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NAIRA MARTIROSIAN

CONTRADICTIONS BETWEEN CANON LAW
AND CUSTOMARY LAW REGARDING CLOSE-KIN
MARRIAGES AMONG ARMENIANS IN THE 19TH CENTURY

Key words: Family relations, consanguineous marriage, 19th century, canon
law, customary law, secular laws, blood relations, in-laws,
godparents.

The article based on the documents of the Catholicos Archives of the Mashtots
Matenadaran, highlights the problems caused by marriages between close
consanguineous, in-law relatives and persons having godparental relationship in the
19" century. It shows how many illegal marriages were performed as a result of the
imperfection of canon law and the widespread acceptance and application of
customary rules. Due to the corruption of the clergy, illegal actions, and also the
arbitrariness of the laity, numerous consanguineous marriages were registered,
including those involving blood, in-law and godparental marriages. However,
studies of the primary sources also prove that spiritual leaders, guided by the desire
to keep the Christian people under the subordination of the Armenian Apostolic
Church, as well as not to offend influential figures of Armenian descent, often
conceded and permitted premature marriages. I. e. 200 years ago, customary law



predominated in the minds and lifestyle of the people. From two-century-old
documents, we learn about the interactions between the canonical and customary
laws of the time, and the impact they had on various manifestations of
consanguineous marriages, as well as the changes the customary marriage law has
undergone in the last two centuries.

HAHWPA MAPTUPOCAH

MHNPOTUBOPEYNE MEXIY KAHOHUYECKHUM U OBBIYHBIM ITPABOM I10
IHOBOJAY KPOBHOPOACTBEHHOI'O BPAKA Y APMSH B XIX BEKE

KnaioueBsie cioBa:  BpauHo-cemeliHble OTHOIIGHHS, HWHIECTYalbHBIH Opak, XIX
BEK, KAHOHHYECKOE MPaBO, OOBIYHOE MPaBO, CBETCKHE 3aKOHbI,
KPOBHBIC POJCTBEHHUKH, CBOHCTBEHHUKH, KPECTHBIE POAUTEIH.

B cratbe, ocHoBaHHOM Ha JoKkyMeHTax Karommkocckoro ApxuBa MateHana-
paHa UMEHHM Marrona, paccMaTpUBAIOTCSA TPOOJIEMBI, BBI3BaHHBIE KPOBHOPO/I-
CTBEHHBIMH OpakaMu, a Takke OpakaMu MEXIy CBOWCTBEHHHKAMH M KPECTHBIMH
netbMU U ponutenasmu B XIX Beke. [TokazaHo, CKOJIBKO HE3aKOHHBIX OpakoB OBLIO
3aKJII0YEHO M3-3a HECOBEPIIICHCTBA KAHOHIMYECKOTO MPaBa U IUPOKOTO MPUHATUS U
MIPIMEHEHHUS HOPM OOBIYHOTO TpaBa. V3-3a KOppyMIUPOBAHHOCTH U POTUBOIPAB-
HBIX JCHCTBUI TyXOBEHCTBA, a TAK)KE IIPOU3BOJIA MUPSH PETUCTPUPOBATIUCH MHOIO-
YHCJICHHBIC IPOTUBO3aKOHHBIC 6paKI/I, B TOM YUCJI€ KPOBHOPOACTBCHHLIC, d TAKKE
MCXKAYy JruIaMu, CBA3aHHBIMH Y€PE3 CBOWCTBO U IO JIMHUU KpCCTHBII:I-KpCCTHPIK.
N3yuyeHue nepBOUCTOYHUKOB TAKXKE JOKA3bIBAET, UTO TyXOBHBIE JIUJEPHI, PyKOBOJ-
CTBYACH JKEJIaHWEM YJep>KaThb XPUCTHAHCKUN HApOJd B MOAYMHEHHH APMSIHCKON
ArmnocTonbckoit LlepkBr 1 HE OCKOPOIIATH BIUATEIBHBIX IEATEIICH apMSIHCKOTO TIPO-
HCXOXJICHUS, YacTO JIOMYCKAIH OIM3KOPOJCTBEHHbIE Opakd. Y TBEPIKIAETCS, YTO
200 neT Ha3ax OpavHbIE COIUATBHBIE HOPMBI €111€ OBLTH TECHO CBSI3aHBI C CO3HAHUEM
u 00pa3oM XU3HH Hapoja. M3 MOKyMEHTOB IBYXCOTJIETHEH TaBHOCTH MBI Y3HAEM O
B3aMMOJCHCTBUN KaHOHMYECKOTO M OOBIYHOTO IPaBa, O TOM, KaKOe BJIMSHUE OHO
OKa3bIBAJI0O HA PA3JIMYHBIC MPOSBICHUS KPOBHOPOJCTBEHHBIX OpaKOB, a TAaKKe O
TOM, KaKue W3MEHEHHS IpETepIieTn OpadHble COIHMAIbHBIE HOPMBI 32 TOCIICTHUE
JIBa CTOJICTUSL.



