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A-INTRODUCTION

Of the myriad memoires pertaining to the Armenian Genocide it is in-
deed circuitous to find one that doesn’t dwell on the negative aspects of the
huge calamity that befell the Armenian people in 1915. Levon Shahoian’s
memoir, Dikrisi Apin (On the Banks of the Tigris)! stand out as one of the few
optimistic accounts about the subject. This might be due to the fact that Levon
Shahoian did not live within Western Armenia and he and his family were
relatively spared the ordeal in the Salmasd region of Persia. Or were they?

As many of you may start to speculate about how events came to be that
Salmasd Armenians had to partially endure the same faith as their brethren
from Shadakh (south of Van) and its environs, it becomes necessary to give the
background history of the events.?

Since it is the historian’s task is to solve such issues through research, it be-
came an objective of mine to look into the history of the era to find answers to

1 Shahoian’s book was published in Beirut, 1968. The urge to write this article, came by way of
my translation of Levon Shahoian’s book from Armenian into English. See Levon Shahoian, On
the Banks of the Tigris, Trans. By Garabet K Moumdjian, London: Gomidas Institute, 2012). I
noticed that there were historical gaps in the narrative(s) that needed to be addressed. This pro-
cess was in itself rewarding, because the outcome was a historical narrative regarding an Armeni-
an deportation that had thus far eluded historians.

2 The first three stories in Shahoian’s account are about his childhood in Salmasd. The fourth
story jumps into Camp life in Baaquba, modern day Iraq. This creates a gap that skews the flow of
the timeline in his collection of short stories.



the question at hand. This turned out to be an arduous task, since the literature
about the area and the era in question is almost nonexistent. One of the few
sources that I was able to secure through the help of some Armenians whose an-
cestors had originated from Shadakh is a memoir written by Melik[set] Azizian,'.
Melikset was a native of the Armshad Armenian village of the Shadakh district?
(currently Catak) south of Van. Another important memoir pertaining to the era
under discussion is that of Kegham Vartanian,> who was a resident of the Shu-
shants Armenian village of the Shadakh area. I also received some important ad-
vice from Mrs. Seta Hovannesian, a native of Baghdad, who recently submitted
an MA thesis at Yerevan State University in Armenia regarding the history of the
Armenian community of Iraq.* It is from these meager sources that I was able to
weave the background history for Levon Shahoian’s book.

B-THE ARMENIANS OF SHADAKH LEAVE IN 1915 AND RETURN
HOME IN 1917

The story begins with the first self-defense act of the Armenians of Van
in April-May 1915. Organized by the legendary Armenian hero Aram
Manougian, this hard to achieve resistance was built around the premise that if
the Armenians were able to stand their position until the advancing Russian
armies, and the Armenian volunteer units arrived, they would be saved from
certain annihilation.

! Melik[set] Azizian, Hushabadum (Memoirs), (Glendale: Alco Printing, 1982). Azizian’s mem-
oires are perhaps the sole source that I could secure regarding this little known episode about the
second deportation of Armenians of Van. As such, it begs to be translated into English to be ac-
cessible to a larger readership.

2 The District of Shadakh included the villages of Armshad, Dagh, Pols, Arikom, Krments, Khu-
mar, Serget, Gajet, Hinents, Jnug, Vank, Shushants, etc.

3 Kegham Vartanian, Azkayin Domar: Vasburaganen Minchev Irak (National Registry: From Vas-
buragan [Van] to Iraq), (Los Angeles: Publisher and year published unknown).

4 This is what Ohannesian writes regarding the sources for her account: “...The information I have
gathered are mainly derived from oral accounts by some of the deportees and especially Armenian
fighters who participated in the skirmishes. The most important source is the document boxes be-
longing to Levon Shaghoian (AKA Levon Pasha [not to be confused with Levon Shahoian who was
mentioned earlier as the author of On the Banks of the Tigris]. Levon Shaghoian assumed the lead-
ership of the Armenian forces in Van during the second deportation of 1918 and was able to secure
the safety of the deportees with some 800 Armenia soldiers, all remnants of the Armenian volunteer
units, who had settled back in Van in 1917. Shaghoian was later to become the leader of the Arme-
nian deportees at the refugee camps in Iraq (Baaquba and Nahr El Omar).
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As the ensuing events show, Armenians withstood numerous advances by
the Turkish army. The arrival of the Russian armies and the Armenian Volunteer
units under the command of General Antranig (Toros Ozanian) saved the day.

The situation, however, was not to last, since the Russian Armies had to
withdrew. This necessitated the exodus of some 200,000 Armenians into the
relative safety of Yerevan province. This first exodus was marred with several
skirmishes with the remnants of the Turkish army, which had a strong hold of
the Pergri Gorge (currently Muradiye). In all, some 50,000 Armenian deportees
lost their lives at Pergri, while the rest reached Eastern Armenia.

It is of interest to note that during this first deportation about 15,000 Ar-
menians from Shadakh didn’t take the Pergri route, but were rather diverted
into Persia, where they settled in the Salmasd district for the next two years
(1915-1917). Melik Azizian and Kegham Vartanian and their families were
among the latter. They settled first in Aghpag, an Armenian village near the
Monastery of St. Partoghomyos (Bartholomew). It was here, on Persian soil,
that the Prelate of the Armenians of northern Persia, Archbishop Nerses Meik-
Tangian, came to see to the needs of his flock. He directed the efforts to feed
and to tend to the medical needs of the deportees from his office at the Monas-
tery of St. Bartholomew. The reader will encounter Archbishop Melik-Tankian
in one of Levon Shahoian’s short stories in this book.!

