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Ode for the Transfiguration

The gem-like rose was lit
from above, from the rays of the sun.
Over and above the rays
a sea-blossom was spreading.
5 From the wide-spread sea
the color of that blossom was bubbling.
The shade of that variegated blossom
was that of fruit glittering on the branch,
Of saffron stalks, of fruit
10 nurtured by thick foliage,
The foliage commended by the harpist —
of which the magnificent David sang.17
In the bouquet of mixed roses
colorful blossoms bloomed.
15 Those poplars and box trees
shot pink branches;
Those cypresses and budding firs
took the rose for an adornment to the lily.
The lily was shimmering in the vale,
20 glittering against the sun.
By that northern wind
the gem-like lily was fanned;
From that southern mount18
a gentle mist showered the lily.
25 The lily was filled with dew,
with a drizzle of dew, a row of pearls.
All the blossoms were wet with dew,

the dew from the clouds, the clouds from
the sun.19

17 Allusion to those psalms that evoke the ver-
dancy of Tabor and Hermon in particular (Pg
89:12 [88:13 LXX]; 104:16 [103:16 LXX];
133:3 [132:3 LXX]), among other psalms on
trees and plants (e.g., 72:18 [71:16 LXX];
96:12 [95:12 LXX]; 148:9).

18 The “northern” wind and the “southern”
mount echo Ps 89:12 (88:13 LX), However,
the author seems to be introducing as yet
another mount with theophanic significance,
echoing Hab 3:3 (Arm. and LXX): “God shall
come from the south; and the holy One from
Mount Paran,” a verse recited by the deacon
during the solemn transfer of gifts in the
Great Entrance of the eucharistic liturgy. Cf.
Isa 63:1-3, referring to Bozrah (an oft-
contemplated passage by Narekaci, as dis-
cussed above; see n. 10).

The stars, one and all, formed a circle,
30 they formed constellations over
against the moon;

The cross-shaped constellations formed an
orb,
a circle made of the heavens.20

Glory to the Father and to the Son, always;
to the Holy Spirit, now and ever.21

19 On the divine descent with cloud and dew,
see the odes and litanies numbered above, n.
13; note especially 14, “Litany for the As-
sumption of the Most Blessed Holy Bearer of
God,” line 87: “the dew from Hermon to fall
on Zion descended hidden in you.”

20 Not so uncommon in his alliteration, the au-
thor has a play on words: qmuin-qniln (gund-
gund) and qunwl (gndak), each with diffe-
rent meaning. Moreover, qunuly (gndak,
“ball”) and the earlier empwl (Susan, “lily”)
appear in conjunction in Exod 25:33-34 (cf.
37:20), in the details of the lampstand of the
Mosaic tabernacle. In the allegorical inter-
pretation of the lampstand, by Philo of Alex-
andria and the Fathers after him, it repre-
sents the planets, and its lilies the stars (see
above, n. 15).

21 There is a distorted English translation of
this poem, by A, Tolegian, trans. and ed.,
Armenian Poetry Old and New: A Bilingual
Anthology (Detroit: Wayne State University
Press, 1979), p. 39 (repr. in The Heritage of
Armenian Literature, A. J. Hacikyan et al.,
eds., 3 vols. [Detroit: Wayne State University
Press, 2000-2005] 2:306-307). For equally
amiss French translations, see L.-p, Marcel,
Grégoire de Narek et Pancienne poésie armé-
nienne (Paris: Editions des Cahiers du Sud,
19?3), pPp. 78-79; I. Kéchichian, trans., Gré-
goire de Narek: Le Livre de priéres, Sources
Chrétiennes 78 (Paris: Cerf, -1961; Tepr.
2000), pp. 88-90; quoted in its entirety by K.
Beledian, Les Arméniens, Fils d’Abraham
(Maredsous, Belgique: Brepols, 1994), pp.
73-74; V. (Grodel, Grégoire de Narek: Odes et
Lamentations, Orphée, collection dirigée par

Dguxiéme série 211 (Paris: La

95), pp. 39, 41, For an Eastern

Arm, translation, gee Mxit‘aryan, Grigor
que/aac‘t: Tater, Pp. 59, 61,
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