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Summary

CENTRAL PROTECTION SYSTEM
OF THE CAPITAL ANI

TIGRAN PETROSYANTS — HRACHYA PETROSYANTS

The city of Ani was the capital of two Armenian kingdoms, Bagratunis (961-
1045) and Zakaryans (1199-1236), for 131 years. Both kingdoms solved the
problem of protecting the capital in their own way.

The Bagratunis immediately strengthened the first border ring of the Arme-
nian state from east to west Gugarki Gag, Aghjka fortress, Gavarzin, Gardman,
Tanik, Matznaberd, Mantash-Kayton, Artsakh Gulistan, Berdakar, Jraberd, Hav-
kaparats, Khokhanabert, Shikakar, Goroz, Khtsaberd, Tsor, Syunik Andokaberd,
Barkushat, Pahu, Kashuni, Karotan, Berdik, Kkuakar, Bgheno, Karchavan, Kaka-
vaberd, Gilaberd, Baghaberd, Shlorut, Yeznakar, Ordzaberd, Vorotan, Tsuraberd,
Khozhoraberd, Dzagedzor, Halidzor, Hayraberd, Goghtni Gira, Orduari, Shahkert,
Aznzberd, Shahaponk, Jugha, Yernjak, Zahuk, Nakhijevan, Arba, , Kogoviti Ar-
tagers (Blue Fort), Daroynk, Arsharunik, Saint Mary, Javakhki Akhalkalak,
Khirtvis, Tmbkaberd, Akhaltskha, Aghor with a system of powerful fortresses.

Shamshulde, Loreberd, Sedvi, Kayton, Pghndzahank, Chakhalaberd, Kho-
zhorni, Berdavan, Kayan, Tashir-Dzoraget province, Otik Tavush fortresses of
Lori province, Gugarats province, on the border with Virk (circle diameter), were
also part of the defense system, in case of an attack by Virk.

This outer ring was followed by at least two inner rings.

The first of them played an important role in Vayots Dzor province Smba-
taberd, Boloraberd, Hrashkaberd, Airarat Urts, Tap, Dvin, Yerevan, Bjni, Garni,

Shirak Harich fortresses.

The third ring was conventionally made up of the fortresses of the system
directly protecting the capital: Kars, Erzagavors, Tignis from the northwest, Ma-
ghasaberd, Bagaran, Dashtadem, Anberd, and others from the southeast. The Za-
karians, who gained independence from the kingdom of Virk in 1185, formed a
unified security system with it as an independent state and no longer had the
responsibility of one component of the circular defense, the defense system of the
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entire region. The Zakaryans assumed the responsibility of only half of the cir-
cular defense with the supranational alliance formed between Armenia-Hayk and
Virk. Perhaps we are talking about stopping the functions of Akhalkalak, Kayen,
Pngdzahank, Lori fortress or not performing their full function. The security and
protection of the Armenia-Hayk semi-circle will continue to be implemented by
the system of fortresses formed during the reign of the Bagratunis.
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