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THE LOCATION OF DRAZARK, BURIAL PLACE OF THE KINGS
AND QUEENS OF ARMENIA AND OF THE “BLESSED
| RUBENIANS”

Samvel Grigoryan

The exact location of the Royal
monastery of Drazark which was called
also “Senior monastery” (Awag vank’
Unwq YwGp)?! is still unknown?2. I try to
discover it in the present study. This
task is closely related to ascertaining
the site of Kopitar, one of the most im-
portant strongholds and districts in Ci-
lician Armenia.

Of all Cilician Armenian monaster-
ies, cloisters and hermitages, Drazark
(""rwquiny, Ppwquny) was perhaps the
most important, the most famous and
the most associated with the history of
the Rubenian princely later royal
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1 A. Matevosyan (ed.), Hayeren jeragreri hifataka-
ranner E - ZB dd, [The colophons of 512" centu-
ties Armenian manuscripts], Yerevan 1988, p. 209;
N. Polarean (ed.), Mayr c¢'uc'ak jeragrac' Srboc'
Yakobeanc', [The grande catalogue of St. James
manuscripts], vol. VI, Jerusalem 1972, p. 193.

2 C. Mutafian, L'drménie du Levant (XI"XIV" siécle),

vol. 1, Paris, 2012, p. 617.

Hommage au Professeur Gérard Dédéyan

house, from its dawn to extinction. Ac-
cording to Armenian medieval sources,
Drazark was founded or renewed by
great iSxan (great prince) T'oros 1
Rubeniéh (about 1100 - 29) in the first
half of his reign3. The earliest mention
of Drazark dates back to 11134.

Since the time of its foundation,
Drazark served not only the cloister
and cultural center but also the burial
place of high clergy and high nobility5.
Vardapet Géorg‘ Metrik ($1114) and
vardapet Kiwrakos (+1127), first known
priors of the monastery and establish-
ers of its cloistral rule, were buried

3 M. Mélik'-Adamean and N. Tér Mik'aglean (ed.),
Matt'éos Urhaec'i Zamanakagrut'iwn, [The Chron-
ography of Matt'8os Urhaec'i], ValarSapat 1898, p.
334; S. Aglean (ed.), Smbatay Sparapeti Taregirk'
{The Chronicle of Smbat Sparapet], Venice San
Lazzaro degli Armeni 1956, pp. 143-4; K. Mate-
vosyan (ed.), Samuél Anec'i ew Sarunakolner. Za-
manakagrut'iwn Adamic' miné'ew 1776, [Samuel
Anetsi and Continuators. The Chronicle from Adam
to 1776), Yerevan 2014, pp. 201, 216; Het'um Pat-
mit, Patmut'iwn azgin Rovbinanc t'€ vorpés tire-
c'in Kilikio [The History of the Rub&nian House:
How they became the lords of Cilicia), in V. Yako-
byan (ed.), Manr Zamanakagrut'yunner 13-18 dd.
[The Short Chronicles of 13™-18" centuries], vol. 2,
Yerevan 1956, p. 100; Vahram d’Edesse, La chro-
nique rimée des rois de la Petite Arménie, in Kd,
Dulaurier (ed.), Recueil des historiens des croisades
Documents arméniens, vol. 1, Paris 1869, p. 499,
Hayeren jetagreri hiSatakaranner E - ZB dd, p. 142.

5 C. Mutafian, L drménie du Levant, vol. 1, pp. 617-
620.
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there6. Because of that and of the great
prestige they gained, in 12t century
Drazark was also called “the vault of
holy vardapets”?. Later there were bur-
ied many other superior Church lead-
ers, among them Catholicoi of All Ar-
menians Grigor IV Tlay (1173-93) and
his nephew Grigor V K'aravez (1193-
4)8, Yovhannes VI Mecabaroy (1203-
20)9, Kostandin I Barjberdci (1221-
67)10, Yakob I Klayec'i (1267/8-86)!1,
Kostandin IV Drazarke'il2 (1323-6)13,
vardapet Barsel (11162), confessor of
Baldwin of Maras!4, etc.

In the words of priest T oros from

Satax, Drazark was “the burial place of
the kings of Armenia and of their

6 Matt'éos Urhaec'i Zamanakagrut'iwn, pp. 334,
366; Smbatay Sparapeti Taregirk', pp. 143-4; Ki-
rakosi vardapeti Ganjakec'woy hamarot patmu-
t'iwn [The Compendious History by Vardapet Ki-
rakos Ganjakec'i], Venice 1865, pp. 62-3; Samuél
Anec'i ew Sarunakoiner, p. 208.

Matt ‘éos Urhaec'i Zamanakagrut ‘iwn, pp. 366, 428.
Smbatay Sparapeti Taregirk', pp. 204-6.

