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Summary

GREEK HISTORIAN POLYBIUS AS BEGINNER OF
CRITICAL-ANALYTICAL APPROACHES TO HISTORY
(Issues in the Methodology of History)

ARARAT HAKOBYAN

It is known that the first building blocks of the theory and methodology
of history were largely laid by outstanding historians of the Ancient World: He-
rodotus, Xenophon, Thucydides, Plutarch, Polybius, Tacitus and others. When
assessing the theoretical and methodological merits of the mentioned historians,
first of all, they should be assessed in this era, which became the basis for the
development of further world historical thought and methodological approaches
to the study of history.

In particular, a consideration of Polybius's “General History” shows that his
ideas, observations, and methodological approaches to history remain unrivaled
in his time and space. His historiographical and methodological observations were
based on the extraction of historical material, real history, reality, a distortion-free
presentation of history, based on the fact that the only guarantee of the impartiality
of historical science is truth. And made observations and analytical approaches to
history, in particular with episodes of the Punic Wars, analysis, accumulated
experience and lessons to be learned. It is worth noting that for thousands of years
Polibio’s work served not only as a theoretical and methodological guide, but also
as a rich historical source for his era.

In particular, thoughts and judgments about the idea of the state and forms
of government put forward by Polybius, discussions about historical and compa-
rative parallels, the cause-and-effect relationship of phenomena, historicity, etc.
served as theoretical and methodological guidance on further reforming the insti-
tution of statehood, improving it and giving more democracy.

They were further developed during the Renaissance, Reformation, Human-
ism and Enlightenment, and then in New and Contemporary times.
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Summary

ARMENIA AT THE JUNCTION OF INTERCULTURAL
RELATIONS BETWEEN EUROPE AND ASIA IN THE
10™ -14®™ CENTURIES ACCORDING TO NUMISMATIC DATA

ANAHIT MOUSHEGHIAN

Given the political circumstances of the time, Armenia did not have its own
currency during the 11" to the 13™ centuries, for which reason commercial ac-
tivity had to be undertaken using coins minted and circulated by foreign con-
querors. There had been a substantial reduction in the abundant flow of silver
coins to Armenia due to external trade with the Orient in the final years of Bag-
ratid rule.

There was a notable deficit in silver in the 11™ century in the Byzantine
Empire as well. Discoveries of coins testify to the fact that gold and copper By-
santine coins circulated in Armenia in the absence of silver. The circulation of
coins in Armenia was going through a period when states from Central Asia to
Asia Minor had ceased minting silver coins. From the 11% century on this so-
called silver crisis in the money economy of the Orient lasted 200 years. Because
of the silver crisis, Seljuk, Shaddadid, Eldiguzid, Georgian, and Mongolian coins

were used in Armenia.

The Armenian kings of Armeni
gold, silver, copper, and billon coins
Cilicia endured as a state.

Medieval Armenian national Cilician coin were engraved anew with
cial activities took place with those coins in

Armenian writing. Active commer
markets across the Mediterranean, Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt, the Balkans, and
d as individual specimens and entire hoards

Italy. Such coins have been discovere
not only in Cilicia, but also in various European countries. They are yet another

testament to the fact that coins of Armenian Cilicia had an influential role to play
in the economic interactions and trade relations of medieval states.

an Cilicia, which lasted 300 years, minted
for two centuries, for as long as Armenian



