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Abstract – This article offers a comprehensive analysis of the key characteristics of the De-
fence Army of the Republic of Artsakh as an institutional and socio-cultural phenomenon that 
emerged under conditions of permanent threat, stemming from prolonged aggression and 
blockade by Azerbaijan. The armed forces of the Republic of Artsakh are examined not mere-
ly as a defence and security structure, but as a foundational institution of political consolida-
tion, national mobilisation and resistance, institutional self-preservation, and a mobilisational 
resource for societal self-organisation. The study explores the institutional evolution, organi-
sational structure, combat capabilities, and public perception of the Defence Army, including 
its role in shaping defence strategies, security ideology, and the symbolic image of statehood. 
The empirical basis of the article draws on materials from the official military press, the arc-
hival holdings of the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Artsakh, resources from the "Ka-
char" Scientific Centre, as well as the author’s personal observations as a direct participant in 
the processes under examination. Through the application of qualitative discourse analysis, 
the study identifies dominant narratives and their role in the formation of military ideology, 
institutional identity, and cultural-political resilience. Special attention is devoted to the role of 
the military press as a tool of ideological articulation, institutional self-reflection, and public 
legitimisation. The experience of the Defence Army of Artsakh not only offers deeper insight 
into the specificities of military development under conditions of foreign policy isolation, but 
also serves as a methodological framework for rethinking the mission, objectives, and ideolog-
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ical-value foundations of the modern Armed Forces of the Republic of Armenia in the context 
of a transforming regional and global security environment. 
 
Ամփոփում – Հոդվածը նվիրված է Արցախի Հանրապետության պաշտպանության բանակի՝ 
որպես ինստիտուցիոնալ և սոցիալ-մշակութային երևույթի հիմնարար բնութագրիչների հա-
մակողմանի վերլուծությանը։ Այն ձևավորվել է շարունակական սպառնալիքի պայման-
ներում՝ պայմանավորված Ադրբեջանի կողմից տասնամյակներ շարունակ իրականաց-
վող ագրեսիայով և շրջափակմամբ։ Արցախի Հանրապետության զինված ուժերը դի-
տարկվում են ոչ միայն որպես պաշտպանական-անվտանգային համակարգ, այլև քա-
ղաքական համախմբման, ազգային դիմադրության և զորահավաքի հիմնարար ինստի-
տուտ, ինստիտուցիոնալ ինքնապահպանության ու հասարակական ինքնակազմակերպման 
շարժունակ ռեսուրս։ Ուսումնասիրությունն ընդգրկում է Պաշտպանության բանակի ինստիտու-
ցիոնալ զարգացումն ու կազմակերպական կառուցվածքը, մարտական ներուժը և հանրային 
ընկալումը՝ բացահայտելով նրա դերը պաշտպանական ռազմավարությունների ձևավորման, 
անվտանգության գաղափարախոսության և պետականության խորհրդանշական կերպարի 
կերտման գործընթացներում։ Էմպիրիկ բազան ներառում է պաշտոնական ռազմական 
մամուլի նյութերը, Արցախի Հանրապետության պաշտպանության նախարարության ար-
խիվային ֆոնդերը, «Կաճառ» գիտական կենտրոնի շտեմարանները, ինչպես նաև հեղի-
նակի՝ ուսումնասիրվող գործընթացներին անմիջական մասնակցի անձնական դիտար-
կումները։ Որակական դիսկուրսիվ վերլուծության կիրառմամբ բացահայտվում են գերիշ-
խող նարատիվները և դրանց դերը ռազմական գաղափարախոսության, ինստիտուցիո-
նալ ինքնության և քաղաքական-մշակութային կայունության ձևավորման մեջ։ Հատուկ 
ուշադրություն է դարձվում ռազմական մամուլի՝ իբրև գաղափարախոսության արտա-
հայտման, ինստիտուցիոնալ ինքնագիտակցության և հասարակական լեգիտիմացման 
գործիքի դերակատարմանը։ Արցախի պաշտպանության բանակի փորձը հնարավորու-
թյուն է տալիս ոչ միայն խորացնելու պատկերացումները բանակաշինության առանձնա-
հատկությունների վերաբերյալ արտաքին քաղաքական մեկուսացման պայմաններում, 
այլև ծառայում է որպես մեթոդաբանական հիմք՝ վերաիմաստավորելու ՀՀ զինված ուժե-
րի առաքելությունը, խնդիրներն ու գաղափարական-արժեհամակարգային հիմքերը փո-
փոխվող տարածաշրջանային և գլոբալ անվտանգության համատեքստում։ 
 