After the successful second Russian offensive in late 1916, many Armeni-
ans from Van and its environs returned home in 1917. Most of the villages of
the districts of Van had been burned to the ground. The repatriating Armenians
restarted their lives in the City of Van and the nearby village of Ardamed.? The
repatriation didn’t endure and the safety of the repatriates was once again test-
ed several months later, since:

The dual Russian revolutions and the onset of the Russian Civil War in
1917 were accompanied by the collapse of the Russian armies on the Caucasian
front. As the Russian divisions abandoned their positions in the occupied east-
ern Ottoman provinces the horrifying specter loomed for the Armenians of
having to flee from these territories once again and having to face a Turkish
[Ottoman] offensive that would also threaten the very existence of the Eastern
Armenian population... By Early April [1918], all of the Western Armenian

! Shahoian, On the Banks, See short story (3) titled: “Our Encounter with the Srpazan (Bishop,
Prelate).”
2 Ardamed was an Armenian village in the vicinity of Van itself. It was famous for its Apple crops.
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areas occupied by the Russians during the war had been retaken by the Turkish
army.!

The rest of the history of this second deportation of the Armenians of
Van is one that has not been properly treated within the annals of the History
of the Armenian Genocide. Thus, it merits telling if only for the sole reason to
remedy the record.

Azizian had finished writing his memoirs in 1979. It is from this source
that we pick the rest of the story. As the Russian armies timidly withdrew from
the front, the Armenians were once again left to their own fate in terms of de-
fending themselves against an advancing Turkish army. This unequal fight ne-
cessitated that the remnants of the Armenian volunteer unit oversee the dual
task of first fighting against the Ottomans, while at the same time to take care
of the deportation of the Armenians to a safe place. Once again, the road to
safety was cut by Ottoman regiments who had taken control of the strategic
Pergri Gorge,? the only route through which destitute Armenians had to pass. It
was in this pandemonium that Azizian writes:

It was in March of 1918 that all of us soldiers carried as much ammuni-
tion and rations from our warehouse in Vosdan and burned the rest. We walked
toward Van. When we reached Ardamed we found it deserted. The people had
already left. We tracked their route and reached the village of Janig that night
where we were joined with our people. There were some 15,000 to 20,00(P peo-

! Richard G. Hovannisian, “The Contest for Kars, 1914-1921,” in Richard G. Hovannisian ed., Ar-
menian Kars and Ani, (Mazda Publishers: Costa Mesa, California, 2011), 274-275. The Russian
withdrawal was rooted in the Treaty of Brest Litovsk of 1917, according to which Lenin ceded
back to the Ottoman Empire all territories that were conquered by the Russian armies through
the Berlin Treaty of 1878 (Batuml[i], Kars and Ardahan). This was to be altered in October of
1918, when a defeated Ottoman Empire signed the Mudros Armistice with the Allied powers.

2 There is an inconsistency regarding the Pergri Gorge being taken by the ottoman army. See below

3 See Appendix. British document No. 36170., Office of Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, 4 Decem-
ber 1919, from British Lieut. Col. A. T. Wilson C.S.I,, CM.G,, C.LE,, D.S.0., Acting Civil Commis-
sioner in Mesopotamia to the Secretary of State for India, London, S'W. 1. British official H.L.
Charge estimates the number of Armenians at around 14,000 of which three quarters were from
Shadakh (south of Van) and the rest from Salmasd and Urmia. See also Irazeg (Informed person),
“Baaqubayi Hay Pakhesdagannere,” (The Armenian Refugees in Baaquba), Husaper, year V, No. 5,
Thursday, Cairo, April 19, 1919, 1-2. This newspaper article estimates the number of Armenians
at 15.0000 and the Assyrians at 30.000 to 35.000. The newspaper also estimates the number of
Armenian soldiers at 850. See footnote 37 for more details from Husaper. This British document
that is printed in the Appendix was supplied by Historian Ara Sarafian, Director of the Gomidas
Institute, London.

6



ple and us, the soldiers. I found my mother and other family members there. At
daybreak we got news that the Pergri Gorge was already occupied by the Turk-
1sh army... There were two views regarding the situation: One group insisted
on the soldiers continuing the way regardless of the impossibility of passing
through Pergri and rather use the mountainous route. The second opinion was
that of our military leader Levon Shaghoian (AKA Levon Pasha) and Kosti
Hampartsoumian, who advocated to change the route and to go to Persia
through Sarra and from there to Yerevan. The second opinion prevailed.’

In her correspondence with me, Seta Ohannesian stresses the fact that
rumor regarding the Pergri Gorge being under Ottoman control was baseless. If
the Van Armenians had taken that road they could then pass through to the
plain of Alashgerd and hence to Kars and Yerevan:

The final retreat of the people of the province of Vasburagan had started
in the last ten days of March, 1918. It was in the village of Janig that the rumor
regarding the Pergri Gorge being taken over by Turkish forces had perplexed a
population of some 60,000 to 70,000. In reality, however, the gorge was still un-
der the control of Armenian forces. It was this rumor that sealed the fate of
thousands of deportees who were diverted toward Persian soil and, in the pro-
cess, to finally settle in the Mesopotamian desert.?

That the Pergri Gorge was not taken over by Ottoman forces is also ascer-
tained by Kegham Vartanian. His account regarding the confusion is telling, to
say the least:

We finally were able to understand what had happened. As soon as the
Military Command, together with the leaders and the people, marched out of

! Azizian, Hushabadum, 56-57. The name Vosdan, which means orchard in Armenian, denotes
the Armenian suburb of Van, which is also known as Aykesdan. It was named after the rich or-
chards that surrounded the houses in the district.

