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Abstract

The evolution of the Armenian community in the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
in the early 21st century is characterized by distinct features influenced by both the
state’s development and internal Armenian dynamics. This article delves into the
key aspects of the community’s progress in the UAE, focusing on cultural
preservation, Armenian media, community activities, migration patterns, and
efforts to uphold Armenian heritage through institutions like churches and one-day
and Sunday schools. With a history spanning nearly five decades — though the for-
mal establishment of the Armenian community in the UAE is commonly recogni-
zed as dating to 1980 — the community has successfully adapted to shifting global
and local contexts, particularly in the realm of technology and its impact on
Armenian identity. These shifts have significantly shaped community life, often
foreshadowing specific developments.

These elements demonstrate the development of a mature, forward thinking
community that has effectively managed the equilibrium between preserving their
culture and engaging actively in broader society. Through a focus on cultural
learning, preserving historical knowledge, and promoting interfaith discussions.
Armenians in the UAE confirm their position as protectors of a diverse heritage
and participants in worldwide discussions on unity, peace and harmony.

This study aims to offer a comprehensive examination of the developmental
stages in the past and present, exploring how the Armenian community in the UAE
is navigating its identity amidst rapid changes, striking a balance between tradition
and modernity, and contributing to the broader social and cultural fabric of the
Emirates.

* Submitted as of 30. X. 2025. The article was recommended for publication by the
scientific supervisor A. Eghiazaryan, Doctor of Historical Sciences (03. XI. 2025). It
was accepted for publication in 17. XI. 2025.

© Author/s, 2025. Available under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License.


https://doi.org/10.54503/0135-0536-2025.3-58

The peculiarities of the Current stage of Development of the Armenian ... 59

Introduction

The Armenian community in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), established in
the 1980s, has evolved into a dynamic and organized segment of the global Arme-
nian diaspora. Rooted in strong religious, cultural, and educational foundations, it
has successfully preserved Armenian identity within the UAE’s multicultural
environment. Migration patterns reveal both stability and adaptation, shaped by
economic opportunities, favorable policies, and cultural ties, while constrained by
limited paths to citizenship and higher education.

Educational institutions, notably the Armenian day schools in Sharjah and Abu
Dhabi, remain central to cultural continuity and now include students from mixed
families, reflecting demographic diversification. The absence of a consistent
Armenian press has been partly offset by digital platforms such as the “EmaHay”
website and Facebook page, though these lack the archival depth of earlier
publications like “Tebi Yerkir”, “Shepor” and “Terakeghzi”.

Overall, the community exemplifies a resilient model of diasporic adaptation —
balancing cultural preservation with integration into Emirati society and embracing
digital transformation as part of its ongoing development.

Recent Trends in Armenian Migration to and from the UAE in the current phase

1. Armenians Migration to the UAE and the Factors Contributing to It

The Armenian community in the UAE is a relatively small Christian commu-
nity, consisting of approximately ten thousand members who have migrated from
different countries of the Diaspora, including Armenia. The Armenian community
established two churches, one in Abu Dhabi and the other in the Sharjah emirate!.

In the 1980s, the Armenian community in the UAE developed distinct characte-
ristics as a result of Armenians migrating to the country. Initially, two Armenian
communities were established in the UAE: one in Sharjah-Dubai and Abu Dhabi.
Due to the scattered population, there are no organized Armenian communities in
those Emirates, leading to the absence of community structures such as Armenian
churches and schools.

In the past 15 years, there have been two new waves of Armenian migration to
the UAE from Armenia and the Middle East. The migrants from Armenia consist
of two distinct groups: those who relocate with their families for an extended period
and those who are business people that return to Armenia after a brief period in the
UAE?. It is important to mention that starting from February 1, 2024, Armenian
citizens are allowed to enter, exit, and transit through the UAE without the need for
an entry visa or fee. Additionally, the passport of an Armenian citizen must have a
validity of at least 6 months from the date of arrival in the UAE®. This also
contributed to Armenians having opportunities to seek employment, potentially
succeed, and remain in the country. In 2009, the community had more people
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moving in than moving out, with arrivals and settlers consistently exceeding
departures®.

These patterns of immigration to and emigration from the UAE underscore the
constantly changing and dynamic nature of the UAE’s Armenian Diaspora,
influenced by economic prospects, policy shifts, and individual decisions.

