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WHEN DOCUMENTS SHAPE IDENTITY VIS-A-VIS LEGAL LIMITATIONS AND THE
DAILY FORMATION OF THE SELF: THE ARMENIAN EXPERIENCE
(SUMMARY)

FATIMA SALAH

fatmhsalah82@gmail.com

The author notes that a significant number of Armenians living in Egypt had no legal

documents that identified them. Some of these Armenians were born in Egypt and had

lived there for over half a century. However, due to lack of any sort of documentation they

faced the problem of identifying themselves as Egyptians, Armenians, refugees, etc. when

they applied for citizenship. Based on state archival documents in the Shubra region of

Egypt, the article focuses on such conflicts between the identity of the self, which is based

on the daily life of the individual, and the one which is based on legal documents, in other
words, the conflict between the self-perception of the individual and that of the state.
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