2 Seta Ohannesian. One issue that has to be addressed is the numbers that Ohannesian gives.
There is a discrepancy as to the number of Armenians in this second deportation; While Ohan-
nesian estimates the number of deportees at 60,000 to 70,000, Azizian’s account puts them at
about 15,000 to 20,000. Solving the discrepancy meant looking at the records once again. It turns
out that the numbers 15,000 to 20,000 refers to the Armenian deportees, while the bigger number
of 60,000 to 70,000 refers to Armenian and Assyrian deportees combined. According to Ohan-
nesian (Levon Shaghoian archive documents), the number of Armenians from Salmasd and Urmia
who joined the Armenians from Van is around 800-1000. However, British sources (see Appen-
dix) estimate the total number of refugees (both Armenian and Assyrian, referred to sometimes as
Nestorians or Syriacs) at around 40,000. One can conclude, with some mathematical accuracy the
total number to be between 40,000 to 60,000.



Janig, they hear loud artillery explosions from around Pergri. They, without
determining what the bombardment was about, retreat in panic and announce
to the people that Pergri is already taken and the Turkish army, which is now
advancing against the Armenians in Janig. Therefore, all military volunteers and
deportees should unite with us [Military Command] so that we start our march
via Sarra, Godol, and then Salmasd in Persia... It was also reported that the Mil-
itary Command had already spoken through telephone with our regiment
commander in Pergri and had concluded from the latter’s answers that Pergri
was already Taken and that the speaking officer had become a captive of the
Turkish army... The astonishing reality was that the bombardment sounds were
from our ship on Lake Van; the same ship that was supposed to pick us and take
us to Arnis or Banz. In fact, the ship did set anchor at Banz— without picking
up us first—however, before the sailors disembarked from it, they committed it
to fire. It was the fire that caused artillery rounds of many shapes and calibers to
explode, thus creating the illusion that Pergri was taken over. In reality, small
groups of Armenians had already crossed the Gorge safely...This is the reality
about the rumors surrounding the Pergri Gorge. Had our leaders acted differ-
ently, the 15,000 to 20,000 Van Armenians could have been relocated to Eastern
Armenia rather than having to endure the ordeal that they did in Persia and the
sands of Mesopotamia..."

It must be noted, however, that the Armenian defenses around Kars was
also to come under heavy Turkish attack in the winter of 1918. However, at the
time [late March to early April 1918] the city and its environs were still under
the protection of Armenian forces. Had the Armenians of Van taken the route
to Kars, they might as well have ended in Yerevan province. However, the fate
of Kars was doomed about three weeks later:

...As it was, news of the order to surrender Kars spread rapidly, creating
havoc and panic among the [Armenian/ military and civilian population. With-
in a few hours thousands of Armenians were fleeing eastward toward Alexan-
drapol in the province (guberniia) of Erevan. On April 25 the Turkish army
marched into Kars and took possession of its network of forts and great military
stockpiles?

! Vartanian, Azkayin Domar, 80-82.
2 Richard Hovannisian, Armenia on the road to Independence, 121-159.

8



The fall of Kars in itself is an issue that has to be discussed here. Contrary
to the popular historical understanding that Kars was surrendered to the advanc-
ing Turkish army under the leadership of General Vehip Pasha, the truth of the
matter is completely different from this popular comprehension. It so happened
that the Armenian forces withdrew from Sarikamish on April 5 1918, after a 10
day incessant fight. Nevertheless, they continued to fight from their newly ac-
quired combat positions for eleven more days, until the Armenian deportees
reached Kars.

Kars had now become the meeting point of the Armenian forces retreating
from Sarikamish, the second Armenian infantry unit, a reserve unit of the Ar-
menian Army, an engineering army corp. unit, the artillery unit of the castle,
some Russian and Greek volunteer brigades, etc.

According to the Russian Army Commander of the Caucasian front, Gen-
eral Lebendinki, The Armenian and other forces in Kars were capable of defend-
ing the city for at least one month.” The Ottoman Army, on the other hand, cap-
tured van and then Gharakilise, thus pouring into the valley of Alashgerd. It was
at this juncture, on April 13, 1918, that Lasha Chkenkeli, the Georgian President
of the Caucasian Republic and residing in Tifils (Tbilisi) cabled Vehip pasha to stop
the military operations. Moreover, and this is the crux of the issue regarding the
“handing over” of Kars, the same Chkhenkeli ordered General Nazarpekian to pull
out from Kars and start the relocation process of the population.

Nazarpekian, who at the time had no means of communicating with the
Armenian National Council (Hay Azgayin Khorhurd) and having no perception
regarding the political conditions and the ramifications of such an act for the
future of the Armenian people, heeded to the political command of Chkenkeli
and gave the order for the evacuation of Kars on April 25, 1918. The truth of the
matter was that most of the Armenian fighting units and their commanders as
well as the population were against such a move. They would rather fight to de-
fend Kars. Such was the opinion of General Deyev and General Vishinski, Colo-
nel Morelle, etc. The military Commissar of Kars, Dzamoyan wrote on April 25:

The fighters and the people, who were
more than ready to defend this most formidable
castle for the defense of the Caucasus, was thus
obliged to leave all behind and to witness the
burning of Kars from afar.!

! For more information regarding the Kars affair see Murad Karapetyan, Hayastani Hanrapetutyan
Banake 1918-1920 T/vakannerun/ (The Army of the Republic of Armenia, 1918-1920), (Yerevan:
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The fall of Kars would later, on May 28, 1918, necessitate a firm Armenian
stance at Sartarabad, Gharakilise and Pash Aparan, against overwhelming Turk-
ish forces for the sake of preserving a small piece of geography that would be-
come the nexus of the Republic of Armenia of 1918-1920.

