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o Movsgs Xorenaci is considered to be
Thiz ga;glei; (;)f Armenian historiography.”
bz 1;; iSte id not prfzvent his work from
e i rusted an_d disputed as fraudulent
ption of certain literary sources. The
present book written by Aram Topchyan
Senior Researcher at the Matenadaran of Ye:
szfln (Mashtots Institute of Ancient Manu-
: ripts), is a relecture of a number of Greek
S?ggie: th;ls fa.vouring a nuanced under-
i hgav;)b which sources and how they
een used by the historiographer-

trace;rht(; . at;thor’s inFroduFtion ‘(pp. 1-15)
siiblebe Teh Ontrox‘rersml discussion on the
dii il va‘;nStratmg how a pt?jorative view
references h:e of XIOI'eDﬂC-‘I'S }?istorical
hyperecritical AR Smjce t!]e
A vori Gl Silmd_Y of the German _orlentahst
depades the:; mid ( 1887). But in the last
of fessoning Cfnerged a more moderate Way
in several % 21.“"“ o mention G. Traina and
denils (d e?_tu ies the f}uthor of this book. He
domin . his aim “to re-examine the
the ‘GE;I;L 1Z.',lews on Xorenac‘i’s references to
the trend of a“thofs in question, particularly
a5 derisin regarding all the related passages
Hrrrend g ?XCluswely from the old
aiidl 2.222 HEIpIong of Busebius’ Chronicle
siastical History” (p. 15)-

rcfersgcthree runs A. Topchyan examine§ the
Abyden es to Berossus, Alexander Polyhistor,
Julius A‘;S' - ,CePha“OH (pp. 17-64), ©
o Fi .I’f,lca}uus Chronicle (pp. 65-100), and
D T g T 101-116) i
ik et History of Armenia in order to
ake evident that the latter had knowledge

from those sources not only through Eusebius
and that the deyiations from Eusebius need
not necessarily be considered as fabrications
or inventions. Several key passages of the
mentioned sources arc juxtaposed and conf-

ronted with the Eusebian and Xorenac’ian

versions in philological and historical

discussion.

To give an
worked I would lik
reference t0 Cephalio
Xorenac'i’s History of
passage has been 2 subject
misinterpretation, and in this case, again, von
Gutschmids judgement (1&76) dominated in
assessments 0f philologists and historians in
the following hundred years Of more. Based
on Eusebius’ Chronicle 1, 93-94, he regarded
this passage a fake and fabricated.

The author of the present study re-
examines Von Gutschmid’s interpretation me-
ticulously. He juxtaposes both textual sequen-
ces (p- 49). This makes it immediately evi-
dent that there is no literary dependency.

have in common is

What the tWo excerpts Comis
their topic. «Xorenac‘i’s quotation 18 inde-

pendent of Eusebius’ Chronicle” (p- 47) — a
by Langlois already some 15

idea of how the author has
e to mention the first
n, with a quotation, n
Armenia (1, 5)- This
of considerable

thought uttered . :

years pefore von Gutschmids verdict.
A. Topehyan convincingly states:
from the lost writing of

“Xorenac‘i cited P _
Cephalion not through Eusebius Chronicle

put either directly of, a5 is more probable,
through another own source.” (p 48).
Thus he is refuting yon Gutschmids VieW of

denying Ccphalion’s passage as authentical.
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And he is doing this by philological exdmi-
nation of the Greek terms in question and the
use of their equivalents in Armenian historio-
graphy (Agat‘angelos, Lazar P‘arpec'i, Yov-
hannes Drasxanakertc‘i) and by logical argu-
menation (pp. 51-54).

Finally, the author discusses further de-
tails connected with the passage: Cephalion’s
laconic style and the didactic character of his
work corroborated by the patriarch Photius
and the reference to “rulers/kings” both in
Cephalion’s passage and in the biographical
information about him in the Swda exicon.
This makes it even'inore convincing that “the
genuineness of the passage quoted by Xore-
nac‘i from ‘one chapter’ of [Cephalion’s] lost
‘Nine Muses’ has been denied groundlessly.”
(- 55).

This methodological approach (refering
the status quaestionis — quotation of severa]
crucial passages — philological and historico-
critical analysis — critical conclusions) is
employed throughout the book. And the
results of this kind of relecture are sum-
marized with all caution, modesty and sober-
ness: “it is unjustified to assert that all devia-
tions from Eusebius in the references to the
authors in question are merely Movsas®
inventions” (p. 118), which is quite convin-
cing. He is deducing his conclusions with a]]

necessary moderation, because the source
material is poor. The methodological access,
anyhow, of taking into consideration even
“minor” sources with scolarly meticulousness
has opened the door for further invstigations
that again will confirm the results given here.
It is the main merit of Aram Topchyan’s
study to actually have re-opened the door:
again it is possible to regard Movsés Xorena-
¢‘’s work as not just an artefact but genuine,
and often reliable, historiography — a result
being assured by a methologically neat access

which bears fruits more fair and Jjust towards
historical events.

The reviewer supposes that future
studies could include Syriac sources, too, in
order to gain final evidence. The author
himself has several times referred to sources
in the “Chaldaean” (p. 28, 41, 62) or “Ara-
maic” (p. 28, n. 50) language or of “Baby-
lonian origin” (p. 41, 44) etc. Possibly, some

material is still unedited preserved in a few
manuscripts.

ERICH RENHART
VESTIGIA - Manuscript Research
Centre, University of Graz/Austria
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