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CONTENT LAYERS AND LINGUO-STYLISTIC FEATURES OF
RIDDLES IN THE ARMENIAN FOLKLORE OF SHIRAK

Hasmik H. Matikyan

Shirak Center for Armenological Studies NAS
Shirak State University after M. Nalbandyan, Gyumri, RA

Abstract

Introduction: The riddle constitutes one of the most vibrant and enduring genres within the
folklore tradition of the Shirak region. As in other folklore genres, riddles also contain structural
elements that are rooted in formulaic patterns and archetypal modes of thinking. This article
examines the semantic and thematic features of riddles, with particular emphasis on examples
recorded in Shirak. Methods and Materials: The study employs folkloristic, textological, and
interview-based methods in the analysis of riddles collected in the Shirak region. Analysis.
Diachronic recordings of riddles have been examined in order to identify their structural, semantic,
and stylistic characteristics. Results: The traditional manifestations of Shirak riddles reveal

distinctive formulaic structures and reflect key features of archaic modes of thought that have been
preserved within the regional oral tradition.
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VU WP UF UL Putwhnmumpjut Juplnp dwbp Bu hwubniyutpp, npnup
mibkl nwpupinyp gnpsurnyp tnwjupduljwl, unupujupduljui, dwudwbgughis
Epplidt ndJupnipinit b wpwgwbinid pnply hwiiknih hwugbwnhpnep” dkswhwuwl
Jud EpEhow: Ywt wupq jupnigyuspny hwtbknijubp, npnip wnwghtt hwijugphg wkwnp
E nitttwt dwinty hwugbwuntp, vwjuyt wyn mwbpunbpp Eppbdt pndwiinunud Bu how-
gnyt dnnwdnnnipjult nwppkp, pnuinulughtt wuppkp okpuntp, dknwhdwunibp:
N&wljwt htwpubpp, duubwdnpuybu widtwnpnidt nt hwdbdwnnipniup, dbnwh-
dwuwn wywhnynn wuwnlkpubp o hwikniyh mkpuwnnid:

Guunwpjws nurnuhtt wytwnwipubph dudwbul] pwtwuwgubphg swnkpp
pnipnipjudp skhtt wnwbdwginid dwitjulju hwubnijubpp: Cun knipjut, nddupne-
pintup wpubnhwyuwihtt mwppbph weunipmiit Enpny hwkniutpnud:

Mpwgpuy L, np Ukpubu Cunphwihtt wpwbdtwhwwnntly wnbn t hwnlugpty
dwtuwlwb hwubnijubpht, npntp qpwsé L dudwbwlh funuwlgulub (Ekqyny: Lw
unbinénid L hwknihh puuwlwt mhw, npp pununid k pugophtiwjdws wnwplu [7]:

U. Zwpnipymibyubh pinpnpdudp hwiknilyp punugus b kpynt wwppbp dw-
ubphg hwibniujht wuwnlkphg b gpu nwl) pupws hwikimlyh poih wpwpljughg
(wnwplwubphg), np whwup k gnipwlyyh [1, ke 250]:

Utp hwdnquundp hwibjniyuyht yunljbpp dbudnpnud £ nuljub pubwnup-
Anudubph hwpdht.

Swubikpynt snppwt

Cwpyt) L, Yeppwl.[6, Ly 502]
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U.. Utuguljwiywup Zuy dholunuppul hubkmnifakp qppmd pungdmd b dnnnypnuljui
U htnhtwluyhtt hwitkinjiutiph phdunhl pingpluwi vwhdwbibpp juplnpln] wanjw-
Swpwtjutt ghinthputipp, Ypntwljut wojuwphwywgpnp, ntunignnujut punypen [5]:

Zuukniubpp wjwinujut putwhnuunieyut hhtt nkuwljubphg tu b dwbipuyght
tjupugpny wunuind o Jhyulub pubwhplunipjutp: Lputp wnws-wwuwugyusdp-
tbkph htn dhwuht Jhyuljwl pubwhpumpui dbe juqunid ko dh mpnygh pudht
puptjwsd hdwunny nt junppuyht pndwimpulnipiudp: Gpjnt nkuwljutpnd ) ju qunun-
twgpyus inbpun, hwbbnijught dwuw: Ukepkpkup shpuljjut winws-wuwgyuspubp.

