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sur sa monnaie. Nous n’avons pas en vue les
couronnes portées par les rois Roupinian
(Roupenian) et Lusignan, qui sont des cou-
ronnes modelées sous I'influence occidentale
et sans valeur artistique nationale, & part cer-
tains détails décoratifs qui nous rappellent des
traditions anciennes de la bijouterie arménien-
ne (I’emploi de perles).

La tiare sur la monnaie d’Antiochus I de
Commagene, trés ressemblente a celle de Ti-
grane II d’Arménie, et un specimen unique de

son emploi en Commagéne, peut étre considé-
rée comme le resultat d’une concurrence pos-
thume aprés la mort de Tigrane II pour se
venger de sa défaite anterieure par le grand
monarque, ayant pour but naif d’essayer de
dominer sur I’Arménie entiére. En portant
une tiare analogue i celle de Tigrane II, Anti-
ochus I essayait en vain de gagner la sympa-
thie du peuple arménien, car il n’avait jamais
joui de ’autorité d’un Tigrane II.
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CILICIAN ARMENIA AND
CRUSADER ANTIOCH

For millenia the homeland of the Armeni-
ans was the highlands of eastern Asia Minor.
High mountain ranges and deep fertile valleys
encouraged a spirit of independence and
caused a lack of cohesion, making it very diffi-
cult to establish a unified, powerful nation. As
courageous warriors, they served in :the arm.ies
of neighboring Empires for centuries, begin-
ning with the Achemenid period.

The migration of Armenians to Cilicia be-
gan in the tenth century, and was the result of
several factors. In the tenth and early eleventh
centuries, the Byzantine Empcyors expandfﬁd
their rule over western historical Armqma,
and encouraged Armenians to 'settlt? in various
parts of the empire. In the mld-elevent.h
century, the Saljuq invasioys of. Arx_nema
quickened the pace of Armem'an migration to
the west and southwest. While a variety of
secondary sources and monographs .h.a\./e dealt
with both Greater Armenia and Cilician Ar-
menia in the 11-14th centuries, many of these
works are available only in R}1§51an and Ar-
menian. In my opinion insufficient attention
id to one important aspect of Ar-

has been pa te .

menian and European political h}stor):j,
i ilician Armenia an

namely the history of Cilician e dor

Crusader Antioch. The present st
voted to this topic.

J—
f the Crusades has been extensively studied
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For many centuries Armenians constituted
an important element in the Byzantine Em-
pire'. No less than 25 Emperors, 10 Co-Em-
perors and 10 Empresses were of Armenian
origin®. At times the language spoken in the
palace was Armenian rather than Greek and
palace revolutions occurred organized by Ar-
menian elements. Many of the outstanding
generals in the army were Armenians. There
was, however, one very important distinction
between the Armenians in the service of the
Byzantine Empire and the Armenians in their
homeland. The former were called “Horoms”’
or “Romans” because they had adopted the
Greek Orthodox faith. The Armenian national
church was independent of Byzantium, and
Rome was often in theological disputes with
them.

While many Armenian leaders in the serv-
ice of the Empire had to adopt the Orthodox
faith, large segments of the Armenian popula-
tion who were encouraged to settle in various
parts of the Empire kept their adherence to
the national church. When in the year 975,
Emperor John Zimisces (who was of Arme-
nian origin) recovered some of the lands in
Northern Syria and the Orontes valley from
the Arabs, he had large contingents of Arme-
nian troops with him and most likely some of
them settled in the region.

Emperor  Constantine =~ Monomachus
(1042-1055) followed a vigorous policy of re-
settlement of Armenians in Cappadocia and
Cilicia. Already in 1022, Senekerim, the King
of the Armenian province of Vaspurakan,
ceded his Kingdom to the Byzantine Emperor
Basil II and received the city of Sebastia in

' S. Der-Nersessian, Armenia and the Byzantine Em-
pire, Harvard University Press, Cambridge (1945).

* K. S. Basmadjian, Numismatique Générale de I' Armé-
nie Venice (1936) (In Armenian).
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Cappadocia with its surrounding territories.
In 1045, King Gagik of Ani was forced to cede
his land to Byzantium and settled with his
people in eastern Cappadocia. Other minor
rulers followed similar patterns of migration’,

Historians are in unanimous agreement
that this forced migration of Armenian lead-
ers from their homeland to the interior of the
Empire left the borderlands of Byzantium
open to invasion by Saljuq and other Turkic
tribes from Central Asia. This was perhaps
one of the major factors causing the collapse
of the Byzantine holdings in Asia Minor and
the eventual destruction of the Empire.

Settlement of Armenians in Cilicia was
partly due to the ¢ncouragement of the By-
zantine Emperors and partly to political cir-
cumstances. Thus, Ablgharib, who was re-
lated to Senekerim, was appointed governor of
Tarsus and Mopsuesta in Cilicia. Ablgharib
gave his daughter in marriage to Oshin, a
Prince from northern Armenia, and gave him
the castle of Lampron in the Taurus moun-
tains. Oshin’s descendents played a prominent
role in the ensuing two centuries as the royal
line of Hetoumids.

Another Byzantine general of Armenian
origin, Philaretus, was given the title of Se-
bastos by the Emperor. With the collapse of
Byzantine power in eastern Asia Minor he saw
the opportunity of establishing a new Armeni-
an homeland. He gained control of a large ter-
ritory stretching from the Euphrates to Cilicia
and Antioch. His center of power was Marash,
but he appointed various Armenians as gover-
nors of important cities and fortresses. When
the Armenian ruler Vasak of Antioch was as-
sassinated by some Greek officers, Philaretus

exacted vengeance for this act and gained con-
trol of Antioch for severa] years*.

The dream of Philaretus was short-lived. By
the time of his death in 1085, the powerful
Sultan Malik-Shah of Baghdad was breaking
up his territories. Antioch was captured in
1084, and the whole territory fell under the
rule of Malik-Shah. With the death of Malik-

Shah in 1092, the Armenians re-asserted their

> (C). Vol. 111, 671-686.

4

(A). Vol. 1, 73-75.

control of the former territories of Philaretus.
Thus Gabriel established himself in Melitene,
Tatoul in Marash, Thoros in Edessa, the latter
receiving the title of Curopalatus from the
Byzantine Emperor. All three professed the
Greek Orthodox faith and were in contact
with Byzantium.

East of Marash, another Armenian by the
name of Kogh Vasil, held several fortresses.
Unlike the others, he belonged to the Armeni-
an national church and owed no allegiance to
the Byzantine Emperor. He thus became the
rallying point for Armenians in Eastern Cili-
cia.

In Western Cilicia, similar events were tak-
ing place. Aside from Ablgharib and Oshin,
both of the Greek Orthodox faith, a Prince by
the name of Roupen and related to the royal
house of Senekerim, seized the fortress of
Partsrpert and declared his independence
from the Emperor. Like Kogh Vasil he be-
longed to the Armenian national church and
had the full support of the Armenians.

