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DONARA KARAPETYAN

ECHOES OF BYZANTINE MEDICINE IN AMIRDOVLAT‘ AMASIATSI’S
WORK THE BENEFITS OF MEDICINE

Keywords: Medieval Armenian medicine, medical connections, Byzantine
medicine, The Benefits of Medicine, Oribasius, Paul of Aegina,
periodeut physicians.

The article examines Armenian-Byzantine medieval connections in the field of
medical science, as well as direct borrowings. It examines the actual paths of these
interactions both in the field of applied medicine (pathogenesis, symptomatology,
therapy) and from the point of view of general principles of medical science.

It analyzes the echoes of medical ideas and borrowings from the treatises of the
famous Byzantine physicians of the 4™-7" centuries, Oribasius, Alexander of Tralles,
and Paul of Aegina in the work The Benefits of Medicine by the 15th-century
Armenian physician and encyclopedic scholar Amirdovlat® of Amasya, who
mentions them by name. It is evident that he was familiar with Byzantine sources
indirectly, thanks to their Arabic translations, through which the ideas of the ancient



physicians Hippocrates and Galen also found their way into his work. The source
comparisons made lead to the conclusion that the excerpts in Amirdovlat‘’s work
may contain passages from the lost treatises of the authors mentioned. The Amasian
physician was a periodeut physician, as he himself speaks of his travels to different
countries, where he practiced the art of healing and also tested (local) medicines.

JOHAPA KAPAIIETSAH

OTIOJIOCKHU BUBAHTUMCKOM MEJJULIMHBI B TPYJIE
AMMWPJIOBJIATA AMACHALIM «ITOJIb3A MEJJULIUHbI»

KiroueBnie ciioBa:  CpeaHeBekoBasi apMsHCKas MEAMLIMHA, MEIUIMHCKUE B3aUMO-
CBSI3M, BU3aHTHHCKas MenuimHa, «Ilonb3a Meanmaeny, Opubda-
3uit, [laBen DruHCKUM, Bpauu «IE€PUOAEBTH.

B crathe paccmaTpuBarOTCS apMSIHO-BU3aHTUICKUE CPEIHEBEKOBHIE B3aUMO-
CBSI3M B 00J1aCTH MEIUIIMHCKON HayKH, a TakKe MpsMble 3aMMCTBOBaHusA. PaccMoT-
peHbl TYTH 3THUX B3aUMOJCHCTBUNA Kak B OOJACTH MPHUKIAJTHON METUITTHBI
(maToreHes, CHMIITOMATHKA, TEPANHs), TaK U C TOYKHA 3PCHUS OOIIMX ITOJIOXKCHHUI
MEIUIMHCKON HAYKH.

[Ipoananu3upoBaHbI OTTOJIOCKH METUITMHCKHUX UIEH U 3aMMCTBOBAHUS U3 TPAK-
TaTOB M3BECTHBIX BH3aHTHHCKUX Bpadelt IV-VII BexoB Opubaszus, Anekcanapa Tpa-
necckoro u [laBna Orunckoro B Tpyae «llomb3a METUITMHBDY apMSHCKOTO Bpaya U
YYeHOT0 SHIHKIoneancTa XV Beka AMUpoBIaTa AMacHiICKOr0, KOTOPBIN yIIOMH-
HaeT ux 1mo nMeHam. OUYeBUAHO, YTO OH OBUI 3HAKOM C BH3AHTHHCKUMHU UCTOYHHU-
KaMH OTIOCPEZOBaHHO, Oyaronapsi ux apaOCKUM IepeBojiaM, Yepe3 KOTOphIe B €ro
TPy IPOHUKIIA TAK)KE UJIEH aHTUIHBIX Bpauel, [ ummokpara u ['anena. [Ipoaenan-
HbIE UCTOYHUKOBEIUECKUE COIMOCTABJICHUS NMPUBOAST K BBIBOLY O TOM, YTO 3IKC-
LIEPITHL B TPyJie AMUPAOBIATA MOTYT COJCPKATh OTPHIBKH M3 HECOXPAHUBIIUXCS
TPAKTaTOB YIOMSHYTHIX aBTOPOB. AMAacHICKHHA Bpad OBUI MEPHOIEBTOM, TaK Kak
caM rOBOPUT O CBOMX IMYTEUIECTBUSAX B PA3HbIE CTPAHBI, I71€ OH IPUMEHSI UCKYCCTBO
BpavCBaHU, a TAK)KE UCIIBITHIBAI (MECTHBIC) JIEKApCTBA.