Аннотация – Данная статья посвящена всестороннему анализу ключевых характеристик 
Армии обороны Республики Арцах как институционального и социокультурного феноме-
на, сформировавшегося в условиях перманентной угрозы, обусловленной многолетней 
агрессией и блокадой со стороны Азербайджана. Вооружённые силы Республики Арцах 
рассматриваются не только как оборонно-безопасностная структура, но и как осново-
полагающий институт политической консолидации, национальной мобилизации и сопро-
тивления, институционального самосохранения и мобилизационного ресурса самоорга-
низации общества. Исследование охватывает институциональную эволюцию, организа-
ционную структуру, боевой потенциал и общественное восприятие Армии обороны, 
включая её роль в формировании оборонных стратегий, идеологии безопасности и сим-
волического образа государственности. Эмпирическая база статьи опирается на мате-
риалы официальной военной прессы, архивные фонды Министерства обороны Респуб-
лики Арцах, ресурсы Научного центра «Качар», а также на личные наблюдения автора 
как непосредственного участника анализируемых процессов. Качественный дискурсив-
ный анализ позволяет выявить ключевые нарративы и их роль в формировании военной 
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идеологии, институциональной идентичности и культурно-политической стабильности. 
Особое внимание в статье уделяется роли военной прессы как инструмента идеологи-
ческой артикуляции, институционального самоосмысления и общественной легитимации. 
Опыт Армии обороны Республики Арцах позволяет не только глубже осмыслить специ-
фику армейского строительства в условиях внешнеполитической изоляции, но и пред-
ставляет собой методологическую основу для переоценки миссии, задач и идейно-цен-
ностной платформы современных Вооружённых Сил Республики Армения в условиях 
трансформирующейся региональной и глобальной системы безопасности. 
 
Keywords – army, press, combat, discourse, perception. 
Հիմնաբառեր – բանակ, մամուլ, մարտ, դիսկուրս, ընկալում: 
Ключевые слова – армия, пресса, бой, дискурс, восприятие. 

 
Introduction 
The Defence Army of the Republic of Artsakh (hereinafter DA) constituted a 

unique military-political institution that emerged in the early 1990s under conditions 
of systemic crisis, armed conflict, and the collapse of the Soviet state framework. 
Formed in the context of the Artsakh conflict and the broader dissolution of the 
USSR, the DA operated for nearly three decades and functioned as the core security 
structure of a de facto state established on the principle of self-determination, while 
simultaneously confronting severe geopolitical, economic, and military constraints. 

The institutional development of the DA took place in circumstances characte-
rised by a comprehensive blockade, limited material and technical resources, and an 
unfavourable regional balance of power. Despite these constraints, the DA suc-
ceeded in organising effective military resistance and, for a prolonged period, main-
taining a relative military and political equilibrium in the northeastern part of the 
Armenian Highlands. This experience renders the DA a particularly significant case 
for the study of military self-organisation, wartime institutional adaptability, and the 
interaction between military structures and political processes in unrecognised or 
partially recognised political entities. 

Scholarly interest in the DA is further reinforced by the outcomes and conse-
quences of the military events of 2016–2023, which necessitate a critical reassess-
ment of earlier interpretations concerning the principles of military organisation, 
command structures, and reform trajectories within the Artsakh security system. 
These developments highlight not only issues traditionally examined within classical 
military history but also broader institutional, socio-psychological, and political di-
mensions that require renewed analytical attention. 

 
Sources and Methodology  
The present study is based on a combination of primary and secondary 

sources, as well as on an interdisciplinary methodological approach that integrates 
instruments of military history, institutional analysis, and socio-political interpretation. 
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A significant part of the source base consists of materials from the military 
press, primarily the official newspaper Martik of the Ministry of Defence of the Re-
public of Artsakh. The study makes extensive use of issues published in 2016–2017, 
which reflect both the internal discourse of the Defence Army and the institutional 
reassessment processes that followed the military operations of April 2016 
(Հարությունյան 2024բ, 147–169). These publications provide valuable insights into 
command practices, operational evaluations, morale-building mechanisms, and the 
evolving perception of military reform within the Defence Army. 

