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PE3IOME

BuyTpennue crens! nepksu Casaroi boropoauisl . Merpu ykparieHbl BICOKO-
XyAOKeCTBeHHBIMH (ppeckamu Ha Tembl Betxoro u Hosoro 3aBera u np. Ouu oTHO-
CATCA K YHCIY JIYYIIUX MPOU3BEIEHNN apMsIHCKOTO H300pa3uTeNIbHOTO UCKYCCTBA
TOTO NEPUOJA U OTIIMYAIOTCS BBICOKUM MAaCTEPCTBOM HUCIIOTHEHHS.

Haz BX0noM B 10:KHYIO PU3HHILY HAXOAUTCA HAAMHUCh U3 CEMU CTPOK, COTTIACHO
KoTOpo# (pecku ObLTH 3aka3zaHbl B 1844 romy xazHadeeM nepksu CsiToit boropo-
TUIBl TbsiakoM Arababom CapxucoBndoM Bausaom. CorntacHO HaamuCcH HaJl ceBe-
PO-BOCTOYHOM KOJIOHHOH, aBTOpamMu (PpeCcoK SIBISIOTCS XOH/H, ero CblH MUKeNaH!,
ero BHYK Oranec u lletpoc, nanucasmmii ux B 1844—1848 romax. OnHOBpeMEHHO
C 5TUM ObUTH OOHOBIIEHBI (PPECKH MPEABIAYIINX CI0EB, aBTOPAMHU KOTOPBIX, MO CIIO-
BaM ABeTnca ABETUCSHA, MOJIOJIOTO UCKYCCTBOBEa U MyueHHUKa 44-1HEBHOM BOM-
HbI 2020 Toma, SBISIOTCS CBAMEHHUK AcTBanatyp Acramariy, padorasmmii B 1790-x
ronax u Apytion OBHaraHsH (110 Halemy pacumpodky) B 1745 .

ABTOpHBI Ppecok poxom U3 Merpu, IOCKOJIbKY Ha MaMSITHUKE, BO3ABUTHYTOM
B 1IeHTpe Merpu B mamsTh 0 93 xepTBax Bemmkoit OteuecTBenHo# BoitHbI (1941—
1945) u3 Merpu, BoirpaBupoBansl uMeHa XonnsHa I I1. u Xongsana K. I1. (mpeamno-
JIOXKUTENBHO, OHU OpaThs). Takke y 1iepkBu B MasibiM KBapTaie Merpu HaXOIUTCs
xaukap 1605 roga ¢ ynomuHanuem XoHIH.

MpI1 cuntaeM XOHIM yUeHHKOM AcTBanarypa AcTamnaTiy U OCHOBATEIEM IIKO-

JIbl MOHYMEHTaJIbHOM KUBONIUCH Merpu.

SUMMARY

The interior walls of the Holy Mother of God Church in Meghri are adorned with
highly artistic frescoes depicting scenes from the Old and New Testaments, among
other subjects. These frescoes are considered among the finest works of Armenian
visual art from that period and are distinguished by their exceptional craftsmanship.

There is a seven-line inscription above the entrance to the southern sacristy stating
that the frescoes were commissioned in 1844 by deacon Aghabab Sarkisean Vachyan,
the treasurer of the Holy Mother of God Church. According to the inscription above
the northeast column, the frescoes were painted by Khondi, his son Mikelani, his
grandson Ohanes, and Petros between 1844 and 1848. At the same time, the frescoes
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from earlier layers were restored, which, according to Avetis Avetisyan, a young art
historian and martyr of the 44-day war of 2020, were created by the priest Astvatsatur
Astapatsi, who worked in the 1790s, and Harutyun Hovnatanyan (according to our
interpretation) in 1745.

The artists who created the frescoes were from Meghri, as the names of G. P.
Khondyan and K. P. Khondyan (presumably brothers) are engraved on a monument
erected in the center of Meghri in memory of 93 victims of the Great Patriotic War
(1941-1945) from Meghri. There is also a cross-stone from 1605 near the church in
the Small Quarter of Meghri that mentions Khondi.

We consider Khondi to be a student of Astvatsatur Astapatsi and the founder of
the Meghri school of monumental painting.




