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Many have come here and have deceived us’:

Some Notes on Asateur Vardapet (1644-1728),

An Itinerant Armenian Monk in Europe*

Sebouh David Aslanian

“The individual with his forensic characteristics is at one level the obvious and irreducible minimal
‘unit for the historian of society (or what the economists might call the “primitive” for purposes of
analysis)...” Sanjay Subrahmanyam, Three Ways to be Alien: Trauails and Encounters in the Early

Modern World (Waltham: Mass.,: Brandeis University Press, 2011, 2)

In his Chronicle of the Sacred Con-
gregation of the Armenians belonging to
the Order of Saint Anthony, Matteos Ev-
dokiats‘i, the chronicler of the Mkhit‘arist
order on San Lazarro in the Venetian la-
goon, has the following entry for the year
1722 regarding a peripatetic monk who
wandered his way onto the island and
‘Was given a safe haven there.

And many were the clerics among the
Armenian nation whose heartfelt wish
was to join our Congregation, and if this
were not possible to live at our convent
“*as one among the wanderers...Among
them was a certain elderly monk from
Julfa whose name was Astuats‘atur,
who after many years of wandering
around had come’to Venice. Upon seeing
that our Abbot had received this island
of San Lazarro and was adding build-
ings on it, from year to year, and that
the congregation that was established
there was getting stronger and multiply-
ing also from year to year, was at once
becoming famous in reputation and
gaining favors in the eyes of the power-
ful as before the general populous of the
city, he too wished to be part of our
monastery. He did not expect to be wel-
comed as a member of the order, for he
was already in his nineties, but rather
to live out the remainder of his days
among us as a guest at his own expense
and to write out his will before a notary
public and following his passing to de-

pb

posit his belongings in the treasury of
Venice and to make us the sole benefi-
ciary of his estate if we were to keep him
with us till the fruition of his life.1
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Matteos Evdokiatsi, dwdwlimlpugnpnipafule uppuqub
lupgh dpwdwbgh <uyng [Chronicle of the Sacred Con-
gregation of Armenians belonging to the Sacted Order
of...], folio*297. «Rwqmu thG ’h AugjuqbiwG uknh
Utpnui® GYtintgwlwibp, W waluwpfwywbp, npp ’h
upwt Ywph hilG pndwluihG h shwpwlnehG dbp
tuinwihy, W ek wiu wGRGwp hgt, gke hppte qUh np
’h wwbnjunwg *h YywGu vip pGuy thGhy. & ’h udha
twud qytrwGu hiptwGg wquwn *h qrunwGug’ wn ’h
Uvinug qgqnizmptwdp Jwunnmwdwih@ ww2unw-
umbGu ARwlwwwgnppty: Gu wiGwku jop tWhg -
phwlg quuwnbtwli wkwnG wikGwilh wppnid
qquuwnnipwdp quGghGu hiptwdg Wwwnpwuwn dw-
wnnigwGhy: 8npng dh Ep @ ndG Uuvnmwdwnmp w-
GmG dkpmah ywpnuwwtn® Gniqugtigh, np "h pugmy
wvwg AEwnk ywlnuwnmpwdp h Yk Yuyp: Un-
Pwy wbkutwy qh wppwy RwpG vip quppniG \wqu-
pmt YnghG wnbwy' wyd judt pq2hGnuwdu juntne ’h
GYw. W dhwpwGnphl ‘qnp Auwuwnwwnbtiwil tp, wd-
ik Eppwiny Gppwi W qopwlwy’ puqiwbwy W
pupquiwth. UhwlquiwyG b vEdwikdwgl wnw-
oh' W qwsu wnfwuwpwy dnnnynptwG punwphu
2Gnpu qunbkiwy, pnyiunmp whpGubtwA  qgipwhwd-



