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Abstract - This article offers a comprehensive analysis of the key characteristics of the De-
fence Army of the Republic of Artsakh as an institutional and socio-cultural phenomenon that
emerged under conditions of permanent threat, stemming from prolonged aggression and
blockade by Azerbaijan. The armed forces of the Republic of Artsakh are examined not mere-
ly as a defence and security structure, but as a foundational institution of political consolida-
tion, national mobilisation and resistance, institutional self-preservation, and a mobilisational
resource for societal self-organisation. The study explores the institutional evolution, organi-
sational structure, combat capabilities, and public perception of the Defence Army, including
its role in shaping defence strategies, security ideology, and the symbolic image of statehood.
The empirical basis of the article draws on materials from the official military press, the arc-
hival holdings of the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Artsakh, resources from the "Ka-
char" Scientific Centre, as well as the author’s personal observations as a direct participant in
the processes under examination. Through the application of qualitative discourse analysis,
the study identifies dominant narratives and their role in the formation of military ideology,
institutional identity, and cultural-political resilience. Special attention is devoted to the role of
the military press as a tool of ideological articulation, institutional self-reflection, and public
legitimisation. The experience of the Defence Army of Artsakh not only offers deeper insight
into the specificities of military development under conditions of foreign policy isolation, but
also serves as a methodological framework for rethinking the mission, objectives, and ideolog-
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ical-value foundations of the modern Armed Forces of the Republic of Armenia in the context
of a transforming regional and global security environment.
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AnHomayus - [laHHaA cTaTbA MOCBALLLEHAa BCECTOPOHHEMY aHalu3y KOYeBbIX XapaKTepuUCTUK
Apmun obopoHbl Pecnybnukmn Apuax Kak MHCTUTYLIMOHANBHOMO W COLLMOKYNbTYPHOrO dheHome-
Ha, chOPMMPOBABLLETOCA B YCMOBWAX NMEPMaHEHTHON Yrpo3bl, 0byCNOBNEHHOW MHOMONETHEN
arpeccveii n bnokapoii co ctopoHbl AsepbaiigkaHa. BoopyméHHble cunbl Pecnybnuku Apuax
paccmMaTpuBalOTCA HE TOSIbKO Kak 06OpOHHO-be30MacHOCTHaA CTPYKTypa, HO M KaKk OCHOBO-
nonararoLwuii UHCTUTYT NONUTUYECKOW KOHCONMAALMM, HaLMOHaNbHOW Mobunmsaumm u conpo-
TUBIEHWA, WHCTUTYLMOHANBHOIO CaMOCOXPaHeHUA M MOOGWNM3aLMOHHOrO pecypca camoopra-
HU3aumn oblecTBa. VccnegoBaHne oxBaTbiBaeT WHCTUTYLIMOHANbHYIO 3BOMIOLMIO, OpraHW3a-
LMOHHYIO CTPYKTYpy, O0eBOil moTeHuman U oOLLECTBEHHOE BoCMpuUATUE ApmuM 0OOpPOHDI,
BK/toYaA e€ posnb B hopMuUpoBaHUM 0BOPOHHBIX CTpaTeruii, naeonornn 6e3onacHoCT U CUM-
BOMMYECKOro obpasa rocyfapcTBEHHOCTU. DMnupuyeckaa 6asa cTaTby OMMpaeTcA Ha MaTe-
pvanbl ouLManbHoli BOEHHON npeccbl, apxuBHble ¢oHAabl MuHucTepcTBa obopoHbl Pecnyb-
nvkn Apuax, pecypcbl HayyHoro ueHtpa «Kauap», a Takie Ha NnMuHble HabnopfeHus aBTopa
Kak HEermocpeACcTBEHHOro y4YaCTHMKa aHanu3upyemblx npoleccoB. KayecTBeHHbI AUCKypcvB-
Hblii aHanM3 No3BONAET BbIABUTL KIHOYEBblE HAapPaTUBbI U UX POJb B (POPMUPOBAHUN BOEHHOM