C-A NEW DEPORTATION BEGINS

Returning back to the story of the second deportation from Van and its
environs, it seems that the rumor of the Pergri Gorge being controlled by Ot-
toman forces was swallowed by the Armenian leadership and people who had
gathered at the village of Janig. It was this Armenian convoy whose fate was to
be intertwined with that of the Armenians of the Salmasd and Urmia districts
in Persia. According to both Azizian and Vartanian, the Armenian soldiers and
people reached Salmasd at the end of March 1918. They had to stay in the area
for two months, during which they had to endure several battles against the
Ottoman regiments, Kurdish tribes, as well as Persian irregulars who were in-
cessantly following them!'

The route to Salmasd was not an easy one by any means. The path that
the deportees took brought them first to the village of Khno, then the district of
Arjag. By walking parallel to the Lake Arjag they arrived at the town of Sarra
on the Persian side of the border. Once in Sarra, Kosti Hampartsoumian wrote
to the Persian governor of Khoy to permit the deportees to go through Julfa and
hence to Yerevan. His letter being left unanswered, he leads the deportees to-
ward Khoy through the historic Godol Gorge. The deportees spend their night
alongside the Habashan Kurdish village. They then continue on to the village of
Makhinan, where a military strategy was developed to defend the population
against the Ottoman forces following in their rear. The first full fledged battle
between the Armenian fighters and the forces of the Kurdish leader Simku?
took place on the outskirts of Makhinan. Many fall from both sides. The leader-

Republic of Armenia Academy of Sciences “Gitutyun” Press, 1996). The information regarding
the evacuation of Kars in April 1918 was taken from Karapetyan’s book.

! Azizian, Hushabadum, 64. Vartanian, Azkayin Domar, 86-92.

2 Simku was a problematic Kurdish chieftain for Armenians of Van since the early 1900s. On Ot-
toman intrigue, he used his forces to battle the Armenian revolutionary bands, which transported
weapons into Van from Persia (Salmasd). Moreover, during the Iranian Constitutional Revolution
of 1906-1911, he, in collusion with Tsarist Russian Officials from the Caucasus (Tiflis, Tbilisi),
had fought against Armenian revolutionary forces in the Khoy, Salmasd, and Urmia corridor.
Simku is mentioned in Russian as well as Ottoman and Armenian Revolutionary Federation (Hay
Heghapokhagan Tashnagtsutiun) Archival material, especially during the period 1907-1914.
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ship discussed the possibilities of going to Khoy or to Salmasd, since the former
would bring them closer to their route to Yerevan, while the latter would drive
them further into Persia and towards an unknown fate. It is finally decided to
go to Salmasd and to abandon going to Khoy altogether, since that would entail
more skirmishes not only with Kurds, but also with advancing Ottoman regi-
ments. The deportees reach Salmasd between April 8 and 10.!

Besides, even Salmasd was not a safe place for the deportees, since the
whole area from Salmasd to Urmia presented the risk of encounters with Kurd-
ish and Persian bandits and even Ottoman regular army regiments. It was at
about this time that General Antranig had advanced through Julfa with his vol-
unteer regiment in an effort to take over Khoy and to unite with the Van de-
portees. However, himself coming under heavy attack from enemy forces, An-
tranig engages them while retreating back to Julfa. Antranig’s maneuver was
important since it attracted enemy forces towards him, while giving the depor-
tees a chance to make it from Salmasd to Urmia with less risks then they
would’ve otherwise encountered.?

When the Armenians of Van reached Salmasd the area had already been
devastated. Azizian’s account runs parallel to what Shahoian mentions in one of
his short stories regarding the Kurdish-Assyrian skirmishes and the plot of the
Kurdish chieftain, Simku,® which resulted in the death of the Assyrian leader
Mar Shimon (AKA Mar Shimun)* and a number of his most trusted aides:

The situation in Salmasd was hopeless. The area had transformed during
the past four months. Life had come to a halt there with the desertion of the
Russian army units. The Armenians of the area, feeling insecure, had left the
area. The Assyrians, with their leader, Mar Shimon, were the master of the situa-

! Seta Ohannesian. See footnote 6.

2 Tbid.

3 Simku was one of the Kurdish chieftains who had sided with the Shah and reactionaries during
the Iranian Constitutional revolution of 1909-1911. He was also under the control of the Rus-
sians. See Rosdom [Steban Zorian], Namagani (Letters), (Beirut: Vahe Setian Publishing, 1999).

4 Rosdom, Namagani, 46-47. In a letter to the Armenian revolutionary Federation’s [ARF] Tabriz
Committee, dated February 1896, Rosdom writes regarding Mar Shimon: ...We [Alik and Ros-
tom]. Alik’s real name couldn’t be ascertained] came together from Baku [to Salmasd]. He [Alik]
is now a totally devoted member [of the ARF]. He is being sent to mar Shimon... We were unable
to inform you about this beforehand because of the difficulty of communicating with you. We
hope that you have no objection regarding Alik’s mission...I can say that aside from his central
mission, which is to agitate Assyrians to rebel, he will see to it that we [the ARF] can have a safe
haven in northwestern Iran, where we can train our fighters from Vasburagan, as well as import
arms and ammunition into the Ottoman empire...
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tion. There was also the Kurdish chieftain, Simku, with his band of fighters and
had positioned himself against Mar Shimon and his forces...Simku, in an effort to
gain the upper hand in the region, had invited Mar Shimon and his lieutenants to
a feast in his town of Koynashahr for the purpose of negotiating regarding the
political and military situation of the Salmasd area. Simku kills Mar Shimon and
the Meliks accompanying him. Mar Shimon’s brother, Agha Davud had in turn
attacked Simku's village, the fortress at Chara, and burned it to the ground.!

