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Abstract - The Armenian sources, with the exception of Movses Dasxurants'i, don't mention
any "Afanshahik" noble dynasty. The basis for such an assumption by the Movses Dasxurants'i
may perhaps be the following report by Movses Khorenats'i: "After this, he (king Vagharshak
- H.K.) appoints as governor of the northeastern regions a great and renowned man of many
talents and wisdom, Aran, by the great river that flows through the vast plain, known as the
Kur. From his descendants, they say, arose the rulers of the Utians, Gardmanians, Tsavdeans,
and Gargarans". It is important to consider that by the time of Movses Khorenats'i (410 - late
5th century), the province of Arran had already been established, incorporating the Armenian
provinces of Utik and Artsakh. The historian, who was the first to explore the origins of
Armenian noble houses, crafted the legend of Afan to illustrate that these two regions, along
with their noble families, were Armenian. However, Khorenats‘i could not overlook the
administrative and political divisions of his own time. During his era, Utik and Artsakh were
integral parts of the marzpanate of Arran. Furthermore, the administrative center of the
marzpanate (late 5th - early 6th centuries) had shifted to the city of Partaw, located in the
district of Uti Afandznak. Since the name "Arran" was also applied to these Armenian
provinces, the supposed ancestor of the local noble families was identified as Afan of the
Sisakyan lineage. This information likely served as the basis for Dasxurants'i to assert that the
ruling dynasty of the Kur-Araxes interfluve was of Armenian Aransahik descent. However, a
close examination of the sources reveals that the territories of the supposed "Afanshahik”
nobles actually belonged to the principality of Gardman. The rulers of Gardman, being a
powerful noble family of the Armenian part of Arran, perhaps after Vachagan Ill the Pious,
became worthy of the title "Lord of Arran" known as Afansahik at that time. In this context, it
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becomes clear why the so-called "Aransahiks" ruled specifically in Gardman, despite the
existence of the Gardman princely dynasty. It is no coincidence that the Mihranids came
precisely to the Gardman region-presumably overthrowing the local "Afan3ahik" noble
dynasty, and thus established their dominance over Arran/Albania. In other words, a struggle
for power took place, as a result of which the Afansahik title and control over Gardman
passed to the Mihranid dynasty.