Today, the UAE is home to a significant Armenian community. Out of the
estimated 10,000 Armenians in the UAE, a substantial portion, possibly half or at
least one-third, are actively involved in community activities. However, it is worth
noting that integrating them into the broader community can be challenging as they
may not engage with traditional community structures in the same way as others.
While there are a few exceptions, the majority of Armenians from Armenia living
in the UAE do not frequently engage or interact with the Armenian community®.
Rare instances of interaction do occur, but they are not common.

In recent years, young professionals from Lebanon and Syria have primarily
found employment in the fields of modern technology sector, particularly in media.
There is also a small number of young Armenians of European, Canadian, and
American descent from the Middle East who work as civil servants in various
regions. However, their numbers are limited, and they typically stay for a short
period on contract before returning. In contrast to other nations, individuals who
arrived in the UAE originally intended to return to their home countries after a brief
period of work. However, due to the welcoming environment and the support of
the late President Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al-Nahyan, the Armenians who initially
came to Abu Dhabi for temporarily work ended up staying longer than anticipated,
leading to the establishment of a thriving Armenian community in the city®.

Presently, it is estimated that there are between 9,000 and 10,000 Armenians
residing in the UAE’.

2. The immigration and emigration patterns of the Armenian community in the
UAE are influenced by factors such as economic opportunities, political stability,
and connections to the global Armenian Diaspora

The immigration patterns have been influenced by economic opportunities,
favourable policies, and cultural and religious connections, including:

— Economic opportunities: The UAE’s robust economy and tax-free environ-
ment and expanding job market — supported by Armenian-owned businesses —
attract professionals from Armenia and the wider Diaspora. The UAE’s position as
a key trading centre in the Middle East offers Armenians from Armenia, Lebanon,
Russia, and other Nations avenues for professional growth®,

4 https:// www. azad-hye.com/articles/2242/.
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— UAE-friendly policies’: The UAE has implemented visa reforms, including
long-term visas for skilled workers and entrepreneurs. The introduction of the
“Golden Visa™'* has been instrumental in enabling long-term residency programs
and encouraging individuals to settle in the country for economic stability and
quality of life.

— Cultural and religious connections: The Armenian Apostolic Churches and
day schools in the UAE function as hubs for the Armenian community, fostering a
sense of belonging for new families and individuals seeking connections with
fellow Diaspora members'!.

Overall, the UAE’s economic environment, supportive policies, and established
community institutions have made it an increasingly appealing place for Armenians
seeking stability and advancement.

Trends in Armenian Migration from the UAE in the Current Phase

When describing migration trends, it is important to note that there have been
primarily limited opportunities for citizenship and education. These factors can
be summarized as follows:

— Permanent Residency and Citizenship: Armenian migration from the UAE
is shaped primarily by limited pathways to permanent residency or citizenship.
Since the UAE remains a “temporary residency’” destination, some Armenians
seek long-term settlement options in countries like the U.S., Canada, or Aust
ralia. Nevertheless, many long-term residents — living in the UAE for decades —
do not view the absence of citizenship as a major concern'?.

— Education and Political Stability: Younger Armenians often move abroad
for better educational prospects or to join larger Armenian communities,
particularly in the United States. Although overall emigration remains modest
and the UAE’s political stability is valued, family reunification continues to be a
key motivation for relocation.

Thus, immigration and emigration trends within the Armenian community in
the UAE are influenced by economic opportunities, political stability, and
internal movements within the broader global Armenian Diaspora.

Armenian Community Life in the UAE (Event Analysis)

To understand the cultural and social development of the Armenian commu-
nity in the UAE in the early 21st century, an event-based analysis is essential.
Examining community activities reveals both stable patterns and emerging
trends, allowing for a comparative understanding of change over time.

One of the few systematic sources of information is the Emahay'® Facebook
page, which documents community events. A comparison of posts from 2012—

? https://chooseuae.com/government-support-and-initiatives-for-business-indub
ai/; https://chooseuae.com/category/entrepreneurship-in-uae/page/20/.

10" https://gulfnews.com/uae/government/how-to-obtain-a-uae-golden-visa-all-yo
u-need-to-know-1.500192076. July 09, 2025.

