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THE ARMENIAN INSCRIPTIONS OF CETAT
o™ TO THE 18" CENTURIES

FROM THE 1

EA-ALBA

Arpyar Sahakyan

1. The town of Cetatea-Alba

Celeb;g::dtg‘\glo gfvge.tatez;-ﬁ\lbé has recent.ly
s, Gues t.he m:mzjxcs ot ?ocum?nte.d exlIs-
history, it has bcon::e en l.fltl.E? of its tlou!)led
fhrotgh several reiati ‘s);e\ era name-s_. lived
ple of many nationg /l\n'cs. a'nd*s'he“eled e
, Armenians included.

A8 2:‘(‘);';2 al:l?}St o’rj its. existence, Cna.tz}tea—
o i ol e dcnossmg of both military
0 P by ”an Fomnmnded a large estu-
Dnestr. 2 l-,'::,e;-ﬂ miles) at the mf)uth of the
the earliest timemtTllms- bc_e” e ﬁ“.om
o j 1ere, In Celatea-Alba'_. a
from afar qnéaoo S. gathered together coming
Jons The‘ ; scattered to -even farther hori-
« The xiver mouth being strangled: the
E::;a;?;dlsbaclual!y a lz}goon of saltish wa.ter
' y a high, hilly shore upon which
military defence fortifications Were naturally
ef‘ected in the old days. On the south-eastern
side of the hills one can still see the half-
excavated vestiges of a powerﬂ[] Greek
stronghold and the remainings of ancient
Eﬂ.lhs with their mosaic intact. The famous
city of Stephen the Great” is still preserved
on the hilltop; it was in fact begun by Ge-
noese builders, enlarged by Prince Alexander
the Good, fortified by the Turks rebuilt and
enlarged again by Stephen the Great but by
01her.subsequenl Moldavian rulers a3 well, 50
that it can easily be numbered among the
V_"m’]d’s greatest medieval military constric
t,l(?ns' There are authors who claim that c€r”
ta'm constructive details in it recall the Arme-
fan strongholds in Cilicia, the German
builders, the Moldavian fortifications a.s.0-
The stronghold had 16-t. thick walls
surrounded by a defence 0S¢ more 1

/ide and 80 ft. deep. Cetatea-Alba, this so-

ft. w
called “Eastern port”, could not have had a

smooth existence OVer such a long span of
time. Each of its ages had its own signifi-

cance and the Armenians witnessed more

than one.
At mid—14lh
sts of the Golden Hor

route passin
S abandoned. Hence, a new

blished somewhat later, in
1382, that went all the way from Lemberg,
through Cernauti, Suceava. Pascani, lasi, Tir-
aul Lapusna, down to Cetatea-Alba and
Chilia. The Caffa merchants who traded in
Lemberg would rather have their counterparts
in Cetatea-Alba act as middlemen. The Ce-
tatea-Alba and Chilia customs records of the
) valuable goods such as silk,

procade. taffeta, cotton, SOap: rice. wine a.s.0.
the town merchants made

The great income
ya substantial annual trib-

allowed them t© pa
orte. This may be the rea-
ed certain privi-

ute to the Sublime P
1d Cetatea-Alba mer-

century, due to the con-
de led by Ganibeg-

que
g through south-

Khan, the trade
ern Poland wa
trade route was esta

time mentiol

son why gultan Bayazet grant

leges O the Chilia al :
chants, 1 the latter half of the 15 ' century,
o the trading of calves, horses.

with regard
sheep, SWine, fresh
timber, W

fishbone glue: ) :
rafts polish grain Was being loaded in Ce-

tatea-Alhﬁ onto ships that sailed m. C)’PI‘L‘IS,
and T.-ebizond wine Was beil‘ug S|1[p!)€d in.
puring the 16" centurys in SPIt of history’s
ups and downs: there was a pat'tlcu[ar flour-

ishing of all tra 60 to ]{"51‘“]35
came N0 the Cetatea-Albd port from Nico-
; 2 a.5.0. every

sia Constﬂntinople. ginope. Caft
1 * full-loaded carts ar-

-qvans of

and salted fish. caviar, oil.
ood, and log-loaded

des, SO that
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rived from Poland, Hamburg, Flanders, Wal-
lonia, or the Ottoman Empire.

The town’s trading position went hand
in hand with its military and strategic capa-
bilities. Thus, shortly before 1484, Stephen
the Great’s ambassador with the Doge of
Venice spoke of Cetatea-Albi and Chilia in
terms such as these: “Your Excellency may
think of these two strongholds as making up a
wall for Hungary and Poland”, while Sultan
Bayazet had his scribe write down: “...So
Cetatea-Alba is a key-position for us and the
gate for all Poland, Russia, and Tatary, as
well as for all of the Black Sea”. Such quota-
tions from old chronicles may offer a simple
answer to the question why the town of Ce-
tatea-Alba was always a bone of contention.