Udthnipmid - Cwjulwu wnpjnipubipp, pwgwnnigjudp Unubu Twutunipuiugnt, s6u hp-
sowwnwynd nplk «Unwuowhply» wqujwlwt Yud vwuwpwpwlwu wnhd: Mwndhsh' Udwu
wnbuwytwnh hphdpp pbpuu Ywpnn Ep (hubp Undubu funpbuwgne hbGnlyw) hwnnpnnup.
«unthbinl bw (Qwnwpowy wppwu - <.hu.) hnwhu-wpbbpwu Gpypwdwubph junwyw-
nhs £ uswuwynd dh dbd U hngwlwynp dwpn' pwqiwphy twnwunutph W hdwuwnniejwu
nbp Unwupu, d&d gbinh dnwn, npp hnund & jwjtwwnwpws hwppwywipny W hwjnup
npwbu Ynip: Lpw ubipniunubphg, wund Gu, dwaqb) Gu nunhwlwuubph, qupndwuwgh-
ubiph, dwynbiwghutiph L qupgwpwghubiph hofuwuubipp»: Ywpunp £ hwoyh wnub), np
Unyubu funpbuwgnt (410 - V nwph ybpg) dwdwuwly Unwu bwhwuqu wpnbu duwynpybi
Ep' pungpybind Nunpp b Upgwiu hwjulwu bwhwuqubpp: Mwwndhsp, npu wnwehtt |
thnpab| ubpyuywgut) hwuwlwu wquuwlwu wnubph Swgnuwp, Yuqdb) £ Unwuh Ggbunp'
gnyg wwint hwdwp, np wyu Gpynt Gpypwdwubpp b upwug wqujuwywu wnubpp hwjlwywu
Gu: Uwhwju funpbuwght skp Yupnn wuwnbub) hp dwdwuwyph Jupswlwu b pwnwpwwu
pwdwunwiubpp: Lpw wwpwsd nwpwopswund Munhpp b Upgwiup Unwu dwpquwunye-
Jwl wupwdwubih dwubipu thu: Pwgh wyn, bwhwugh Jupswlwt Ysuwmpnup (dnin V nuph
Jtpg - VI nwnph uyhgp) wbnuihnfudly Ep Mwpunwy pwnwp' Nunh Unwuduwly qudwnnid:
Lwup np «Unwu» wudwunwp wnwpwdynd tp twb wju hwjulwu vwhwuqubph Ypw,
nbnwlwu wqujwlwu nubph Gupwnpw] twjuwhwpp hwdwpyt| £ Uphuwywu Unwup:
Cwydwuwpwn, wu wbnbynygyniut £ hhdp dwnwjb; Ywufunipwugnt hwdwp' wunbng, np
Unip-Upwpu ghinbph dholt puwd nmwpwdph potunnubpp hwiywlwu Unwupwhhy nninhdhg
Ehu: Uwlwju wnpynipubph dwupwdwut nwnwuwuppnigyniup gnyg § twihu, np, wjuwbu
Ynsywd «Unwuowhhly» wqujulwuubph Gupwnpjw] mwpwdpubipp hwuwmwgh ywunlw-
ub| GU Qupndwup poluwunyejwup: Fwpndwuh hotluwuubpp, |hubiny hwulwu Unwup/
Unwuph hgnp wqujwlwu punwupp, hwjwuwpwp, Ydwswqwu Pwpbwwownh dwdw-
uwlubiphg hbinn wpdwuwgt tu «Unwuh wnbip» («Unwtwhhy») Ynsdwup: Wu hwdw-
nbpunnd wwpq £ nwnun, ph hugnt, wjuwtiu Ynsyws, «Unwuowhhlubinp» hotund Ehu
htug Fwpniwun' suwjwd Fwpndwuh holuwtwywu nnhdh gnyniejwup: Mwnwhww
sk, np UhhpwUjwuubpp quihu Gu hbug Gwpndwu qudwn' Bupwnpupwn nwwwbing
wnbnwywu «Unwupwhhly» wqujwlwu wnnhdht b wnwhuny hwunwwnnd hpbug qtiphg-
fuwunieyniup Unwup/Unuwuph ufuwndwdp: U Yepwy wuwd' nbnh £ niubund pofuwuw-
thnfunipyniu, nph 2unphhy Unwupwhhy whunnnup b Swpndwuh ufwndwdp yEpwhuyn-
nnienlut wugk| Gu UhhpwUjwu winhdhu: Uphpwujwuubphg hGnn win whwnnup Jupt
dwdwuwyny Ynnuw thu huwskuh hofuwup (IX n.) U Swudwyh wdhpp (X n.):