1 Meeting with former community chairman Nishan Basmajian.

12 https://agbu.org/yerablur-price-war/success-story-dubai.

13 https://www.facebook.com/ EmaHay.
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2014 and 2022-2024 shows clear growth in both the scale and diversity of
activities. While earlier years focused largely on church celebrations, school
events, and basic cultural initiatives, the recent period reflects a broader cultural
landscape, including theatre, dance troupes, and sports groups.

The 2012-2014 period is particularly significant, as the launch of the Emahay
page in 2012 marked the beginning of the community’s digital documentation of
cultural life. Comparing this early phase with current practices illustrates a decade
of expansion and professionalization in event organization and communication.

Key differences also appear in presentation styles: earlier posts consisted
mainly of photo collections with minimal captions, often in English, whereas
recent content features more detailed and structured descriptions in Armenian.

The analysis of the events of the Armenian community in the above-mentioned
years 2012-2014 and 2024-2025 shows that the community is mainly focused on
church-religious, inter-church relations, educational, cultural, interstate and inter-
religious dialogue, diplomatic, and events of an ambassadorial nature for the Re-
public of Armenia.

Church and Religious Events: For small and newly established communities
like the Armenian community in the UAE, the ceremonies surrounding the
foundation and consecration of churches hold great significance.

The series of church-related celebrations and national events that the commu-
nity organises serve as a testament to its continued efforts to preserve its heritage.
Annual events, such as “The Feast of the Annunciation”, “The Feast of the Trans-
lators”, “The Feast of Vartanants”, “The Feast of St. Sarkis”, “The Feast of the
Ascension”, “The Feast of Vartavar”, as well as the Nativity and Easter celebra-
tions, further illustrate the community’s devotion to its faith and traditions.

1. Inter-church relations: The Armenian community actively fosters ecume-
nical cooperation. His Eminence Bishop’s participation and speech at the
Abrahamic Family House', along with the involvement in the annual meetings
of the Gulf Council of Churches' and hosting the clergy of the Gulf Council
exemplify the community’s commitment to promoting a multicultural and
tolerant environment in the UAE. Such engagement enhances the visibility of
Armenians within the UAE’s multicultural and tolerant religious landscape.

2. Educational Developments: Armenian day schools in the UAE have
evolved from temporary church halls to dedicated facilities within church
complexes, reflecting the integration of education and religious life. This deve-
lopment underscores the community’s commitment to preserving language,
culture, and faith. Regular parent meetings, cultural events, school excursions,
and celebrations of national and religious holidays further reinforce students’
connection to Armenian heritage.

3. Participation in Interstate and Interreligious Dialogue Events: One of the
most notable achievements of the Armenian community in 2024-2025 is the

14 https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid= 1021541240009341 &set= pcb.102154
1596675972.

15 https://www.facebook.com/photo/? fbid=1007842968045835&set=pcb.100784
3391379126; https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1007842594712539&set=pc
b. 1007843391379126.
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involvement of the Armenian Diocese in the UAE Flag Day'® and its active
participation in interreligious dialogue. The Primate represented the Catholico-
sate of the Great House of Cilicia at key conferences, including the International
Dialogue of Civilizations and Tolerance Conference (2025)!7 and “The First
Regional Conference of the 2018 Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom on
Interfaith Tolerance Education to Combat Extremism”'® organized by the US
Embassy in Abu Dhabi and the Ministry of Solidarity. These activities reflect the
community’s commitment to fostering interfaith understanding, countering extre-
mism, and contributing to the UAE’s multicultural and tolerant environment.

4. Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide Victims: Annual ceremonies,
including wreath-laying at the Armenian Genocide Cross (Khachgqar), honor the
martyrs and educate younger generations. These commemorations reinforce Arme-
nian identity, unity, and the preservation of historical memory within the UAE
diaspora.

5. Participation of Community Representatives in Diplomatic, Abrahamian
Family, and Abu Dhabi Minorities Office Events: The Armenian community’s in-
volvement in events hosted by the UAE’s diplomatic, religious, and cultural orga-
nizations underscores their understanding and respect for the country’s multicul-
tural fabric. Key engagements include Iftar dinners hosted by the US Ambassador
(March 20, 2024)", the Abu Dhabi Minorities Office and Sheikh Zayed Mosque
(April 2,2024)*, and the Abrahamic Family House (April 17,2023)*'. Additional
events involved the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Syrian Embassy, as well
as the Community Development Department (CDD), promoting unity, tolerance,
and coexistence. These activities strengthen interfaith dialogue, foster integra-
tion, and reinforce the Armenian community’s presence in the UAE’s diverse
social and diplomatic environment.