When the first wave of Crusaders arrived,
the Armenians were in control of the moun-
tainous territory extending from the Taurus
mountains in the west to the Euphrates, but
their position was precarious. Whatever the
motives of the Crusaders, the Armenians rec-
ognized them as natural allies both against the
Turks and also against the Byzantines. It is
therefore not surprising that Bagrat, the
brother of Kogh Vasil, struck up a close
friendship with Baldwin of Boulogne. Baldwin
recognized the value of friendly relations with
the Armenians and Bagrat saw the benefits to
his family holdings in the Euphrates region.

While Baldwin realized the advantages of
an Armenian state in Cilicia, another Crusad-
er leader, Tancred, held different views. The
main body of the Crusader army moved along
the northern slope of the Taurus mountains
and from Heraclea to Tyana and Caesarea.
From there, the Crusader army under Godf-
rey of Bouillon crossed the Anti-Taurus
Mmountains and came to Marash where they
were welcomed by Tatoul. From Marash the
main army moved toward Antioch.

Tancred, instead of following Godfrey,
crossed the Cilician gates from Heraclea. An-

other leader, Baldwin of Boulogne and his

cousin Baldwin of le Bourg with a larger army

crossed the mountains at Tyana and followe.d

Tancred. Tancred reached Adana and found it

to be garrisoned by a Turkish occupation

force. The Greek and Armenian inhabitants
were anxious to drive the Turks out but Tan-
cred’s forces were too small to accomplish the
task. Several days later, when Baldwin’s lar-
ger army began to arrive, the Turks fled under
cover of darkness and the city opened its gates
to Tancred. Baldwin demanded that Tarsus
should be transferred to him. Furious but un-
able to oppose the more powerful forces of
Baldwin, Tancred moved eastward. In the
meantime a force of three hundred Normans,
seeking to join Tancred, arrived at Tars:us but
were refused entry by Baldwin. While en-
camped outside of the wal{s, it was attacked
by the former Turkish garrlson.of Tarsus and
massacred to a man. This episode shocked
Christendom and indicated clearly the true
motives of the Crusaders who had come east

to seek their fortune’.

When Baldwin’s forces moved towe.lrds Ma;
mistra, a party of Normans under Richard od
the Principate, a cousin of Tanc.red, a‘lttacke
Baldwin in revenge. It was the first time that
Crusader was fighting Crusader. Fortunately
both leaders came to their senses and 1?1c.>ved
on towards their goal of Antioch. They joined
the main force at Marash.

Whatever the motives of Tancred, .Ba-ld-
win’s move prevented him from estabhshgng
himself in Cilicia. Nt?ne of the Arme;nan
towns was seized and {t seemed that z;lt ,(;nf

t the Crusading armies would'help the
128 s hold their positions against the pow-

f lzllr‘lurks. The destruction‘of Tur.kish power
?r | Cilician plains made it possxb.le for the
in the ian chieftains in the mountains .to ex-
Armcn}l] ir holdings towards the Mefilterra-
pang atng lay the foundations for the Kingdom
me menia.
of C]hc',ilr]r::nian rulers in the eastern moun-

.The re anxious for the arrival of the Cru-
tains We ies. The aging Thoros of Edessa,
sader arn; t'he news that the powerful Ker-
alar}? ecihcyTurkish Emir of Mosul was mov-
bogha,
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ing towards Edessa on his way to the relief of
Antioch, was most anxious to come to an
agreement with Baldwin. Unable to hire him
as a mercenary, he consented to sharing the
power with Baldwin. The tragic replacemept
of Thoros and control of Edessa by Baldwin
are beyond the scope of this study.

Having crossed the mountains and plains of
Cilicia where they were welcomed and refur-
bished by the Armenian rulers and popula-
tion, the Crusader armies moved southward
towards Antioch. It was the major city on the
road to the Holy Land and its capture was
necessary to assure the success of the objec-
tive of the liberation of Jerusalem.

Malik Shah had captured Antioch from its
Armenian overlord Philaretus in 1085 an_d
placed it under the governorship of Yaghi-
Siyan.

On October 20, 1097, the first detach{nents
of the Crusading army entered Yaghi-Slyar}’s
territory. Prior to the approach of the Chris-
tian armies, Yaghi-Siyan, knowing .that he
could not trust the Greek and Armenian pop-
ulation, had imprisoned many and. allowefl
others to escape. The city was heavily garri-
soned and supplies had been brought in.to
withstand a long siege. The main army undeé‘
Bohemond arrived the next day and cfncansape
in front of the mighty walls of the city. (;).cl)_n
Tancred and other leaders arrived frogn ili-
cia and a full siege was begun. .Yaghx-Slyan on
his part was expecting the arrival of Moslem
allies, especially that of the powex:ful atabeg of
Mosul, Kerbogha. The events which led to the
final capture of the city on June 3, 1098 h.avc
been described in detail in several publica-
tions®. Bohemond had planned to acquire An-
tioch for himself and had the consent of the
majority of the Crusader Princes.

After the capture of Antioch, the Christian
armies marched on to liberate the cities of the
Holy Land and Jerusalem. Bohemond de-
clared himself Prince of Antioch and assumed
full control of the city.

In August of 1100, Bohemond rgceived an
appeal from the Armenians of Meh’tene who
were being hard pressed by the Danishmends
of Sivas. Anxious to extend his poweér north-

¢ (A).Vol.1,308-318.



818 AU.. SUrh 1987

ward, Bohemond left with a small force. Be-
fore he reached Melitene, his army was am-
bushed and annihilated. Bohemond was taken
prisoner and carried into captivity by the Dan-
ishmend emir.

Antioch was now without a capable leader
and in March of 1101 a delegation from An-
tioch offered the regency of the city to Tan-
cred, who was Bohemond’s nephew. Tancred
left his fiefdom in Galilee and marched on
Antioch with his men. It was agreed that upon
Bohemond’s return he should return to his
fiefdom.

Tancred’s first act was to consolidate his
position in Antioch and extend his power in
Cilicia. In his march through the Cilician
plains, Tancred had helped Bohemond con-
quer Mamistra, Adana and Tarsus, which
soon were taken over by the Byzantines. By
the end of 1101, Tancred had recovered these
cities. After a long siege he captured Latakia
from the Greeks. These actions no doubt
caused some concern to the Byzantine Emper-
or and also Baldwin of Edessa. Through some
political manceuvres a ransom was arranged
and Bohemond was released with the payment
of 100,000 besants. The money was supplied
mainly by the Byzantine Emperor, the Patri-
arch Bernard of Antioch and Kogh Vasil. Sig-
nificantly, although Tancred did not interfere
with these arrangements, he did not contrib-
ute to the ransom.

Bohemond was released in the spring of
1103. Upon his return he thanked Tancred for
his capable administration and assumed full
control of the city. The unhappy Tancred was
powerless to do anything and had to be grate-
ful for a small fief within the principality’.

In the spring of 1104, the powerful Emirs of
Mosul and Mardin threatened Edessa. Bald-
win of le Bourg called for assistance and Bohe-
mond along with Tancred hastened to his aid.
The resulting battle of Harran was a disaster
for the Crusaders and Baldwin was captured,
while Bohemond and Tancred managed to es-
cape capture by seeking safety in Edessa.

The citizens of Edessa offered Tancred the
regency until Baldwin was freed. Tancred
stayed in Edessa while Bohemond moved to

7 (B). Vol. 1, 388.