70 Mher Harutyunyan

MAEONOrn, WHCTUTYLMOHANBHON WAEHTUYHOCTU U KyNbTYPHO-MONUTUYECKON CTabuabHOCTY.
Ocoboe BHMUMaHWe B cTaTbe YOENAeTCA PONAW BOEHHOW Mpecchbl Kak MHCTpPYMEHTa MAEeonoru-
YEeCKOI apTUKYNALMMW, UHCTUTYLIMOHANIbHOO CaMOOCMbICTIEHUA 1 OBLLECTBEHHOI NernTumaLmu.
OnbiT Apmun 06opoHbl Pecnybnnku Apuax no3BonAet He TONbKO rybme OCMbICAUTL Creuy-
UKy apMeiicKoro CTpPOMTENbCTBA B YCNOBUAX BHELLUHEMONUTUYECKOW W30MALMM, HO U Npen-
CTaBnAeT coboii MeTO[ONOrMYECKYIO OCHOBY A/IA MEPEOLLEHKN MUCCUM, 3aAay U WAEeHO-LeH-
HOCTHOW nnaTtopmbl coBpemeHHbIX BoopyméHHbix Cun Pecnybnukn Apmenus B ycnoBuAx
TpaHcdopmupytoLLieiica permoHanbHol 1 rnobanbHoii cuctembl 6e3onacHoCTy.

Keywords - army, press, combat, discourse, perception.
Zhduwpwnbp - pwuwy, dwdny, dwpw, nhuynipu, puluwinid:
KntoueBble cnosa — apmusa, npecca, 60oii, [UcKypc, BocnpuATye.

Introduction

The Defence Army of the Republic of Artsakh (hereinafter DA) constituted a
unique military-political institution that emerged in the early 1990s under conditions
of systemic crisis, armed conflict, and the collapse of the Soviet state framework.
Formed in the context of the Artsakh conflict and the broader dissolution of the
USSR, the DA operated for nearly three decades and functioned as the core security
structure of a de facto state established on the principle of self-determination, while
simultaneously confronting severe geopolitical, economic, and military constraints.

The institutional development of the DA took place in circumstances characte-
rised by a comprehensive blockade, limited material and technical resources, and an
unfavourable regional balance of power. Despite these constraints, the DA suc-
ceeded in organising effective military resistance and, for a prolonged period, main-
taining a relative military and political equilibrium in the northeastern part of the
Armenian Highlands. This experience renders the DA a particularly significant case
for the study of military self-organisation, wartime institutional adaptability, and the
interaction between military structures and political processes in unrecognised or
partially recognised political entities.

Scholarly interest in the DA is further reinforced by the outcomes and conse-
quences of the military events of 2016-2023, which necessitate a critical reassess-
ment of earlier interpretations concerning the principles of military organisation,
command structures, and reform trajectories within the Artsakh security system.
These developments highlight not only issues traditionally examined within classical
military history but also broader institutional, socio-psychological, and political di-
mensions that require renewed analytical attention.

Sources and Methodology

The present study is based on a combination of primary and secondary
sources, as well as on an interdisciplinary methodological approach that integrates
instruments of military history, institutional analysis, and socio-political interpretation.
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A significant part of the source base consists of materials from the military
press, primarily the official newspaper Martik of the Ministry of Defence of the Re-
public of Artsakh. The study makes extensive use of issues published in 2016-2017,
which reflect both the internal discourse of the Defence Army and the institutional
reassessment processes that followed the military operations of April 2016
(Cwipnieinujwu 2024p, 147-169). These publications provide valuable insights into
command practices, operational evaluations, morale-building mechanisms, and the
evolving perception of military reform within the Defence Army.