The town was ruled by the Genoese over
a time-span of 30 years (1380-1410), 74 years
by the Moldavians (1410-1484), 314 years by
the Turks (1484-1 808). 106 years by the Rus-
sians (1812-1918), and 26 years by the Ro-
manians (1918-1944). Over the following 46
years (1944-1990) it remained under Soviet
rule and has belonged to the
Ukraine ever since 1991,
Bilhorod-Dnistrovsk.

independent
and is named now

2. The Armenian presence in
Cetatea-Alba

It is hard to say whether a straight line
may be drawn between the earliest docy-
mented confirmation of the presence of Ar-
menians in Cetatea-Albj and that of nowa-
days, especially as far as the remote times are
concerned, from which only sparse informa-
tion has been preserved. It seems that the
number of Armenians living there fluctuated
wildly and became rather stable only in the
early 19" céntury, after the Turks withdrew
from the town. The carliest documented con-
firmation of the presence of Armenians in
Cetatea-Alba dates from the |q"
the form of an inscription on a fr
preserved tombstone. It undeni

century, in
agmentarily
ably mentions

the year of our Lord 967. However, one
should infer, from that fact alone, that the
number of Armenians living in the town at
that time was necessarily large, with all the
consequences deriving thereof. Moreover, it
seems that, after a certain time, those Arme-
nians left the town stage, only to return — oth-
ers, obviously — at a much later date. Gener-
ally speaking, the Armenians in Cetatea-Alba
grew vine, dealt in various handicrafts, and
carried on as merchants.

An inscription dating from the vyear
1446, that still exists nowadays, mentions one
Edigar. Another, from the following year,
mentions Alexander, Salamon, and Emin.
The time span ranging from the 10™ to the
[5" centuries, for which we have no trace of
any Armenians living in Cetatea-Alba should
be interpreted as such: one must admit that an

Armenian “recolonization” of the town area

took place during the late 14" or the early 15"

century, having to do with the establishment
of the new trade route.

In 1457, the Cetatea-Alba parish stood

under the authority of the Armenian bishopric
in Lemberg, which is tant

comprised a significant n
As a testimony of that, in

amount to saying it
umber of believers.

1460 a bishop and
two archimandrites were to be found there!
What better proof could there be than the fact
the three of them had finished copying and
illuminating a breviary there, in Cetatea-Alba,
which they mentioned at the end of the manu-

seript? Given the large Armenian ¢

ommunity
in town,

Sultan Mohammed | saw it fit to
move a great many Armenian families from
Cetatea-Albi to Constantinople a bare eight
years after the conquest of Byzance, in order

o revive the declining trade. And Sultan Mo-
hammed 11 follow

ed his predecessor’s exam-
ple

~ if we are to believe Gregory Dorana-
guetsy. But, when C
the conquering Sult
menians fled from {
in Cetatea-Alba. [

affa too was seized by
an, two shiploads of Ar-
hat town and took refuge
.ater, when Sultan Bayazet

conquered Cetatea-Alba ilseli_‘",.he had am;:l;;r
five hundred Armenian families move‘ o
there to Constantinople. Ne.vertheleSb, 5%
number of Armenians living in the to'vutfnrian
mained rather high, which is why h]l;*ohad
Nicolae lorga wrote that “Cetatea-A fowns
more Armenians at that time than the e
of Suceava, Siret, Hotin, lassy, Roman,
Vaslui put together™. e

In 1484, the Turks took Chilia an o
tatea-Alba. Back then, the town po:risom
counted 20,000 inhabitants. B}," con?jphouse-
Constantinople had 16,324 regmterehmds 3
holds, while the number of hous;83 e
Caffa, in 1475, rose to 8,000. In 113 ,Greek
were 22  Armenian chu.rches, i
churches, and 29 mosques In Caﬁ.”a.l A
davian towns were peopleF! mamg’ s
eigners, especially Armenians a:anians i
and by a small number of Rol

r, other
quote Lezze). There were, h‘g":;lis o
nationalities as well: Italians, ©T ’
Magyars, Ragusani. nifi

In the early 16" century, a rath;rt: Pave
cant Armenian colony is Supposefact that in
existed in Cetatea-Alba, given the' n bishops
1506 no less than three Am?en,l,a resuma-
visited the town (an “inspecnon_f’ \}:/e are tO
bly). Trade was flourishing .too, ;Ven by the
interpret the policy to i gros [ uhano-
Polish Armenian merchant 12 Hasan Aga
vitch to the Armenian merclvlan; Jantity of
of Cetatea-Alba, for a specifie ;Irter of the
wool and wool cloth. The last Iqtu great nui-
16" century, however, broug‘d to be sure,
sances to the town in general z}rnh;‘ following
to the Armenians as we]l.- 1574, the
“curses” fell upon them all: in uE st
davian Prince John the Tembletlz) punish its
tating fire to the town in order the Kozaks
Turkish rulers; the same yeaft’pe to it once
plundered the town and put -tlaltogether; in
again; in 1584, they deSt"OyeC_] Il ings and fire
1587 and 1589, two further pillag

settings by the Kozaks.