6. National Holidays and State Events of the Republic of Armenia: The
Embassy of the Republic of Armenia in the UAE organizes annual events to
celebrate national holidays, foster community cohesion, and strengthen diploma-
tic and public ties. Key events include: a concert for the 107th anniversary of the
First Republic of Armenia (June 8, 2025) attended by the Ambassador and Consul
General; a concert marking the 33rd anniversary of Armenia’s Independence
(September 22, 2024); the 28th anniversary celebration at the Embassy in Abu

16 https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=948672803962852&set=pcb.9486733
67296129.

17" https://idctconference.org/uae-fosters-dialogue-of-tolerance-at-the-internation
al-dialogue-of-civilizations-and-tolerance-conference-2025/; https://www.facebook.
com/photo?fbid=1028886382608160&set=pcb.1028 851412611657.

18 https://hedayah.com/news/launch-of-abu-dhabi-guidelines-on-teaching-interfa
ith-tolerance-education/.

19 https://www.facebook.com/photo/? fbid=800651835431617 &set=a.550209987
142471.

20 https://www.facebook.com/photo/?tbid=80749452808068 1 &set=pcb.8074945
51414012.

21 https://www. abrahamicfamilyhouse.ae/?lang=en.
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Dhabi (September 29, 2019) attended by Dr. Thani Bin Ahmed Al Zeyout and
Sheikha Lubna Al Qassimi; the 25th independence anniversary (September 21,
2016); and an official dinner in honour of His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the
Armenian Church (May 7, 2016). These events reflect the Embassy’s commit-
ment to promoting Armenian culture, heritage, and its ties with the UAE.

7. The participation of the Armenian community in various events: The Arme-
nian community’s involvement in religious, cultural, and state-diplomatic events
reflects its evolution beyond heritage preservation, actively contributing to a
more inclusive and interconnected UAE society. The country’s openness and
respect for diverse cultures and religions provide a foundation for the community
to engage broadly while maintaining its traditions. Such participation enhances
the visibility of Armenians in the UAE and underscores their role in promoting
tolerance, coexistence, cultural exchange, and universal human values?.

Summary of Historical Developments and Current Trends in the Arme-
nian Community Life in the UAE

The Armenian community in the UAE demonstrates a clear pattern of cultural
preservation, active participation, and integration into Emirati society. Key trends
include:

— Cultural and Religious Milestones: In 2023, the Armenian Apostolic Church
of Sharjah celebrated its 40th anniversary, highlighting its role as a spiritual,
cultural, and social hub for Armenians in the UAE.

— Community Engagement: Regular events at the Armenian Community Centre
foster participation in church services, cultural activities, and social gatherings,
promoting multicultural exchange while preserving Armenian heritage.

— Economic Participation: Armenian professionals* and entrepreneurs® have
increasingly contributed to sectors such as technology, hospitality, trade, consul-
ting®, education®®, construction, property owners?’ and automotive services. This
growing economic participation is a clear indicator of the community’s increasing
role in the UAE’s knowledge-based economy. The emergence of young
Armenian entrepreneurs is a testament to the trend of greater professional and

22 https://en.emirates7.com/article/4942.14-05-2025; https://www.facebook.com/
photo/?fbid=1095578989272232&set=a.550209987142471.

23 Hakop Aynedjian Senior lecturer Khalifa University, in Abu Dhabi. He is a
member of the International Chamber of Commerce National Committee Armenia
(ICC NC Armenia). — https://www.facebook.com/ICCArmenia/photos/we-have-the-
pleasure-to-announce-that-hakop-aynedjian-based-in-abu-dhabi-uae-is-/128689130
3446357/? rdr. May 6, 2025.

24 Meet the founder of the top modern Armenian-Arabic cuisine in Dubai Vahagn
Grigoryan (V. G.). — https://armenianweekly.com/2025/01/14/meet-the-founder-of-
the-top-modern-armenian-arabic-cuisine-in-dubai/. January 14, 2025.

