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Abstract

The medieval period of Armenian history is perhaps the most complex,
yet also the most interesting and least studied, and still needs to be illuminated.
Perhaps Medieval Armenia is rich in historians who not only authored historical
works and left a rich heritage, which are indispensable sources for future
generations to discover the Middle Ages, but who, to this day, are outstanding
historians whose lives, activities, and legacies we are only partially familiar with.
One of these outstanding historians is Vardan Areveltsi, whose life and activities
are highly contradictory, but very important. He authored not only historical
works but also geographical works, which are valuable sources for studying the
administrative-territorial divisions of medieval Armenia. It not only studies the
system of administrative-territorial division of medieval Armenia, but also provides
information on a number of monasteries previously unknown in Armenian history.
“Ashkaratsoyts” sometimes provides important source information that is no longer
mentioned anywhere else. In this regard, it draws on not only the sources known
to us but also on oral narratives and written sources that have not reached us,
such as the historiographical works of Hovhannes Sarkavag, Mkhitar Anetsi, Vahram
Tigranakertsi, and Hovhannes Vanakan. Its importance also lies in the fact that it is
not only an important source for the study of the historical geography of Armenia
but also of Asia Minor as a whole.

Thus, the topic of the research is “Vardan Areveltsi and his ‘Ashkharhatsoyts’,”
the study of which may have a turning point for Armenian medieval historiography.

Keywords: Vardan Areveltsi, Vanakan vardapet, Khor Virap,
“Ashkharhatsoyts”, brief and extensive originals, Hayk Perperyan.
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Cwdwnnuwg hp

Cujng  wuwudnipjuu  dhouwnupuu  dwdwuwluopowup  phplu
wdbttwpwpn, uwluwu wdtbwhtimwppphp b dwuwdp  sniuntduwuhpyué
dudwuwuwopowuutiphg L, npu wn wjuonp niuh nuwpwudwu Juphp:
Uhouwnuwpuu Lwjwunwunp hupnun £ yuwmdhsubpny, npbp ns dhwyu
htinhuw(t; Gu ywuudwuwu wpjuwwnnipiniuutin b pnntp Gu hwpniun
dwnwugnipiniu, npnup hbwnwquw  ubtipniunutiph hwdwp  dhouwnwpp
pwgwhwyntint wuthnfuwphutijh ulqpuwnpnipubp Gu, vwuwt wn wyuon
Juwt wjwuwynp wwwmdhsutip, npnug Jjuuphu, gnponiutinipyuup b pnnué
dwnwugnipjwun dkup dwuwdp Gup swunpe: Wn wjuuwynp wquwndhsutiphg £
Juwnpnwu Uplubyghu, nid uuph b gnpéniutinipyuu dwuhtu mbtintynipniuutpp
fuhunn  hwjwuwlwu btu, vwlwju wwn Juwplnp: Lw htnhuwlb L ns
dhwit wwwndwlwy, wyl wyjuwphwgpulwu wyfuwwnnipyniuutiph, npnup
wpdbipwynnp upuwn pinip Gu dhouwnwpyuu Luyuunwuh Jupswnwpuspwihu
pwdwuntdutipnt nuuntduwuhptint gnponud:  «Wpjuwphwgnig»-p ny  dhwyu
niuniduwuppnid - - dhotwunuwpuu  Zuyjuunwuh  Jupswwmwpwopwihu
pwdwudwu hwdwlupgp, wyb mbntynipniu § viwhu vdh pwpp Jwupkph
dwuht, npnup dhtslh wydd wuhwyn Lhu hwyng ywwndnipjuup: Wu Gppbdu
wjuwhuh Juplnp wnpnipughnwuu nbntynipniuutin § wwhu, npnup
wyjjliu ny Uh ntin sEu hhpwwnwynid: ‘Lw wyu wnusnipyudp ntintynipjniuutp
E punnud ny dhwyu dtq 6Swunp uljqpuwnpniputiphg, wjlb pwuwynp
wwwnnidubiphg b dtiq shwuwé gpuynp wyuyhuh wnpniputiphg, npnughg
tu {nghwuubtiu Uupuywgh, Uuhpup Wutignt, Ywhpud Shgpuwuwlytpngnt,
{nyhwuutiu Jwuwluwuh yuundwgpuluwu tpybpp: Ungu wpfuwnnipiniun
Junlnp L aub apuwuny, np juplunp uljqpuwnpjnip £ ny dhwyju Luyuunwuh,
wy it wdpnn e ®npp Uuhwyh ywwndwuwt wyfuwphwgpnipjwt nuntduwuhpdwu
nhwnwulniuhg:

Wuwhuny® wyju hnnpJuwoéh phdwu E «dwpnwu  Upubjght W hp
Whuwphwgnigp», nph  niumiduwuhpnipiniup . Jupnn L ppownwnpdwihu
Wuwuwnipyniu ntutiuw] hwy dhouwnwpjuu yuwnmdwgpnipjwu hwdwp:

fwuwh  pwntp’ Jwpnut  Upbbigh, dwiwjuwu Jupnpuwba,
fonp dhpwy, «Upfuwphwgnyg», hwdwnnn b punupdwl puwgpbp, Cwyly
Mbpwtpyuu:
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Indroduction

Vardan Areveltsi is one of the most prominent representatives of medieval
Armenia, but his biographical information is scarce. Only contemporary historians
provide fragmentary information about his life and activities. There is no accurate
information about his birthplace. According to M. Chamchyan, Vardan Areveltsi was
born in Gandzak (Chamchyan, 1984), but he is rarely referred to as “Gandzaketsi”.
According to H. Voskyan, Vardan Areveltsi was born in Armenian Aghvank or its
surroundings, since in many places “Vardan Vardapet Aghvanets” is mentioned
(Voskian, 1922), and the forms “Areveltsi” or “Aghvanits” are also found. Gh
also expresses this opinion. Alishan, noting that Vardan’s homeland, that is, his
place of birth, is not remembered, but he is called Areveltsi like Kirakos, and to
distinguish him from the Vardans of the same time, he is called Metsn (Vardapet)
(Alishan, 1901, vol. A). In any case, Vardan Areveltsi is one of the outstanding
figures of medieval Armenia, who enriched Armenian medieval historiography not
only with historical, but also with geographical works. One such masterpiece is his
“Ashkharhatsoyts”, which, in terms of the territorial and chronological coverage
of its materials and its historical and geographical value, is the second among all
works of this nature that have come down to us from the Middle Ages, after the
famous “Ashkharhatsoyts” of the 5th century. However, from the point of view of
source studies, Areveltsi’s “Ashkharhatsoyts” is a unique work and is very rarely
related to the “Ashkharhatsoyts” of the 5th century.

Discussion

To this day, there are disagreements about Vardan Areveltsi’s birth date,
death date, grave, the publication of “Ashkharhatsoyts”, and the author. The
prevailing view in philology is that Areveltsi must have been born in 1200-1210,
since in 1238, or more precisely, in 1239-1240. leaves for the Holy Land, and in
1240-1241 for Cilicia, where he receives the patronage of the Catholicos and Hetum
I. This could have been at the age of maturity (30-40). However, one more speech
is known from the manuscripts that have come down to us, and according to its
extensive original, which was extracted from various books by the hand of Vardan
Areveltsi, it is said: “The example was translated from the forgotten script into
the Armenian script in the year 1221.” It is undeniable that Areveltsi was fluent
in Greek, Assyrian, Hebrew, Turkish, and, probably, Persian. In addition, the title
mentions the full name of Vardan Areveltsi, along with the nickname “Areveltsi.”
Most likely, he translated this speech and sent it to Hromkla. If this is the case,
then it must be assumed that Vardan Areveltsi must have been at least 25 years old
to be able to translate this speech. Therefore, he must have been born between
1197 and 1200 and not later (Antapyan, 1987, vol. A).

He must have received his primary education in his birthplace. He certainly
studied under Hovhannes Vanakan in Tavush, from whom he learned the art of
writing. The monk Vardapet was Vardan’s main teacher, about whom we learn
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from the following words: “What the nation of Netoghac has done, our glorious
father, the monk Vardapet, and our kinsman Kirakos, have written in detail” («2np
htus wpwpht wqqu Lhnnnug gptiw] Gu dwupuwdwutwpwp hwnwynpbiog
hwypu dbp Jwuwlwu Jupnuybinu b hwpuquu dbp Yhpwynu») (Voskian,
1922). He probably studied at the school in Nor Getik, where he became friends
with Kirakos Gandzaketsi in 1210-1214.