Mol-

th
The beginning of the I?M ?;:i?g
brought along better times. The Arcl)nenians
ince Stephen Tomsa offere(‘i the R
F)nan? tea-Alba the opportunity tf) rese
‘“ Ceta'e A judicial document issued by .a
MOIan'a- rt‘!n 1624 mentioned the Armeni-
L Cotl;d from Cetatea-Alba to CO['IS:aIX
a.ns relofaw hundred and fifty y.ee.lrs ago /,\r_
“"_OP_IE M named Pidu paid a VIS‘It to an; In
‘“'55_'0"3?1/ ch in Cetatea-Alba -m _166 .the
T urription was laid, testlfymg.to
e 31.1 mscfthe khoran of Saint Oxentius. :
i the origins of the Ceta'tea-A]ba
A? o a:e concerned, there is httlc; (';l-aé;
An?lzll;llzns\):ith the exception of a numbe
aval !

the
om around
families that ha

d come dowln fr S
Yerevan and mentioned this
i ere
city of
their tombstoné

5. all the other infonma;loonV :

i Even the Armenians (_:orcr)'lwn e
et leave the matter of their W
o Cafj?nge One has 10 rely, ther;:ezn ;J %
ﬁizsvep? f:ew testimonies that l;tzxif: e

s! c
Bay i) £) e

-Shah; they
; llow Abbas ;

. os did not fo avia, to
Armemal;s |and, to Byzance, © 1M013I,‘ijack el
ey a:d to other places on the

Crimea,

e Acco n i i eat
0 di g to some historians, a gl’] ;i

-Alb
e o I: ]S come over to Cetatea a
11an

heir
d from the refugees — or t

o od the kingdom of Ani af-

followers — who fl
ter its downfall.

Alba inscriptions

-Alba
inscriptions in Cetatea ?Ll;-
" gtention of both arch ‘
i both by their master-
— especially — b.y
ded, whether di-
in which

3. The old Cetatea-

The old
ong drawn th

.+ and historians ;
OIOngfS . achievement anc
ation they provi o
- directly, as © the ep Mg
il Mention should be i
i that not only Armemav
T e 1 found in Cetatea—A!ba,
beel'\ in Greek, Slavon_lan,
S glavonian lettering.

have |

reCt]y
they wer€

ing, ©
assing: i
inscriptions ha

hers
also oth®
bll:; Moldavian
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These were mainly dealt with by professor
lon Bogdan (in 1908), by N. Banescu (in
1939) as.0. As far as the Armenian inscrip-
tions are concerned, they were studied thor-
oughly only in the early 20" century. A first
survey of the matter was published by
Kutchuk-loannesov in 1903, in the publica-
tions of the Moscow historical society. Later,
in 1909, there was a paper by Grigore Goilay,
published in the Joungl of History, Archae-
ology, and Philology, on the role played by
the Armenians as founders of towns in East-
ern Europe; this mentioned the Armenian in-
scriptions in general and the ones in Cetatea-
Albd among them, accompanied by photos
thereof. In 1911, in Tiflis, Melikset-Bekov
published a Paper on the Armenian relics
from Cetatea-Alba, in which he assigned a
major space to the inscriptions, The amount
of interest raised by those inscriptions was
somewhat dimmed after 4 short while and for
quite some time by the advent of the First
World War. After the First and before the
Second World Wars, the subject was tackled
again, even if partially, by Grigore Avakyan
and H.Dj. Siruni,

At the time when they were described,
the inscriptions were rather scattere(. The
main corpus was to be found within the Ce-
tatea-Alba Armenian Church, mostly embed-
ded in the brickwork and flooring (at the en-
lrance); some were being kept in a sort of
improvised stone-collection mentioned by
Kutchuk-loannesov in his work. The collec-
tion was sheltered inside the parish school
and attended to by schoolmaster Aidinyan.
Kutchuk-Ioannesoy catalogued a totg] num-
ber of 42 inscriptions. Others were to be
found on tombstones in the churchyard. Onpe
or two other inscriptions were also mentioned
as existing at the fountain-chapel devoted to
St. Gregory Lusavoritch (“the Lighl—Bcarer")
on the road to Shaba, a small village four
miles away from Cetatea-Alba. One other

inscription had been found isolated on the
steps of the Bulgarian Church in town,

Today, all the other inscriptions except
those within the Armenian Church have been
destroyed and their destruction is being
blamed on the “vicissitudes of history...”
However, the fact that they have been photo-
graphed, copied, described, published, and
Some even translated into other languages
allows for the preservation not only of their
long-gone appearance, but of the information
they contained as well. It has also allowed us
to draw this synthesis for whoever may be
interested in certajn aspects of the life of the

oldest Armenian colony on Romanian
ground,

4. The classification of the old Armenian
inscriptions in Cetatea-Alba

The Armenian inscriptions in Cetatea-
Alba were carved by the town stonecutters in
the best tradition of their fellow craftsmen in
Armenia, They illustrate almost perfectly the
lapidary art brought along from the native
homeland, A difference worth mentioning,
however, is their lack of the richer ornamen-

tation that characterizes the works of the mas-

ter stonecutters iy Armenia, which "

them look more austere. This may probably
be accounted for by the material in which
they are carved, namely marble, which is
harder andmore difficult to work on than the
voleanic tuff from “back home”,