AHHOMayus — ApMAHCKME UCTOYHMKK, 3a uckntodeHnem Moececa JlacxypaHuu, He ynoMUHaKOT
0 Kakoil-nnbo 3HaTHOI guHacTum «ApaHwaxukoBy». OcHoBaHWeM AnA Nofo6HOro YTBEPHAEHNA,
BO3MOMHO, ABNAETCA cneayrownii coparmeHT n3 Tpysa Mosceca XopeHauu: «[locne storo oH
(uapb Barapwak - I.X.) HasHauyaeT nmpaBuTENeM CeBepO-BOCTOYHbIX obnacTeli BENUKOro u
MpOCNaBNEHHOro My:a, obnafatoLLero MHOrMMU TanaHTamnm U MyApocCTbio, ApaHa, y BennKoii
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peku, npoTekatoLLeii Yepes obOLLMPHYIO PaBHUHY, U3BECTHYIO Kak Kypa. V13 ero notomkos, Kak
FOBOPAT, BbILNM MpaBUTENU yTUIiLEB, rapiMaHLEB, LaBfeeB U raprapues». BaxHo yyecTb,
uyto npu MoBcece XopeHaun (410 - KoHel, V Beka) yse bbina ccopmypoBaHa MpOBUHLMA
AppaH, B cOCTaB KOTOpOIi BowM apMAHCKMe obnactn YTuk u Apuax. Uctopuk, koTopblii
NepBbIM UCCNeOBaN NPOUCXOKAEHNE aPMAHCKMX 3HATHbIX POJOB, co3fan nereHay o6 ApaHe ¢
LleNnbto MoKasaTb, 4YTO 3TV ABe 0bnactu, BMeCTe C UX 3HATHbIMU CEMbAMM, ObIN apMAHCKUMU.
OpHako XopeHauy He MOr MpoVrHoOpUpoBaTb aAMUHUCTPATUBHOE U MONNTUYECKOE AeneHne Ha
JaHHOM ucTopuyeckom oTpe3ke. B ero amoxy YTuk u Apuax 6biny HeEoTbemnemoi 4acTbro
nposuHUMn AppaH. Kpome Toro, agMMHUCTPATUBHBIM LEHTPOM 3TOW NpoBUHLMK (KOHew, V —
Hayano VI BB.) cTan ropog, lMapTaB, pacrionoMeHHblii B palioHe YT1 ApaHf3Hak. Tak Kak Has-
BaHWEe «AppaH» MCMONb30BaNoCh NMPUMEHUTENBHO W K 3TUM apMAHCKMM obnactam, mpeano-
naraeMmoro npefka MEeCTHbIX 3HaTHbIX cemeil cTanu HasbiBaTb ApaHom u3 popa CucakAHOB.
OTa uHdopmaLLmA, BEPOATHO, MOCNYKUIa OCHOBOI AnA yTBepxaeHua [lacxypaHum o Tom, 4To
npaeAWan auMHacTua mexaypedba Kypbl n Apakca npoucxopuna n3 apmaHckoro popa ApaH-
waxukos. OfHaKO BHUMaTeNbHOE U3YyYeHUEe UCTOYHUKOB MOKasblBaeT, YTO TeppUTOpPUM, Mpu-
nucbiBaemMble KHA3bAM «ApaHLUaxuk», Ha caMoM Aene npuHapiemany kHasectsy lapamaH.
MNpasutenn lappmaHa, ABNAACH NPeACTaBUTENAMM MOTYLLECTBEHHOrO 3HaTHOrO poja apMAH-
ckoro AppaHa, Bo3moMHo, nocne Bauyarana Bnarovectusoro, ygoctounuco Tutyna «Bnagbika
AppaHa», KOTopbIii B TO Bpema MOr Ha3blBaTbCA «ApaHLuaxuk». B aTom KoHTeKcTe cTaHOBUTCA
ACHO, NMoYyemy Tak HasblBaeMble «ApaHLlaxvMKku» NpaBuIM UMeHHO B [apamaHe, HeCMOTpA Ha
CyLL,eCTBOBaHWE MECTHOI rapamaHCKOW KHAmeckoll auHactuu. He cnyyaiiHo, 4TO MMEHHO B
lapamaH npuwnu MuxpaHugpl, NPefnonoKMTENbHO, CBEPIrHYB MECTHYHO 3HATHYHO AMHACTUIO
«ApaHLUaxmKos» U, Takum obpasom, ycTaHOBMB CBOO BRacTb Haf, AppaHom/AnbaHueii. VHbimm
cnosamu, umena mecto bopbba 3a BnacTb, B pesynbTaTe KOTOPO TUTYN ApaHLUaxuKk U KOHT-
ponb Hap [appmaHom nepewnu k guHactum MuxpaHupos. [Mocne MuxpaHupos 3ToT TUTYN
nonyunnu KHAsb XaveHa (IX B.) n amup laHp3aka (X B.).

Keywords - Aransahik, Arran, Armenia, Movses Dasxurants'i, Artsakh.
Zhduwpwnbp - Unwupwhhy, Unwu, <wjwuwnwu, Unubu Fwulunipwugh, Upguwtu:
KntoyeBble cnoea — ApaHiaxuk, AppaH, ApmeHns, Moscec [lacxypaHum, Apuax.

Introduction

In historiography, the views on the term "Afansahik" are ambiguous. Some
researchers considered it a nakharar (princely) dynasty (Toumanoff 1963, 257-258
ref. 362; Nynipwpjwu 1976, 86-87; Ttwupktwu 2005, 55; Gnhwqwnwu 2010, 37;
Jwpnwujwu 2018, 427), the others considered it a title (Minorsky 1958, 11 ref. 2,
13; Fapmues 2003, 104, 118; Xypwygan 2003, 192; Vacca 2017, 130-133). The latter,
although they considered it a title, linked the reasons and content of its emergence
to various events. Thus, in this article, we set out to examine the reports of the
sources and find out what the term "Afansahik" represented.