Ibidem, p. 224; Het'um Patmi&' Korikosc'i, Ha-
marot patmut ‘iwn Zamanakac' havak ‘eal i zanazan
patmut'eanc’... [The Compendious Chronicle by
Het'um the Historian of Kofikos compiled from
various chronicles...], in K. Matevosyan, Het 'um
Patmi¢’ Korikosc'in ev nra Zamanakagrut'iwné
[Het'um the Historian of Korikos and his Chronog-
raphy], Yerevan 2011, p. 50.

10 Le connétable S8mpad, La chronique du royaume
de la Petite Arménie, in Recueil des historiens des
croisades Documents arméniens, vol. 1, p. 669.

11 Samuél Anec'i ew Sarunakolner, p. 261.

12 Also known as Kostandin Lambronac‘i. See: G.
Ter-Vardanyan (ed.), C'uc'ak hayeren jeragrac' i
Kesariay, Zmirwniay ew i Srjakays noc'in, Yerevan
2002, pp. 63-4; Samuél Anec'i ew Sarunakoiner, p.
275; Het'um Niirc'i, Hamarot patmut'iwn Za-
manakac', in L. Ter-Petrossian, Xac&'akirneré ew
Hayeré [The Crusaders and the Armenians], vol. 2,
Yerevan 2007, p. 547.

13 La chronique du royaume de la Petite Arménie, p.
669.

14 Matt'éos Urhaec'i Zamanakagrut'iwn, pp. 473, 546,

queens and of their blessed Rubenian
family” (vpwqupy np & nhp L nudpwpwG
puwquinpugli dwyng L pwgmftwgl
piptwlg, L pipwlg wipfGwy qupdhG
MnphGhwiGg)15. There were buried also

great iSxans T"oros 116, T oros II (1145-
68)17, Ruben III (1175-87)18, King
Het'um I (1226-69)19, King O$in I
(1308-20)20, his twin-brother Ruben-
Alinax2l, Queen Zabel, daughter of
Lewon I (1219-52)22, her daughter Prin-
cess Fimi23, Queen Keran (}1285)24,
other members of Armenian princely
and royal house and their close rela-
tives25,

15 A. Matevosyan (ed.), Hayeren jeragreri hisa-
takaranner ZG dar, [The colophons of 13" century
Armenian manuscripts], Yerevan 1984, pp. 656-7.

16 Patmut'iwn azgin Rovbinanc, p. 100; La chronique
rimée des rois de la Petite Arménie, p. 499; Haye-
ren jeragreri hisatakaranner ZG dar, p. 583.

17 Patmut'iwn azgin Rovbinanc, p. 102; La chronique
rimée des rois de la Petite Arménie, p. 508; Haye-
ren jeragreri hisatakaranner ZG dar, p. 585.

18 Ananun, Patmut'iwn srboc' harc'n meroc’, in
Xac'akirneré ew Hayeré, t. 2, p. 526; Patmut'iwn
azgin Rovbinanc, p. 103; Samuél Anec'i ew
Sarunakolner, p. 227; La chronique rimée des rois
de la Petite Arménie, p. 510; Hayeren jeragreri
hisatakaranner ZG dar, p. 586.

19 Smbatay Sparapeti Taregirk', p. 252; Malak'iay
abelayi patmut‘iwn vasn azgin netolac’ [The
History of the nation of archers by monk Matakia],
Saint Petersburg 1870, pp. 48-9; Patmut'iwn azgin
Rovbinanc, p. 105; Samuél Anec'i ew Sarunakoliner,
p. 254; Hayeren jeragreri hiSatakaranner ZG dar,
p- 588.

20 Samuél Anec'i ew Sarunakotner, p. 274.

21 Ibidem, p. 273; Hamarot patmut ‘iwn Zamanakac',
p- 546; La chronique du royaume de la Petite Ar-
ménie, p. 666.

22 Hayeren jeragreri hiSatakaranner ZG dar, p. 587.

23 C. Mutafian, L 'Arménie du Levant, vol. 1, p. 618.

24 Samuel Anec'i ew Sarunakoiner, p. 261.

25 More detailed observations on the Drazark monas-
tery see in: C. Mutafian, L 'Arménie du Levant, vol.
1, pp. 617-20.

The fact that Drazark served as
their burial place gives grounds to con-
clude that it was situated within the
bounds of princely later royal domain.
Though this cloister is mentioned in
many medieval sources, very few of
them contain information on its loca-
tion.