Equally important are archival documents preserved in the collections of the
“Kachar” Scientific Centre, including materials related to the organisational struc-
ture, operational planning, and internal functioning of the Defence Army (4QuU,
$. 17, q. 1, p. 1-24; g. 3, . 1-8). A substantial portion of these documents has
not previously been subjected to systematic scholarly analysis or introduced into
academic circulation. Following the forced displacement of the population of Art-
sakh in 2023 and the uncertain fate of archival repositories remaining in the oc-
cupied territories, these materials have acquired particular documentary and
scientific significance.

The secondary literature utilised in this article encompasses works on the mili-
tary and political history of Artsakh, the Artsakh conflict, and broader studies on
post-Soviet military institution-building. These works provide the historiographical
framework necessary for contextualising the formation and development of the De-
fence Army, as well as for situating its experience within regional and international
scholarly debates (Uwuwujwu 2005).

Methodologically, the study employs a historical-institutional approach, focusing
on the processes of formation, adaptation, and transformation of the Defence Army
under conditions of armed conflict, blockade, and geopolitical isolation. This ap-
proach allows for an analysis of the Defence Army not merely as a military structure,
but as a complex socio-political institution embedded in the broader system of Art-
sakh’s statehood.

In addition, elements of comparative military analysis are applied in order to
assess the specific characteristics of the Defence Army in relation to classical models
of armed forces organisation. Particular attention is devoted to issues of self-
organisation, command and control mechanisms, the integration of volunteer for-
mations, and the role of moral and psychological factors in sustaining combat ef-
fectiveness.

Degree of Research on the Topic

The results of studies on the formation, activities, and institutional develop-
ment of the DA have been published in the form of monographs, collective works,
articles, and other types of research (Kwpniejniujwt 2024w, 340-402). A signifi-
cant portion of the studies on this topic is presented in the form of memoirs, jour-
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nalistic materials, personal testimonies of military figures, as well as analytical ar-
ticles by war participants and researchers. However, attempts to comprehensively
and multifacetedly explore the issue within academic circles are still limited, which
is due to both the partial availability of the source base and the circumstances of
the occupation of Artsakh from 2020 to 2023.

Publications in the official Martik newspaper from 2016-2017 regarding the
military events of the Artsakh War of 1991-1994, the organisation of the DA, and
its strategic approaches, as well as the reflection of the peculiarities of the DA,
have not yet been subject to separate scholarly analysis.

The publications by M. Harutyunyan, a former editor of the newspaper and
historian, on the topic (Cwpniejniujwu 2003, 4; see also <wpnipjniujwu 2014,
118-121) initiated the discussion of the scientific problem. After the loss of the
original sources, these publications have acquired primary source significance.

Various authors have addressed the main events of the 2016 spring military
campaign of Azerbaijan’s aggression from different perspectives (Cwjwuwmnwu-2016:
subipinwd nwubin 2016; <wupwpjwu 2017; <wpnipjniujwu 2021; B oxuaaHum
6ypu: HOxHbIl KaBkas 2018).

In the context of Azerbaijan’s 2020 autumn military campaign and the subse-
quent developments, new studies have emerged addressing Artsakh’s military secu-
rity issues, analysis of the outcomes of the war, and the re-evaluation of the DA’s
combat capabilities (f[dnpnujwu 2021; Aydabirian, Libaridian, Papazian 2021; byps Ha
Kaskaze 2021; <wpniejniywt U niphg. 2025; Ynnpwd Jwhwu 2025). However,
from an academic perspective, there is still a lack of comprehensive research that
would thoroughly address the socio-political, military, and administrative characteris-
tics of the DA’s formation, also considering changes in the regional power balance.

This study attempts to fill the existing gaps by involving new primary sources,
specifically issues of the Martik newspaper from 2016-2017, as well as archival doc-
uments and materials preserved at the "Kachar" Scientific Centre. These sources,
which had not previously been significantly included in scholarly discourse, have
gained primary source significance after the 2023 displacement of the population of
Artsakh, as their accessibility is now severely limited.