25 https://www.consultancy-me.com/news/10112/ward-howell-installs-armenian-
duo-at-helm-of-middle-east-business. January 30, 2025.

26 https://www.akademikka.com/founder.

27 https://hetq.am/en/article/ 97848. 26 Mar, 2019.
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economic inclusion, with the community contributing significantly to the broader
development of the UAE’s knowledge-based economy?®,

Overall, the community continues to adapt to its environment while maintaining
strong cultural roots, actively engaging in the UAE’s social, economic, and cultural
life.

Armenian Educational Life in the UAE: Status and Possible Deve-
lopments

One of the important and noteworthy aspects of the development of the
Armenian community in the UAE is the status of educational life. The Armenian
day school plays a crucial role in preserving Armenian identity and is central to the
community’s commitment to its survival. While it is not a full-time school and
lacks state recognition, it remains a significant institution. Today, the Armenian
community in the UAE is better prepared to ensure that future generations preserve
their Armenian identity through cultural and linguistic education, as well as by
fostering a deeper connection to their heritage.

Armenian educational life in the UAE has unique and distinct characteristics,
influenced or shaped by both the unique aspects of the Armenian community and
the supportive environment provided by the UAE government. This includes the
generous gestures of the Emirates of Sharjah on April 16, 1996 and Abu Dhabi in
2006, such as donating land for the construction of church complexes* which
demonstrate a welcoming and appreciate attitude toward Armenians in the region.

Referring to the two Armenian Day Schools in Sharjah and Abu Dhabi, UAE,
as well as the Sharjah Sunday School, it is important to note that the decision to
establish an Armenian school in the UAE was realized with the first National
Council in 1980. This led to the foundation of the Sharjah and Abu Dhabi Day
Schools, ensuring that Armenian students would not be deprived of an Armenian
education. In March 1980, a day school began operating in Sharjah with 26
students, ranging from 5 to 10—12 years old. The Armenian language, history, reli-
gion, and music were taught in a shared space, often under less-than-ideal
conditions, with movable boards dividing classrooms. The school relied on the
voluntary efforts of dedicated teachers, a feature that contrasted with schools in
other Diaspora communities. The official opening took place on April 8, 1980. In
1982, the first board of trustees was appointed, which worked to prepare and submit
an educational program to the National Council. Teachers maintained attendance
books, grade books, and organized regular teacher meetings™.

It should be noted that the Ohannesian One-Day National Armenian School of
the Northern Emirates (Sharjah-Dubai) and the Armenian Khanoyan One-Day
National Armenian School of Abu Dhabi have been continuously operating since

28 https://gulfnews.com/business/markets/uae-tops-global-entrepreneurship-ranki
ngs-for-fourth-consecutive-year-1.500080499. April 02, 2025.

29 https://emahay.com; https://www.president.am/hy/press-release/item/2016 /11/
09/President-Serzh-Sargsyan-visited-Abu-Dhabi/.

30 Meeting with former school principals: Mrs. Satig Kambourian, Mr. Nishan
Basmadjian.
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their foundation, thanks to the National Council and the unwavering support of
various benefactors. These schools operate with a volunteer management and
teaching staff, which are remarkable and highly commendable features.

In the early years, the classes of the Armenian One-Day School of the UAE were
held in a hall next to the Indian Catholic St. Michael Church in Sharjah (now
demolished), which was rented by the National Council. The classrooms were
divided using movable boards, and the school had four classes: two for kindergarten
and two for elementary levels. As the number of students grew over time, additional
classes were added.

The educational program, which includes Armenian Language, Armenian
History, Religion, and Song, was taught every Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
with each teaching period lasting 45 minutes>'.

In 1998, with the construction of the St. Gregory the Illuminator Church
complex, the Armenian Day School finally acquired its own building and was
renamed “Ohannesian Armenian Day School” in recognition of the generous dona-
tion made by the community benefactor Harout Ohannesian®?. This step symbol-
lized the community’s commitment to providing a constructive and sustainable
educational environment for future generations.