A certain priest Tadéos wrote his
colophon dated 1123 “in the forest-
locked hermitage by the name Drazark
[situated] at the foot of Taurus Moun-
tains, close to the impregnable strong-
hold called Kopitai in Greek” (h
lEnGwwwwn wlwwwwnhu, np winG hpw-
qQupy wpgnpgh, wn  uwnnpnniny  Ukdh
nhGG Suwnpnuh, np £ dtpd jwiwwnngg
wuninG, np mGulywt (kgmunG Unyhwunw-
nwy wGnmuGh)26,

One of the Armenian Gospels of
1279 was written by scribe Smawdn “in
the Holy See congregation in Maskawor
monastery [situated] close to the purest
and holy cloister named Drazark (h
YwpennhynuwbGhun  ShwpwGhu, h YwGu
U'waluinp Ynghghwy, dtipd wn qlpwiw-
pmp umpp nijunnu np Tpwqupy gnpgnn-
2h)27, In this regard, it is worth men-
tioning that Maskewor (Maskawor)
monastery was also founded by T'oros I
Rubenian28,

26 Hayeren jeragreri hisatakaranner E - ZB dd, p.
155. T would like to remind in this regard that above
mentioned Catholicos Grigor V K'arave, after he
fell off or had been dropped from a height of the
Castle of Kopitai, was buried in. Drazark. See:
Smbatay Sparapeti Taregirk', pp. 205-6; La
chronique rimée des rois de la Petite Arménie, p.
631; Samuel Anec'i ew Sarunakoiner, p. 232.

27 Hayeren jeragreri hisatakaranner ZG dar, p. 493.

28 Samuél Anec ew Sarunakoiner, pp. 201, 216;
Patmut'iwn azgin Rovbinanc t'é vorpés tirec'in
Kilikio, p. 100; La chronique rimée des rois de la
Petite Arménie, p. 499.

In his “Chronography”, Matthew of
Edessa informed that above mentioned
vardapet Géorg Melrik was buried “in
the gawai2? of Anawaiza, in the great
hermitage called Drazark which had
been renewed by T oros, great isxan of
the Armenians”30, The city of Anawaiza
(its ruins stand east of Dilekkaya vil-
lage) was situated on the Cilician
Plains3l, 28 km south of Sis (present
Kozan)32, future capital city of the Ar-
menian kingdom of Cilicia (see map 1).

Unfortunately, Matthew’s infor-"
mation dtés not help to locate the “Sen-
ior monastery” because it is quite un-
certain in his context for the following
reasons taken together. First, Matthew
evidently lived most of (or all) his life in
Edessa and had not quite detailed
knowledge of geography of Cilicia. Sec-
ondly, in his lifetime Anawaiza was the
main city of Rubenian principality, and
for this reason Matthew’s “gawar of
Anawaiza” (quuunk Uhunrwnqu) or
“land of Anawaiza” (uzhuwph Whunwp-

'qu)33 could mean not the “district of

Anawaiza” but rather the “land of great
i8xan T'oros I34”35, that is, the part of
Cilicia which stretches from Anawaiza
situated on the Cilician Plains, in
northern direction, to the Taurus
Mountains.

29 “Province” or “district” in Armenian.
30 Matt'éos Urhaec'i Zamanakagrut'iwn, p. 334.

31 F. Hild and H. Hellenkemper, Tabula imperii Byzan-
tini, t. 5, Kilikien und Isaurien, Wien 1990, p. 178.

32 During my study, the distances and coordinates
were estimated from Google Maps and the locations
were mapped using Google Earth.

33 Matt'éos Urhaec'i Zamanakagrut'iwn, pp. 316,
334,

34 Later of great i¥xan Lewon I (1129-37).
35 C. Mutafian, L 'drménie du Levant, vol. 1, p. 617.
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The evidence presented by above
mentioned Tadéos — “the forest-locked
hermitage named Drazark [situated] at
the foot of Taurus Mountains” - sup-
ports this point of view. It should be
noticed that priest Tadéos was a con-
temporary of Matthew of Edessa, but
unlike him, Tadéos lived in Cilicia,
most likely in Drazark36. This makes
his evidence more valuable from the
geographical point of view.

One of the colophons of the Hym-
nal of 1328 also contains geographical
information on Drazark. According to
this source, the manuscript was written
“in Drazarg hermitage [situated] in
Sis37” (h Npwqupq wGwwuwnG np h Upu).
But it should be noticed that this colo-
phon, unlike the manuscript, was writ-
ten in 17th century, supposedly in
Arzrum (Erzerum)38, Considering this
circumstance, the unusual spelling
“Drazarg” as well as the information
from priest Tadéos, I concluded that
the ending of the fragment should not
be interpreted literally. Obviously,
writing “in Sis”, the author meant “in
the district / province of Sis”, “in the
country / land of Sis”, or “in Cilicia”39.

36 Hayeren jeragreri hiSatakaranner E - ZB dd, p. 155.

37 one of the capital cities of the Armenian kingdom of
Cilicia.

38 O. Yeganyan, A. Keosyan, A. Ghazarosyan, Sh.
Harutyunyan (ed.), General catalogue of Armenian
manuscripts of Mashtots Matenadaran, vol. V, Ye-
revan, 2009, pp. 527-50.