Eop sE wnsh E// Cul phpubip pwipwip Epallk 7 Qniph pp dundihny Gippuw /7 Uwp
1 dnp nkpunkph hnp // Smank hnthngh uninp sE// Shpnipl nkpl F uapk, Ulinkphi
qlyl Eunupky/:

Zwubniyp dognyppuljui pubwhniunipyut jupbnpugny dwipkphg dkyu L,
nph unbnsdwt hwdwp hhdp E dwnwjkp dupgp hp oppwu dhowjuypny, Yhugunny,
unynpnipjniutpny b hwjuwwnwhputpny:

Zwubnijuyhtt yuwwnlbpp pun hwdwju pnduinujnd £ wjugujut dowlng-
ph wikwnwppbp pununphsibp’ nunkuwm, grugyuénipnit, nnbwlwh dowlhnymp, wp-
Ak, npnig hwugbwnbpp dkdwhwuwl t:

Chpwl. huyng pubwhmiuwlwl owlnipp hudwhwwp donnnjwdnit wnwbad-
twinud E hwiubnijubiph puqduquimipjudp (punipjut Epbinyputpht wnbisynn hwik-
[mukp wpl, (nuuhb, jupynun, wungbp, jugdwl, ghobp, Upgbphtt m pubewpbinbit-
pht Ykpupkpnn hwikimlutp tnn, punnn, ddtpndy, Shpwb, (nph b wyb, jhipubulu
woliwphhtt wnlisyny hwiknukp’ Yny, &h, hwy, nspowp, Juwnnt, Uniy, gnpun b wyb),
npp tkpuyugtnid £ nupwswopewh phwlsnipjut hbnmwppppnipniutbpp, Yeugunp,
opowju vhowjuypp hp Jhugutwlui b ppiuwjut wipfuwphny:

Unwohti hwjugphg wyu hwitkjmlyutpp Jupnn kb nignyby bpkewbph’ wpugdw-
twnpyws phdiwnhl yupqnipjudp: Uuuyt pnduiquljuyhtt yjwinwd wyju hwknt-
Juyhtt dhwynpubpt niukt pnduwinuljuyhtt wwppkp okpnkp, nph gnipwynudp nddup k&
twh Ukdwhwuwljubph hwdwnp:

Utgpbipkup Ukl ophiwl
Euwntn yniynig,
Euwntin wniynig,
Epplytu pniu:
(Uply) (6, k9 502)
Gundl

Nqnh kYtinkgh, nulm] qupljkgh,
“niop pugh, Ui dkop hwdpnipkgh,
Blw tpphl, pwp pgh:
(RuEpntl) (6, ke 504)
Zwubniyh wdktwwywpg dup hwpghwibndy b Chpuljjut hwiknjubpnd gk-
pwlumnud ku htnljuw vjuusp-pwtwdbbnn. £z pisa £ Ea plsp Yud fpphwu hwbka:
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Uju ujujusp-pmtmdlitnhtt gniquhtn ogunugnpéynid k twb hwibkiniy-hwtdwibniy
wpunwhwjnnipiniip, npp hwwbwpwn shpwljjut Swgnid niuh:

Zubkndy,

Zubdwbnly,

Otpp dumhy,

Suljt wybnily: [6, 504]:

Zuubnijubpb pun nsdwt wpwplubph yuuwlupgljhu® wdju] wowpluygh
nul] kb hwdwhdpdnud upw JEpwpbpyu) wuynn pnnp wyt puqduuhuh hwtbniyukpp,
npnup mupphp dwdwbwlutpnud hnphtdby B wyn wnwpuygh onipon:

NEwjut puwbwnupdnidubpp wpnwhwynhy ot wqnnt Eu pupdunud Thpulh
dwtulwb hwibnuubpp: Zwdwpungby B gniiughtt wwnlkpubpp:

Puttwuwgutph hunnppuudp hwubknuyp dwpgnid k tpEough dhupp, phgug-
tntd £ dinwhnphqniip” qupquigibing npudwpubnipyndbp:

Gphluwutpht hwugbwgpywé hwuknijutpp tpptidt quntind Bu yunnidwyght.
hwubni] wunnp pdupynidutpny, puguunpnipnibubpny £ junwupmd hwpgunpnudp
[8]: Pwiwuwg Y. Quipqupjutp /Sudby £ p. Ynudphnid, 1959p./ Epynt hwukniyh oph-
twlny dkq puguunpkg hwibnijh dunnigdut tnubwlp tpEpwibph hwdwp. «2dh
tpt Epkluntt snp nt gudwp «Od» yyuuwupwunyg hwukniyp wuktp, Jupnn L sgniowlt,
puyg bpbl ophtiwl] puguunpkup, np nputhg wdwop pwn k, unnbkph dky, Junutqunp k,
Jupnn & jutht, ppwt wdbih hown Yhnth gqunlbpugul), ph htsh dwuhb E junupp: buly
«pnipuh» hwitkymlyp. hhuhldw kpbjubpp it ghwnkt’ pnipuht nph k.