It is interesting that Shahoian, who at the time is eleven years old, men-
tions nothing about the devastation and of the area and the ordeal of the Arme-
nians in Salmasd. In his boyish memory he described the Mar Shimon debacle
as follows:

Before the deportations, when we were still in our village, a certain Kurd-
ish chieftain named Simku, incited by the Persian Khan, concocted a devious
plan to kill Mar Shimon, the religious leader of the Assyrian community in Sal-
masd, by inviting the elderly clergy to a feast at his Keoshk [palace]. Many tell
Mar Shimon not to attend the feast. However, the daredevil Mar Shimon, sur-
rounded by a group of his equally powerful and heroic body-guards [actually
Meliks of other Assyrian tribes confederated with mar Shimon'’s tribe/, accepted
the chieftain’s invitation. After the feast, and while helping Mar Shimon get on
his carriage, the chieftain fires his pistol at the back of the clergyman and kills
him then and there. Simku’s people fire on the body-guards and kill them too. It
was a perfect massacre...’

At the end of their two months sojourn in Salmasd, the Armenians of
Van and Salmasd take the road to Urmia. The route is not safe and battles be-
tween the Armenian defenders, under the leadership of Levon Shaghoian and
Kosti Hampartsoumian, and the Ottomans and their cohorts continue unabated.
The caravans finally reach Urmia at the end of May, 1918.3

! Azizian, Hushabadum, 64-65.

2 Shahoian has narrated the whole episode with the simple phrase of “Before the deporta-
tions...”See Shahoian, On the Banks, short story (10) titled: “The Long Deportation Route...and
My Donkey.” Keoshk is the Abode of a Kurdish tribal chief, usually bigger than the rest of the
houses in the village.

3 Azizian, Hushabadum, 70-71; Vartanian, 92-96.
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D-HOW THE HAKKARI ASSYRIANS OF OTTOMAN KURDISTAN
JOINED THE REFUGEES IN URMIA

At this juncture it is prudent to bring another piece of the story so as to
complete the historical paradigm associated with this “lesser known deporta-
tion”: This would be the case of the Assyrians living in Hakkari and how they
were able, against many odds, to join the deportation caravans in Urmia. We
pick the story from the British document cited above:

...Dealing first with the Christians of
Hakkari in Turkish Kurdistan. As mentioned
above these were divided into two classes:

(1) Ashirat or Tribal Assyrians.
(2) The Ryat [sic, raya] or subject people.

The tribal Assyrians lived in almost inaccessible fastnesses on the upper
waters of the Great Zab. They were for the most part simple shepherds, armed
with obsolete weapons and acknowledging no lordship other than their Patri-
arch Mar Shimun [sic, Shimon or Shimun/ and their Meliks or chiefs.

The Turks had no dlrect dealings with them, but when opportunity oc-
curred used all their influence to set the Kurdish tribes against them. The Assyr-
ians on the other hand were always ready for reprisals against the Kurds.

Both classes were free from national aspirations and on that account es-
caped the Armenian massacres of 1895 and 1896. They remembered however
with gratitude what the British Government had accomplished for them at the
time of the Bedr Khan [sic, Bedirkhan] massacres of 1840, and in time of stress
always looked to H.B.M.s Consuls in Van and Mosul for support.

In the autumn of 1913 a Russian Emissary toured the Assyrian tribal dis-
tricts, distributing lavish gifts and promising modern rifles for the acceptancy
[sic, acceptance] of Orthodoxy.

So for many years past these Assyrians had cherished the hope that either
the English or Russians would set them free from the oppressions under which
they were suffering; and it was only natural, therefore, that when War broke
out their sympathies would be with the Allies as against the Turks.

Consequently in May, 1915, when the Russians advanced to Julamerk,
they were persuaded to attack the Turks, as a result of overtures and promises
made to them by the Russian Commander.
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They naturally thought the Russians intended holding Julamerk and sup-
porting them. Instead of this they were told a few days later that the Russians
intended to withdraw. This meant their destruction. Accordingly they asked
the Russian Commander for three in which to collect their people for the evac-
uation of their country or that at least that arms and ammunition be given them
in sufficient quantity to defend themselves. The requests were refused, the Rus-
sian Force withdrew, and the Turks attacked the Assyrians in strength. After six
months of severe fighting, these mountaineers, with their women and children,
exhausted, destitute and without ammunition were driven from their homes
into North Western Persia.

The Turks then proceeded to lay waste their country and every village
was destroyed. .

Although the Assyrians regarded this act of the Russians as a breach of
good faith between Allies, nevertheless they again agreed, after their arrival in
Persia, to assist the Russians, who called on them for their services in that coun-
try. Two battalions of these Mountaineers were organized and placed under
Russian Officers, and became an integral part of the Russian Army. Later, an-
other battalion was formed which was under the special command of the Assyr-
ian Patriarch. These battalions were in active service under Russian direction
against the Turks and Kurds until the dissolution of the Russian Army; and dur-
ing the early part of 1918 formed part of the Irregular force (still commanded
however by Russian Officers) that defended the Plains of Urmieh [Urmia/ and
Salmas [Salmasd] and held the Turks in cheek on the frontier.

In fourteen distinct engagements, between March and July, 1918, they
defeated every force that was brought against them, in conjunction with the Ar-
menians. Eventually attacked simultaneously by Turks, Kurds, and Persians, the
position of the Armenians and Assyrians about Urumieh [sic, Urmia] became
hopeless, and the flight to the British commenced late in July.!