39 I would like to note in this regard that Arabic medi-
eval writers called Cilician Armenia “the land of
Sis” (bilad Sis) and occasionally merely Sis. Some
Armenian authors kept the same approach. I mean,
for example, the following fragment from “The Ge-
ography” attributed to Vardan Arewelc'i: “Cilicia,
that is Sis, ...” (ahibyt np & Uhu). See: C. Mutafi-
an, L'Arménie du Levant, vol. 1, p. 411; J. Gilet,
Génese des relations entre Arméniens et Mame-

In this regard, I would like to quote..

also from the Lectionary of 1421 written
by monk Karapet: “in the holy cloister
called Drazark [located] within the
bounds of Cilicia, [in] the land of Sis” (h
umpp nijunG, np Yngh pwqupy, hb uwh-
YwGu Yhyhytowy, pyphG Upuwy)40. In the
Lectionary written a year before by bi-
shop Sargis, the wording is similar, just
without mentioning “the land of Sis”41.

According to yet unedited colophon

of the Ms. 1318 preserved at the Li-
brary of the Mekhitarist Congregation
in Venice, Drazark was chosen to be-
come the resting place of the kings of
Armenia and of the catholicoi because
of the fear of infidels as the path [which
led to Drazark] was narrow, and Sis
was at a distance of more than a day’s
journey [of Drazark]42.

The above presented evidences evi-

dences presented by priest Tadéos and
scribe Smawdn being more detailed and
valuable than the information from
other above quoted sources, yet shed
little light on Drazark’s location be-
cause the sites of Kopitai and Maske-
wor are also uncertain. As for the lat-

40

41

42

louks : La bataille de Marri, premiére attaque sur le
Bilad Sis, in D. Aigle (dir.), Le Bilad al-Sam face
aux mondes extérieurs, Damas — Beyrouth 2012, pp.
263-4, n. 8; A. D. Stewart, The Armenian Kingdom
and the Mamluks: War and diplomacy during the
reigns of Het 'um II (1289-1307), Leiden — Boston —
KéIn 2001, pp. 24-5; H. Pérpérean (ed.), ASxar-
hac'oyc' Vardanay vardapeti [The Geography by
vardapet Vardan], Paris 1960, p. 50.

L. Khachikyan (ed.), ZE dari hayeren jeragreri hiSa-
takaranner, [ The colophons of 15" century Armenian
manuscripts], vol. 1, Yerevan 1955, p. 249.

“in the holy cloister called Drazark [located] within
the bounds of Cilicia”. See: ZE dari hayeren
jeragreri hiSatakaranner, vol. 1, pp. 245-6.

C. Mutafian, L'drménie du Levant, vol. 1, p. 618,
vol. 2, p. 338.

ter, two colophons written by scribe
Vardan in the late 12% century also
contain information on its location. In
both cases, he used similar wording.
The Gospel of 1187 was written “in the
monastery of Maskewor, under the pro-
tection of Holy Mother of God and Saint
Karapet, at / within the borders of the
city of Sis (h ywlpu UwoYtanphu, pln
finjuGkun Umpp Uunmwdwdthu b Unipp

Qupwwtwnhu, h

UpunyG

uwhdwlu

pwnwphu)”43, and the Lectionary of
1192 was created “in the monastery
named Maskewor, under the protection
of Holy Mother of God, Saint Karapet
and other Saints who are here, at /
within the borders of the city of Sis, in
the province of Cilicia, in the Taurus
Mountains” (h ywlpu np Yngh Uwaytany,
pGn AnjwGhun Umpp UunmwdwdGhu b
Unipp Ywpwwtnhu L wy) uppngu hpp
wun GG, h uwhAvdwGu UhunyG pwnwphu, h
quijwnhu Ypinhytiging, h 1&phGu np Yngh
Snpnu)44”,

It follows from this, that nearby

Drazark was most likely also located
not very far from the capital city of Sis.

Kopitai is the second-mentioned in

the western part of so called “Corona-
tion list” of the vassals of Lewon I, king
of Armenia (1187/98-1219). He follows
Barjberd and precedes Mclovon, other
important baronial4® strongholds of Ci-

43 S. Ter-Avetissian (ed.), Katalog der Armenischen

44

45

Handschrifien in der Bibliothek des Klosters in
Neu-Djoulfa, vol. 1, Wien 1970, p. 33.

N. Potarean (ed.). Mayr c'uc'ak jeragrac’ Srboc’
Yakobeano', [The grande catalogue of St. James
manuscripts], vol. I, Jerusalem 1966, pp. 338, 350 -1.

Obviously, from the end of 11" century at least until
1194, the date of imprisonment and death of Catholi-
cos Grigor V K'arave?, Kopitai was a possession of
the great princes of the Rubenian house. Soon aﬁer
that event it was granted to a certain i¥xan Kostandin

lician Armenia46.