Features of the Defence Army

The archival documents and official press publications demonstrate that the DA
was viewed not only as a military unit but also as a carrier of national identity and
statehood (Uhjwu 2016w, 1; <wpnipjntujwu 20164, 10; <wpnieiniujwt 2016n, 10),
simultaneously encompassing defensive-security (Shpjwu 2016, 4; << 2N ULSU
qupsnipiniu 2017p 15), military-patriotic (Fwnnwuwpwtu 2016, 5; <wpniejniujwu
2016, 6), educational (Cwpnuegjntiyjwt 2016w, 1, 11; Pwnnuwuwpwu 2016, 11), public
(Cwpnipjniuywu 2016p, 3; Ujwubujwu 2016w, 6; Uppwhwdjwu 2016, 5; Ujwubujwu
2017, 3; (Gwnwuwu 2017, 11; Sphgnpwu 2017, 5), spiritual (Uupjwtu 2016w, 13;
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Uupjwu 2016p, 13; <wpnigyniujwu 2016q, 5; Pwnnwuwnwu 2017, 7-8), cultural
Ujwubujwu 2016q, 10; <wpnipniujwu 2016, 7), and historical (Cwpniejniujw
2016w, 9; <wpnigyniujwu 2016p, 10; <L 2N ULSU. Jwpsnyentu 2017w, 6) ele-
ments. In this context, frequent revival of heroic narratives from the Artsakh libera-
tion struggle (Kwynpjwu 2016w, 8; <L 2Nk ULSU wpsnieiniu 2016, 15; <wynp-
jwu 2016p, 8; <wynpjwu 2016q, 8) has been observed. Combatant’s (Pwnnuw-
uwpjwu 2016, 10) and fighters’ (Upwowujwu 2016, 7; <wjpwwbunjwu 2017, 9)
military paths and exemplary episodes are recorded, while their heroic deeds
(Cwpniginiuywu 20166, 7; Ujwubujwu 20166, 7; Uwpqwunpwu 2016, 4) are also
addressed. The figures of those who were glorified in the April 2016 military opera-
tions are highlighted (Kwpnpniujwu 2016q, 4; Pwowjwu 2016w, 2; Pwowjwu
2016p, 5; Unbthwujwu 2016, 4; Uhjwu 2016p, 5; Pwowjwu 2016q, 6; Lwpnip-
Jnitujwu 2016n, 8; <wpnigyniujwu 2016q, 5), with their portrayal linked to the pub-
lic articulation of national values.

In the official newspaper, descriptions of military operations (Ujwubujwu
2016, 3; Uwpquuwu 2016, 6), analyses of combat episodes (Uhjwtu 201q, 6; Mp-
uwpbulyn 2016, 12-13), and depictions of the daily routine of military units (UJw-
ubiujwu 2016p, 3; Ujwubujwu 20164q, 3) are frequently encountered. These efforts
were intended not only to inform the public about military matters but also to
strengthen trust and respect towards the army within society. The focus was placed
not only on combat capabilities but also on the morale of the military collective, edu-
cational work, the role of officers, and the process of patriotic education.

The construction of the military figure is significantly shaped by the discourse
of heroisation. During the April 2016 war and the following months, a tendency
was observed in the pages of the newspaper to present the activities of individual
fighters and commanders as an embodiment of national heroism (Fwnnwuwnjwu
2016, 2). Such figures serve both internal and external purposes in shaping per-
ceptions, with the military being portrayed as a symbol of national unity and re-
silience. Their stories, the battles they fought, and their sacrifices almost always
have a symbolic and ideological character, thus expanding the scope of interpre-
tation of military events.

Also noteworthy is the presence of analytical and journalistic materials in the
newspaper, in which an attempt is made to present the institutional developments
of the army within a historical context, emphasising the role of combat experience
as the institutional foundation. This approach enables the army to be portrayed
not only as a defensive-security body but also as a military-political infrastructure
shaped by the direct influence of state-building processes. The official press also
records the process of the formation of military ideology. This is expressed
through the use of specific terminology, repetition of content units, linking
national ideas and historical events, and constant emphasis on the identification of
the army with these ideas. In this way, an internal system is formed where the
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army is presented as a historically necessary, morally irreplaceable, and politically
justified institution.