E-THE MARCH TO HAMADAN

Upon reaching Urmia, The Armenian soldiers are confronted with yet
another dilemma. Agha Petros [AKA Petrus], the leader of Assyrians in Urmia
had taken hold of Russian military and food supplies when the Russian army
left the area. At first he doesn’t want to share food and ammunition with the
Armenians. However, Levon Shaghoian and Kosti Hampartsoumian meet with

! See Appendix, British document No. 36170. See also map for route the Hakkari Assyrians took
to reach Urmia.
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Agha Petros and the issue is settled in a friendly manner.! There was no other
way about it. Armenians and Assyrians were by now convinced that it was only
through their extreme cooperation that it would be possible to defend them-
selves against the still advancing Ottoman regiments as well as marauding
Kurdish and Persian irregulars. It was at this juncture too that the Ottoman As-
syrians and those from northern Persia, who had gathered in Urmia, also em-
barked upon the difficult march to Mesopotamia.?

It was at the end of June 1918 that a British plane landed in Urmia bringing
the good news that British forces had advanced to Sarin Qal’aa [Sarin Castle]. Re-
gardless, eight days of fighting ensued between the Armenian and Assyrian forces
on one side and the Ottoman forces on the other. Urmia was devastated and Ar-
menian and Assyrian refugees embarked en route to Hamadan, where the British
had promised to take charge of the refugees. The Armenian and Assyrian fighters
concluded a battle of life and death in Urmia while the refugees headed to Hama-
dan. This battle was the last that the Ottomans waged. After exhausting their
ranks the Armenian fighters headed to Hamadan to join the refugees.3

It was in Hamadan that the remaining Armenian soldiers, almost 800 in
number, were incorporated into the British Army. The British instructed Ar-
menian leaders to see to it that the refugees were transferred to Baaquba in
Mesopotamia, where preparations were being made to accept them in a refugee
camp that was in the final stages of construction. It was after the Armenians
and Assyrians had evacuated Hamadan that the British bombarded the city,
since rebel forces were gathering there in an effort to attack the British forces.*

F-SETTLING DOWN IN BAAQUBA

This is how Azizian describes the last leg of the arduous journey: From
Hamadan we reached the town of Senna where we stayed for one and one half
months in miserable conditions. Then we traveled for 8 days and reached Qasr-

! Azizian, 72-73.

2 For further details regarding the ordeal of the Assyrians in Persia and their deportation and sub-
sequent settlement in Baaquba see: H. H. Austin, 7he Baqubah Refugee Camp (Gorgias Press,
New Jersey, 2006), (First Edition, London: Faith Press, 1920). H. H. Austin was the British Mili-
tary officer in charge of the Baaquba Refugee Camp(s), where Armenians as well as Assyrians
were settled. There were actually three separate camps named A, B, and C. Armenians inhabited
Camp A, while Assyrians occupied camps B and C. The Camps became operational at the begin-
ning of September 1918.

3 Azizian, Hushabadum, 73-74; Vartanian, 97-102.

41bid., 76-77.
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I Shireen in the vicinity of Kermanshah). We rested there for one day and then
traveled for three days and reached the Baaquba camp, which was built on the
Diyala River (a subsidiary of the Tigris). We soldiers were on one side of the
river, while the people were on the other side.!

It was while the Armenian soldiers were stationed at the opposite bank of
the Diyala River that the British commander of the area forces them to sign
contracts to make their incorporation into the British Army official and perma-
nent. Levon Shaghoian and his soldiers refused to be tied up to the Army. They
instead preferred to look after the refugees. Thus the Armenian fighters left the
Army and joined the refugees on the other side of the river. Levon Pasha be-
comes the leader of the Armenians in the Baaquba and later at the Nahr El
Umar refugee camps.?

Reminiscing about these events, Ruben Ter Minassian writes:

Even before the [9th General Congress, in 1919, of Armenian Revolution-
ary Federation, ARF] the Bureau [the Party's highest decision making body]
attached much importance to this newly liberated region [the reference is to
Mesopotamia, or what was later to become Iraq/ because of the following rea-
sons:

A-So that we can preserve the existence and the unity of our military per-
sonnel and our deported people and to be able to communicate with them;

B-So that we are able to gather the remnants of our people who were de-
ported to the Arabian Desert;

C-So that we could, through our comrades in Mesopotamia, be informed
about what was transpiring in that area to the south of Armenia and, through
these comrades, to be able to establish ties with the people of these areas, espe-
cially the Yezidis’, Assyrians and the Kurds, about whom we were interested.

It was for these reasons that the Armenian Government sent Arsen
Gidur* there and supplied him with negligible funds. It was also for the same
reason that the [ARF] Bureau was keeping a correspondence with our comrades
there, especially with Levon Shaghoian. Since our reasons for this were consid-
ered very important, huge funds were needed to attain our goals. This was espe-
cially true if we were to be able to especially rescue the remnants of our peo-

!Ibid., 79

2Ibid., 79-80.

