
a crowned lion holding a cross is also quite
original in desige and markedly defferent
¢rom the lions of bracteates or other coins.
The obverse of the copper coins having the
leonine head of the king crowned and
bearded is again an original design. The
reverse of the copper coins is Byzantine
in origin with the addition of two stars.

Paul Z. Bedoukian
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SUMMARY
THE ORIGIN OF DESTIGNS
OF THE C’OINS OF LEVON I

The study of the designs of the coins

of Levon I (1198-1218) of Cilician Armen-
ia indicates that the obverse of the trams

showing the king seated on a throne or-
namented with lions is patterned after the
bracteates of Henri VI from whom Leon
received his crown. The reverse of these
coins having two lions — rampant regar-
dant — is peculiarly Armenian in design
and may be considered an importent cont-
ribution to numismatic art. A number of
instances are given where this design of
lions flanking the tree of life occurs in
textiles, manuscrips ete. The tree of life
has been replaced by a cross on the re-
verse of Levon’s coins. The coronation
trams are most likely modifications of si-
milar Byzantine coins. The single lion
design of the double-tram series showing
a crowned lion holding a cross is also quite
original in desige and markedly defferent
¢rom the lions of bracteates or other coins.
The obverse of the copper coins having the
leonine head of the king crowned and
bearded is again an original design. The
reverse of the copper coins is Byzantine
in origin with the addition of two stars.

Paul Z. Bedoukian
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