Equally important are archival documents preserved in the collections of the 
“Kachar” Scientific Centre, including materials related to the organisational struc-
ture, operational planning, and internal functioning of the Defence Army (ԿԳԿԱ, 
ֆ. 17, գ. 1, թ. 1–24; գ. 3, թ. 1–8). A substantial portion of these documents has 
not previously been subjected to systematic scholarly analysis or introduced into 
academic circulation. Following the forced displacement of the population of Art-
sakh in 2023 and the uncertain fate of archival repositories remaining in the oc-
cupied territories, these materials have acquired particular documentary and 
scientific significance. 

The secondary literature utilised in this article encompasses works on the mili-
tary and political history of Artsakh, the Artsakh conflict, and broader studies on 
post-Soviet military institution-building. These works provide the historiographical 
framework necessary for contextualising the formation and development of the De-
fence Army, as well as for situating its experience within regional and international 
scholarly debates (Մանասյան 2005). 

Methodologically, the study employs a historical-institutional approach, focusing 
on the processes of formation, adaptation, and transformation of the Defence Army 
under conditions of armed conflict, blockade, and geopolitical isolation. This ap-
proach allows for an analysis of the Defence Army not merely as a military structure, 
but as a complex socio-political institution embedded in the broader system of Art-
sakh’s statehood. 

In addition, elements of comparative military analysis are applied in order to 
assess the specific characteristics of the Defence Army in relation to classical models 
of armed forces organisation. Particular attention is devoted to issues of self-
organisation, command and control mechanisms, the integration of volunteer for-
mations, and the role of moral and psychological factors in sustaining combat ef-
fectiveness. 

 
Degree of Research on the Topic 
The results of studies on the formation, activities, and institutional develop-

ment of the DA have been published in the form of monographs, collective works, 
articles, and other types of research (Հարությունյան 2024ա, 340–402). A signifi-
cant portion of the studies on this topic is presented in the form of memoirs, jour-
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nalistic materials, personal testimonies of military figures, as well as analytical ar-
ticles by war participants and researchers. However, attempts to comprehensively 
and multifacetedly explore the issue within academic circles are still limited, which 
is due to both the partial availability of the source base and the circumstances of 
the occupation of Artsakh from 2020 to 2023. 

Publications in the official Martik newspaper from 2016–2017 regarding the 
military events of the Artsakh War of 1991–1994, the organisation of the DA, and 
its strategic approaches, as well as the reflection of the peculiarities of the DA, 
have not yet been subject to separate scholarly analysis. 

The publications by M. Harutyunyan, a former editor of the newspaper and 
historian, on the topic (Հարությունյան 2003, 4; see also Հարությունյան 2014, 
118–121) initiated the discussion of the scientific problem. After the loss of the 
original sources, these publications have acquired primary source significance. 

Various authors have addressed the main events of the 2016 spring military 
campaign of Azerbaijan’s aggression from different perspectives (Հայաստան-2016: 
չսերտած դասեր 2016; Հասրաթյան 2017; Հարությունյան 2021; В ожидании 
бури: Южный Кавказ 2018). 

In the context of Azerbaijan’s 2020 autumn military campaign and the subse-
quent developments, new studies have emerged addressing Artsakh’s military secu-
rity issues, analysis of the outcomes of the war, and the re-evaluation of the DA’s 
combat capabilities (Թորոսյան 2021; Aydabirian, Libaridian, Papazian 2021; Буря на 
Кавказе 2021; Հարությունյան և ուրիշ. 2025; Կոտրված վահան 2025). However, 
from an academic perspective, there is still a lack of comprehensive research that 
would thoroughly address the socio-political, military, and administrative characteris-
tics of the DA’s formation, also considering changes in the regional power balance. 

This study attempts to fill the existing gaps by involving new primary sources, 
specifically issues of the Martik newspaper from 2016–2017, as well as archival doc-
uments and materials preserved at the "Kachar" Scientific Centre. These sources, 
which had not previously been significantly included in scholarly discourse, have 
gained primary source significance after the 2023 displacement of the population of 
Artsakh, as their accessibility is now severely limited. 