Antioch with the remaining troops. The Mos-
lems attacked Edessa but were repulsed large-
ly due to the valor of the Armenian popula-
tion.

The Byzantines were at this time on good
terms both with Raymond of Tripoli and King
Baldwin of Jerusalem. They therefore pro-
ceeded to recover what had been lost to Bohe-
mond and Tancred in Cilicia. In the summer
of 1104 a Byzantine army under Monastras
marched into Cilicia and without much diffi-
culty captured the lost cities of Mamistra,
Tarsus and Adana.

Bohemond was placed in a difficult position
and he decided to return to Europe and gather
new forces to make his position more secure.
He sailed for Europe late in 1104, after ap-
pointing Tancred as his regent in the east for
the second time (1105-1112).

Tancred chose his kinsman Richard of the
Principate as Governor of Edessa in 1105 and
began to strengthen his position. He managed
to capture several forts from the ruler of Alep-
po. He attacked Mamistra in 1107 then
moved south to recapture Latakia from the
Byzantines. By the spring of 1108, Tancred
had recovered practically all the territory that
Bohemond had lost to the Byzantines.

. However, it appears that Tancred’s hold in
lower Cilicia was weak. In the year 1111,
Turkish tribes captured Anazarpa and looted
it after massacring most of the Christians. In
the following year Toros, the grandson of
Roupen captured Anazarpa and made it the
seat of his power. Toros was careful not tq an-
tagonize the Crusader rulers and remam.e_d
aloof in the wars for the control of lower Cili-
cia. Tancred at the height of his power was
probably planning expansion into the moun-
tainous strongholds of the Armenians when he
died in 1112, at the age of thirty-six. He .had
built a strong base for the Crusade.r holdings
in Antioch and the surrounding territory.

Roger succeeded as ruler of Antioch. He
was married to Cecilia, the sister of Baldwin
of Edessa. Pons of Tripoli married Tancred’s
widow and all three Princes recognized King
Baldwin of Jerusalem as their overlord. Thus
the Crusader powers were united and in har-
mony for once. Baldwin II of Edessa managed
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to gain control of some of the Armenian lands

upon Kogh Vasil’s death. The only fr.e'e {\rme-
nian power left in mountainous Cilicia was
that of the Roupenians.

It is interesting that the first three rulers of
Antioch, Bohemond (1103-1 105), Tancred
(1105-1112) and Roger (1112-1119) struck
copper coins bearing legends in Greek. It is al-
so significant that both Toros I (1099-1 121.)
and Toros II (1145-1169) and ott.ler Armeni-
an Princes struck copper coins which bore Ar-

menian legends®.

Toros died in 1129 and was succeeded by
his brother Levon 1. While Tarsg§ and.Adana
remained in Frankish hands:», Toro§ still I}eld
Anazarpa and captured ‘SIS as hlS.Capltal.
Bohemond II who was Prince of An}mch felt
that it was time to recover the Cilician .towns
lost to the Armenians. He marched with an

on I. Alarmed, Levon called upon

on Lev
army for assistance. Un-

ishmend Emir :
etal\l:argaor}l the presence of the D:amshgm.(;.nc.ls,
Bohemond carelessly marched into ld 1cla£
The Danishmend army fell upon hnga 1?“ hnod
only annihilated his army but cut oTh is | de:w
and sent it to the Caliph as a g.lft.fJ e Wll v
Alice, daughter of King .Baldwm 0 i;::,sra ‘:as
assumed control of Antioch. Her mc}>1 vas
the Armenian ConStar:ct?gfhthIl(lisnsg eB :Ir(;,wm

in Antioch.

oly hilidtcz)i gggﬁgtsa]:uitable ruler for that city
FUSh}T’ daughter Alice took active steps to bar
b}lt lir into the city. Baldwin captured the
h'l o 'ti; the assistance of Joscelin atnd as-
- \gl the regency of the city. With his
Sumil hter assured of the future rule of the
firti/n hacur%:turned to Jerusalemin 1 1307,

: dead, Levon I saw an op-
Wlt}'lt B(:(})]e;]iozzdthe Cilician towns of Ma-
pqrtunl ’il‘arsus and Adana in 1135%. Control
mlStl~a’Cilician plains was imperative fgr the
Oftatlll:ishment of an Armenian power in the
es

Near East.

—
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To mend matters, King Fulk arranged for
Raymond of Poitiers (then thirty-seven years
old) to come to Antioch and marry the nine-
year-old Constance, Alice’s daughter (1136).
The county was in dire straits and needed a
leader, with the Muslims raiding and pillaging
the Antiochene territory.

Raymond’s first step was to recapture the
Cilician cities. While Raymond had King
Fulk’s approval, Joscelin of Edessa, the neph-
ew of Levon, allied himself with Levon to op-
pose Raymond. On the other hand, Baldwin of
Marash, Joscelin’s vassal, allied himself with
Raymond. Levon got the upper hand in_the
opposing forces, and accepted an invitation
from Baldwin for a personal interview. Bald-
win treacherously made Levon his prisoner
and sent him off to Antioch. Taking advan-
tage of the confused situation, the Danish-
mends invaded Cilicia .and the holdings of
Baldwin. Alarmed by the deeds of the Danish-
mends, Levon promised to return the Cilician
cities in return for his freedom. Upon reach-
ing Cilicia, however, he ignored his promise.
Seeing the irrationality of warfare between
Crusaders and Armenians, Joscelin managed
to arrange a truce, thus terminating the con-
flict.

The Crusader Princes had much more dan-
gerous enemies to contend with. The Moslem
leader Zengi, advancing on Tripoli, had de-
feated the combined armies of the Count Pons
of Tripoli, taking him prisoner, while King
Fulk barely had escaped with a small force.
The King, Raymond of Tripoli and Joscelyn,
forgetting their quarrels, gathered their forces
with the result that a truce was arranged with
Zengi, releasing all the Christian prisoners.

The real reason which brought about peace
between the Armenians and Crusaders on the
one hand and Zengi and the Crusaders on the
other was the news that the Byzantine Em-
peror John Comnenus was marching into Cili-
cia at the head of a great army. The Crusaders
had ignored their promise to become vassals of
the Emperor. John was a very capable soldier
and leader and pursued the restructuring of
the old Byzantine Empire with much energy.
He settled his affairs in Europe, cowed the
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Turks in Anatolia and turned his attention to
Cilicia and the Frankish east in 1137.

The Byzantine army captured the Cilician
cities from the Armenians in quick order. Le-
von relying on the fortifications of Anazarpa
took refuge there. However, the engines of the
Byzantines battered down the walls and after
a siege of thirty-seven days, the city was cap-
tured. Levon retreated into the safety of the
mountains, and the Emperor moved on to An-
tioch (1137).

Raymond had just made peace with Zengi
and hastened to Antioch to find the Byzan-
tines laying siege to the city. Soon he saw the
hopelessness of his situation. He offered to
surrender provided John would grant him the
principality as his imperial Vicar. The Em-
peror demanded absolute unconditional sur-
render. An agreement was reached, Raymond
went to the Emperor’s camp and swore alle-

giance, Tne Emperor’s standard was hoisted
over the citadel that same year.