Since the place

names in this source are listed in geo-
graphical order (with few exceptions
and deviations)4?, the neighborhood of
the districts of Kopitaf, Barjberd and
Molovon, even more confirmed by other
sources48, could hardly be doubted.

46

47

48

mentioned in the list of the vassals in attendance at
the coronation ceremony of Lewon I (1198). Another
or the same Kostandin (Kost&ndin), seigneur of Ko-
pitaf, as well as his sons Het'um, Lewon, Halkam
and Grigor, was mentioned in one of undated Arme-
nian colophons. A certain paron (baron) Ofin, sei-
gneur of Kopitat, was among the participants of the
Councils of the Armenian Church convoked in 1307
and 1316, It is not excluded, that after 1316 Kopitat
became a royal possession. The colophon written in
this castle in 1338 contains no mention of any i¥xan
or seigneur of Kopitar but at the same time mentions
king Lewon IV. The last mention of Kopitar in this
spelling in medieval sources,is dated 1467-8. In the
Ottoman sources Kopitat was spelled Kiipdere (kale-
si): See: Smbatay Sparapeti Taregirk', p. 210; La
chronique du royaume de la Petite Arménie, p- 637;
Katalog der Armenischen Handschrifien in der Bib-
liothek des Klosters in Neu-Djoulfa, vol. 1, pp. 213-4;
Hayeren jeragreri hisatakaranner 2G dar, p. 899;
Clemente Galano. Consiliationis ecclesiae Armenae
cum Romana..., Romae, 1690, pp. 460, 505; Xa&'i-
kian (ed.), ZD dari hayeren jeragreri hiSatakaranner,
[The Colophons of 14th Century Armenian Manu-
scripts], Yerevan 1950, pp. 315-6; Samuél Anec'i ew
Sarunakotner, pp. 235-7; A. Ozkiling, 998 numarali
muhdsebe-i vildyet-i Diydr-i Bekr ve ‘Arab ve Zil'l-
Kddiriyye defieri (937/1530), t. 11, Ankara 1999, pp.
12, 117; Y. Halagoflu, Tapu tahrir deflerlerine Giire
XV1. Yiizyilin ilk yarisinda Sis (= Kozan) Sancagi, in
“Tarih Dergisi”, XXXII mart 1979, Istanbul 1979,
pp. 822-34, See also footnotes 26 and 69.

Smbatay Sparapeti Taregirk', p. 210; La chronique
du royaume de la Petite Arménie, p. 637.

G. Dédéyan, Les listes ‘féodales” du pseudo-Smbat,
in “Cahiers de civilisation médiévale”, 125 (32° an-
née) / janvier-mars 1989, pp. 28-9; H. Hellenkemper,
Burgen der Kreuzritterzeit in der Grafschaft Edessa
und im Kdnigreich Kleinarmenien, Bonn 1976, pp.
14-6; R. W. Edwards, The Fortifications of Armenian
Cilicia, Washington D. C. 1987, appendix 3.

Hayeren jetagreri hisatakaranner 2G dar, p. 648;
ASxarhac 'oyc' Vardanay vardapeti, p. 50.
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Molovon is Milvan kalesi4® (North-
Western Cilicia, about 115 km west of
Sis) located near present-day Karakilig
(former Milvan) village. The castles of
Kuklak and of Lambron which follow
Molovon in the Coronation list50 are
situated south-west of it5l. Therefore,
according to geographical order of the
list, Kopitar and Barjberd should be
sought in the opposite direction.

In other words, they were both sit-
uated in the northwestern corner of Ci-
licia, north or north-east of Molovon
and west of the royal domain which oc-
cupied Central Cilicia, extending from
Kormoz6l and Vahka southward via Sis
to the Cilician Plains and the Mediter-
ranean coast52. In this sector of the
Taurus Mountains, only the following
ruins could be identified with Kopitar
or Barjberd (see map 2):

- Bostan kalesi located at the con-
fluence of the present Goksu and Za-
manti rivers, near the village of Erge-
nusag (former Bostan), that is why it is
also called Ergenusag kalesi®3. This site
is about 45 km north-northwest of Sis.

- Meydan kalesi located close to the
town of Aladag (former Karsant),

49 G. Dédéyan (ed.), La Chronique attribuée au con-
nétable Smbat, Paris 1980, p. 77 n. 51; Edwards,
The Fortifications of Armenian Cilicia, p. 195; Hild
and Hellenkemper, Kilikien und Isaurien, p. 347,
“Kalesi” means “castle”, “fortress” in Turkish.

50. Smbatay Sparapeti Taregirk’, p. 210; La chronique
du royaume de la Petite Arménie, p. 637.

51 La Chronique attribuée au connétable Smbat, p. 77
and map; Edwards, The Fortifications of Armenian
Cilicia, pp. 139-40, 176-7; Hild and Hellenkemper,
Kilikien und Isaurien, pp. 323-4, 328.