 
Features of the Defence Army 
The archival documents and official press publications demonstrate that the DA 

was viewed not only as a military unit but also as a carrier of national identity and 
statehood (Ահյան 2016ա, 1; Հարությունյան 2016գ, 10; Հարությունյան 2016դ, 10), 
simultaneously encompassing defensive-security (Ֆիրյան 2016, 4; ՀՀ ԶՈՒ ԱՀՏԱ 
վարչություն 2017բ 15), military-patriotic (Բաղդասարյան 2016, 5; Հարությունյան 
2016, 6), educational (Հարությունյան 2016ա, 1, 11; Բաղդասարյան 2016, 11), public 
(Հարությունյան 2016բ, 3; Ավանեսյան 2016ա, 6; Աբրահամյան 2016, 5; Ավանեսյան 
2017, 3; Թառանյան 2017, 11; Գրիգորյան 2017, 5), spiritual (Ասրյան 2016ա, 13; 
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Ասրյան 2016բ, 13; Հարությունյան 2016գ, 5; Բաղդասարյան 2017, 7–8), cultural 
Ավանեսյան 2016գ, 10; Հարությունյան 2016, 7), and historical (Հարությունյան 
2016ա, 9; Հարությունյան 2016բ, 10; ՀՀ ԶՈՒ ԱՀՏԱ վարչություն 2017ա, 6) ele-
ments. In this context, frequent revival of heroic narratives from the Artsakh libera-
tion struggle (Հակոբյան 2016ա, 8; ՀՀ ԶՈՒ ԱՀՏԱ վարչություն 2016, 15; Հակոբ-
յան 2016բ, 8; Հակոբյան 2016գ, 8) has been observed. Combatant’s (Բաղդա-
սարյան 2016, 10) and fighters’ (Աթաջանյան 2016, 7; Հայրապետյան 2017, 9) 
military paths and exemplary episodes are recorded, while their heroic deeds 
(Հարությունյան 2016ե, 7; Ավանեսյան 2016ե, 7; Մարգարյան 2016, 4) are also 
addressed. The figures of those who were glorified in the April 2016 military opera-
tions are highlighted (Հարությունյան 2016զ, 4; Փաշայան 2016ա, 2; Փաշայան 
2016բ, 5; Ստեփանյան 2016, 4; Ահյան 2016բ, 5; Փաշայան 2016գ, 6; Հարութ-
յունյան 2016դ, 8; Հարությունյան 2016զ, 5), with their portrayal linked to the pub-
lic articulation of national values. 

In the official newspaper, descriptions of military operations (Ավանեսյան 
2016, 3; Սարգսյան 2016, 6), analyses of combat episodes (Ահյան 201գ, 6; Պի-
սարենկո 2016, 12–13), and depictions of the daily routine of military units (Ավա-
նեսյան 2016բ, 3; Ավանեսյան 2016գ, 3) are frequently encountered. These efforts 
were intended not only to inform the public about military matters but also to 
strengthen trust and respect towards the army within society. The focus was placed 
not only on combat capabilities but also on the morale of the military collective, edu-
cational work, the role of officers, and the process of patriotic education. 

The construction of the military figure is significantly shaped by the discourse 
of heroisation. During the April 2016 war and the following months, a tendency 
was observed in the pages of the newspaper to present the activities of individual 
fighters and commanders as an embodiment of national heroism (Բաղդասարյան 
2016, 2). Such figures serve both internal and external purposes in shaping per-
ceptions, with the military being portrayed as a symbol of national unity and re-
silience. Their stories, the battles they fought, and their sacrifices almost always 
have a symbolic and ideological character, thus expanding the scope of interpre-
tation of military events. 

Also noteworthy is the presence of analytical and journalistic materials in the 
newspaper, in which an attempt is made to present the institutional developments 
of the army within a historical context, emphasising the role of combat experience 
as the institutional foundation. This approach enables the army to be portrayed 
not only as a defensive-security body but also as a military-political infrastructure 
shaped by the direct influence of state-building processes. The official press also 
records the process of the formation of military ideology. This is expressed 
through the use of specific terminology, repetition of content units, linking 
national ideas and historical events, and constant emphasis on the identification of 
the army with these ideas. In this way, an internal system is formed where the 
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army is presented as a historically necessary, morally irreplaceable, and politically 
justified institution. 

