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VAHE TOROSYAN

THE BYZANTINE ROOTS
OF THE ARMENIAN CORONATION RITE

Keywords: Coronation, rite, anointing, canon, ritual, translation, Cilician
Armenia, Byzantine Empire.

The Armenian Church’s ritual book, the Mashtoss, preserves two distinct
coronation canons. The first, employed for the coronation of the kings of Cilician
Armenia, is a translation of the coronation canon of the Holy Roman Empire. This
translation was undertaken in 1190 by the prominent cleric Nersés Lambronatsi,
who recorded about that in a colophon composed during that same year.

The second canon, entitled the “Canon of the Ordination of the King,” is
identified in this article as derived from the coronation ceremony of the Byzantine
emperor. The Armenian adaptation, however, diverges from its Byzantine model in
significant respects. Notably, it incorporates numerous biblical quotations
concerning kingship and royal authority and introduces the ritual of royal anointing,
which is absent in the Byzantine prototype.

Concerning the translation of this Byzantine-derived canon, the most probable
timeframe is the late 12th century. This dating is corroborated by the historical event
of 1196, when the Byzantine Emperor Alexios I1l sent a crown to Levon |1, Lord of
Cilicia, and requested that he be crowned with it. It is presumed that the translation
of the Byzantine canon of coronation into Armenian was conducted specifically for
this purpose.

BAT'E TOPOCHH

BU3SAHTUMNCKUE KOPHU
APMSIHCKOI'O OBPSIIA KOPOHOBAHMUSI

KaioueBsie cioBa:  Koponauusi, o0psj, nomasanue, KaHOH, puTyal, nepeBoa, Ku-
nmukuiickass ApMmenus, Busanrtuiickas umnepust.

B puryansHoM cOopHUKE ApPMSHCKOH LEpKBU «MaIiTom» COXpaHWINChH JBa
Pa3JIMYHBIX KAaHOHA KOpOHauuHu. IIepBslii, MCIOIB30BaBIINICS I KOPOHALUU 1ia-
peit Kunukuiickoit ApMeHuy, sIBISIETCSI IEPEBOIOM KaHOHA KOpoHauu CBALIEHHOU
Pumckoit umnepun. OtoT nepeBos 661 BhinonHeH B 1190 roxy BUIHBIM HEPKOBHBIM
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nesireneM Hepcecom JlamOpoHaty, KOTOPBI coo0IaeT 00 3TOM B CBOEM KOIOQOHE,
COCTaBJICHHOM B TOM XK€ TOJy.

Bropoii kaHOH, 03arnaBieHHbIH «KaHOH pyKONOI0KEHHS KOPOIIsh», NIeHTU U~
LUpyeTcs KaK MPOM3BOJHBIM OT LIEPEMOHUHM KOPOHALMM BU3aHTUHCKOTO HMMIIEpa-
Topa. OgHAaKO apMsHCKas afanTanus 3HAYUTENIBHO OTINYAETCs OT BU3AHTUHCKOTO
opuruHajia. B yacTHOCTH, OHa BKIIIOUaeT B ce0s MHOTOUUCIICHHBIE OnOeiickue 1u-
TaTHl, Kacarolyecs apei U IapcKoi BIacTH, U BBOJUT PUTYall KOPOJIEBCKOTO IO-
Ma3aHus, KOTOPBIM OTCYTCTBYET B BU3AHTUMCKOM IPOTOTHIIE.

Uro kacaeTcs NepeBOAa 3TOr0 KaHOHA, MPOUCXOAALIero M3 Buzantum, TO
HanOoJiee BEpOSTHBIM BpEMEHEM eTo co3nanus sBisercs koner XII Beka. Ota matu-
pOBKa IMTOATBEPIKIACTCS HCTOPHIECKUM coObITHeM 1196 roma, Korna BU3aHTUHACKHI
nMmneparop Anekcuii Il nocnan kopony Jlesony 11, mpasurento Kunnkuu, u nompo-
CUJI KOPOHOBAThCS ATOM KOpoHOM. IIpenmonaraercs, 4To nepeBo] BU3aHTUICKOTO
KaHOHA KOPOHAIIMU Ha apMSHCKHH SI3bIK OBUI CAENaH CIELUAIbHO VIS ATOM Leu.