The acquisition of the allocated area provided the school with the opportunity
to expand and enhance its capabilities, offering a more conducive learning
environment. The school’s curriculum includes Armenian language, Armenian
history, culture, song and music, religion, and various subjects related to Armenian
heritage. The day school consists of three main sections: 1) Kindergarten. Students
who are three years old begin attending school, and after completing the three
grades of kindergarten, they receive a corresponding certificate, 2) Primary School.
After one year of preparation in the preparatory class, students begin the six-year
primary school courses, 3) Secondary School. Over a three-year academic period,
the school aims to equip students with as much knowledge as possible.

As noted in our previous study, Armenian Cultural Heritage in the UAE:
Strategies and Challenges for Identity Presentation®, the goal of the day schools
was not just to provide general education, but specifically to offer Armenian
education and, in particular, to teach the native language.

The Armenian Day Schools in Sharjah and Abu Dhabi do not have state
recognition®®. They have departments for kindergarten, primary school, and up to
grade 9 in secondary school. The school has held its end-of-year event annually,
continuing this tradition to this day.

In the 20092010 academic year, the Ohannesian Armenian Day School was
attended by 161 students, with a staff of 18 volunteer teachers, under the leadership
of Nishan Basmajian.

31 Meeting with former school principals: Mrs. Satig Kambourian, Messrs Nishan
Basmadjian and Viken Klndjian and teacher Ms. Mayda Topalian.

2Menkechian(Mangassarian).2024, N 2, 52-53.

3 Menkechian(Mangassarian).2024, Ne 2, 52.

3 Menkechian(Mangassarian).2024, Ne 2, 52.
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In response to a proposal from the AGBU, during this academic year, the
Ohannesian Day School became the first day school to offer online Armenian
history courses in both Armenian and English through the Armenian Virtual
College (AVC). The first class had 8 students, and the second class had 4 students®”.

Let’s assume that the children of newlywed or recently settled families in the
Armenian community in the UAE are those who attend the Armenian Day School
(although this may not always be the case). For example, among my personal
acquaintances, Hasmik Chaghrian’s two children, Hayk and Arek, and Alin
Pontikian’s children, Hakobik and Sofia, do not attend the Armenian school,
primarily due to its distance from their homes.

As of 2025, the current number of Armenian students attending the Ohannesian
Day School in Sharjah stands at 257, out of an estimated 10,000 Armenians in the
UAE. This suggests that there are at least 257 Armenian families in the UAE, with
one or two children per family possibly attending the school. However, this is only
an estimate, as there is no official census data on the Armenian community in the
UAE, and no precise figures on whether all Armenian children attend day schools.
Therefore, it is difficult to determine the exact percentage of Armenian children
attending day schools. The 257 students also include children from mixed
marriages.

Nevertheless, we can conclude that the day school plays a pivotal role in
promoting and preserving Armenian identity within the community. The school is
supported by 33 Armenian teachers, a principal, and a board of trustees consisting
of 5 Armenian individuals, all of whom serve on a voluntary basis without
payment.

The Armenian Day School in Abu Dhabi began in 1981, with its classes initially
held in other schools. For a period during the 1990-1991 academic year, classes
were held in the home of Principal Tamar Der Hovhannesian.

In the 2001 academic year, 55 children attended the Abu Dhabi Day School
every Wednesday. By the 2005-2006 academic year, the number of students had
decreased to 42, with 10 volunteer teachers®’. In the 20242025 academic year, the
number of students at the Abu Dhabi Khanoyan Armenian Day School was 24,
with a principal and 9 teaching staff members?®.

His Holiness Catholicos Aram I consecrated the new Armenian Orthodox
Church of the Holy Martyrs in Abu Dhabi on December 12, 2014. The complex
includes the church, a prelacy building, a school®. This event marked the
establishment of a dedicated building for the Armenian Day School in Abu Dhanbi.

2010, 7:

36 <<alil[ll1[1>> (CWFJWJ), JLUJ[IU 2001, ﬁﬁL 4, 13:
2006, 4:

38 https://www.facebook.com/photo/?bid=934446985385434&set=pcb.9344474
45385388.

39 https://archive.aztagdaily.com/archives/217978. 15 December, 2014.
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Subsequently, the school was named as the Abu Dhabi Khanoyan Armenian Day
School in honour of Mr. Ara Khanoyan, a generous supporter and benefactor for
the community*’. It should be noted that the management and teaching staff of the
Ara Khanoyan Day School work on a voluntary basis, without payment. The
educational program follows the same curriculum as the one at the Ohannesian Day
School in Sharjah, including similar classes and other educational activities.