1225 To escape Jalaleddin’s persecution, Hovhannes Vanakan moved to an
isolated place in the southern parts of Tavush, founded a new church there, and
continued his teaching. Among the students, who were mainly his former students,
Kirakos Gandzaketsi and Vardan Areveltsi are also mentioned. When Hovhannes
Vanakan was released from captivity after paying a large ransom, the Mongols did
not release Kirakos Gandzaketsi so that he could serve of their translator-scribe.
Vardan Areveltsi was also well-suited for such work, as he was fluent in the
relevant languages, but Kirakos Gandzaketsi does not mention Vardan Areveltsi or
their subsequent relations. There is no doubt that Vardan Areveltsi was not with
them in captivity. What happened to him at that time is unknown. He probably
founded the Kayenaberd area with a group of Hovhannes Vanakan’s students from
the Khoranashat monastery in Tavush, following the example of his teacher’s
example. school and engage in teaching. This was probably accomplished by 1225.

He taught until 1240-1241, when he left for Jerusalem and Cilicia. In 1243,
Vardan Areveltsi participated in the church council of Sis in Cilicia, which was
headed by Catholicos Constantine of Bardzraberdtsi (1220-1268). However, Areveltsi
was present at the national-church council held in Sis not as an ordinary observer,
but as one of the authoritative participants. He was also in close contact with the
royal house and palace. He authored a very remarkable work, “Zhghlank”, for
King Hetum I.

The Eastern Catholicos Constantine brought the “Letter of the Circular” to
Eastern Armenia in 1246. According to this, he stayed in Jerusalem for one year
and in Cilicia for five years. However, in 1247-1248, he left again for Cilicia, where
he stayed until 1251.

In 1251, he finally returned to Armenia from Cilicia and settled in the
monastery of St. Andrew in Kayenaberd. This time, he stayed here until the end
of the 1250s. He was engaged in “vardapet” teaching in the monastery of St. Andre
in Kayenaberd, which means that he was entrusted with the most complex and
responsible material of the church, because it is known that the one who held
the vardapetakan staff or authority had such a right canonically. Vardan Areveltsi,
Kirakos Gandzaketsi and other students received the vardapetakan staff from the
Vanakan vardapet (Kirakos Gandzaketsi, 1961). In the monastery of Andre, he had
40 students, of whom only Gevorg Skevratsi, Nerses Mshetsi, Grigor Baluetsi, and
Hovhannes Yerznkatsi are known (Voskian, 1922).

Then we see him at Khor Virap, but the motives for his move here are
unknown to historians. Only Garegin Hovsepyan testifies that Vardan Areveltsi
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taught in Khor Virap for many years (Hovsepyan, 1944). Here, people from Cilicia,
Erznka, Balu, Mush and other places came to study with him. Among his students
were Hovhannes Erznkatsi (Pluz), Grigor Baluetsi, Gevorg Skevratsi, Nerses Mshetsi,
Grigor Bjnetsi, and Sargis (Antapyan, 1987, vol. A).

The Khor Virap school enjoyed fame during the teaching of Vardan the
Easterner; it was considered “Space-famous”, where he himself “shone like the
rising sun” («hpplt qupbtqulu thwytip»), otherwise, people from Far Cilicia,
Bardzr Hayq, Balu, Mush would not have come here to study. Therefore, Vardan
Areveltsi must have come to Khor Virap at least a few years before 1260, probably
in 1257-1258 (Antapyan, 1987, vol. A).

In 1264, a memorable event occurred in the life of Vardan Areveltsi. At the
invitation of Hulavu Khan, he, as a representative of Eastern Armenia, together
with the archpriests Sargis and Grigor, and the elder of Tphghis, traveled to Tabriz
to participate in the festivities of the Elkhanate and was honored with great honors
(Alishan, 1901, vol. B). King Hetum, the Georgian king David, the Persian sultan,
and others were also there. Here, Areveltsi asked Hulavu for mercy for his nation
(Voskian, 1922), and after that, Hulavu Khan ordered his agents to soften the tax
policy in Armenia.