The Byzantine Emperor returned and com-
pleted the conquest of Cilicia in the winter of
1137-38. The remaining fortresses which the
Armenians held were captured and Levon was
taken captive along with his wife and two sons

Roupen and Toros, Armenian rule of Cilicia
was ended temporarily.

Le_von and his family were taken to Con-
Ztantmople as prisoners, Roupen was put to
cath, but Levon and Totos gained the Em-

peror’s favor and lived under surveillance. Le-
von died four years later.

thn Comnenus Spent the winter in Cilicia
and. in March he gathereq his forces to march
against the Moslems. The troops of the Prince
of Antioch, the Count of Edessa and a force of
Tc?mplans having sworp allegiance to him
Jcnned him in his campaign. However, the a]e-
giance of the Franks was forced and ,their war
efforts were minima, Having obtained favor-
able‘ terms with the enemy, John returned to
Antioch and made a triumphal entry. He rode
on horseback with the Prince of Antlioch and
Lhe Count of Edessa walking on either side as
his grooms. He soon left Antioch and returned
to Cilicia, then to Constantinople.

Upon his return he Managed to expel the
Danishmends from parts of westerp Asia Min-

or. He realized that the Franks could not be
depended on to be faithful allies.

In the spring of 1142, John again marched
into Cilicia. Joscelin paid him homage, and
the Emperor hurried to Antioch. Raymond
demurred and the season being too far ad-
vanced, the Emperor returned to Cilicia for
the winter. In march of 1143, the Emperor
was wounded in a hunting accident and died
soon after. The crown went to his youngest
son Manuel. Manuel led the army back to
Constantinople and Antioch was saved for the
Franks.

In the meantime, Toros, the surviving son
of Levon, was planning to return to his ances-
tral land and assume its leadership. In 1145,
he managed to escape and enter Cilicia secret-
ly. Overjoyed with the appearance of their
Prince, the Armenians rallied around him. His

* brother Stephane and Mleh who had been liv-

ing in the county of Joscelyn II of Edessa
joined him and the two brothers began recap-
turing their former holdings. Soon the impor-
tant castle of Vahka was captured followed by
others, including Anazarpa, the seat of the
Roupenian power (1148). The campaigns of
the Emperor had weakened both the Mosle{ns
and the Franks so that the political and mili-
tary situation was favorable to Toros. By 1151
he had captured Til Hamdoon and Mamist.ra.
The Byzantines could not ignore the growing
power of Toros. An army under Andronicus
Comnenus, a cousin of Manuel, besieged Ma-
mistra. Andronicus was aided by Armenian
princelings of Western Cilicia who long had
recognized the suzerainty of the Emperor. To-
ros attacked the Byzantines under cover of
darkness and routed them. Andronicus fled to
Antioch and then sailed to Constantinopl_e”.
Among the prisoners were three Armenian
leaders, Oshin of Lampron, Vasil of Partzra-
pert and Dikran of Bragana. Oshin was re-
leased after paying a ransom of 40,000 tahe-
gans and left his young son Hetoum B’.S a hos-
tage. The latter was married to Torns daugh-
ter. Toros was now master of Cilicia and the
Byzantines were in no position to interfere

with him'.

" (A). Vol. 11, 332.
2 (C). Vol. 111, 681.
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In the meantime Raymond had died in 1149;
his widow Constance had a son Bohemond III
who was but five years old. King Baldwin’s at-
tempts to find a suitable husband for Cons-
tance failed and she continued as r?gent_
Eventually she married Reynald of Chatillon.

In the meantime the Byzantines, unal.)l.e _to
prevent Toros from gaining control of C1l1f:1a,
incited Reginald of Antioch to march against
Cilicia by promising him a large sum of mon-
ey. Reginald captured certain border castles
but when the Emperor failed to pay the prom-
ised sum, he joined Toros and Fhe two raided
Cyprus in 1156. Toros remained on good
terms with the Latins and took part in several
incursions against the Moslems.

The loss of Cilicia, the rape of Cyprus, and
the unfaithfulness of Annc_x:h promptedd the
Emperor to march east again. He move rap}
idly and secretly into Cl.hcxa in the au(’itumn;)
1158. Caught by surprise, Toros fle tot :j:
mountains, taking with him his family an
treasures. The Byzantines captured the c;tles
in the plains but Toros managed to elude them
- d hide in the mountain fastnesses. Reynald
a? Antioch was forced to appear,m the pre-
0 e of the Emperor in penitent’s garb. His
Cow s were limited and he promised to abide
powg,re conditions imposed by thelEmperor,
b);]' h included handing over the f:ltade! toa
gy;;ntine garrison when asked, installing a

Greek patriarf:h in A
:n. and providing a ¢0

ntioch instead of the Lnt-
ntingent for the Imperial

army. he Emperor and
: usalem met the Emp
Baldwin of Jer‘nning his confidence. For

i WI

ad to go through the
pardon focrac'll"lf)rl’eosal swlgzyl:]ald’ aﬁd was allowed
same Pr;is holdings in the mountains.
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leased all of the Christian prisoners, including
Bertrand of Toulouse.

In the following year, Manuel gathered his
forces to oppose the Turks in Anatolia. His
General Contostaphanus gathered levies from
Toros and Reynald, promised to him by trea-
ty, and a force of Petchenegs whom Manuel
had settled in Cilicia. The Turkish Sultan Ki-
lij Aslan was defeated and gave up the strug-
gle. In the peace that followed, the Turks were
forced to give back all the cities captured from
the Byzantines, and provide a regiment to the
Emperor’s army whenever requested. “The
agreements were amicable and hostilities
ended in 1161.

The Emperor’s successes brought peace to
the Latin east and land routes being secured,
pilgrimage to the Holy Land increased. Small
skirmishes continued between the Crusaders
and their Moslem neighbors. In a raid by Rey-
nald into the Euphrates valley, he was am-
bushed and held prisoner for sixteen years by
the forces of Aleppo. In the prison, he found
Joscelin of Courtenay, the titular head of
Edessa who likewise had been captured in a
raid into enemy territory.

The capture of Reynald raised certain prob-
lems. Princess Constance wished to assume
rule of the city while others preferred that
Bohemond (her son from a previous marriage)
become the ruler of Antioch.

In the year 1159, the Empress Irene of By-
zantium died and Manuel sought a bride
among the Latin Princesses. Of the two eligi-
ble Princesses, Maria, daughter of Constance
of Antioch and Melisende, daughter of Ray-
mond II of Tripoli, the former became Em-
press, strenghtening Constance’s position.
King Baldwin of Jerusalem accepted the Em-
peror’s decision and greeted the Byzantine
ambassadors in Antioch.

The Byzantine Emperor had succeeded in
creating an atmosphere of amity between the
Empire and the Armenians in Cilicia and the
Latins in the east. Both accepted the suzer-
ainty of the Emperor and were, in effect, his
vassals. However, unlike his father, Toros was
free and had his army, and was in full control
of his mountain domain. In 1162, the Gover-
nor of Tarsus, Andronicus Euphorbenus, in-
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vited Stephen (Toros’ brother) to a feast. The
next day, Stephen’s body was found in the
street and Andronicus was accused of the
crime. Toros, with his other brother Mleh,
took up arms and attacked the Byzantine gar-
risons of Mamistra, Anazarpa and Vahka,
massacring its forces'. Manuel judged the sit-
uation correctly and accepted the mediation
of King Amalric of Jerusalem by recalling
Andronicus and establishing peace. The Ar-
menians, in the face of Moslem power, contin-
ued their activity by helping the Barons install
Bohemond III in Antioch and expelling Cons-
tance. Toros joined the Latins in their fight
against Nuraddin in 1164, and the two were

among the few leaders who escaped captured
at Harim.