Reports about "Aiansahik"
The first information about "Afansahiks" is reported by Movses Dasxurants'i
(also called Katankatuats‘i), in chapter 27 of volume 1 of his book. Narrating the visit
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of Mesrop Mashtots® and his disciples to the place called Gis in the Uti district, the
historian notes: "A long time afterwards, a noble prince called Varaz-P‘eroz of the
Aransahik family intended to renovate the Old Church..." (Movsés Dasxurangi 1961,
55). The historian also mentions this Prince in the 32" chapter of volume 2, by
which he confirms that the house of Varaz Perozh, i.e., the dynastic domains, was in
a place called Gis in the Uti district (Movsés Dasxuranci 1961, 137). By the way,
Varaz Perozh was the son of the Mihranid Varaz Grigor, the first Prince of Arran
(Atvank’, Albania) (Movses Dasxuranci 1961, 109). Then, while telling about the
Mihranid dynasty (Pourshariati 2008, 70-75, 101-104; Maksymiuk 2015, 163-179)
in chapter 17 of volume 2 of his book, Daskhurantsi reports that "Vardan the Brave,
who built the fortress of Gardman in three years, with treachery in his heart, he
invited the Efansahiks, the ancient native Armenian (Haykazean) family. Preparing
for them the bread of perdition, he gave it to them to eat, and at that feast of their
own blood he beheaded sixty men. He spared only Zarmihr Efansahik, the husband
of one of the daughters of his family" (Movses Dasxuranci 1961, 108-109). It should
be noted, that earlier Dasxurants‘i mentioned that "When spring drew nigh, he (the

Mihran — H.K.) went to the upper regions of the district of Gardman, and cunningly
inviting twelve of its chieftains, put them to the sword, and took possession of the
country" (Movses Dasxuranci 1961, 108).

From these reports of the historian we can understand: 1. that the term "Aran-
Sahik" (also Efansahik) was used as a clan name; 2. Mihran, the founder of the Mih-
ranid dynasty, killed twelve Princes of the Gardman district and took control of the
province. 3. The same was done by his great-grandson Vardan the Brave. Here, the
following passage is important: "He spared only Zarmihr Eran3ahik, the husband
of one of the daughters of his family", i.e. if the "Afan8ahiks" had really betrothed
the Mihranids, then conspiring against them would be pointless. Such actions could
only be motivated by dynastic enmity. In addition, once Mihran the Great had
already massacred the local princes and taken over Gardman, which should have
excluded any in-law relationship with the Mihranids. And if we even assume that they
were connected by in-law ties, then they should have lost their position by accepting
the supremacy of the Mihranids. One more consideration, if the "Afansahiks" were
the owners of the native Haykazian Gardman district, then it was impossible that
Varaz Perozh, the eldest son of Mihranid Varaz Grigor, was called the prince of the
Aran$ahik clan. Thus, it turns out that the Mihranids massacred the Aransahiks twice
for the clan name.

One consideration relates to Vardan the Brave Gardmanats‘i. In the chapter 17
of volume 2, Movses Dasxuranci mentions that Vardan the Brave, who built the
Gardman fortress in three years, was the son of Mihranid Vard (Movsés Dasxuranci
1961, 108). And in Chapter 10 of Volume 3, the historian states that the Mihranid
Vardan the Brave was the chairman of the Atven assembly invited by the king
Vachagan Il Pious, who lived in Gardman (Movses Dasxuranci 1961, 197). If we take
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as a basis the report of the historian that Mihranids migrated to Utik' during the
reign of Khosrov Parvez, then it turns out that we are dealing with two Brave Vardan
Gardmanians. However, in reality, we are talking about only one Vardan the Brave
Gardmanatsi, so logically, the entry of the Mihranids to the Eastern part of Armenia
was earlier. Gardman's owner's honorable position of presiding over the Atven
assembly should be explained by the presence of a strong border-principality of
Gardman (Swynptwu 2020, 170-172. In the middle period of the Arshakuni king-
dom (3rd-4th centuries), Gardmanians were one of the powerful Armenian clans. In
the rank table (Gahnamak) the prince of Gardman was in 23rd place, and in the mil-
itary rank table the Gardmanians (with the 1000 soldiers) were part of to the force
of the Gugark" bdeskh. (Swynptiwtu 2011, 533, 543). The principality of Gardman
with Artsakh province after 451 was included in the Arran marzpanate, as a result of
which the name Arran-Atvank’ was also extended to the worlds of Utik* and Artsakh).