The Armenian inscriptions in Cetatea-
Albd come in three major categories: the
founding ones, drawn.y
of altars; the votive on
of the beloved:

stones,

pon the consecration
es, for the celebration
and the ones drawn on tomb-

4.1. Founding inscriptions

These are inscriptions that mark the im-
portant events in the life of

a place of wor-
ship, for instance its found

ation and/or conse-

nave and two side (north an.d soutiT) kho
In the south khoran there is a thi
founding inscription m
and two secondary texts.

within a cross-ornated frame (

cratien, its major repairs or r?Stora“DT;j EI;I;
important donation a.s.o. Mentlon‘shou He
made here of the fact that ll_1ere is noff“cial
founding inscription to certify the 9 ICe-
dedicali;n of the Armenian Cl'mrch 1“'1 <
tatea-Alba to the Holy Assumption. T1’I?51{nn
certain other aspects suggest that the e.\jilﬂina:I
construction is not the same as the Olrech]_
one and should be dated back to anl‘aﬁmem-
lowing that of the earlie-st' estat) Iich
Since there are, in the existing chu na;’ i
scriptions from the 15" century, one !

fer that the first church was much
its patron saint was hanflt?d d
ready established tradition. Tl
mentioned historical upheavals supp

hypothesis.

in-

older and

own as an al-
The above-

i he main
isti 7 sists of t
['he existing church con i,

ce-register
i xt
ade of a primary te\d
‘ . .
cach inscribe
see Figure 1)-

S

The main text reads:

uuwuquubuudﬁhuuj
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Ve,
i.e.: “By the will of the
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- the protection of the Suprelne-A‘rjc!lt:nt:in-
dii['ite Athanasius, may he be praz:se i
| year of our Lord 16997
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2U
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of that saint in Cetatea_l-AIba as well. LeF it be //-57- _&‘\\\\\ stone-collection, contains: “The ; E:ﬁn— 8 'UIEGWW ‘|\r o
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of the church, a number of well-enough pre-
served frescoes with information in Armenian
lettering have been uncovered from under the
layer of whitewash applied during the Soviet
regime. On one of the vestibule tombstones,
made of white marble, a 20-line inscription is
still visible, with its beautifully carved letters,
of which some were “linked”. The versified
text speaks of a “merry young man” named
Magarditch, from the time when Bishop
Daniel reigned in Etchmyadzin2, who had
wandered towards “these alien lands of
Khaghkirman® [i.e., Ackermann], deprived of
the care of his brothers and friends, and had
now departed the realm of the living “at the
Creator’s irrevocable decision concerning his
person, leaving behind a great mourning for
his youthful age, so cveryone who may hap-
pen to drop by his tomb should pray for him®.
The date is April 21%, 1247 [ie., 1798]. Being
written in the fine language grabar, with
scholarly phrasing and rare words, the text
seems to have been drawn up by some cleric
of a higher rank, who must have mastered a
broader culture than a mere rural priest. It is
even conceivable that the text handed over to
the local stonecutter may have been drawn up
elsewhere and sent thereof.

Another tombstone, of white marble as
well, richly adomned with such floral motifs ag
the tree of life (see Figure 5), bears the follow-
ing inscription: “This is the resting-stone of
Pirigyul, son of Narin Bek from Danakert,
who passed away in the year 749> This is the
second mention made of the town of Danakert.
There is also a third one, made on a tombstone
dated 1624, that mentions another Pirigyul,
son of Nicaghayos, both from Danakert,

e

b " ol g L é £
< Archbishop Daniel was elected Catholicos in 1802

and held his office for the following six years,
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Fig 5

Even the inscriptions that are worn away
may still be deciphered, as, for instance, the
tombstone in Figure 6, that reads: “This is the
tomb of Azdvadzadur from Caffa, son of
Yezekiel, who has joined Christ the Lord God
at an early age, in the year 1659, January
22", The word “Caffa” is perfectly readable.
This is a further example of the fact that the
Armenians never forgot their places of origin:
even though they had settled in Ackerman,
they still mentioned their birthplaces. But,
since they had left the former capital city Ani
for over five centuries. they naturally called
that place Caffa now (in just the same way as
there is nowadays in Los Angeles a commu-
nity of the Armenians who left Romania).
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Fig 6
In time, the Armenians became “na-
tves™, so they gave Up mentioning their fara-
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way origins. Hence, there are tombstones on
which Ackerman (Cetatea-Albd) was the
birthplace now mentioned. A 1756 tombston?
written in verses goes: “O, you passers-by.
please show your mercy by saying: O, heav-
enly Father, show Your mercy! And Son]]e
day He will show you His mercy. For the
relative of Dasho Serkis from Aghkerman,
who departed this world in the year 1756, on
the 22" day”, .
Among the scattered stones,v Mellk.sfllt'
Bekov mentions one made of white marble.
that was found on the road leading to Shaba;
near the chapel devoted to St. Gregory Lusa
voritch. Its text is worth quoting fo_r th? plﬂ,cz
of origin of the person for which it \-\a_
carved: “This is the tomb of Deacon HOVha,l(L]n
nes, son of Agop from the village of Getv
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. Another researcher who saw and men-
tl-Oned the inscription was Melikset-Bekov, in
his paper published in Tiflis in 1911, under
the title “Armenian Relics in Cetatea-Alba™.
He neither doubts the dating, nor advances
any other hypothesis.

