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THE ARMENIAN INSCRIPTIONS OF CETAT
o™ TO THE 18" CENTURIES

FROM THE 1

EA-ALBA

Arpyar Sahakyan

1. The town of Cetatea-Alba

Celeb;g::dtg‘\glo gfvge.tatez;-ﬁ\lbé has recent.ly
s, Gues t.he m:mzjxcs ot ?ocum?nte.d exlIs-
history, it has bcon::e en l.fltl.E? of its tlou!)led
fhrotgh several reiati ‘s);e\ era name-s_. lived
ple of many nationg /l\n'cs. a'nd*s'he“eled e
, Armenians included.

A8 2:‘(‘);';2 al:l?}St o’rj its. existence, Cna.tz}tea—
o i ol e dcnossmg of both military
0 P by ”an Fomnmnded a large estu-
Dnestr. 2 l-,'::,e;-ﬂ miles) at the mf)uth of the
the earliest timemtTllms- bc_e” e ﬁ“.om
o j 1ere, In Celatea-Alba'_. a
from afar qnéaoo S. gathered together coming
Jons The‘ ; scattered to -even farther hori-
« The xiver mouth being strangled: the
E::;a;?;dlsbaclual!y a lz}goon of saltish wa.ter
' y a high, hilly shore upon which
military defence fortifications Were naturally
ef‘ected in the old days. On the south-eastern
side of the hills one can still see the half-
excavated vestiges of a powerﬂ[] Greek
stronghold and the remainings of ancient
Eﬂ.lhs with their mosaic intact. The famous
city of Stephen the Great” is still preserved
on the hilltop; it was in fact begun by Ge-
noese builders, enlarged by Prince Alexander
the Good, fortified by the Turks rebuilt and
enlarged again by Stephen the Great but by
01her.subsequenl Moldavian rulers a3 well, 50
that it can easily be numbered among the
V_"m’]d’s greatest medieval military constric
t,l(?ns' There are authors who claim that c€r”
ta'm constructive details in it recall the Arme-
fan strongholds in Cilicia, the German
builders, the Moldavian fortifications a.s.0-
The stronghold had 16-t. thick walls
surrounded by a defence 0S¢ more 1

/ide and 80 ft. deep. Cetatea-Alba, this so-

ft. w
called “Eastern port”, could not have had a

smooth existence OVer such a long span of
time. Each of its ages had its own signifi-

cance and the Armenians witnessed more

than one.
At mid—14lh
sts of the Golden Hor

route passin
S abandoned. Hence, a new

blished somewhat later, in
1382, that went all the way from Lemberg,
through Cernauti, Suceava. Pascani, lasi, Tir-
aul Lapusna, down to Cetatea-Alba and
Chilia. The Caffa merchants who traded in
Lemberg would rather have their counterparts
in Cetatea-Alba act as middlemen. The Ce-
tatea-Alba and Chilia customs records of the
) valuable goods such as silk,

procade. taffeta, cotton, SOap: rice. wine a.s.0.
the town merchants made

The great income
ya substantial annual trib-

allowed them t© pa
orte. This may be the rea-
ed certain privi-

ute to the Sublime P
1d Cetatea-Alba mer-

century, due to the con-
de led by Ganibeg-

que
g through south-

Khan, the trade
ern Poland wa
trade route was esta

time mentiol

son why gultan Bayazet grant

leges O the Chilia al :
chants, 1 the latter half of the 15 ' century,
o the trading of calves, horses.

with regard
sheep, SWine, fresh
timber, W

fishbone glue: ) :
rafts polish grain Was being loaded in Ce-

tatea-Alhﬁ onto ships that sailed m. C)’PI‘L‘IS,
and T.-ebizond wine Was beil‘ug S|1[p!)€d in.
puring the 16" centurys in SPIt of history’s
ups and downs: there was a pat'tlcu[ar flour-

ishing of all tra 60 to ]{"51‘“]35
came N0 the Cetatea-Albd port from Nico-
; 2 a.5.0. every

sia Constﬂntinople. ginope. Caft
1 * full-loaded carts ar-

-qvans of

and salted fish. caviar, oil.
ood, and log-loaded

des, SO that