Gevorg Lambronatsi (Skevratsi) reports that in the spring of 1267, Vardan
Areveltsi, together with his students, moved to Saghmosavank, Aghjots St. Stepanos
and Tegheniats monasteries. Then, in the memoir attached to the “Interpretation
of Daniel”, Vardan Areveltsi reports that he began writing the aforementioned
work in 1267 at Khor Virap, continued it at Saghmosavank, and finished it in 1268
at the monastery of Aghjots St. Stepanos. Thus, he was absent from Khor Virap
in 1267-1268, but at the end of 1268 he returned and resumed his pedagogical
activities. He was probably absent from Khor Virap because of the Mongol raids. In
addition, he wanted to be close to the relatively safer Proshyan house, especially
to Prince Kurd.

In the autumn of 1267, Areveltsi completed his work “The gathering of
history” («Cujwpnidu wyuwuuniphwuy) in Khor Virap. Here, he also composed
the “Interpretation of Daniel”. There is no doubt that he also wrote his
“Ashkharhatsoyts” (1268-1270) and some of his other works here, because until
the end of his life, Khor Virap was his permanent place of residence (Antapyan,
1987, vol. A).

There are also differences of opinion about the date of death of Vardan
Areveltsi. Several dates are mentioned in historiography, of which 1271 is the most
accurate. First, in the minor chronicles, the year “2b” (1271) is also mentioned.
In addition, according to the testimony of one of his students, Grigor Aknertsi
(Maghakia), “hb pniwulwuhu 2bh (1271) thnjubgwu h Lphunnu thwnwinp
Jupnuwbtinpu Luyng” dwpnwu b Yhpwynu” (Grigor Aknertsi, 1974) and
finally, in G. Hovsepyan’s work “The Khaghbakians and Proshians in the History
of Armenia” the autograph memoir of Vardan Areveltsi, written in Khor Virap and
dated 2h (1271) (Hovsepyan, 1944).
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The burial place of Vardan Areveltsi has not been specified to this day.
From written monuments, it is possible to trace 3 main places: the monasteries
of St. Andre of Kayenaberd, Haghpat, and Khor Virap. Accordingly, historians
are also divided into 3 parts. Those who consider Vardan Areveltsi buried in
the monastery of St. Andre of Kayenaberd are based on the conclusions that he
worked there for a very long time. However, this point of view is not proven.
Those who point to the monastery of Haghpat also proceed from the assumption
that Vardan Areveltsi carried out more or less literary and pedagogical activities
here. In addition, literary sources state that the grave of Vardan Vardapet is located
in Haghpat and, in their view, it is that of Vardan Areveltsi. However, this is not
specified in the sources. Khor Virap remains, where Vardan Areveltsi is supposed
to be buried. This is evidenced not only by the fact that he spent the last years
of his life here or by the fact that he had connections with the Prosh and Kurd
princes, but also by the fact that there are several accurate written testimonies
about this: the autograph memoir of Vardan Areveltsi, written in 1271 in Khor
Virap, which is the most recent information about his life, in addition, there is
a report in the “Ashkharatsoyts”, which is the result of an interpolation at the
end of the 13th century: “ And at the entrance of Virap are the tombs of the
deceased and famous people, and of the three great ones, the cosmically luminous
Vardapet Vardan...” («U h ptput Yhpuwht hwugngbw) Jut shphd dedwdtisp
U dtibwhnswy, b tnwdbishu” whbqbpwinyu Jupnuuwtnht Ywpnwuwy...») The
interpolation should have made such an addition when he was convinced that it
was not only important, but also a correct and well-known fact. In addition, the
end of the 13th century is not so far from his death in 1271 that traditions could
not have arisen showing his grave in several places at the same time. This point
of view is also supported by the kondak of David Virapetsi, written in 1669. It is
described here that during the renovation of Khor Virap, several of the graves
there were excavated, knowing in advance that one of them was that of Vardan
Areveltsi, and the other that of the vardapet Nerses Mshetsi (Antapyan, 1989, vol.
B). David Virapetsi lived in Khor Virap, and not as an ordinary monk. Therefore,
it is impossible that he was not familiar with the historical past of the monastery
and the biography of the people who lived and worked there, especially with
the biography of a person like Vardan Areveltsi. All this confirms beyond a doubt
that Vardan Areveltsi died in 1271 and was buried at the Khor Virap monastery
(Antapyan, 1987, vol. A).