_ ‘The Romanian readers found out about
this inscription from the Jowrnal of History,
Archaeology, and Philology, published in
B.UChéreSt between 1882 and 1922, under the
dlr?ct]c’“ of Grigore Tocilescu. Grigore
Goilav published a vast survey entitled “The
Armenians as founders of towns in Eastern
EUI"Ope” in several successive issues of this
periodical (starting in tome X, year 1909,
page 241) and illustrated it with a photograph
of .the inscription. It is known that Grigore
Cﬂoﬂav’s son, who was 25 years old at that
time and had made a passion for the art of
photography (see Secolul 20 — The 20th Cen-
tury —, no. 200/1977). The author presumably
had the text of the inscription photographed
by Grigore Goilav, Jr. translated by someone
else, since it is being reproduced in the Jour-
nal... as follows: “This cross was engraved in
416 etc.”, which differs from the actual text at
the level of details, but does not miss the es-
Se“_tiﬂli the dating of the inscript
Goilav does not cast any doubt upon-
the translation
igore Avakyan.
f the in-
wnal

jon, that

' Such discrepancies in
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the opportunity to deny the worth 0
formation provided by Goilav in the Jot
of History, Archaeology, and philology alto-
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tfitea-Albé up to the 19" century” and pub-
lished in Cetatea-Alba itself in 1922, under
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mmg not date! But the accompanyil!g Pho_tO
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is there no other piece of evidence of any
kind to support it?

It must be said, first and foremost, that
the preservation of that inscription over such
a long time-span is quite exceptional in itself
and fortuitous, even though there were certain
given circumstances that made it possible.

e Armenians in Cetatea-Albi are very ar-
duous keepers of their traditions. For in-
stance, when Kutchuk-loannesov undertook
his researches in the early 20" century, he
found forty-two inscriptions, a number of
which were being “sheltered by schoolmaster
Aidinyan in the parish school”. This is to say
that, for a while at least, the old inscriptions
had been gathered and somehow protected in
stone-collections. In the 1930s and 1940s, the
parish possessed no more stone-collection;
everything that was left was damaged after
the Soviet occupation beginning in 1944, with
the exception of a couple of inscriptions al-
ready kept in the church. Moreover, the Ar-
menian cemetery, with all its richly decorated
and inscribed tombstones and its several old
monument-chapels of great artistic value, was
gradually destroyed over the four ensuing
decades, between 1944 and 1985, unti it be-
came a wasteland. But the Second World War
was in no way the first calamity to have
struck at the cultural vestiges of the Armenian
community in Cetatea-Alba, even though it
was the last. The Turkish occupation should
be given full credit for it. There was also the
forced relocation of a large part of the town’s
Armenian population in Constantinople in
1461, by order of Sultan Mohammed [l
(should we consider whether they carried
their tombstones all the way from Cetatea-
Alba to Constantinople?!) Later on, in 1484,
Sultan Bayazet conquered the town and an-
other five hundred Armenian families were
moved over to Constantinople. Prince John
the Terrible put fire to what he called the
“Turkish fortress™ of Cetatea-Alba in 1574,
Only two years later, the Kozaks did the

same, then again in 1650. All these fighting,
slaughtering, fire-laying and looting were not
without leaving traces, yet the people kept
creating and producing cultural artefacts. The
older an object was, the more it was subjected
to hostile actions in time, by comparison to a
more recent one. Besides, one should not
overlook the plain relentless action of time
that wears everything away in its passing, and
adds to man’s destructive work. It is no won-
der that the 967-dated inscription was found
shattered. It must have been covered by dirt
and rediscovered by chance much later, when
other works were undertaken. The virtual
other inscriptions as old as this, that remained
in one piece, must have suffered various van-
dalizing transformations over the centuries,
by chance reusers. Moreover, it so happened
that in the 19" century the tombs were moved
from the churchyards to cemeteries outside of
town, which must have caused further losses

of inscribed tombstones that no longer be-
longed to anybody.

