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THE LOCATION OF DRAZARK, BURIAL PLACE OF THE KINGS
AND QUEENS OF ARMENIA AND OF THE “BLESSED
| RUBENIANS”

Samvel Grigoryan

The exact location of the Royal
monastery of Drazark which was called
also “Senior monastery” (Awag vank’
Unwq YwGp)?! is still unknown?2. I try to
discover it in the present study. This
task is closely related to ascertaining
the site of Kopitar, one of the most im-
portant strongholds and districts in Ci-
lician Armenia.

Of all Cilician Armenian monaster-
ies, cloisters and hermitages, Drazark
(""rwquiny, Ppwquny) was perhaps the
most important, the most famous and
the most associated with the history of
the Rubenian princely later royal
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1 A. Matevosyan (ed.), Hayeren jeragreri hifataka-
ranner E - ZB dd, [The colophons of 512" centu-
ties Armenian manuscripts], Yerevan 1988, p. 209;
N. Polarean (ed.), Mayr c¢'uc'ak jeragrac' Srboc'
Yakobeanc', [The grande catalogue of St. James
manuscripts], vol. VI, Jerusalem 1972, p. 193.

2 C. Mutafian, L'drménie du Levant (XI"XIV" siécle),

vol. 1, Paris, 2012, p. 617.
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house, from its dawn to extinction. Ac-
cording to Armenian medieval sources,
Drazark was founded or renewed by
great iSxan (great prince) T'oros 1
Rubeniéh (about 1100 - 29) in the first
half of his reign3. The earliest mention
of Drazark dates back to 11134.

Since the time of its foundation,
Drazark served not only the cloister
and cultural center but also the burial
place of high clergy and high nobility5.
Vardapet Géorg‘ Metrik ($1114) and
vardapet Kiwrakos (+1127), first known
priors of the monastery and establish-
ers of its cloistral rule, were buried

3 M. Mélik'-Adamean and N. Tér Mik'aglean (ed.),
Matt'éos Urhaec'i Zamanakagrut'iwn, [The Chron-
ography of Matt'8os Urhaec'i], ValarSapat 1898, p.
334; S. Aglean (ed.), Smbatay Sparapeti Taregirk'
{The Chronicle of Smbat Sparapet], Venice San
Lazzaro degli Armeni 1956, pp. 143-4; K. Mate-
vosyan (ed.), Samuél Anec'i ew Sarunakolner. Za-
manakagrut'iwn Adamic' miné'ew 1776, [Samuel
Anetsi and Continuators. The Chronicle from Adam
to 1776), Yerevan 2014, pp. 201, 216; Het'um Pat-
mit, Patmut'iwn azgin Rovbinanc t'€ vorpés tire-
c'in Kilikio [The History of the Rub&nian House:
How they became the lords of Cilicia), in V. Yako-
byan (ed.), Manr Zamanakagrut'yunner 13-18 dd.
[The Short Chronicles of 13™-18" centuries], vol. 2,
Yerevan 1956, p. 100; Vahram d’Edesse, La chro-
nique rimée des rois de la Petite Arménie, in Kd,
Dulaurier (ed.), Recueil des historiens des croisades
Documents arméniens, vol. 1, Paris 1869, p. 499,
Hayeren jetagreri hiSatakaranner E - ZB dd, p. 142.

5 C. Mutafian, L drménie du Levant, vol. 1, pp. 617-
620.