The issues of the "Martik" newspaper from 2016 to 2017 serve as a valuable 
primary source for examining public perceptions, ideological references, and mili-
tary-political messages regarding the army. The analysis of numerous publications 
in the newspaper provides an opportunity to document how the national defence 
institution is presented in the public arena, simultaneously connecting historical 
memory with contemporary politics. It is significant that such analytical spaces 
are important for understanding the pathways of state institutions' development 
not only at the documentary level but also at the level of communicative 
expressions. 

The characterisation of the features of the DA in the official newspaper issues 
of 2016–2017 was conditioned by the Azerbaijani aggression of April 2, 2016, and 
the circumstances of effective resistance against the subsequent hybrid operations. 
Of course, prior to this, the phenomenon of the DA had already attracted the 
attention of scholars (Հարությունյան 2010). 

Unfortunately, the new realities created by Azerbaijan's aggression from 2020 
to 2023 have had a profoundly negative impact on the military structure of 
Artsakh, necessitating a rethinking of its significant past (Հարությունյան, Հարու-
թյունյան 2024, 96–115). 

The formation of the military system of the Republic of Artsakh (RA), as a mili-
tary structure, was directly conditioned by the need for self-defence. This process 
did not rely on pre-established strategic doctrines or state-sanctioned military plans, 
which clearly distinguishes the DA from the armed forces of classical, internationally 
recognised states. The formation of the DA was not top-down, but rather a bottom-
up process, emerging as a result of society’s self-organisation and collective will for 
defence. 

The DA was shaped not only by military but also by existential conditions. It 
simultaneously bore the characteristics of a national liberation movement, coupled 
with the regional instability of the early 1990s. This implied that the army being 
formed had to perform not only defensive tasks but also functions aimed at 
preserving and asserting sovereignty. 

One of the distinctive features of the DA is its integrated civilian nature. Many 
commanders and fighters were not trained soldiers in the traditional sense. Further-
more, many of them were public figures, activists, and volunteers, whose military 
experience was gained directly on the battlefield through practical experience. This 
gave the army a unique spontaneous structure and, in some cases, adaptive 
advantages during irregular warfare. 

In such conditions, the DA could not adhere to pre-programmed and stan-
dardised models. It was endowed not only with a defensive mission but also with 
institutional autonomy. This process was accompanied by political uncertainties 
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during its formative stages, constant engagement with war risks, and the absence 
of external recognition. 

Therefore, the DA is viewed not only as a military institution but also as a socio-
political phenomenon that was formed under historically exceptional circumstances. 
Its fundamental purpose was to guarantee the physical security, identity, and the 
realisation of the rights of the people of Artsakh, independent of the classical 
approaches of international law (Հարությունյան 2023, 134–183). 

 
Conclusion 
The formation of the military systems of the Republic of Artsakh (RA) was de-

termined not only by the imperatives of war but also by the influence of regional 
and international factors. During the process of establishing independence and 
forming state structures, the institutional development of the defence system pla-
yed a crucial role not only in military but also in political sovereignty consolidation. 

The analysis demonstrates that the formation of the RA’s military systems can 
be seen as not only a mechanism for ensuring defence but also as an autonomous 
model of state governance, reflecting the unique status of the unrecognised state. 
The development of this system was conditioned by both internal and external chal-
lenges, among which the key factors were limited resources, international isolation, 
and changes in the regional security environment. 

Despite the complexities of formal institutionalisation, the RA's military system 
practically exhibited stability and adaptability under changing conditions. Particularly 
important in this process was the close relationship between military structures and 
civilian administration, which enabled the formation of an effective defence system 
without substantial external support. 

This study aims to contribute to the research on state military systems. It shows 
that the formation of such structures is influenced not only by strategic and military 
factors but also by institutional and socio-political developments. Future research 
will benefit from in-depth analysis that will focus on assessing the long-term stability 
and effectiveness of military governance systems, considering contemporary political 
developments. 
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