About the next "Afansahik" prince, Daskhurants‘i reports related to the 8th
century with an Arab raid against the Khazars: "The Efansahik Vatagan from among
the patricians of Albania, a brave and vigorous prince and a skilful archer, was
stationed with his army at his rear. The Khazars pursued him, but they were
defeated and put to flight" (Movses Dasxuranci 1961, 209). As the historian reports,
Prince of Arran Jvanshir Il was killed at this time (Movses Dasxuranci 1961, 209).
Then, the historian calls "Afansahik" the Sahl Smbatean (9th century) prince of
Khachen: "Lord Sahl i Smbatean Efansahik..." (Movses Dasxurangi 1961, 214, 217).
In this connection, it should be noted that none of Sahl Smbatean's (About Sahl
Smbatean see Minorsky 2020, 121-129) successors (Hovhannes, Atrnerseh, Hamam,
Grigor, etc.) are called "Afan3ahik" by the historian, by their assumed family name.
This suggests that it was a title indicating status: "Lord Sahl i Smbatean captures the
rebel Baban ... and he received sovereignty over Armenia, Georgia, and Albania, to
rule authoritatively and regally over all", "The Lord of Lords Yovhanngs, who
became lord of Armenia, Georgia, and Albania" (Movses Dasxurangi 1961, 217).
Which apparently was not used after Sahl Smbatean and his direct descendant
Hovhannes. Moreover, the 11th-12th century Arabian author from Darband,
Mammus al-Laqzi in his "History of Sharvan and Darband", in connection with the
wars waged by the Shirvanshahs (-9, mentions the Prince of Arran
(e «=l=)and the ruler with the title of Arrangah (")) (Minorsky 1958, 39 Arabian
text 15). The latter were the Shaddadians who settled in Gandzak in 971. The above
evidence once again shows that "Afansahik" was a title that passed to different rulers
in different periods.

It should be noted that Armenian sources, with the exception of Movses
Daskhurants‘i, don't mention any "Afansahik princely dynasty". Perhaps the follo-
wing report of Movses Khorenats‘i could serve as a basis for a similar assumption
for the narrator: "After this he (king Vagharshak - H.K.) established in the
governorship of the great and renowned and fertile northeastern region Arran, a
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man famous and outstanding in every deed of wisdom and sagacity; [this region] is
by the great river called Kur, which cuts the extensive plain. But know this, that in
the first book we forgot to mention this illustrious and famous race, the tribe of
Sisak, which inherited the plain of Albania and the mountainous region of the same
plain from the river Araxes as far as the fortress called Hnarakert. And the country
was called Aluank' [Albania] after the gentleness of his mode of life; for they called
him alu. Descended from him was this famous and valiant Arran whom the Parthian
Valarshak made military governor. From his offspring, they say, descend the families
of Uti and Gardman and Tsowdek and the principalities of Gargar" (Moses Khore-
nats‘i 1978, 139-140).

It should be taken into account that in the days of Movses Khorenats'i (around
410 - end of the 5th century), the Albanian marzpanate was already formed, which
included the Armenian provinces of Utik* and Arts‘akh. Movses Khorenats‘i, who was
the first to try to give the circumstances of the creation of Armenian nakharar
(princely) houses, in order to show that the above-mentioned two worlds (regions) with
their nakharar houses were Armenian, wove the narrative about the Arran governor.
However, on the other hand, Khorenats'i could not but refer to the administrative and
political division of his time. At that time, the provinces Utik' and Arts‘akh were a
constituent part of the Arran marzpanate, moreover, the center of the marzpanate
(late 5th - early 6th centuries) was moved to the town of Partaw in the Uti Arand-
znak district. And since the name Arran also extended to the Armenian provinces,
Sisakyan Aran became the presumed ancestor of the local Armenian princely houses.
Here, this information may have served as a basis for Movses Daskhurants'i, to
consider the ruling dynasty of Kur-Araksyan Mesopotamia as "Haykazun Afansahik".