52 Dédéyan, Les listes “féodales” du pseudo-Smbat,
pp- 28-30. .

s3 Edwards, The Fortifications of Armenian Cilicia,

pp. 95-6.

north of the village of Meydan54. This
castle is about 65 km north-west of Sis.

Other fortifications in this sector
of Cilicia — Isa (Isa, Egni, Egnigozii)
kalesi55, Bakacak (Kizildag, Cevlik)

- kalesi®6, etc57 — should also be taken

into consideration but they are too
small to be identified convincingly with
such significant fortified settlements as
Barjberd and Kopitai®8. According to
information received from Jirair Chris-

tianian, who studies newly found pho-

tos of the inscription of Tamrut kalesi
situated approximately 4 km south of
the modern village of Sivigli5® (about 30
km west of the town of Aladag and 100
km west of Sis), that text contains the
medieval name of the fortress, and it is
not Kopitar or Barjberd. Therefore, I
suppose that Ergenugag1 kalesi and
Meydan kalesi are the most probable
candidates to be Kopitaif and
BarjberdSo0.

54 Ibidem, p. 189.

55 According to Edwards, its ruins are located about 4
km southwest of the village of Sivigli, approximate-
ly 3km of Tamrut. Isa kalesi can be also reached
from the village of Gerdibi. See: Ibidem, pp. 151,
237; Hild and Hellenkemper, Kilikien und Isaurien,
p. 276.

56 As far as I know, these ruins situated near the mod-
ern villages of Cevlik and Kizildag have never been
explored by researchers. Maxime Goepp has pub-
lished a short illustrated account of his visit to Ba-

kagak (2009) on his amazing web-site. See: For--
tresses d’Orient, URL http://www.orient-latin.com/

fortresses/bakacak (27.03.2017).

57 Hotalan kalesi, Yenikoy kalesi. See: Edwards, The

~ Fortifications of Armenian Cilicia, pp. 149-51, 267-9.

58 Besides, the above mentioned small fortifications are
located close to Tamrut, therefore they do not have
separate significance for my search of Drazark.

59 Edwards, The Fortifications of Armenian Cilicia, p.
237.

60 I am grateful to Jirair Christianian for sharing with
me this important information.

Robert W. Edwards believed, with-
out detailed reasoning, that Meydan
kalesi is probably medieval Kopitai6l,
Based on the information from Lewond
Alisan and Heinrich Kiepert, Gérard
Dédéyan located Kopitar, and accord-
ingly Drazark, a little northwest of Sis,
at the confluence of the Upper Saros
(present Goksu) and Zamanti rivers6?,
that is, close to Ergenusagy kalesi.
Hansgerd Hellenkemper and Friedrich
Hild made arguments in support of
identifying Ergenusag (Bostan) kalesi
with Kopitar, and Meydan kalesi with
Barjberd®s.

The above information shows that
Drazark should be searched between the
districts of Ergenusag kalesi, Meydan
kalesi and / or Tamrut kalesi. The dis-
covery of old disused Cilician place
names was one of the directions of my
search. Studying the Ottoman tax regis-
ters of 1530, I paid particular attention
to a settlement named Tirezek located in
the province of Sisé4. Moreover, I have
received the information of an old vil-
lage by the same name also from the
villagers of the modern village of Kibris-
lar situated 35 km north-northwest of
Sis and approximately 10 km east of
Ergenusag kalesi (see map 3). They in-
formed me that Tirezek is the old village

61 Ibidem,p. 194 n. 2.

62 G. Dédéyan, Les Arméniens entre Grecs, Musulmans
et Croisés, vol. 1, Lisbonne 2003, pp. 378, 414; La
Chronique attribuée au connétable Smbat, p. 71 n. 98
and map; L. Alisan, Sissouan ou L'Arméno-Cilicie,
Venice - S. Lazare 1899, p. 167. -

63 Hild aitd Hellenkemper, Kilikien und Isaurien, pp.
210, 309-10.

64 A. Ozkiling, 998 numarali muhdsebe-i vildyet-i
Diydr-i Bekr ve ‘Arab ve Zil'l-Kddiriyye defteri
(937/1530), t. 11, p. 118.

site located in the place of Kibrislar and
/ or in its surroundings.

I have localized Tirezek also with
the help of Index Anatolicus, an index
of old changed place names around
Turkey developed by Sevan Nisanyan.
According to this source, the coordi-
nates of Tirezek are 37° 38' 54" N 35°
38' 21" E65, This location corresponds to
a point situated between Kibrislar and
Ergenusag kalesi which are close but
separated by river. The summit Which
Ergénusagl kalesi stands on rises on
the right side of Goéksu river whereas
Kibrislar-Tirezek is situated near its
left flank (see map 4).

