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Official position of Ankara and the continuous policy of
genocide denial make this research of Turkish foreign policy towards
Armenia crucial: It enables political leaders, researchers and all
interested people to re-evaluate Turkey’s anti Armenian efforts from
the practical viewpoint, using the results in the field of political
planning, applied studies of international relations, etc.

The Study consists of Introduction, three Chapters, Conclusion
and the List of Reference Quotations.

The first chapter is entitled “Issue of the Armenian Genocide in
the Armenian-Turkish Relations 1991-1998 “, consists of two parts.

The first subchapter analyses Turkey’s strategic importance
and foreign policy under the current conditions. It is worth mentioning,
that in the modern political reality Turkey has become an important
state. Its extremely attractive geographic position, young population
and resources, make her a key partner in the international relations.
Being the shortest connector of Europe and Asia, meanwhile the
second country in the NATO for its territory and army after the US,
Turkey claims more geopolitical influence, first of all in the Black sea
basin. According to Turkish diplomats and political scientists, Ankara
is the leader of the NATO’s south-eastern wing that is why it must be in
charge of the balance of power in the Caucasus and Central Asia. After
the collupse of the Soviet Union, Turkey tried to work out a new foreign
political concept and image. The absence of the “Red Alert” threatened
to inflate Ankara’s role in the NATO system. At the same period
Turkish political thought cultivated a concept with tri-polar diplomatic
dimensions: the first and muain pole is European integration, the second
spreads influence over the newly established Turkic states of the
Caucasus and Central Asia, and the third is involvement into the
processes in the Middle East.

The shift in the Turkish foreign [)011(:)’ took place, when Ankara
joined the UN led coalition against Iragi invasion into Kuwait. Turkish
president Ozal declared, that Ankara quits her passive and
unconfidental policy and starts an active stage. Meanwhile, after the
events in Moscow in 1991 the USSR was no more a strong political
power. Russia was losing its political influence in the Caucasus and
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border. Despite these divergences Ter-Petrosyan’s administration tried
to build relations on moderate basis: Armenia was not going to refer to
the Genocide recognition, leaving its solution to Diaspora. In fact, first
it was Turkey to point out the Genocide issue. On December 16, 1991,
Turkey recognized Armenia’s independence, but despite the other
Sormer Soviet Republics did not establish diplomatic relations with the
official Yerevan. Turkey wanted to demonstrate, that it did not believe,
that the sieged Armenia, which was overcoming economic crisis and
consequences of Karabakh liberation struggle, can survive. In
February, 1991, during the World Economic Forum in Davos Turkey’s
Prime Minister Demirel turned back Armenia’s President Levon Ter-
Petrosyan's effort to meet with him. Their meeting took place in July,
after Karabakh self-defense army liberated Shushi.

Anyway, in August 1992, Turkish delegation, headed by
Undersecretary Foreign Affairs Unan visited Yerevan. According to the
former chief advisor of Ter-Petrosyan, G. Liparityan, during these talks
Genocide problem was not negotiated separately, but talked over as
many other problems.

In 1993, Turkish hostility reached its peak. Turkey joined
Azerbaijani declared blockade and later, when Karabakl Defense Army
advanced to Kelbajar, Ankara started to jeopardize Armenia’s
territorial integrity. To establish diplomatic relations with Armenia,
Ankara officials had put forward several preconditions, which were,
and still are, completely unacceptable for the Armenian party. Ankara
demands unilateral concessions from the Armenians in Karabakh
conflict resolution and recognition of the Kars Treaty (1921), which the
marionette Bolshevik Armenian government had signed. Turkey also
wants Armenia to turn down demands regarding the Armenian
Genocide. At the same time secret talks between Armenian president
and Turkish nationalist leader, head of the MHP party, Alpasian
Turkes, were initiated in Paris.