However, a careful examination of the sources shows that the domains of the
alleged "Aransahik" princes actually refer to the principality of Gardman. The
Gardmanians being the powerful ruling dynasty of the Armenian part of Afan (Utik’,
Arts‘akh), as we will see below, after Vachagan Il Pious, the ruler of Arran-Albania,
at that time received the title of Afansahik (the proof of this is perhaps 5th-6th cen-
turies the Syrian chronicler Zacharias of Mitylene's account of the conquest of Amid
by the Persian king Kavad | (488-496, 498/499-531), in the 5th-6th centuries,
where mentioned: "But a certain Christian prince of the country of Arran"
(Zachariah of Mitylene 1899, 158). By the way, N. Pigulevskaya translated this part
of the source as "xpucmuanckuli yapex us 3emnu Apar" (Murynesckaa 1941, 152). It
is interesting that the chronicle about Arran reports that "Further the country of
Arran in the country of Armenia, and it has a prince/king subject to the king of Per-
sia" (Zachariah of Mitylene 1899, 328; MMurynesckaa 1941, 165). In this case, it
becomes clear why the so-called "Afansahiks" ruled in Gardman itself, in the event
that there was a Gardman family. And it is not a coincidence that the Mihranids
come to the same Gardman province, as if to massacre the local “Afansahiks"
princely clan, with which they captured the Arran.
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In other words, there is a struggle for power and the title of Afansahik goes to the
Mihranids along with Gardman (comparative with "a noble prince called Varaz-
P‘eroz of the Afansahik family" (Movses Dasxuranci 1961, 55), "Lord Viroy, thirty-
four years. He liberated the prisoners of Armenia, Georgia, and Albania from Sat'
Xazr. He requested King Xosrov to write the title ‘Lord of Gardman and prince of
Albania’ on letters to the governors (kusakal) of this country, and this is still written"
(Movses Dasxurangi 1961, 229). It can be assumed that the titles "Arransah[ik]" and
"Prince of Arran" are identical. The first being a Persian form, it gradually gave way
to or was expressed in the Arabic version).

Aran$ahik is composed of the Middle Persian words Arran (Aran), Albania, and
shah ($ah), king (Htbschmann 1897, 39), where the ik suffix of "Afansahik" is not a
derogatory form, meaning a little prince from Aran's generation (Myweran 1989,
23), but ending in the Persian 1k form, indicates affiliation, for example: Persian
(parsik), Pahlavi (pahlawik), Delmik (delumik), Armenian (*hayik). The first known
Middle Persian attestation of the title Arransah dates to the 5th century, referring to
king Arsvaghen/Yesvaghen (415/420-440/450) of Albania himself (Fag#unes 2003,
104, 118-119). In other words, the Middle Persian form Arransah was used for the
area geographically called Arran-Albania (from the maps created by us, it is clear
how the meaning and the borders of Arran changed. About Arran see Vacca 2020,
37-84; Khalifa-Zadeh Maksymiuk 2023, 167-182). From this it is not difficult to
conclude that the royal title granted to Vachagan Ill Pious by the King of Kings
Balash Sasanian (484-488) (in the borders of the former Arran marzpanate) should
also have been expressed in the Persian form Arransah (Swynptwu 2020, 159-
161). Then, in the first half of the 6th century, as a result of the de facto division of
the Arran marzpanate (it should be noted that although the marzpanate of Arran
was actually divided, as evidenced by the Arab chroniclers, the marzpanate status of
Arran was still not abolished. This is supported by the mentions of marzpans
Gaysak‘ and Sema VSnasp (Movses Dasxurangi 1961, 83, 96), when a number of
state formations emerged, the rulers of which were granted royal titles by the
Persian king Khosrow | Anushirvan (531-579) ("One of these was ‘Khak an al-Jabal’
[lord of the mountain] who bore the title ‘Sahib as-Sarir’ [holder of the throne] and
was named Wahrarzan-shah. Another was the king of Filan surnamed Filan-shah.

Others were 1abarsaran-shah ‘yhe \ing of al-Lakz surnamed Jarshan - shah, the king

of Maskat (whose kingship has been abolished), the king of Liran surnamed Liran-
shah and the king of Sharwan called Sharwan-shah" (Baladhuri 1916, 309), The title
of Arransah/ik passed to the prince of Gardman, whose de jure authority extended
over proper Albania and the Armenian provinces of Utik* and Arts‘akh.

Conclusion
Thus Aransahik meant the ruler or prince of Arran, and originally, when
conferred by a Persian king, was doubtless a title and not a family name. At the
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beginning of the 6th century, the ruler of the Armenian principality of Gardman was
awarded the title of Aranshahik, the ruler of Arran. Later, that title was held by the
Mihranids, and for a short time by the prince of Khachen and the amir of the
Gandzak.
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