T‘oros felt strong enough to attempt the
sgbjugation of the House of Lampron in Cili-
cia, but he failed to capture their strongly for-
t}fled position. Thanks to the efforts of Catho-
licos Gregory III, there was a reconciliation
be'tween the two powerful families. In spite of
this failure, Toros had laid the foundation for
a strong Cilician Armenia. Upon his death in
1.168, however, his brother Mleh (whose ac-
tions had forced Toros to expel him from Cili-
cia) allied himself with Nur-ad-Din of Aleppo
aqd \fvith the Sultan’s forces invaded Cilicia.
H1§ first attempt failed, but when he prepared
to invade again the following year the Arme-
nian nobles asked him to come and inherit his
brother’s realm peacefully. Toros’ young son
Rou‘pen I, with the regent Thomas, went to
Antloch then to Hromgla on the Euphrates
river, the fortress in which the Catholicos re-
sided. Roupen soon died in Hromgla, appar-
ently assassinated by Mleh’s agents.

Mlgh was a violent man and constantly at
war with his neighbors. He failed to capture
Lampron but wrested several castles from the
T;rr’lplars. With the assistance of Nur-ad-
Din’s forces, he captured Adana, Mamistra
and Tarsus from the Byzantines in the years
1172-73. With the capture of the Templar
sFrongholds in the Amanus, Bohemond of An-
tioch felt that he was being threatened by
Mieh. The Antiochene forces marched into
Cilicia in the spring of 1173, without conclusi-
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ve results. King Amalric decided to intervene
but on hearing that Nur-ad-Din was marching
against Krak, he retreated to Jerusalem.

The death of Nur-ad-Din in 1174 ended
Mleh’s fortune. The Armenian nobles, no
longer fearing the intervention of Nur-ad-Din,
rebelled and killed Mleh in Sis where he had
established his residence. They chose as his
successor Roupen III (1175-87) the eldest
son of Stephen who had been living with his
paternal uncle Pagouran, Lord of Babaron. In
1176, the Byzantines had suffered a serious
defeat from the Saljugs of Asia Minor. This
defeat finally ended any interference on the
Byzantine part in the affairs of Cilicia and the
Crusader East.

Roupen did his best to re-establish his un-
cle’s policy of collaborating with the Latins
and warding off Turkish attacks on his bor-
ders. The Turkish leader Kilij Aslan com-
plained to Saladin and asked for intervention.
Saladin entered Cilicia in 1180 and forced
Roupen to return the booty and prisoners tak-
en from the Turks. When the Byzantine Em-
peror Isaac Comnenus again succeeded in
seizing the cities of Cilicia, Toros allied him-
self with Kilij Aslan and recovered Adana and
Mamistra. Tarsus was held by the Greeks in
1181, but was captured by Bohemond who
sold it to Roupen in 1183%.

Roupen now had full control of Cilicia and
the moment seemed opportune to subdue the
House of Lampron, which as vassals of the By-
zantine Emperor, was a thorn in the side of
the Roupenians. Roupen besieged Lampron
and its leader Hetoum appealed to Bohemond
III of Antioch for assistance. Though official-
ly allies, Antioch resented the increasing pow-
er of the Roupenians who now had consol-
idated their hold on the cities of Cilicia, once
under control of Antioch. Bohemond invited
Roupen to a banquet and treacherously seized
him as his prisoner. Roupen promised to cede
Servantikar, Till Hamoun as well as the cities
of Mamistra and Adana to Bohemond in re-
turn for his freedom. The transfer of the towns
was accompanied by payment of a ransom and
delivery of his sister Rita as hostage. After the
conclusion of the agreements and return of

15 (A). Vol. 11, 430.
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the hostages, Roupen recaptured the ceded
towns and was powerful enough to prevent
Bohemond from taking any action against
him.

In the year 1187, Roupen transferred his
power to his brother Levon II and retired to a
monastery. Levon proved to be a very wise and
courageous leader. In the face of increasing
Moslem attacks of Turkmens and threats
from Saladin, he patched up his differences
with Bohemond of Antioch. He was successful
in attacking the Turkish tribes and expanded
his power by 1188 and seized the fortresses of
Bragana and Seleucia. He captured Hera.lc'lea
from the Sultan and returned it after receving
a large sum. Cilicia now was at last firmly in
the hands of the Roupcnians..ln a century of
struggles against the Byzantines, the 'T urks
and the Crusaders, they had succeeded in cap-
turing Cilicia for their own.
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Zenr'y,vadcrs. Levon’s attempt to annex An-
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. unsucc

thCh “:;allfose Raymond (Bohemond’s eldest
tloc)haS hoir leader, and messengers were sent
son

other son in Tripoli and to Henry of
to the ruler of Jerusalem. Henry came

to Sis in 1194 to negotiate the release of Bohe-
mond, and establish peace between the Chris-
tian Princes. To seal the new alliance, Levon’s
niece Alice was married to the heir presump-
tive, Bohemond’s eldest son and heir, Ray-
mond, with the understanding that the off-
spring of this marriage would rule over Arme-
nia and Antioch. It appears that with this ar-
rangement Bohemond of Antioch accepted
the suzerainty of Levon.

The marriage took place in 1195 and a son
was born in 1198, shortly after the death of
Raymond. The child was named Raymond-
Roupen after his father and Armenian grand-
father. The mother Alice and her son were
sent to Armenia, and the boy grew up under
royal tutelage with the understanding that he
was to inherit Armenia and Antioch. Shortly
after the coronation of Levon as King Levon 1
of Armenia, -the Pope’s legate, Konrad of
Mainz, came to Antioch and in the presence
of Bohemond and his Barons, swore to uphold
the succession of Raymond-Roupen".

Prince Levon II, finally achieved his life’s
ambition of being crowned king of Armenia as
King Levon I. He explored all avenues of
achieving his goal. To be recognized as King
he had to receive his crown either from an
Emperor or from the Pope. In fact, he re-
ceived a crown from the Byzantine Emperor,
from Henry VI, the Holy Roman Emperor
and was crowned King by the Pope’s legate,
the Archbishop of Mainz. Konrad of Wittels-
bach crowned him King of the Armenians in
the cathedral of Tarsus on January 6, 1198.
The crowning took place in the presence of the
Syrian Jacobite Patriarch, the Greek Metro-
politan of Tarsus and numerous religious and
military leaders. The Catholicos Abirad an-
nointed him and the Pope’s representative
Konrad of Mainz presented him with the roy-
al insignia®.