The Sharjah Sunday school: For over 25 years, the Sunday school, founded in
2001, has made a significant contribution to the Christian upbringing and education
of the community. It is one of the key spiritual structures that unite generations,
alongside the Church.

The Sunday School Department frequently organizes meaningful and
constructive spiritual classes that encourage students to reflect more deeply on
Christian values. These spiritual lessons have a positive impact on the mind-set and
lives of Sunday school students.

The Sharjah Sunday School continues to operate for two hours once a week,
from October to May. From its establishment until the 2021-2022 academic year,
classes were held on Thursdays from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. However, starting in 2022,
the classes moved to Fridays, from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

For school-age children, Christian education is essential, taking place both
within the family home and in the Sunday school*!. The Sunday school serves its
mission as a place to educate generations in Christian principles, nurturing them
under the guidance of God*.

In 2019, by decision of the Church Committee, Mrs. Arda Basmajian was
appointed as the teacher-in-charge of the Sunday school at St. Gregory the
Illuminator Church, replacing the previous teacher-in-charge, Mrs. Vartouk
Karakulian-Pilibbosian, who had served for 21 years. Mrs. Vartouk Karakulian-
Pilibbosian has been appointed as the principal of the Ohannesian One-Day
National School in Sharjah in 2019 and continues to serve in this role to this day*.
Currently, the Sunday School of St. Gregory the Illuminator Church in Sharjah has
70 students and 8 teachers. It is worth noting that Sunday school students regularly
serve as scribes during the Holy Mass every Sunday at the church.

It is also important to recognize the benefactors who believe in the positive
impact of Sunday school on Armenian children’s education. These individuals have
generously supported the religious programs of the Sunday school through their
financial contributions and donations.

The One-day schools of the UAE, along with National Armenian Schools in the
Diaspora in general, play a unique role as centres of cultural preservation rather
than merely traditional academic institutions. Unlike many day schools, the
primary focus of the UAE’s Armenian day schools is on teaching the Armenian

OMenkechian. 2024, Ne 2, 52-53.

41 https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=671760422925939&set=pcb.671766 92625
862.

42 https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1118165564952087&set=pcb.111816
5938285383.

43 https://www.facebook.com/photo/?thid=2005493916219243&set=a.2835471 71747268.
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language and heritage, rather than following a state-recognized curriculum.
Furthermore, this distinctive, informal, and deeply cultural approach to education
in the UAE — supported by dedicated volunteer teachers and community benefac-
tors — is another notable feature of these institutions.

In general, Armenian educational institutions reflect the Diaspora’s unique
approach to preserving Armenian identity in a multicultural, non-Armenian
environment.

Comparing the past and present state of Armenian schools in the UAE, it should
be noted that the Armenian day schools in the UAE have experienced significant
development since their establishment in 1980 and 1981. Thus:

— Initially operating from modest rented premises with limited resources, the
schools have flourished by securing their own buildings, which offer better
amenities and a more structured environment conducive to learning. The unwa-
vering dedication of volunteer teaching staff, principals, and national benefactors
has supported the day schools for years. They receive their spiritual reward by
educating new generations in Armenian education*,

— A major challenge has been the lack of specialized teaching staff in Armenian
schools in the UAE. In 1980, the first National Council reported to the “Committee
for Cultural Relations with Diaspora Armenians™*, and almost every summer, one
teacher and two students from the UAE schools were guests of the Committee.
Teachers also participated in summer training courses organized by the “Com-
mittee for Cultural Relations with Diaspora Armenians”. In 1983, at the invitation
of* the “Committee for Cultural Relations with Diaspora Armenians”, teachers
from the UAE Day School attended teacher training courses in Armenia®’.

— In addition to the teacher training courses, seminars*® and workshops®, held
in the Armenian day schools in the UAE, there is an even greater need to prepare
specialist Armenologists, Armenists. In this regard, it is essential to take advantage

4 Ohannesian Armenian Day School, https:/tinyurl. com/24tw2pv4. — https://ti
nyurl.com/4nktb7dc (accessed 30 November, 2016).