My theory of the location of Dra-
zark monastery is based on the suppo-
sition that Tirezek is the Turkish pro-
nunciation of the place name “Dra-
zark”. The identification of Tirezek with
Drazark is supported by the fact that
there are considerable remains of a
Christian religious edifice in the village
of Kibrislar (see photos 1, 2 and 3)
which are almost totally unknown and
have not yet been explored.

As seen in photos 1 and 2, the
builders of that rural house elevated it
on the ruins of a medieval church. The
advanced architectural and decoration
style, particularly the excellent cross
ensemble (photo 1) which is unique to
the Armenian ecclesiastic architecture
of Cilicia, indicate that in this place one
of the famous Cilician Armenian mon-
asteries stoodé6,

65 Sevan Nisanyan, Index Anatolicus, URL http://
www.nisanyanmap.com/?yer=48294&haritasi=tirez
ek (27.03.2017).

66 The proper study of this monument would be possi-
ble after the expedition to Kibrislar and other medi-
eval sites of Cilicia.
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Taking into consideration the loca-
tion of Tirezek and the proximity of
Ergenusag1 kalesi (probable Kopitar), I
concluded that the medieval church ru-
ins found in the village of Kibrislar are
most likely the remains of one of the
churches of Drazark monastery®’. Prob-
ably, other remains of Drazark and of its
burial places are under the houses of the
villagers or / and around the village.

The location of Kibrislar (old Tire-
zek) complies fully with the geograph-
ical information on Drazark from the
above mentioned medieval sources68.

67 The churches of Drazark monastery dedicated to
Holy Mother of God, Holy Signs, Saint T'oros
(T'eodoros) and other saints are mentioned in the
following medieval sources. See: Hayeren jeragreri
hisatakaranner E - ZB dd, p. 142; Hayeren jeragre-
ri hisatakaranner ZG dar, pp. 36-7, 107, 445, 530,
655-7, 704, 729-30; L. Xag‘ikian (ed.), ZD dari
hayeren jeragreri hiSatakaranner, [The Colophons
of 14th Century Armenian Manuscripts], Yerevan
1950, p. 170; etc.

68 At the same time, it does not comply fully with the
following fragment from the work of Lukas
Iné¢iean: “Drazark cloister: a church [situated] in
the gorge covered with dense forest is about one
day’s journey west of Sis and about two days’ jour-
ney of Anawarza...” (See: L. Infitean, ASxarha-
grut'iwn ¢&'oric’ masanc' asxarhi. Masn arajin, Asia
[The Geography of the four quarters of the world.
Part I, Asia], vol. 1, Venice. 1806, p. 365). Actually,
the distance between Anawaiza and Kibrislar /
Tirezek is twice as long than the way from Sis to
Kibrislar, and the latter is situated among the gorges
in a wooded area. However, Kibrislar is located
north-northwest but not west of Sis. I have no in-
formation, whether Lukas Inéigean visited Cilicia
and Drazark or not. I do not know the source of his
information neither. In my opinion, the above quot-
ed fragment is quite contradictory. If Drazark would
really be located west of Sis, the distances “Sis —
Drazark” and “Anawarza - Drazark” would be
about the same because both cities lay in the Cilici-
an Plains and had almost the same longitude (See:
Hild and Hellenkemper, Kilikien und Isaurien, pp.
178, 413). The double remoteness of Drazark from
Anawaiza, as compared with the distance between

This site is situated near the probable
Kopitar (Ergenusag kalesi) and at the
same time not far from Sis (see map 3).
Moreover, if Tirezek is medieval Dra-
zark, then Ergenusag kalesi can be
identified quite surely with Kopitaf.
According to Matthew of Edessa
and other Armenian medieval chroni-
clers, Kopitar, which was spelled also
Kositar, was the first Cilician residence
and possession of Ruben, progenitor of
the Rubenian House, or of his son
Kostandin®®. The location of Kopitar
and Drazark in Ergenusag and Tire-
zek-Kibrislar subsequently illustrates
the first steps of the first Rubenians in
Cilicia better than if Kopitai were
Meydan kalesi or Tamrut kalesi.

After Sahnsah Gagik II Bagratuni
had been killed in Kyzistra?, his war-
lord Kostandin (or his father Ruben) left
Cappadocia, entered Cilicia along the
old Roman route which led from Caesa-
rea’! via Ergenusag (probable Kopitar)
to Sis and Adana’ and settled “in the

Drazark and Sis, indicates that the monastery was
situated north, north-west or north-east of Sis.

69 Matt'éos Urhaec'i Zamanakagrut'iwn, p. 257; La
chronique rimée des rois de la Petite Arménie, pp.
497-9; Samuél Anec'i ew Sarunakolner, pp. 196-7;
Patmut'iwn azgin Rovbinanc, p. 100; Hamarot pat-
mut'iwn Zamanakac' havak'eal i zanazan pat-
mut‘eanc, p. 46; Hayeren jeragreri hifatakaranner
7G dar, p. 583. On this subject see also: Dédéyan,
Les Arméniens entre Grecs, Musulmans et Croisés,
pp. 374-99.