Armenia was sending regular messages to Ankara that did not
blame Turkish republic for the Armenian Genocide. During the
international conference, dedicated to the 80th anniversary of the tragic
events President Ter-Petrosyan declared, that only Sultan Abdul Hamid
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expression of hostility. In 1998, the Armenian President declared in the
UN, that the absence of proper condemnation of the Armenian
Genocide in 1915 has lead to violent crimes against humanity during
the last century that is why genocide recognition is of a vital
importance.

1998-2000 can be characterized as a shift in the process of
international condemnation and recognition of the Armenian genocide.
Despite the Turkish pressure the National Assembly of France
recognized the Armenian Genocide. On May 29, 1998, the National
Assembly passed the recognition law and on November 8, 2000, French
Senate recognized the Genocide. Two months later President Chirac
ratified the law recognizing the Armenian Genocide.

The Armenian-Turkish relations were influenced by the process
of international recognition of the Armenian Genocide. In September,
2000, Armenian lobbyists brought to the agenda of the US Congress a
draft of H.Res. 398, which if passed, would recognize and condemn the
Armenian Genocide. The researchers think, that only when the official
Ankara played the card of the “strategic partnership” and started to
speculate over Turkey's geopolitical importance for the US, President
Bill Clinton asked the House Speaker Dennis Hastert to remove
resolution from the agenda. The State Security Council of Turkey
started to work on a list of sanctions to be implemented against
Armenia and the US in case the House puasses the resolution.

One of the key developments in the Armenian-Turkish relations
is the initiative of trilateral meetings Oskanyan-Cem-Gullivev, which
was backed by the Turkish Foreign Ministry. The mecting was
organized in Reykjavik, on 14-15th May 2002. After the meeting Cen
proclaimed the preconditions to establish diplomatic relations with
Armenia, though there was nothing new.

o Armenia must leave genocide issue to the listorians

o Armenia must eliminate ferritorial claims from its
Constitution.

e Nagorno-Karabakh crisis must be resolved

o Armenia must provide a corridor to Nakhijevan.
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bring closer the attitudes and not to serve the geopolitical interests of
the superpowers. In the meantime, there are new attitudes in Turkey,
which do not deny the Armenian Genocide and even more, try to 1vo}k
out reasonable ways of Armenian-Turkish relations.

It is worth mentioning, that relations betweern Armenia and
Turkey are an issue of geopolitical concern for the regional and global
superpowers. Especially Americans were and are vitally concerned with
their interests not only in the Caucasus, but also in the Central Asian
region. To achieve their goal the US needs stability and open
communication system in the Caucasus. It had to be something like a
pax Americana for the region of much concern, named “Eurasian
Balkans”.

The second subchapter is dedicated to the brief history of
development of Turkish- Armenian Business Development Council
(TABDC) and Turkish-Armenian Reconciliation Commission(TARC).
This part mostly focuses on the activities of the TARC, which were
widely discussed in Armenia, Diaspora and Turkey. Some sources state,
that the TARC’s emergence process dates back to spring 2001, though
officially it started functioning on July 9, 2001. The TARC received
mostly cold attitude in Armenia and Diaspora, though Turkey and the
USA welcomed its emergence. For participating in this initiative,
Armenian members of this public diplomacy campaign fell under the
fire of an intense criticism. Armenian society was deeply concerned
with the veiled behavior of the TARC and the range of the issues
possibly discussed during the meetings of the group mentioned. Despite
the public condemnation Commission members demonstrated extreme
self-confidence. The TARC members met in Istanbul and New York. [t
was claimed that the TARC had great advancement in its work, though
the reality proved something different. The TARC’s activities were
widely used to speculate on the Armenian Genocide recognition issue
(“Let them (Armenians and Turks) reconcile” motto was wused by
German and European Parliaments, instead of recognizing Armenian
Genocide in the Ottoman Empire). This developments targeted more
distrust towards the Conmmission. The most important resul! was
that the TARC asked the International Center for Transitional Justice
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