Methods

To conduct this study, we used research, comparative, and analytical
methods, since, to study the medieval period, one must examine a sufficient
number of manuscripts and analyse the opinions of contemporary and later
historians about Vardan Areveltsi and his “Ashkharatsoys”. The comparative
method is also important for comparing available information and drawing accurate
conclusions.
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Results

Vardan Areveltsi is one of the prominent figures of medieval Armenia,
enriching Armenian medieval historiography not only with historical but also with
geographical works. Thus, a remarkable geographical work by Vardan Areveltsi has
been preserved in the Armenian manuscript heritage. In terms of the territorial
and chronological coverage of its materials and its historical and geographical
value, it is the second among all works of that nature that have come down to
us from the Middle Ages, after the famous “Ashkharatsoyts” of the 5th century.
However, from the point of view of source studies, Areveltsi’s “Ashkharatsoyts”
is a unique work and is very rarely related to the “Ashkharatsoyts” of the 5th
century.

Vardan Areveltsi supplements his historical and geographical reference
material on Armenia and neighbouring countries with detailed analysis in
“Ashkharatsoyts”. He presents perhaps the most important part of the border,
administrative, and nominal changes that took place on the territory of Armenia
during the 11th and 12th centuries and thereafter, until the 1270s, which are
reflected here in considerable detail (Antapyan, 1989, vol. B).

“Ashkharatsoyts” sometimes provides important source information that
is no longer mentioned anywhere else. It is an important basis for studying
the territorial changes that occurred in various administrative units at different
times, since from the middle of the 11th century to the 30s of the 13th century,
the administrative-political system of Armenia underwent radical changes several
times, and this was the result not of shifts in internal economic life, but of
external conquerors. Thus, when Byzantium conquered Armenia, it introduced
its administrative and tax system, dividing the country into 3 katapanies. The
Seljuks who followed it applied their administrative-political system; during
their reign, Armenia was already divided not only into small kingdoms and
principalities but also into emirates. From the end of the 12th century onward, in
northeastern Armenia, which was liberated from the Seljuk yoke with the help of
the strengthened Georgian state, the Armenian authorities of the previous period
regained strength. New authorities emerged, among them the most powerful was
the Zakaryan dynasty. However, in 1220, the Mongol invasions into Transcaucasia
began, and four khanates were created, of which Armenia was included in the
Western khanate.

In addition to the above circumstances, there is also mention here of
numerous monasteries that are now unknown and have disappeared. The names
of numerous figures of Armenian culture, who played a very important role in
the life of the Armenian people, are associated with these monasteries. Vardan
Areveltsi’s information also acquires great importance for the study of the Seljuk
invasions, destructions, and socio-economic policies in Armenia. In this regard,
he draws on not only primary sources familiar to us but also on oral narratives
and written sources that have not reached us, such as the historiographical works
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of Hovhannes Sarkavag, Mkhitar Anetsi, Vahram Tigranakertsi, and Hovhannes
Vanakan.

Its importance also lies in the fact that it is not only an important source
for the study of the historical geography of Armenia, but also of all of Asia Minor.

“Ashkarhatsoyts” has been published several times: first in 1728 in
Constantinople, in conjunction with the Dictionary of Yeremia Meghrets; second,
in 1819 in Paris; and third, in 1887 in Venice (Antapyan, 1989, vol. B). However,
none of the above-mentioned ones presents the critical-comparative original
of “Ashkarhatsoyts”. However, the French-Armenian Armenianist H. Perperian
undertook a new, fourth edition, published in 1960 in Paris. In addition to the
above-mentioned editions, he subjected 24 manuscripts to critical comparison. He
included them, which are kept in the archives of Jerusalem, Venice, the National
Museum of Paris and the British Museum in London.