70 Matt'éos Urhaec'i Zamanakagrut 'iwn, pp. 218-20;
Kyzistra is present Zengibar kalesi located approx-
imately 56 km south-southwest of the city of Kayse-
ri. See: H. Hunger, Tabula imperii Byzantini, t. 2,
Kappadokien, Wien 1981, p. 219.

71 Modern city of Kayseri.

72 Hild and Hellenkemper, Kilikien und Isaurien, p.
136.

land of Kopitai”’73. Already at that time
this land could include the territories
which lay not only north but also south
of the Géksu river, among them the site
of Drazark. It is also possible, that the
first Rubenians occupied this site later,
when they extended their power in the
direction of Sis and Anawaiza. From the
“land of Kopitai”, Kostandin (or Ruben)
expanded his domain also northeast-
ward by occupying Kormozol (modern
village of Giiriimze) and Vahka74,

Thus, my study has revealed the
probable site and ruins of Drazark
monastery (modern village of Kibrislar
/ old village site of Tirezek). This loca-
tion is in accordance with the indica-
tion of Drazark on G. Dédéyan’s map7s.

73 Matt'éos Urhaec'i Zamanakagmt ‘iwn, p. 257; Dé-
déyan, Les Arméniens entre Grecs, Musulmans et
Croisés, p. 374-9.

74 La chronique rimée des rois de la Petite Arménie, p.
497-9; Hamarot patmut'iwn Zamanakac' havak ‘eal
i zanazan patmut'eanc, p. 46; Hayeren Jeragreri
hisatakaranner ZG dar, p. 583; Samuél Anec'i ew
Sarunakolner, pp. 196-7; Dédéyan, Les Arméniens
entre Grecs, Musulmans et Croisés, p. 378-81, 392-
5; L. Alidan, Sissouan ou L'Arméno-Cilicie, p. 168;
Hild and Hellenkemper, Kilikien und Isaurien, pp.
207, 312,

75 La Chronique attribuée au connétable Smbat, map;
Dédéyan, Les Arméniens entre Grecs, Musulmans et
Croisés, p. 414.

My findings also support H. Hel-
lenkemper’s and F. Hild’s identification
of Ergenusag kalesi with the Castle of
Kopitar76 but at the same time do not
contradict fully the identification of
Meydan kalesi proposed by R. W. Ed-
wards. I have presented my conclusions
also on the map 5.

76 This identification is also in accordance with the
following information from “Pratica della mercatura”
written before 1343 by Francesco Balducci Pegolotti,
Florentine merchant who obtained from Lewon IV,
king of Armenia (1320-42), privileges for the Bardi
company. According to this source, the land of the
king of Armenia, or more precisely, the trade route
through the land of the king of Armenia extended at
that time from Ayas as far north as Colidara. Having
passed Colidara, merchants left Cilician Armenia, en-
tered the Cappadocian lands of ilkhan “Bonsaet”
(Abusaid) and reached Gandon (Xawatanek', pre-
sent-day Develi located 43 km south of Kayseri) and
Casena (Caesarea, Kayseri). The identification of
Colidara with Kopitaf proposed by some researchers
seems obvious to me. It should be noted that both
Ergenusag kalesi and Meydan kalesi are located near
two major ancient and medieval routes which led
from Ayas to Caesarea, and both routes have appro-
ximately the same length. Ergenusag kalesi is loca-
ted close to the geographical border between Cilicia
and Cappadocia and the medieval border of Cilician
Armenia, therefore it could serve as the last Arme-
nian station on the trade route described. Thus, the
information from Balducci Pegolotti supports the
identification of Ergenugaf kalesi with Kopitai but
at the same time it does not contradict the other iden-
tification proposed by R. W. Edwards. See: Fran-
cesco Balducci Pegolotti, La pratica della mercatura,
Lisbona e Lucca 1766, p. 9; V. Langlois, Le trésor
des chartes d'Arménie ou cartulaire de la chance-
llerie royale des Roupéniens, Venise 1863, p. 195;
W. Heid, Geschichte des Levantehandels im Mitte-
lalter, t. 2, Stuttgart 1879, pp. 113-4; A, Martirosyan,
Torgovyi put’ Ayas — Tavriz (XIII-XTV vv.) [The trade
route from Ayas to Tabriz, XIII-XIV centuries], in
“Lraber hasarakakan gitutyunneri” [Herald of the So-
cial Sciences] 1991 2, pp. 49-52, 55; H. Hunger,
Kappadokien, pp. 178-9; Hild and Hellenkemper,
Kilikien und Isaurien, pp. 136, 210, 309; L. Alian,
Sissouan ou L'Arméno-Cilicie, p. 167.
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