Uowipdyh, nup snibih,

Uwnpuwy k, wny sniup:
(od) [9]:

2npu whuytp B Uk Jipdwljh mmwl:
(pnipup) [9]:

Uduunulw dpwlnyphtt wntsynn hwbknijubpp Epplidt ndqupgnipwljth Eu
EpEhwttph hwdwp, hwnjuybo wt qupugquynud, Epp tputp widhgwljut Ypnnp sk
tnk) wyn dowlnyph: Chpulh dwijwjwunug tpgipnd wjwinuljwi dywlnyph pu-
nuppunwppbpt niikt YEhuntbwlnieni, b Epkowibpp bppbidt wudhpwlut duubw-
Jhgt tu nunind YEugunnid juwnwpynn gopénnnipniutbpht: Mpwqpuy opptiwl k
Tviingh, hwpngh ohpwljywt kpgp, npp Eppidu tpgdby £ didwhwuwlh, tpphdu b Epkijuw-
1h Ynnuhg: Ujuhtipt' kpkjuwh ipphpwint dmpynud £ wyy dhgw]uyphb, nbkutnid E jutin-
gh hwupbint gnpénnmipjnitp, b punn bnipjub, Yupnn b vingh pun-hwtbniyp hus-np
wnniudny wowyk) wpwg gnipwlly:

Utiq hwonnyby k gty L. Cunphwnt dwuuwljwh hwubniutinhg vanghi.

Znnhg phukght,

Pngnid ppstght,
Yufutighti unitihg,
Swipwily, pkpkghi: [7, 15]
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Bphjuugh hwdwp wnwpluyh &nddbnt gnpénnnipiniup hnipnn dheongu k qunun-
twgpjus wnwplub qunikint: Ukepkpkup puwtwuwg 9. Uwpqupjuuh /sudk) £ 1943 p.
Chpwyh dwupgh Ywwu phwuwduypnud/ juwunbpgp.

Iutingh, hwipngh,
Swipu, pkpkgh,
Yupwgqp puthg hwutkgh. [9]:

Zutubnifh nkpunmd qnpéwddws nwpwi-phpkghl qnpénnnipju Yplunipniup
wlhwypn t twl dubjulwi potwhmuwlwy wkpunnd  wwpw, phpkgh payjulub
dhwnph dbppbpdudp.

b uuinght ddnud Eph,
Uh qun] nwpu, phipkghp,
Yuwp nt dwénit Yepgph: [9]:

ULl wy) fulngh wpuinuuuubing hwikmynud puguljuynid b hwbkpnijughi
wnwplugh bujut tdwtnipiniup mupnipkpnidh htwn, npp phun npddupbkgunud k
hwubtnihh gniowlynudp.

‘Luwnhd £ni,

Uphd qynd,

Qpuuyqpuuyuikl puupd (4. (gkd) b dn:
Chpwl - Upmnipjul, Quinih

Uty wy hwibniynd gnpstnt wnt b pun-yuwnwupuwip, npp bu fjunund k

Chpwulih wjwinulub jhugunnd inbtwjtwugnpénipjut jupltnp niph dwuhic
Zhug whuwtp b,
Bplyniup Yowpk,
Zhugp pwlb Yypkh,
Np okup owpkic
(gnpdkynt duy) [9]:
2htq wuybp dh hnph
dpw jupjuwnhte
(wunkp) (6, ko 511)
Zmubmp npybu putwunbnswlub winknswgnpsnipeinit, nibh nipnyl hwi-
quunpnid: Qnpophtuly htwnlyuy shpuljui hwibkiniyp
Munkihp- nundwb & /p,
Utot mn&7/p,
“nipup pwth & fp:
(fuinpl)
Yud
2m YwsE hun] s£
Upuwst ' Yny sk:
(4ppui) [6, 5061:
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Qnitughtt mwuppbpp gipulonnid b Chpwljh hwukniyukpnd. dwtjuljub nkpu-
wnbkpnid gnijukpt nitkt wpwn nupwsjusnipnil.
El htist E, hlsp,
‘Ukipuhg Jubwisg L,
Qpuhg Jubwis,
Yunbpp uyhunuwl:
(Jwpniig) [9]:

Uutjujut putwhniuuljut tdnpuipnd hwdbdwnnipmniip nuninud | hw-
uknihh hnionn-puwunupdnid: Zkphwpwghn U. Qhduiyuip, winpununiiwiny hwdk-
dwunnipjulip’ npubtu hiphwph ghphtwp wpphwpnuh, tpnid b np b nuppbpopmia
thnfuwpbpmpjut’ hwdbdwnnipniip sh pujunnd wpudwpwinipju nplt opkup b
wihtwphunipjut /impossibilia/ wjiwupl whqud sh yupnitbwlnid (lwubtwynp qpoyg U
Qhjwiywuh htw): Uw dtq hhdp £ wwwhu pungstnt wnhwuwpwl puwtwhniuwlub
wnbkpunbtnh huptwnhynipju nt pugunhnmpjut dhundkup:

Cuwn Enipjul, hwdbkdwwnnipjut dhongny hwubnil] wuwgnnp thnpdmd k Gpk-
huughtt k) giyh hwibnly pugny punp (wpwpu jud Gpbnygpep): Zudidwnnt-
pintup, dbp hudnqudp, dwtljuljut hwibnljubph yupuquynd dknp £ phpnid ju-
plnp bpwbwlnpynil: Ukephpblp ophtwlynkp’

blist £ huigp,
Qhnht, Jubwg, jupdhp pruuyhph wWwb k,
M vhpg L
(fulidnp)
Gud
QLliph tnfwib L,

Ygkup ghinht,
Utigp uwhinul
(puilit) [9]

Iunuph wpunwhwjnswdhongutphg Jud putwnwpdnidutphg Chpulh hwukinly-
ubpnud gnpswswlu E hwnjuwbu hwlwunpmpiniup /nw-dén, gus-yip, dunwi-ud-
null, ghokpp-wnun/nuyu i/l wy)

inwh gpuinp,
Udnwl onght,
Yuitiwmty onpkp,
Miuh hwght:
(Enltp) (9]

Cun d. vnupjubh Adwpwinulwl wkpdphibph punupul wkpbjuwnni-h hw-
dbdwinmipniip vwhdwinud E npybu nfwlwt nupdnype, wb Epynt wowplukph
Jud tplnypubph hwdwnpnudt | iputghg diyp dnuuh tdwinipqudp jud wuppbpnt-
pjudp punpnobint hwdwnp [4, 53]:
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U. Zwpmpniiyuip, JEpnwkny hwubnijubph dwipuhtt wpwbdbwhwinlnt-
pntuubpp, wonmd E, np hwubnijh wjjumpwtwjut yuntpp unynpupwnp dhwydnpynud
E hwtitnijujhtt wnwpluyhg ukinny nt mkuwlny pninpnyghtt mwuppbp wy] wnwpluibph
Jwd kplinypukph hwnlwihoubph hhuwi Jpu hunuithpltph, npnip dkpdwnp fund
hEnuynp nplk tdwbnipemnit nukt hwibknijuyhtt wnwpluwgh htw: [2, 251):

Zuubnijubpnid swthwquignipmniup bu jupbnp ndwljut hwwp E, npp pubw-
hintuwljut nkpuntpnd punhwpuybtu ghpulju dhongutphg t.

Stpliikp G hwmquip hwn,
N3 &nin nitp, ny wpdwwn:
(fuminp nkq) [9]
Chpulpjut hwubnijutph Jupniguspuyhtt uljqpniiph dke hwdwh tjuwnnid
Elup hs-np pul puguntint b Uk wy] pwb hwunwnbjnt tyyunwulunpnud:
s nwn nih, ny | dbn,
Puig E winid nninp ubip:
(Lurl}) [9):

Chpwyh hwubkniukpnud mknuiniiubp n1ukt wnwwn pupjuudnipinily, npp
hnipnid | wyy mbnujuypbnh wqptgnipntup dwuppjuig hhonnnipjui Jpu: Unwn
Qwpu, Jwl, mbnuunibubpny hwibknyubpn.