Levon’s desire to acquire Antioch met with
serious opposition. He would have succeeded

n. P. Z. Bedoukian, 4 Unique Billon of Levon I of Cili-
cian Armenia and its Historical Significance, Numij

matic Chronicle, Seventh Series, Vol II' (1912;3)_
pp. 189-197, Pl. XIV. R '
e i, Selected Numismatic Studies,

** L. M. Alishan, Sissouan, Venice (1885), 463-476.
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in his plans had it not been for Bohemond IV of
Tripoli who took vigorous steps to gain control of
the city. Bohemond III of Antioch died in 1201
and the Antiochene war of succession began.

Bohemond of Tripoli had the Greek el-
ement, the Templars who had not forgiven Le-
von for not returning Baghras to them, and
the Church on his side. However, many of the
nobility mindful of their oath supported Levon
and the rule of Raymond-Roupen. Levon’s at-
tempts to gain the support of the Templars by
offering Baghras to them failed. The only re-
course left appeared to be military action.

On November, 11, 1203 a small detach-
ment of Armenian soldiers entered Antioch.
They were supported by the Latin prelate,
Peter of Angouleme, and some of the ruling
Latin elements. Bohemond was in Tripoli but
the Templars defended the citadel. In the
meantime Bohemond called al-Zahir, the Me-
lik of Aleppo. Al-Zahir was only too glad to
interfere with the affairs of the Christians and
hurried with an army to Antioch. Seeing the
turn of events, and not being prepared to face
al-Zahir, Levon retired to Armenia after hav-
ing control of Antioch for a short period.

It appears that Levon was confident of his
occupation of Antioch and had struck some
goin§ with Armenian legends which were sim-
ilar in size and appearance to the Antiochene
billons.. They were quite different from the sil-
ver coins of Levon, in circulation in Armenia
and were obviously meant for Antioch. It ap-,
pears that the coins were struck in Sis in ap-
ticipation of the capture of Antioch. The ob-
verse of the Levon billons shows the crowned
head of the King, somewhat similar in type to
the deniers of John of Brienne, the King of Je-
rusalem, which were struck 20 years later.
The reverse shows a cross similar to the crosg
seen on the contemporary Antioch deniers.
These Levon deniers are extremely rare, only
two being known to the writer struck from dif-
ferent dies”.

Upon returning to Antioch, Bohemond
quarreled with the Latin Patriarch and remov-

ed him from office, replacing him with the
Greek Patriach.

| _evon made a second attempt in 1208, and
entered Antioch with the aid of the Latin

elements, with his army. Again Bohemond
called upon al-Zahir who was still smarting at
the defeat at the hands of Levon at Hamk.
Again Levon retired, not wishing to face the
enemy in a divided city whose citadel was in
the hands of the Templars and Bohemond’s
forces. As Levon retired, many nobles fearing
vengeance at the hands of Bohemond, left
with him.

This second occupation of Antioch perhaps
lasted several months but historians disagree
on its duration. Since he did not occupy the
citadel where the mint was probably located,
and had little time to design and strike coins.
There are a number of billons similar to the
ones bearing Armenian characters which Le-
von had struck previously, but they bear Latin
inscriptions. It must be assumed that these
were also struck in Sis for circulation in An-
tioch once the city was in his power. These de-
niers are quite rare, there being barely half a
dozen specimens in existence".

Obviously, these struggles involved annexa-
tion of Antioch to Armenia, and not merely
reinstating Raymond-Roupen in power. In the
latter case, as we shall see below, the deniers
would most likely have borne Raymond-Rou-
pen’s name.

The struggle to control Antioch continued
between Levon and Bohemond. The Latin el-
ement was strongly in favor of Levon; Levon
had won over the Hospitallers, and careful
plans were laid to hand over the city to Levon.
On February 16, 1216, when Bohemond_ was
in Tripoli, Levon’s forces entered Antioch.
The Templars who were in charge of the cita-
del capitulated and at long last Levon was in
full control of the city.

Raymond-Roupen was now eighteen years
old and was consecrated as Prince of Antioch
by the Latin Patriarch in the Cathedral'of
Saint Peter, The Pope enjoined all the Latins
to obey and protect the young Prince.

Strangely, Raymond-Roupen seems 10 have
shown little gratitude to his uncle who had
placed him in power. His conduct forced t%]C
ageing Levon to leave the city soon after its
capture, There were other reasons which

¥ Seeref. 17, p. 106.
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wh

caused cooling of relations between the King

and the young Prince.

Levon had chosen Raymond-Roupen since
he had no successor. Both the Barons of An-
tioch and the Princes of Armenia had vowed
to support Raymond-Roupen as ruler of An-
tioch and Armenia. However, in 1210 Lern
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the King of Cyprus and had a daughter by he.r
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an Princes advised Levon to declare Za.bel as
his successor and release them from their vow
to support Raymond-Roupen.
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Alice. Together they seized Tarsus and Adana
but the regent Constantine of Lampron gath-
ered the Armenian forces and recaptured the
two cities in 1221. Raymond-Roupen was cap-
tured and died in prison in 1222.

Another claimant to the throne was John of
Brienne, who had married Levon’s daughter
Rita from a previous marriage. However, Rita
and her son soon died and the matter was
dropped.

Seeking strong allies to strengthen Armeni-
an’s position, Constantine arranged the mar-
riage of Philip, the young son of Bohemond IV
of Antioch. Philip had promised to adopt the
Armenian faith, communion, and customs and
to respect the position of all ethnic groups in
Armenia. The marriage took place when Phi-
lip was sixteen. Soon, however, Philip forgot
his promises. He surrounded himself with
Latin nobles and showed little respect and ap-
preciation to the Armenian nobility. When it
was discovered that he planned to send the
crown and royal treasures to his father in An-
tioch, the Armenian nobles, under the lead-
ership of Constantine, seized Philip and his
young bride Zabel at Till Hamdoon, on their
way to Antioch, toward the end of 1224. Phi-
lip was imprisoned and died the next year
from poisoning®. Bohemond of Antioch had
tried in vain to save his son but Constantine
had the full support of the Armenian nobles,
and Antioch even with appeals for help to Ar-
menia’s Moslem neighbors was powerless to
help Philip.

The young heiress Zabel, opposed to a new
marriage, had taken refuge in Seleucia, which
her father had given to the Hospitallers. In ef-
fect, the fortress owed allegiance to Zabel and
the Hospitallers though unwilling to surrender
the heiress, recognized the hopelessness of
their position. The matter was settled diplo-
matically by selling the fortress to Con-
stantine with Zabel in it.

Having failed twice, Constantine decided
(with the consent of the Armenian nobles) to
marry Zabel to his son Hetoum. This was in-
deed a wise step since it joined the two most
powerful families of Armenia and thus ended
the long feud between them. The marriage

' (B). Vol. 11, 651.
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took place in 1226 and had a stabilizing effect
on the country.

With Hetoum’s crowning, the Latin influ-
ence greatly diminished and a more unified
country controlled exclusively by the Armeni-
an elements took place. The crusader princi-
palities were weakening and just as the Byzan-
tines had ceased to interfere in the affairs of
Armenia after their defeat, so was Antioch
powerless to interfere and was already falling

under the influence of Armenia, beginning
with Levon 1.

