Inv. 1723:

Inv.

Inv.

Iny,

Iny.

Inv,

Iny

1723.

1750:

1750:

1779;

1779:

1798

»In einem schwarzen hélzernen Ka-
Sten, etwas  grofer: Reliquiae
S.  Achatij, Imbricij, Conradi et
aliorum*. (S, 9,Nr. 3 Mitte).

»1n einem schwarzen hélzernen Ka-
sten: Reliquiae S. Imbricij et S, Ste.

phani de Armenia* (S. 12, Nr. ¢
oben).

»In einem schwarzen Kasten mit
weissen Blech y. Glisern geziert:
Reliquiae S, Stephani de Armenia,

Imbricij, Conradi, Peregrini‘, (S.
17, Nr. 8 oben).

» auch etwas mit Wweissen
ech geziert: Reliquiae §. Achatij,

Iqrbricij, Conradi, Peregrini et
ah)orum“. (S. 11, Nr. 5 in der Mit.
te).

»In einem schwarzen Kistchen mit
Zie{:auhen von versilberten Blech,
Reliquien §. Imbricij, Stephani de
r'menia, Conradini (?)
m(?)«,
»In einem schwarzen hélzernen Ka-
sten  die Reliquien, § Achatii,
prbrici, Conradi, Peregrinj (?) et
orum Sanctorym«.

be; Relig. ss.
Imbmcu, Stephani de Ar-menia,

-~
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Conradini (?) et Peregrini (?)*.

Inv. 1798. »In einem schwarzen hélzernen Ka-
Sten mit versilberten Zierathen c!ie
Reliquien S. Stephani de Armenia,
Imbricii, Conradj e. Peregrini (?)«.
Inv. 1798: »In einem schwarzen holzeren Ka-

sten die Reliquien S, Achatii,
Imbrici, Conradi, Peregrini (?) et
aliorum Sanctorum®! (S. 4, Nr. 6
Mitte).

Dariiber hinaus sind in den alten Inven-
tarien folgende Reliquien angefiihrt, von denen
man nicht sagen kann, ob sie mit einem der bei
Salzbacher angefithrten identisch sind und der
Unterschied auf einem Schreibfehler beruht,
oder ob Salzbacher sie iibersehen hat:

Inv. 1750. »In einem deto gantz gleichen Ka-

sten oben mit dem Nan}e_r} Jesu
geziert. Reliquia S. Im‘brml]2 Ste-
phani de Armenia, Conradi Pe-
regrini“. (S. 11, Nr. 5 oben).

Inv. 179g. »Ein oben hoher Kasten mit 'Reh‘-
quien SS. Imbricii, Stepham_ 'dc?
Armenia, Conradini et Peregrini!
(S. 1, Nr. 2 oben).

Inv. 1798. ,»In einem schwarzen Kasten Corpus

S. Conradi Peregrini, ap”d‘er Epi-
stelseite Corpus S. Imbricii®, (S.9,
Nr. 12).

Dr. M. Kristin Arat

© National Library of Armenia
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The metal Covers
of Manuscripts of Yerevan's Mesrop Mashtotz Matenadaran

English Summary of the Armenian Text

Father A. Sekoulian
Mekhitarist Convent, Vienna

During our meeting last summer, we
discussed my restored designs of the metal
covers of Yerevan’s St. Mesrop Mashtotz
Matenadaran’s manuscripts and the list of
the manuscript metal covers which I had
prepared during my early years in Armenia.
You proposed that I write a study of those
bindings, based upon their classification
into groups of jewelry schools, according to
the regions of historic Armenia.

I thought your advice was very appro-
priate, since this subject had never been
written about before. In the continuing pa-
ges, I have tried to do my best in executing
the proposed projects, realizing that 1
couldn’t rely on any antecedent work to
help me in this enterprise.

Yours sincerely,
H. Ter Ghevondian

INTRODUCTION

Truth being the basis for all beauty, I
must admit that not all of the metal ma-
nuscript covers that I have in my disposi-
tion are-masterpieces. Most of them were
manufactured in an era when Armenia was
under the domination of two different
foreign powers who didn’t encourage pro-
gress in artistic skills. Nevertheless, since
these metal covers are part of our heritage,
we must protect, study, and interpret them,
assuring their continued existence as art-

works.

After beginning the job, I found that
the task was not easy. I faced the difficulty
of finding information concerning the per-
sons who ordered the cover’s creation as
well as the actual designers and jewellers.
Often the dates of their creation were un-
known, since the collophons’ contents often

wer not eloquent and were usually quasi-re-
ligious, thereforen unrelated to our purpo-
se.

During the first phase of my work, I
studied the covers which had missing but
restorable parts. These covers were the
remnants of masterpieces, which, I am su-
re, eloquently represented monumentalism,
the dominant trend of Armenian Art in
those centuries. I have left their discussion
for the four last illustrative pages.

Secondly, from around 80 of the best
pieces that I had photographed myself, I
chose to include in the study 37 manuscript
covers which contained some information
about the time and place of their prepara-
tion, and the persons who ordered their de-
sign or gilded the metal themselves.

I was attracted by the masters’ intima-
cy with the material they so skillfully treat-
ed. So I decided to concentrate specifically
in my study on the fact that the masters we-
re not only in command of the tools they
used during the manufacturing process but
they also allowed the nature of the tools
and materials themselves to influence their
work. Such tools were made in the tradi-
tional national styles carried down through
time by the sons who continued the trade of
their craftsmen fathers.

One region often influenced another
region. In my study I discuss how young
novices would travel from region to region
as apprentices. When they returned to their
native area, they would bring back with
them the influence of their master teachers
and the regions in which they worked.

In the two regions of historic Armenia
dominated first by Turkey and Persia and
then by Turkey and Russia, Armenian je-
welry has kept almost the same national