3 A Kurdish religious sect

4+ At the time a member of the ARF who later joined the Social Democrat Hnchagyan Party. Gidur is
renowned as the author-editor of a two volume “History of the Social Democrat Hnchagyan Party.”
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ple—especially the women and children who had found refige with Arab and
Kurdish tribes—from being completely lost, since we envisioned bringing those

thousands of destitute Armenians back to Armenia, and, if that became an im-
possibility, to, at least and for the time being, gather and unite them in some

places until they could be repatriated. We were able to make only very small
contributions to this end. However, the stubbornness and extreme devotion of
our comrades in Mesopotamia were miraculous in this regard. We have to at-
tribute the success of these endeavors mainly to the work of Levon [Shaghoian),

was became the central figure and the leader of the military personnel and Ar-
menian deportees from Van and Persia, and he remains there in that capacity
until the time of this writing [1924]. It was through Levon’s [Shagoian] leadership
that the deportees and the military personnel accompanying them were able to
endure the perils of several attacks and the long deportation route. It was through

Levon's [Shaghoian] herculean work that some eight to nine thousand Armenian
deportees in Mesopotamia were able, through sea and land routes, to repatriate to
Armenia. Currently, he [Levon Shaghoian] is leading the remaining 3000 Arme-
nian refugees in Nahr Al Umar...!

G-CONCLUSION

Of the 15,000 Armenians from Van only about 12,000 to 13,000 made it
to Baaquba. The rest perished along the 1200 miles long deportation route.
There were also about 7,000 Armenians from Salmasd and Urmia who reached
Baaquba.?

At one end of the Armenian encampment (in Camp A) a smaller camp
was constructed to house Armenian women and orphaned girls who were
brought there from all over Asia Minor. According to Azizian:

At one corner of the camp there was a smaller camp for the 1500 women
and orphaned girls who were brought from Mosul. These had been deported
from Constantinople Bursa, Zeytun, Erzerum Bitlis, and Sivas. I had the oppor-
tunity to meet with some of them and to hear their horrifying stories...?

! Ruben [Der Minassian], Hay Heghapokhagani Me Hushere (Memoirs of an Armenian Revolu-
tionary), (Tehran: Alik Publications, 1982) vol. 7, 3rd Edition, 171-172.

2Ibid., 83.

3 Ibid., 85. The story of how the Armenians and Assyrians were finally settled in Baaquba camps
under British control is also reported in Irazeg (nome de plume meaning “an informed person),
Husaper, “Baaqubayi Hay Pakhesdagannere” (The Armenian Refugees in Baaquba), Cairo, vol. V,
No. 5, Thursday, April 10, 1919, 1-2. As mentioned above, the Husaper article gives the numbers
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This is an interesting bit of news, since in his book Shahoian mentions
that his future wife to be was one such orphan from the Chanakkale peninsula,
which is also known as Gallipoli...!

Qupuybn Q. Unwdbwb, Udth phy huumiuh  huglulub
wpuupunid. Cwwnwjuh, Uwpdwunh b hipdhugh huytph b wunphttph
qunpl nt JEpuptmligmup Fupnipuynid, Ppup, 1918 p. - ZnpJwudnid |ni-
uwpwbymu E yuwndnipjutt phy hwynuh huykph mknuhwinipjut hwp-
gn’ wyt k, pk hsyhu 1918p. Cwwnwipuh, Uwdjwuwnh b Mpdhwgh huykpp b
wunphubpp quuguéwpwp hinwgut hpkug ptwlwduytphg b hknwqu-
nud yipwhwununytghtt Ppupnid qunuynn Fupnipu Juyypnud:

Jwuh huybph wpwehti huptwwwonmuyuwbwlwt gnpénnnipnitubpp
uljuyty L 1915p. wyphi-duwghuht, nph dudwtwl huytpp phdwnpnud Eh
pnippuljut pmtwh puquuphy hwpdwlinidubpht: bpughdwlp thnpuykg,
Epp nnruwluwt pubtwlp b huyjuut judwynpuljut enjuwnttpp nkn
hwuwt: Uuljuytt wiju hppwghdwljp tpup sinbikg, pwth np pniuwljut pw-
twlp unhwyyws Ep twhwgk), nph yuwwnmdwnny Unw 200.000 huytp quitg-
Jwoéwpwp [pkghtt hpkug ptwluwyuwyptpp b dkjutkght Gphwbh qujwn: w-
twwwphhtt nknh niutkgut punhwpnidubp ponippuljut pmih htw, nph
wpryniupnid Unwn 50.000 nknuwhwidws hwybkp qpiyytght Yjuphg:

as 15,000 Armenians and 30,000 to 35,000 Assyrians. After explaining how the camps are divided
into subdivisions and the number of tents in each subdivision, Husaper indicates that Vasburagan
(Van) Armenians had a fighting force comprised of 850 soldiers in the “Assyrian division’s Arme-
nian Battalion B” (Levon Shaghoian was the leader of this battalion, who had eleven Armenian
officers from Van under his command), while Salmasd and Urmia Armenians had 800 fighters
who with some Assyrian fighters formed the “Armenian-Assyrian Battalion C.” Battalion A was
totally Assyrian comprising 1100 soldiers. Husaper concluded that even though Armenians had
great hopes for Battalion B in terms of a force that would facilitate their return to Vasburagan,
that hope was destroyed when the British dissolved the battalion. The Armenian civil leadership
was undertaken by the Baghdad Armenian Church Prelacy, which had its representation in
Baaquba (later becoming the Armenian Church Prelacy of Baaquba). American missionaries were
also present and tended to the refugees’ needs.