Hetoum’s rule was a continuation of pros-
perity and consolidation of his power. There
were two invasions from the Seljuks of Iconi-
um during 1233 and 1245. During this time
the Mongols arrived in Asia Minor; Hetoum
seeing their terrible power, formed an alliance
with them, thus removing the Seljuk menace.
In 1253 Hetoum visited the Great Khan
Mongke at Karakorum. He was received with
great honors and secured certain privileges as
well as a promise of help against the Mam-
lukes. His trip took three years. The Mongol-
Armenian alliance proved fruitful to Hetoum
and he recovered lost territories to the Seljuks
and obtained additional territory in eastern
Cilicia®.

Bohemond V of Antioch died in January of
1252. He left a fifteen-year-old son who suc-
ceeded under the regency of his mother. At
this time Louis IX, King of France, was in
Acre, and Bohemond VI with Louis’ aid and
the permission of the Pope, became ruler of
Antioch and Tripoli. Even Bohemond V had
recognized the necessity of a close relationship
with Armenia, but past animosities prevented
a rapproachment. His son Bohemond VI had
no such feelings and with Louis’ intervention a
marriage was arranged between Hetoum’s
daughter Sibylla and Bohemond. In effect,
Bohemond became a vassal of his father-in-
law and Hetoum promised to share the re-
sponsibility of protecting Antioch from its
enemies®. Physically Antioch was part of Ar-
menia since it had a common border with it,
while the territory between Antioch and Tri-
poli was controlled by the Moslems. We thus

= (C). Vol. 111, 700-701.
¥ (A). Vol 111, 278.

find Bohemond joining his forces with He-
toum against the Mamluks, even though other
Crusader principalities remained neutral.

In 1258, the Mongols captured Baghdad
and spread their rule over Mesopotamia. In
the following year, Hulagu asked Hetoum for
military assistance in his campaigns against
Syria. It is said that Hetoum joined the Mon-
gol armies with 12,000 horsemen and 40,000
foot soldiers, a considerable army indicating
the power of Cilician Armenia. The armies
first captured Aleppo, a task which the Cru-
saders had never succeeded in doing. Then
Damascus was captured and plans for the lib-
eration of the Holy Land seemed to be on
hand when Hulagu received new that the
Great Khan Mongke had died. He hurried to
Karakorum to take part in the election of the
new Khan and left Kitbogha in charge of the
armies. While in Persia, he learned that Kubla
Khan had been elected and he decided to re-
turn to Syria to continue the war.

The tide was turning against the Mongols
in Syria. The main Mamluk power was in the
hands of Baibars, who first secured the neu-
trality of the remaining Christian enclaves,
then marched against Kitbogha. In a pitched
battle in September of 1260 at Ain Jalut near
Nazareth, Baibars won and Kitbogha was
slain. It was the first decisive defeat of the
Mongol army. The danger to Syria and Egypt
was lifted and the Christians faced a ruthless
and powerful enemy. By the end of 1260, Bai-
bars had caused the death of the Mamluk cli-
ent Kutuz and assumed leadership. Once in
absolute power, he sought to destroy the Mon-
gol power and that of their allies, the Chris-
tians. The grandson of Genghis Khan, Berke
Khan (who was the head of the Golden Horde
of Kipchaks in the Volga valley) had em-
braced Islam, and was now a bitter enemy of
the I-Khanids of Persia, who were allies of
the Christians. Baibars lost no time in secur-
ing an alliance with the Moslem Mongols. He
formed an alliance with the Seljukids of Rum
in Asia Minor. He was then in a secure and
powerful position to carry out his plans.

In the spring of 1265, Baibars set out to re-

duce the Crusader holdings. He captured Cae-
sarea, Haifa, and Arsuf. Acre also would have
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been attacked if Hugh of Antioch had not
landed there with reinforcements ‘f"f)m (;y-
prus. Baibars returned to Egypt satisfied with
his victories.

In February of 1265, the Khan quagu had
died and it took several months for }us succes-
sor Abagha to arrange the succession. While
he was busy repelling the attacks of the north-
Moslem Mongols, Baibars set out to com-
f capturing the remaining
Crusader principalities. The Templars were
holding the fortified . castl.e of Safed, and
promised to surrender if their defendants were
allowed to retire to Acre. Wheq the castle was
handed over on these terms, Bglbars had a(lll of
the Templars decapitated. Bglbars kept evci
astating the country and pl{ttlng to the swor:
all Christians he could lay his hands qn. .

In 1266, Hetoum tried to’negotlate w;tlh
Baibars but seeing the latter’s unacceptable

went to Tabriz to 'secure_Mpngol a}d.
[ermsi\,/lamluk armies invaded Cilicia and in-
;l;lej:d of trying to force passage thro(lilgh thg
fortified Syrian gates, moved north and passe
o h the Amanus gates. Hopelessly out-
thmlllog ed, the Armenian army was def.eated,
nd. : 1;ha’King’s sons, Hetoum was sl.am and
and o taken prisoner. The enemy armies th.en
Levor:l tahe main cities of Cilicia, killing its in-
Sac}fe ts and carrying others into captivity.
habltanhs capital Sis could not' resist the
Eve thet:- its cathedral was set afire and the
onslive a;ury was removed to Egypt. It was a
L?y\a;l me which the country never fully re-
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ants to
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mous. Thus, Antioch ceased to be an impor-
tant city in 1266. It had been the first of the
states founded by the Franks and lasted for
171 years.

It suited Baibars to rest his activities. There
were rumors that the Mongols were again on
the march and the King of France, Saint
Louis, was preparing a great crusade. Baibars’
campaign had given Armenia a respite and in
that short period, the country prospered. With
the destruction of the Crusader ports, the Ar-
menian ports became commercially important
as passageways to the vast Mongol hinterland.

Commercial privileges were granted to the
Venetians in 1271, to the Genoese in 1288, to
the Catalans in 1293, to the Montpelliers in
1314, and to others .

Along with increasing trade came prosperi-
ty. Marco Polo, visiting Ayas in 1271, wrote
that it was a *“city good and great and of great
trade” .

During this period, many monasteries ex-
panded their acitvities and many of the manu-
scripts which they wrote have survived.

The Mamluks captured Tripoli in 1289 and
massacred its Christian population.

Thus ended the long and sometimes turbu-
lent relationship between Armenia and the
principalities of Antioch and Tripoli.

There can be little doubt that the coming of
the Crusaders enabled Armenia to establish a
kingdom which lasted for nearly three centu-
ries, and that the presence of the Armenian
kingdom on their northern flank protected the
Crusader principalities from attacks by enemy
powers. In spite of periodic warfare, the
Christian East, consisting of Armenian and
Crusader principalities, must be considered as
one unit facing the Moslem world. Intermar-
riage between their ruling families was com-
mon?’. Moreover, it is obvious that Armenians
played a major role during the Crusades and
thus helped shape the history of the Near East
and Western Europe.

® V. Langlois, Cartulaire, Le Trésor des chartes
d’Arménie ou cartulaire de la chancellerie royale des
Roupeniens, Venice, 1863.

% (B). Vol. I1, 655.

