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Genocide and the Karabagh Movement.
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The recent publication of Harutyun Maru-
tyan’s book opens up a new page of interdiscip-
linary research in the field-of Armenian studies.
Based primarily on his own fieldwork, the author
explores the visual representations of the Arme-
nian Genocide during the years of the Karabagh
Movement (1988-1990). To be more precise,
Marutyan’s narrative resembles a two-way road
where, on the one hand, a historical epoch is
revealed through the analysis of banners and
posters, while, on the other, the same banners and
poslers assume meaning through the author’s
interpretation of the historical context in which
they appeared. In comparison with a few similar
studies that had been previously done in different
countries primarily on the analysis of the posters,
cartoons, and banners prepared by professional
artists mainly for the print media, Marutyan’s
work is innovative in terms of its introduction and
investigation of “the popular perspeclive”, namely
the iconographic sources mostly, and often
spontaneously, produced by ordinary participants
of the Karabagh Movement. This research is also
valuable — as it is demonstrated in Dr. Levon
Abrahamian’s interesting introduction to the book
— due to its relevance to the realities of societal
development in present Armenia (while reading
the book, one can hardly resist the temptation of
drawing parallels and making connections
between the issues that Armenia faced during the
Karabagh Movement and the ones that challenge
Armenia today).

It is very important that fro
beginning the author makes his work grounded,
?resenting theoretical issues relating 10 his study
%n the first chapter of the book. The reader is
introduced to different theories and approaches
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social dimensions of collective and historical
memory, as well as to how collective mémoq
relates the past to the present. In talking about the
three different schools explaining relations
between past and present, Marutyan 2lso teveals
his own conceptual prism through which he saW
and explored the area of his study, this is 1o 58Y»
the past is not totally constructed by the present
the present is not totally determined by the past,
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