Hence, the “life” of T T—
should be considered within a society-related
dynamics. Like any other social phenomenon
that describes a biological multitude, it is sub-
Ject to a logarithm-type law of variation or to
something of the kind. It goes without saying
that the lack of information from shorter time-
spans forces us to take into consideration the

information available from longer ones. If we

were to plot the frequency of the stones’ “sur-
viving™ an entire century, they should follow a
line such as mentioned carlier. The ones out-
side the line should exhibit unexplicable ab-
normalities. From the diagram below, of the
cumulated percentages of frequency for the
occurrence in Cetatea-Alba, in various centu-
ries, of stones displaying Armenian inscrip-
tions, a normally joined line results, with the
controversial stone at its right place. This may
suggest that the inscription fragment really
belongs to the series of inscriptions drawn by
the Armenians in Cetatea-Alba — in the 10"
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century, to be more precise. From all of the
above, we may clear-mindedly infer that the
Cetatea-Alba inscription analyzed by KL}'
tchuk-loannesov. Melikset-Bekov, and Gri-
gore Goilav is a native one and was accurately
dated back to the year 967.
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After those three were destroyed (and, pre-
sumably, the community was lessened), a
new place of worship was later built in the
stead of one of the former churches, iar the
khorans took over the patron saints of the
other two. But this hypothesis does not stand,
because it does not explain why the drawing
of founding inscriptions was considered nec-
essary for both khorans and not for the main
church, once it had been rebuilt.

Some inscriptions convey bits and
pieces of a personal nature from the life of the

individuals they mention, but those are not
particularly significant.

6.2. The origin of certain Armenians
in Cetatea-Alba

The inscriptions sometimes provide in-
formation about the places of origin of the
Armenians in Cetatea-Alba. Here is a summa-
rizing table with data taken from various in-
scriptions by several authors:

Year Names Occupation / The persons’
title places of origin
undated AGOPSHA
undated ANNA
967 (7) DAVIT
1446 (E)DIGAR
1447 ALEKS o RV - ]
SALUMAN
EMIN BEY bey
1474 SARKIS
CALUST
1624 PIRTULI Danakert
NEKAGHAIOS
1650 AN DREAS deacon
HOVHANNES
1656 DAVIT
1659 ASTVATZADUR | Caffa
YEZEKIEL
1699 St. OXENTIUS | Aghkirman
ATANAS archimandrite
GARABED deacon
AIDIN
1703 St. OVANNES & Danakert
MESROP hodja
L BAGHDASAR
‘ 1712 SIMAVON
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T D AN
MSIR = ane VAN village of Gamres near
1713 MARKAR Yerevan
AVAK | village of Gamres near
1713 AGHABAB Yerevan
Celith, S5 i Bl e e
NNES S | Yerevan
i - deacon
1715 HAGOP village of Getvon
HOVHANNES _______I_a_-——— Parag
agh
N =
1743 TEVA
AREV
KEVORK ¥ —T Danaghert
BEK
1749 NARIN
L Aghkrman
PIRIGYU g
KIS
1756 SER -
== Danaghe
1759 FRANGYUL M
HATCHUM [ ——— ]
MARI e ——
1759 pries e
asu near
HATCHADUR i Arg
RKIS .
1762 # VIT Haghkirman
HARA DA ot t]]e [il'ne Of‘a]’.
1798 MAGARDITCH Chimandrite
DANIEL ’/’Qadnfl,,ﬂ/v
£ e to Cetatea-Alba
Armenians cam . e
idea iy thF: s over a long tune-'span a e
- geveral wave entioned in
Remarks: in

Aghkrman, Hagh-

L. Tt hemes AgiRpEE riants of the name

kirman are obviously va

Ackerman (Ak Kirman) e Armenian
. Certain names originating'm t]\,f:[-al instan-

town of Danakert appear I9ﬂ s€

ces: 1624, 1703, 1749, 1759

st al]d
il : bove, firs
Let us notice in the table 2 do not

foremost, that half the illSC"lpS'o-:;f of the
mention the persons’ year Of. y [q‘ilﬂ to be
other half, however, only a thli'd ;;kerman).
from the town of Cetatea-Alba : ption their
Three quarters of those w].10 Iﬂ,“zO have ar-
places of origin are most gy the time the
rived in the area rather recent|')/]alsuppol15 the
inscriptions were drawn, which

[\

tant place of ©
17" century Jus

The most i

Thele a]'e ﬂ]SO-
von aﬂd Gamt
lage Argast "¢

nOtiCi &
SubSta““al

rigin is being
t as much as !
nteresting ©
Kert that kee l
) during more 1
families T
es near ;
ar Harind]
resence O
ab[e: %4
f that suppor

il
¢t is in the 18"
ase is that of a f’amll.y
P mentioning their
an a century!
om the villages Gejt-
Yerevan, from the vil-
i. or from the village
f é‘affa is also worth
hat we have here Ts a
ts the historical
oles of the time regard-
| rom Caffa to Ce-

former was conquered
1€
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by the Turks. Still, three inscriptions mention
Ackerman as the place of origin of the de-
ceased, probably from a sense of imitation,
because the fact was obvious to anyone.

6.3. Names of Armenian inhabitants of
Cetatea-Alba over the centuries

One can easily notice that almost all tra-
ditional Armenian names are to be found in
the previous table. Certain names of foreign
resonance (Pirigyul, Pirtuli, Msir) may sug-
gest a Persian influence. The absence of
women’s names is still to be explained. An
Anna appears in a votive fragmentary inscrip-
tion and a Mari speaks of her own mourning
as the wife of the deceased. Were the wives
not entombed with the same funeral honours
as their husbands? Or maybe the husbands
were always away on business travels and
had no time for ceremonies, while the wives
who remained at home suffered for the loss of
their husbands from both a moral and a mate-
rial point of view. Anyway, this is a fact that
cannot be accounted for with bare supposi-
tions and requires a closer look.