“Ashkharhatsoyts” has come down to us only in later copies, the earliest of
which is from 1565. It has come down to us in two editions: brief and expanded.
Information about Armenia is included in both the abridged and expanded editions,
and information about foreign countries is included in the expanded edition
(Antapyan, 1987, vol. A). It was widely distributed and apparently used as a
teaching manual. It was most likely composed in 1269-1271 by Vardan Areveltsi.

Saint-Martin, in a footnote to his translation, states that publishers and
writers attribute this work to Vardan Vardapet of Bardzraberdtsi, who enjoyed
great fame in Armenia in the 13th century and died in 1271 (Perperyan, 1960).
However, Saint-Martin, in his description of the Khor Virap church, mentions that
the tomb of the famous Vardan is located here. It is assumed that this author was
one of Vardan’s disciples, and that is why the book was attributed to him.

M. Chamchyan has a well-founded objection to attributing the authorship
of “Ashkarhatsoyts” to the historian Vardan, who writes that the author of
“Ashkarhatsoyts” is a later Vardan, whose student was Hovhannes Erznkatsi
(Chamchyan, 1984).

H. Voskyan brings a strong argument to reject the authorship of Vardan
Areveltsi (Voskyan, 1922). The point is that the death of Vardan Vardapet is
mentioned in “Ashkarhatsoyts”. If the author of “Ashkarhatsoyts” is Vardan
Areveltsi, then he could not have written about his death. However, all the above-
mentioned authors did not pay attention to another mention in “Ashkarhatsoyts”,
which could attribute the editing of “Ashkarhatsoyts” to an author who lived after
the first thirty years of the 14th century, since some of the manuscripts mention
where Khachatur Kecharetsi, who died around 1330-1331, was buried.

Ashot Hovhannisyan also finds new evidence against Vardan’s authority, who
dates the time of the editing of “Ashkarhatsoyts” to the end of the 14th century or
the beginning of the 15th century (Hovhannisyan, 1957). The point is that Vardan
Areveltsy considers Samarkand “the seat of the Netoghats nation”, which could
have been during the time of Lenk Temur in 1370, and Moscow the centre of the

| 126 |



Lusun /7 UwuntsU b <UUUPUBUSHhSULUL MUNPENPUYUL | KATCHAR / ACADEMIA SOCIAL SCIENCE PERIODICAL | 2026 (1)

Russian nation, which could have been in 1389. However, “Ashkarhatsoyts” was
written before 1453, because K. Polis is mentioned as a Greek city. However, all
the above-mentioned references are found only in the extensive edition and do
not constitute evidence against Vardan Areveltsy’s authority, since they could be
the result of interpolation. In addition, the manuscript tradition recognises the
author of “Ashkarhatsoyts” as the “new translator and second Enlightener” Vardan
Vardapet, who could only be Vardan Areveltsi. Naturally, Vardan, different from
Vardan Areveltsi, could use these adjectives for Vardan Areveltsi.

G. Hovsepyan, speaking about Vardan Vardapet, also mentions
“Ashkharhatsoyts”, saying that its origin is no later than the second half of the 13th
century, except small innovations that were introduced later (Hovsepyan, 1944).

All this shows that Vardan Areveltsi was specifically engaged in geography.
In fact, in this regard, he is the second figure in the entire Middle Ages after
Movses Khorenatsi, the author of the 5th century “Ashkarhatsoyts”. This is already
a serious circumstance for assessing him as a geographer.

Conclusion

Thus, we can state that Vardan Areveltsi is one of the most prominent
representatives of Armenian medieval historiography, who was highly appreciated
by his contemporaries during his lifetime, and “Ashkarhatsoyts” is unsurpassed in
its importance, since it is the second most important in all medieval historiography
after the famous “Ashkarhatsoyts” of the 5th century. It is, first of all, a very
important source for getting acquainted with the situation in Armenia in the
13th century. The study of this period is perhaps of key importance for medieval
Armenian historiography. This was a period when both the administrative-
territorial, economic and demographic picture of Armenia underwent radical
changes. “Ashkarhatsoyts” not only provides important information about the
above-mentioned changes, but is also an important source for studying a number
of settlements and monasteries that existed during this period, many of which
have not even been preserved today.
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