Quwgh 7wpy,
Swdthht g
Bptip hwwn hwipu,
Utyht nplh hwpu,
Utyht dnph pupu,
Uty 1E wqwhh,
2niph nnt quuu.
(Ufly) 16, tg 514]
Cunhg duwi,
Jwiw Eplwd,
Oult ywnpp,
Ubsp ghyuw:
(Quyéwly) [6, te 502]:
Euwntinhg dhtsh i,
Jwtw dhush Gplwd,
Lwnunit gnunh gnpsdwte:
(Uply) [6, t9502]:

Ppdws wdnpubpnid mbnuuniuutiph dhongny pungsynid b viwpwsdpuyght hk-
pwynpnipjul qunuthwpp, npp hnwnd £ qupnbugpduws wnwupluyh nknujuydwi ht-
pwynpnipniup gunuygbnt Juyphg:

U. Zupnipniiywip hwibnijubph pnduwinuluyhtt wpuwinod upbnpnd k-
nujuyph wonudp: Zuguljwi nkquinibbbpny hwtbndubpp Jyuymd o Gwpe’ wyy
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unbndugnpsnipnibibph wqquyhll pinypep b wyw' hiwpuwynp nupdind dnwnundnp
nbknt nt dhpwjuypp: Umiu §nnuhg, wundwut nbknuinibiubph winpupupddwub
Eplnypn gnyg E mmwjhu dnnnypph Wnipuljut jjubph Ypw wyn punupubph nt quwun-
utinh pnnwé wywhwljuyh wqpkgnipniun (2, by 46]:

Chpwlh dnpnyppuljut hwubkmjubpnd Gppugnpdnipmniup juplbnp dwu k
juqunid: Zwubnijubpnid hwinhwynud Eup hnnugnpbwljw gnpshputinh ujupwgpnt-
prul (gnipuly, uwy), vwbnkpp), husybu’

Untp thnnul,
Epltt unnut,
Utpllupubkp dke
Ukppw-gniqui
(Qnipuwin) [6, k9 511]:

Nuljthwuljh puwtwhjniunipjub Ubke [3] wmnwbduwunid v gnipwl, ghpuwinh, &p-
Juip yyuunuujuwuny hwubkniyjutpp, npnup gnyg B wnwhu njuy mbnuduyph tplpu-
gnpswljut b wowwnwipuwghtt dpwlnyph wjthuyn wqptgnipniip pwbwhnruwlut
duupbph nbnuljut dbwynpndubph Jpu:

Ppdws ophttwynid snpu phyp wywhnymd £ yunlkpudnpnipintl, npp funp-
hppyuionud | gnipwth duubpp: Gidtwynpdwi vhongny gnipwith dwubpp tkpluywg-
Ynud kb npybiu «cunyyputiibp: «Qopwnwt — unyuut - Ykpnwy puntph htgnnnipniup
unbnénud L kpudynuljuinipynii:

Qonu sopwnwi,
Swukpgnt unijwnud,
Pwunénirq Ykpunwis
(@nipuwil) [3, b 299]

UEY wy) ophtiwlynid ghipwtinhtt ubpjuyugynid E npuyjtu «auljk ykubp» niukgnn
wnwplu: Zugnibwlwb Yplunipjudp (whntpughw) - «apdupduybiy, «qpippiu ks
puntpp unbndnid L duwjtughtt juwn: Oquiugnpéyty L puppwnughtt punkp, npnup
punpny ku dnpnyppuiljuis junuphti.

Uwpkl gniju upyupquy by,
Oult wthukp wmppruy kb
(Qbpuitin}) (3, b 299]
Yud
Utpy Equy dkp wainttp,
Uhtnwpp thpeh wwgp,
Qngpnost h piquy puqp:
(Eplutip) [3, tp 299]
‘UpJws hwubniynud ajupugpynid E nwt dhpwduypp («lhuguaps, «puly):

EQruzluuvenkU. Thpulh hwukniyubpp hbnwppppoipnit ku bhplu-

jugunud ny dhuyt ppklg puquuquinipudp, wjpl (Equnduljut wpwbdttwhunlni-
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pntuubkpny, npnip guwjunmb tkpuyuginud Bu ohpwlghtbtph (kquutnwdnnnipjut
unwppbp Ynnubpp:

Zuubnijubpp Epynt mhyuyhtt gnignpyniudukpng o hwigku qujhu Shpwlh
wjwinuliui pubu]np dpwlnypnid ghneuljul dhgwjuyphg nt wohwwnwipuhi
wnopjujhg plunn b phwyuwownwljut hwubkmjutpn: SChpuyght ghut] E wuunykpuygnp-
dwil wwppbp Uhongubph hwitkjmyh nkpunp unbnstnt hwdwp hudbdwnn pynib, sw-
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