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A PROPOSAL FOR PAN-CAUCASIAN ALPHABET*

Vazgen R. Ghazafyan

1. Introduction

The Caucasus or Jabal Al-Alsun
("Mountain of Tongues"), as it was
named in the annals of medieval Arab
geographers, is one of the most promi-
nent places on Earth by the diversity
and density of concentration of lan-
guages. The region is home to more
than 50 nations and ethnic communi-
ties?, which languages belong to five
distinct families. Three of those, name-
ly, the Northwest Caucasian (West-Cau-
casian or Abkhaz-Adyghean), Northeast
Caucasian (East Caucasian or Nakh-
Dagestanian) and South Caucasian
(Kartvelian) language families are con-
fined within the limits of the Greater
and Lesser Caucasus Mountain Rang-
es3 and currently comprise 41 lan-
guages considered native to the region
for at least four thousand years%.

resented in the current synopsis are
Proposal for Pan-Cau-
(Yerevan, 2012,
nd Russian lan-

1 The ideas briefly p
expounded in the monograph A
casian Alphabet by Vazgen Ghazaryan
ISBN 978-9939-0-0603-1; in Armenian

guages).
2 Comrie, Bernard, Linguistic Diversity in the Caucasus.

Annual Review of Anthropology, Vol- 37, October 2008:

Kopsakos 10.6. Amaac KABKU3CKUX A3bIKOE / PAH. Un-T

a3biKko3HalM. — Mockpa: TTHAKIPEM, 2006.

3 Bonkosa H.I"., Smmonuatel u nieMeniisie nazaanus Ceaep-
nozo Kaexasza. M., 1974; Anua6anze [0.J1., Bonkosa H.T.
Imunuveckasn ucmopus Cesepozo Kagkaza XVI-XIX ee. Il
Marepuansl K cepHH “Hapoas! ¥ KyAbTYpbi”. Beinyck
XXVIII «Hapoas Kaska3a». M., 1993. Kuura 1.

4  Nikolaev S.L., Starostin S.A., A North Caucasian elyno-

logical dictionary. MOSCOW, 1994: G.B. Hewitt. Introduc-

tion to the Study of the Languages of the Caucasus, Lin-

2004; J. C. Catford. Mountain of Tongues:
Ann. Rev. of Anthropol.,
(pea. M.E.

com Europa,
The Languages of the Caucasus,
6 (1977); Asoixu mupa: Kaexascxue A3biKi.

Located amidst the sphere of dis-
tribution, contiguity and mutual influ-
ence of the Indo-European, Altaic and
Semitic language families, the Cauca-
sus, presumably due to the peculiarities
of the landform and relative isolation of
mountainous regions, was able to pre-
serve a certain degree of representa-
tiveness and sufficient diversity of the
three autochthonous language families,
preventing their extinction or reduction
to a language isolate.

Nevertheless, the historical and
political realities, established in the '
region during the last 200 yearsd,
gravely threaten the means of devel-
opment of these languages and chal-
lenge their future existence. For in-
stance, starting from the mid-19% cen-
tury the majority of native speakers of
the NWC (Northwest Caucasian) lan-
guages settled beyond the limits of the
Caucasus, being almost completely de-
ported in consequence of imperial ex-
pansion. As a result, this once multilin-
gual family that was widely and homo-
geneously spread all over the. Western
Caucasus, has presently diminished to
a few isolated enclaves with a shrink-
ing population. The situation is some-
what different in the Eastern Cauca-
sus, but there also a number of NEC
(Northeast Caucasian) languages now-
adays count a few thousand of even a
few hundred speakers, and being en-

Anekcees, T.A. Kaumos, C.A. Crapoctun, ST,
Tecreneu), M., Academia, 1999.

5 Hcemopus napodoe Ceseprozo Kaaxaza (koney XVII a. -
1917 2.), Mocksa, «Hayka», 1988.