The issues of the "Martik" newspaper from 2016 to 2017 serve as a valuable
primary source for examining public perceptions, ideological references, and mili-
tary-political messages regarding the army. The analysis of numerous publications
in the newspaper provides an opportunity to document how the national defence
institution is presented in the public arena, simultaneously connecting historical
memory with contemporary politics. It is significant that such analytical spaces
are important for understanding the pathways of state institutions' development
not only at the documentary level but also at the level of communicative
expressions.

The characterisation of the features of the DA in the official newspaper issues
of 2016-2017 was conditioned by the Azerbaijani aggression of April 2, 2016, and
the circumstances of effective resistance against the subsequent hybrid operations.
Of course, prior to this, the phenomenon of the DA had already attracted the
attention of scholars ({wpnieyntujwu 2010).

Unfortunately, the new realities created by Azerbaijan's aggression from 2020
to 2023 have had a profoundly negative impact on the military structure of
Artsakh, necessitating a rethinking of its significant past (Cwpnipjntujwl, <wpnt-
pinLtujwu 2024, 96-115).

The formation of the military system of the Republic of Artsakh (RA), as a mili-
tary structure, was directly conditioned by the need for self-defence. This process
did not rely on pre-established strategic doctrines or state-sanctioned military plans,
which clearly distinguishes the DA from the armed forces of classical, internationally
recognised states. The formation of the DA was not top-down, but rather a bottom-
up process, emerging as a result of society’s self-organisation and collective will for
defence.

The DA was shaped not only by military but also by existential conditions. It
simultaneously bore the characteristics of a national liberation movement, coupled
with the regional instability of the early 1990s. This implied that the army being
formed had to perform not only defensive tasks but also functions aimed at
preserving and asserting sovereignty.

One of the distinctive features of the DA is its integrated civilian nature. Many
commanders and fighters were not trained soldiers in the traditional sense. Further-
more, many of them were public figures, activists, and volunteers, whose military
experience was gained directly on the battlefield through practical experience. This
gave the army a unique spontaneous structure and, in some cases, adaptive
advantages during irregular warfare.

In such conditions, the DA could not adhere to pre-programmed and stan-
dardised models. It was endowed not only with a defensive mission but also with
institutional autonomy. This process was accompanied by political uncertainties
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during its formative stages, constant engagement with war risks, and the absence
of external recognition.

Therefore, the DA is viewed not only as a military institution but also as a socio-
political phenomenon that was formed under historically exceptional circumstances.
Its fundamental purpose was to guarantee the physical security, identity, and the
realisation of the rights of the people of Artsakh, independent of the classical
approaches of international law (<wpnipniujwu 2023, 134-183).

Conclusion

The formation of the military systems of the Republic of Artsakh (RA) was de-
termined not only by the imperatives of war but also by the influence of regional
and international factors. During the process of establishing independence and
forming state structures, the institutional development of the defence system pla-
yed a crucial role not only in military but also in political sovereignty consolidation.

The analysis demonstrates that the formation of the RA’s military systems can
be seen as not only a mechanism for ensuring defence but also as an autonomous
model of state governance, reflecting the unique status of the unrecognised state.
The development of this system was conditioned by both internal and external chal-
lenges, among which the key factors were limited resources, international isolation,
and changes in the regional security environment.

Despite the complexities of formal institutionalisation, the RA's military system
practically exhibited stability and adaptability under changing conditions. Particularly
important in this process was the close relationship between military structures and
civilian administration, which enabled the formation of an effective defence system
without substantial external support.

This study aims to contribute to the research on state military systems. It shows
that the formation of such structures is influenced not only by strategic and military
factors but also by institutional and socio-political developments. Future research
will benefit from in-depth analysis that will focus on assessing the long-term stability
and effectiveness of military governance systems, considering contemporary political
developments.
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