! For Armenian deportees from other Areas of Anatolia being settled in Baghdad see BOA
(Bagbakanhk Osmanl Arsivi), 8 S. 1333 (21 June 1915), Bib-i Ali Déhilive Nezéireti,
Emniyyet-i Umiimiyye Miidiriyyeti Sifre (Ciphered telegram from the Ministry of the Interior to
the province of Mosul, regarding that the Armenians sent to the province of Mosul be settled in
areas located to the west of the Baghdad railway line); BOA, 8 S. 1333 (21 June 1915), Bib-i Al
Déhiliye Nezéreti, Emniyyet-i Umiimiyye Miidiriyyeti Sifre, Urfa ve Zor Mutasarrifliklarina (Ci-
phered telegram from the Ministry of the Interior to the governors of the sanjaks of Urfa and
[Deyr el] Zor, regarding the settlement of the Armenians to be sent, to the south of the Baghdad
railway line).
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Mnmiuwljut pwbwh twhwioh hhupniud pujws tp 1917p. Pplun-Lh-
nnyuljh nuotwghpp, pun nph LEuhtup Oudwiywt juyupnipjuut kp k-
punupdunud pninp wyt mwpwspubpp/Ywpu, Upnuwhwt/, npnup tfwudly
Ep nnruwlut putiwlyp, pun 1878p. Fhinihth nwotwgph: Uw whwp E thnju-
yJtp 1918p. hnjnbkdpkpht, kpp yupndws Oudwiywt jujupnipiniip unn-
pugnbkg Uninpnuh qghtwnunup quptwljhg mkpnipnibubph htwn:

Mniruwlut putwajh nnipu qunig htnn poipplpp hwpdwljytightt w-
unphubph Jpu: 9kg wduju Juunwnh wwypwunphg htwnn, wju (Enttwpptiwl-
ubkpt hpkug jwbwg, Gphjuwtph hbn nidwuwwn, wdku hushg qpydws, h-
pkug wubkphg ppdtghtt nhwh Nwpujuwunwih  hnpluhu-wpldnionp:
znJuénid dwtipudwutinptt tjupugpynid L wunphbph jpws nwunw-
wuwptbpp Mwpujuunwiunid b wyy dudwbwly, b tpwbg hbnnwqu wnknu-
hwinipjniut nt hwunwwnybjt Fupnipuynid: ‘Updws L twl 15.000 huytph
Lt 30.000-35.000 wunphutph dwuht, nyptp puquuphy nmwpwwywiputphg
htwn h Jbpon qunutt hpkug hwtigputit bpwph Fwpnipu Juypnud:

Kapaner I Mymaxsam, MeHee u3BecTHas apMSHCKad fenoprauus: Mcxon u
nepecererue Illagakckux, CamMacTckux ¥ YPMHICKMX apMAH ¥ aCCHPHIIIEB B
Baaxybe, Mpak, 1918 1. - B cTaTbe ocBemaeTcss BOIIPOC MaJIOU3BECTHOM HCTOPUU
ZeTopTaluy apMaH, TO ecTh Kak B 1918 rogy. Apmane Illagaxa, Camiacra, Yp-
MUH, aCCHPUHIIBI MAaCCOBO IIOKUHYJIM CBOU IIOCEJIEHHUS, A TT03)Ke BHOBb 000CHO-
Basuch B Baaky6Ge, Vpak.

ITepBbie camooGopoms! apMaH Bana Havanuce B 1915 roxy. anpens-mait, B
TeyeHHe KOTOPHIX apMsHE COIPOTHBI/LINCH MHOTOYMC/IEHHBIM aTaKaM Typell-
kot apmuu. CUTyalus U3MeHUIaCh, KOTAa IPUObLIN POCCUICKAs apMUA U ap-
MAHCKHe 106poBoiabueckue oTpAabl. OfHAKO Takas CHUTyalus JJIUJIACh HeZOJI-
TO, TaK KaK POCCHIICKasA apMus ObLIa BBIHY>KAEHA OTCTYIIUTh, B Pe3yJIbTaTe YeTO
oxoso 200 000 apmsaH MaccoBO IOKMHYJIM CBOU JOMAa M HAaIPaBUINCh B EpeBan-
cKylo ry6GepHuio. ITo ImyTu IpOM3OLLIN CTOIKHOBEHUS C TYPEILKOW apMueii, B
pesyibTaTe KOTOphIx moru6:;o okoso 50 000 mepemerneHHBIX apMAH.

Orcrynnenve pycckoit apmum 6pu1o ocHoBaHo Ha 1917 romy. Bpecr-
JluToBCcKOM IakTOM, 1O KoTopoMy JleHuH BozBpaman OCMaHCKO# MMIIepUHU BCe
teppuropun (Kapc, Apparan), KoTopble GBLIN 3aBO€BAaHbI POCCUMCKOI apMueli,
mo maHHbIM 1878 r. / Barymckwuit / Bepiunckuit 1oroBop. JTO JODKHO OBLIO
n3meHuThcs B 1918 romy. B okTa6pe, Korga nobexgenHas OcMaHCKas UMIIEpUA
mognucana Myapocckoe mepeMupue ¢ COIO3HUKAMHU.

IToce oTxoma poccuiicKol apMUM TypKM Hamanu Ha accupuiines. [Tocie
IIOJIyTO/ia O>KECTOYEHHBIX 6OeB OTH TOPIIBI, H3MydYeHHbIE CO CBOMMMU >KEHAMU U
eThMU, OBLIM M3THAHBI M3 POJHBIX MecT Ha ceBepo-3amaz [lepcuu. Ilogpo6uo
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ONMCaHBI CTpajaHusA accupuiines B [lepcuu Toro BpemeHHU, UX IOCIEAYIOIASL
Iernopranus u nocenenue B baky6a. B Hem taxxe ynomunatorcs 15 000 apmss,
30 000-35 000 accupuiines, KOTOpBIE ITOCIE NOJITUX CTPAZAHUI HAKOHEeI, HalllIX

y6exue B baaky6e, Mpax.

Minunplydby £ padpugpnipini 30.05.2022p.
Qnujunuyby £ 05.06.2022p.

Uwnpuqpyt £ nyugpnipjui 10.06.2022 p.
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