# W. R. Rudt-Collenberg, The Rupenides, Hetoumies
and Lusignans. Paris (1963).
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IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS IN ARMENIAN-ANTIOCHENE RELATIONS

1065-1100
1078-1085

1080-1095

1097

1097 September
1097 Oct. 21
1098 March 10
1098 June 3

1098-1100
1100 August
1101 March
1100-1104
1104-1107

1107-1112

1112
1103-1112

1135-1137
1137

1137
1138

1142
1145

1151
1152

1155
1158

1159

1162

Various Armenian rulers in Cilicia in service to the Byzantines.

Philaretus, an Armenian in service to Byzantium establishes control over
eastern Cilicia, including Melitene, Marash, Edessa and Antioch.

Roupen 1, an adherent of the Armenian Church, establishes himself in the
Taurus mountains as an independent ruler.

Crusader armies enter the plains of Cilicia, then occupied by the Turks.
Tancred captured Tarsus and surrendered it to Baldwin of Boulogne.
Crusaders begin the siege of Antioch.

Baldwin of Boulogne assumes the title of Count of Edessa.

Crusaders capture Antioch and Bohemond of Taranto assumes the title of
Prince of Antioch.

Byzantines assume contro] of cities in Cilicia.

Bohemond captured by the Danishmend and imprisoned.

Tancred becomes regent of Antioch.

Tancred captures cities of Cilicia from Byzantines.

Byzantine army under Monastras captures the Cilician cities of Mamistra,
Adana and Tarsus.

Tancred, as regent of Antioch for the second time recaptures the Cilician
cities from the Byzantines.

Toros, the grandson of Roupen captures Anazarpa and makes it his capital.
Bohemond and Tancred strike copper coins in Greek characters. Toros
strikes copper coins in Armenian characters.

Levon I captures the cities of Mamistra, Tarsus and Adana.

Emperor John Comnenus enters Cilicia and captures the cities from the
Armenians .

Raymond of Antioch submits to the Emperor.

Emperor returns to Cilicia, captures Levon and his wife, and two sons and
carries them into captivity in Constantinople.

John Comnenus returns to Cilicia and dies in the following year in a hunt
ing accident.

Toros 11 manages to escape from Constantinople, arrives in Cilicia and re
captures his ancestral mountain strongholds.

Toros captures Mamistra and Till Hamdoun.

Toros routs the Byzantine forces under Andronicus Comnenus. Toros cap
tures the cities in the plain of Cilicia.

Toros and Reginald of Antioch invade and pillage Cyprus. )
Emperor Manuye] enters Cilicia with a large army, captures the plain cities
and Toros retreats to mountain strongholds.

Emperor makes a triumphal entry into Antioch, Reynald on foot holds the

Emperor’s bridle while Baldwin of Jerusalem rides behind him unarmed
and uncrowned.

Toros in avenging his brother’s murder captures the cities of Cilicia and
puts the garrisons to the sword.

3l.. SUMh 1987 829

1164
1172

1175
1176

1182

1191

1193, Oct.
1194

1194

1194
1198, Jan. 6

1198

1201
1203, Nov. 11

1208

1216, Feb. 16

1219 May 2
1221
1222
1224
1226
1252

1253

1253

Toros in alliance with the Crusaders fights Nur-ad-Din, escapes capture at
the disaster of Harim.

Mleh, a brother of Toros and his successor seizes Adana, Mamistra and
Tarsus from the Byzantines with the help of the contingents of Nur-ad-Din.
Armenian nobles kill Mleh and place Toros’ nephew Roupen II in power.
Byzantine forces decisively defeated by the Seljugs in Asia. Minor ending
Byzantine interference in the affairs of Armenia and the Latin East.

Adana and Mamistra, held by Isaac Comnenus captured by Toros. Toros
purchases Tarsus from Bohemond of Antioch. Cilicia entirely held by Ar
menians for the next two centuries.

Armenian forces under Levon II assist Richard the Lionhearted in the
siege of Acre.

Levon I, captures and imprisons Bohemond by a ruse.

Levon’s forces enter Antioch as condition for release of Bohemond. Antio
chene citizenry expell Armenian forces.

Henry of Champagne travels to Sis to arrange the re_zlease of Bohemond.
Arrangements included marriage of Levon’s.mece Ahce. to Rayrpond, the
eldest son of Bohemond, with the understanding that their offspring was to
rule over Armenia and Antioch. .

The arrangement made Bohemond a vassal of Lev?n. .

Prince Levon II crowned King of Armenia becoming King Levon 1.

A son is born to Raymond and Alice and named Raymond-Roupen.
Bohemond of Antioch dies. -

In support of Raymond-Roupen, a detachn?ent' c_:f Armeman t.roops enters
Antioch, but retreats when Ray.mopd of Trlppll invites al-Zahir of Aleppp
for assistance. Levon strikes coins in Armenian characters to support his
claim. ) ) . fail

Levon occupies Antloch- a second tlme'for.a longer period but fails to cap

itadel. Strikes Antiochene type coins in Latin characters.
ture'c::h surrenders to Levon. Raymond-Roupen installed as Prince of An
3::1110 Typical Antiochene deniers struck bearing Raymond-Roupen’s
name in Latin characters.
on.

g:a::;dlj:oupen attempts to capture Cilicia for his own. (Paptured by
Bai)l,e Constantine and dies in prison in 1222. Bohemond IV in control of
Antioch. Vi ied to Isabel the daughter of King
Philip, the son of Boh?mond IVis married to Is g

Levon I and is made King of :Armema.

Philip displeases the Armcr‘nan pobles and a.ttefnpts. to transfer royal trea

es to Antioch, is caught, imprisoned and dies in prison. o

surbel marries Hetoum, the son of Constantine of Lampron. The joining of
:;2 two families strengthelfs Armenia.

Bohemond V of Antioch dies. ' .
Hetoum visits the great Mongol Khan Mongke in Kz.tr‘al'corum and obtains
alliance and favorable treatment of Armenians in Cilicia and Greater Ar
menia. . ,

King Louis IX of France arranges the marriage of Hetoum’s daught?r
Sibylla to Bohemond VI of Antioch. Bohemond thus accepts Hetoum’s

suzerainty.
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1258 Bohemond VI joins his father-in-law Hetoum in alliance with the Mongols
in defeating the Mamluks in Syria.

1266 Mamluke armies under Baibars invade and devastate Armenia.

1268, May 18 Mamlukes capture and sack Antioch.

1289
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Capture of Tripoli ends Crusader principalities in the East.
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UPPER CILICIA

1080-1375
1375-1920
1920

LOWER CILICIA

1098-1100
1100-1104 .
1104-1107
1107-1112
1112
1135-1137
1137-1145
1145-1151.
1152-1162.
1162

1172
11821375

ANTIOCH

1078-1085
1098
1137
1159
1162-1194
1194
1203
1208
1216
1253
1258

Held by Armenians

Semi-independent Armenian towns

France abandons mandate over Cilicia
Armenians migrate to Lebanon and elsewhere

Byzantine

Crusader

Byzantine

Crusader

Anazarpa captured by Armenians
Partly held by Armenians
Byzantine

Armenian

Byzantine

Partly Armenian

Mostly Armenian
Armenian

Armenian (Philaretus)
Crusader

Byzantine

Byzantine

Crusader

Armenian (temporary)
Armenian (temporary)
Armenian (temporary)
Armenian (two years)
Armenian (suzerainty)
Armenian (suzerainty)
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