6.4. Occupations and social statuses

One notices that only about 40 percent
of the titles mentioned in the table refer to
laymen, while the larger rest to clerics. Only
one merchant is being mentioned with his
occupation. We have to suppose that other
similar mentions have simply not withstood
the passage of time for us to see; another pos-
sible interpretation is that the vast majority of
the merchants actually had modest means and
very few among them could afford to pay for
a marble tombstone that withstand the pas-
sage of time.

Among the laymen, there is a “bey”
from the 15™ century (1447), when Cetatea-
Alba still belonged to Moldavia. That is tan-
tamount to saying that the person had gotten
his title elsewhere. There is also a “bek” in
the 18" century, when such a title could obvi-

ously be obtained from the Turks who ruled
the town at that time. For the rest, we have
several clerical ranks: archimandrite, priest,
and deacon (three times). The presence in the
table of the Armenian medieval noble title
“dashkho” should not go unnoticed, although
the title may have been used as a proper name
(in the same way as Takvor, Takuhi etc.)

7. The language of the Armenian inscriptions
in Cetatea-Alba

Uursh2 aU 9Nhu.re MULSU Lhi
NPAH LPNY. LNRPAU, UhD
LOUhLOUh UR LN thi

SGM NULhGL, UN2ha Shi
MLUV2hS8h BLAL ULUH L
h8UNLHIPUUL U.BU RUN UL
CUS LURU.8hS UUUGL Uht

8GPURP OSUL MULSIUSULGhL
ONhPU h ALURLS BLUGLE R
8GNRALNS Gh UUMSH b .0N8 LNEL
LAPBULL BUNULS UBLUMLPhG
UEPUMERAEIBU.S 8hhPARY USLEHUL
GLhe OhhPUS AALAPML N

GRND, b UNhG. 8Nhhd SPSUUGhG
2NhEU.8 92N 8UKhSEURG

h UUOUNhe UL bhp 2ULUDG
U838k UrS ULy Uh 2nnnruh

‘b AhNNUBY BRPNS BhAUH

1247 UMPHLRh U pe, 21

The Cetatea-Alba Armenian inscriptions

from the 10" to the 18" centuries are written

N Armenian. The subsequent ones, from the
th 1l 5 S5 ’

19" and 20 centuries, are bilingual — in Ar-

menian and Russian — and later even in Ro-

manian. As was expected, the Armenian lan-

guage used between the 10" and the 18" cen-

turies to draw the inscriptions, whether vo-
tive, funeral or otherwise, was the learned
sort of Armenian of the time,

namely that
called grabar.

[t was the language every
cleric had to know, since all the religious

books were written in it. One may assume
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that the texts meant to be carved Into

joned
stones were being composed and fashio [
; ik ; other language, the
by the clerics. Like any other 1alls )
. . r’
grabar could be mastered in its essencT O|ev
- i . e -
the best of cases, in all its richness at tllevels
els of both vocabulary and style. Thzsihe L9
of knowledge obviously influence e
scribed texts, depending on whether i
thor possessed a vast culture or 1.10;-1 Ll
e
the grabar evolved towards a mid
& 19" century, the
nian; then, in the late N
ashkharapar came along and ga‘_”e]
: o
tion in the process of modernizatio

The Armenian inscriptions i Cct:fjat:i?e
Alba reflect all these stages. AS expz S
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scriptions seems more develop"f1 oo
a style of its own: “By the Wil &7 L
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thets, they presented circum.st:?nc s
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had elapsed since the Fre.nch Re .. Naples;
coalition between Austrid, F-{UStSF;aﬂce, the
and Turkey was formin,o? agains s Tow
spirits were in turmoil in Europr(;ached the
echoes of all this must Ila\ie freedom in
mouth of the Dniestr and a lalgil) nore WoI-
expressing an epitaph came as | i and
der to anybody. Moreover, thel - Sealol af:
somehow ostentatious Styl‘_e’ “e itaph of a
fected words turn the ve.,~5|ﬁed izce worthy
child called Magarditch mt.O 'a Ttext above,
of a collection (see the origin

8).
o
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The versified cpitaph of t]entionﬁd i
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humorous N
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ture: the deceased addresses et
nlae Lord God, that he be shown a way :
;s While lacking any pamcu?ar :i:tetirgnr)s
these original tomt?stone msc|p(, &
e d their place in @ virtual antho ocy]
n]lay ﬁ::dieval Armenian writings from the
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i nube.
area of the Carpathians and the Da
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8. The art of ston€ engraving to be foun

the Cetatea-Alba inscriptions
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cutters in Armenia. It is true that very few
examples can illustrate this statement, given
the effects of the passage of time that has
wiped out many inscriptions.

