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The Foundation and Activity of the Saghmosavanq Qarandzav

Skit (Hermitage) in the XII Century

(Summary)

In the XII c. there was founded the
Skit for monks which is situated in the
two-storey cave on the left bank of the
Qassakh River, in the part called Vasa-
kamoot that stretches from Saghmosa-
vanq to Hovhannavanq along the Qas-
sakh Gorge. Here the monks were en-
gaged both in the educational activity
and copying the manuscripts. There were
preserved two manuscripts copied by the
monk called Marcos Kaghgrich. They
were copied correspondingly in 1185-1188
and 1194-1195. In that period the Turk-
Seljuks were ruling over the central part

of Armenia. The entries of the manu-
scripts testify to the fact that the monks
from Qarandzav Skit did not only carry
out spiritual activities but also favored to
Zakarian Armenian-Georgian liberation
campaign carrying out special preaching
and reconnaissance activities. A group of
monks from this Skit was caught by Sel-
juks, they were thrown into the prison
and subjected to torments. But later they
were let free because of the lack of evi-
dence. The monks continued to carry out
the activities thus favoring to the libera-
tion struggle.
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