The few remaining ones, however,
prove most useful in establishing an unmedi-
ated relationship between the art of the
khatchikars and certain inscriptions in Ce-
tatea-Alba. The most eloquent example is the
stele carrying a 3-line inscription dated back
to the 15™ century (to the year 1446 — see
Figure 8). It is in fact a double khatchikar,
since it has two crosses with the tree of life at
their feet, a typical representation for the Ar-
menian khatchikars, framed by arches linking
together twisted pillars and richly ornamented
with grapes. This element js often displayed
on many khaichikars. Thus, there are decora-
tive representations of grapes on the 4™
century Aghts mausoleum, on the S
reliefs discovered in Dvin, on tl
the south entrance to the g™

-century
e arcade of

-century church in
Ptghni, on the fragments of the outer arcade

frieze as well as on the fragments of the outer
arcade archivolt of the 7"-century monument
in Zvartnotz, on the reliefs of the ]0”‘-century
Holy Cross Monastery on the island of Ak-
htamar, on the khatchikar erected at the south
entrance of the 13™-century St. Gayané Mon-
astery ‘in Etchmyadzin — o recall only a few
examples. Only the rather reduced size of the
stele (approximately 23 by 18 inches) make it
different from those in Armenia th
ally bigger. Yet, as far as its artistic achieve-
ment, its balanced composition, its rich or-
namentation are concerned, the stele, whicl is
embedded in the south wall of the church, js
casily comparable to similar works of art in
Armenia. It is worth mentioning, at this point,
that the Armenians may be credited with the
introduction of the grape vine culture in this
area peopled mostly by fishermen.

The direct relationship with the art of
the Armenian stone engravers goes even fur-

at are usu-

ther. Thus, the undated3 stele with the votive
inscription that mentions one Agopsha is ac-
tually a khatchikar. Above the five-line text
there is an Armenian cross having another
two, smaller crosses beneath its horizontal
arms. Such a three-cross representation is also
to be found on a khatchikar-pillar from the
Sanakhin Monastery, on another khatchikar
from the porch of the St. Asdvadzadzin Mon-
astery and at the I3"’~century Gheghard Mon-
astery, at the 14"-century Virgin Mother
Church in Amaghou, as well as in other
Places. The traditions of stone engraving were
brought over from Armenia together with the
master stonecutters who went on illustrating
it in Cetatea-Alba. Then, in time, the other-
wise rich decorations gradually gave up these

patters; starting in the 18" century, the [talian
models became fashionable.

9. The inscriptions preserved in
Cetatea-Albi to this day

The Armenian inscriptions in Cetatea-
Alba have long awaken interest through their
ornamental variety and richness and maybe
also through the information they conveyed.
This is why a schoolmaster made up a stone
collection to protect them at the turn of the
2qh century: they were already beginning to
fall apart and some had even been lost. To-
wards the mid—century, the stone collection
itself no longer existed. Alongside the scatter-
ing of the Armenian community following
the Second World War, the destructive forces
involved in this process took up speed. The
yvard of the Armenian Church, covering al-
most 1.5 hectares, was abusively divided into
lots and built upon, which caused the destruc-
tion of a great Many historical vestiges. The
cemetery that concentrated many inscription

e SR

3 The learned H.Dj. Siruni st
is related to the |5t century. A.-H. Toramanyan
suggested that a later dating was more likely to be
true. namely towards (he mfd~]8‘hcmlury.

ated that the inscription
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\ J

was devastated; whatever was 16?012;‘;21
wiped off the face of the earth. TnsSince i
done with any utilitarian_ purpose,noccupied
respective area has remained an -ulscriptions
wasteland to this day. All the 1
have obviously been lost.

Only the inscriptions W
have been preserved, namely: b

— the ones in the St. Hovhannes A/ .

— the ones in the St. Oxentius {choran;.

— the ones in the church main nave\,m-

— the ones embedded in thei e%z; 1
ment of the south entrance (seven ?escoes

— the explanations of thellsr.
painted on the south entrance wa C; i

— a number of stones embedde

ithin the church

n—
of the west €
de ly eroded and
d labora-

pavement under the arca o
trance, but those are co_mp |
can only be read by using a

(by noticing the dislocatio:}s
| by the stonecutters
| class of X-

tory equipment .
induced in the materia

specia
tools with the use of a sp

rays).

l il

i historical vicissitudes, tt}e. d::s;r:z_
i the‘ -+v of the social and politica i
Bl hos“"t}’, 0caused almost the whole ;:bé
R ha\f;an inscriptions in Cetatea- b
ot o g The fact that some represi‘et:.Stic
o of great historical and 2 ;ties
i insmnces’ll suvnfived all these advers %
1 ha\’ff i for how large this lot actu?h ;t

Y Itse“:]d keep in mind, however,been
i Qne‘ Shoz:]rchf:ological Sl.Jl’Veys ha:re; iy
i SCIB[ll\t;gcin this area. SO if they were,
undertak

h histori-

cpect that fresh i

dOUbtedlyrt:;l[its be brought t0 light.
inc a

speakS

Bucharest. November 2005
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