4 On June 25, 1962, the Committee for Cultural Relations with the Armenian
Diaspora was founded in Yerevan, the main task of which was to strengthen and
expand patriotic and cultural ties with the Armenian diaspora. The Committee ceased
to operate in 1998. — https://nt.am/am/dates/427/ (accessed 25 June, 2025).

46 Tn 1984, 1 teacher from the UAE came to Yerevan to participate in teacher training
courses in Soviet Armenia. ( zl.llJLlllllnl.uil[l l.lqu_lu'l[lil l.u[1[ll[lL, 4) 875, g 13 q. 7, [J 18) In
1984, two young man juvenile from the UAE came to Armenia to spend their summer
vacation in the Pioneer Camps of Soviet Armenia. (ujumnmuisfy wmgguyfis wipfufu, .
875, 5.13, 4. 7, [#. 19).

47 Feedback from the field research with former principal Nishan Basmajian and
teacher Mayda Totalian.

4 https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4904513196317286&set=pcb.49045143
72983835.

# https:// www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=695567725940029&set=pcb.6955678
82606680.
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of the “Armenology” Master’s Program at Yerevan State University>, created in
cooperation with ‘the Hamazkayin Educational and Cultural Union’, along with
‘Hamazkayin’ scholarships. The Diaspora needs specialized Western Armenian
teachers, and their preparation for such roles requires special attention and care.

A comparison of past and present realities and processes, based on my field
research data, reveals several areas of progress and growth:

— At present, two Armenian day schools operate within the Armenian
community of the UAE: The Ohannesian National One Day School in Sharjah and
the Ara Khanoyan National Day School in Abu Dhabi. The enrolment at the
Ohannesian School in Sharjah has grown significantly — from 26 students at the
time of its establishment to 257 students today. In contrast, the Ara Khanoyan
School in Abu Dhabi has experienced a decline in enrolment, from 55 to 35
students, as many Armenian families increasingly choose to settle in Dubai.

— The Ohannesian National Day School in Sharjah accommodates not only
children from Armenian families but also those from mixed marriages, reflecting
the community’s inclusive approach and its commitment to engaging younger
generations of Armenians. This development underscores the growing awareness
among members of the Armenian Diaspora of the importance of preserving their
heritage and language, even within the multicultural environment of the UAE.

A comparison of past and present realities and processes also reveals the
challenges the community faces in:

— Preserving the Armenian language and sustaining cultural education in the
UAE. Based on my field research, it is worth noting that despite the aforementioned
progress, the Armenian schools still lack official state recognition — a long-standing
issue that continues to challenge the community. In reality, there is no officially
recognized Armenian day school in the UAE, and this concern has repeatedly been
raised by the National Council over the years. However, it remains a matter beyond
the community’s direct capacity to resolve.

— Another persistent challenge is the shortage of specialized educational
professionals and the limited pool of volunteers. As previously mentioned, efforts
have been made to train pedagogical staff and Armenian-language teachers through
the “Armenian Studies” Master’s program, organized by the “National Educational
and Cultural Union” in cooperation with Yerevan State University and supported
by “Hamazkayin” scholarships®'.

The primary mission of the Armenian day schools in the UAE has been to
provide an environment in which Armenian children can connect with their roots,
speak the Armenian language, and learn about their rich cultural heritage. The
emphasis has always been on Armenian education — particularly on language lear-
ning — rather than on offering a general academic curriculum or formal certification.

In conclusion, a comparison of past and present developments clearly shows
that Armenian schools in the UAE have experienced significant growth and
progress over the years. The community’s steadfast dedication to preserving

30 https: //www.ysu.am/faculty/71/educational-program-372.
ST https://tinyurl.com/4uy4zkxd.hamazkayin.com.
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Armenian culture and language has remained central to the schools’ mission since
their inception. Although the schools continue to face challenges, including the lack
of official state recognition, the shortage of volunteer teaching staff and specialized
educators, and the reliance on the hard work and generosity of benefactors, their
continued growth and resilience within a multicultural environment stand as a
testament to their enduring cultural mission and to the distinctive character of
Armenian education in the UAE.

The Absence of the Armenian Press in the UAE at the Present Stage and
the Possibilities for Filling the Gap

The Armenian press has long been an important tool for intra-community com-
munication, the dissemination of information, and the consolidation of community
life. One of the defining features of the development of the Armenian community
in the Diaspora — and particularly in the UAE — has been the emergence and evo-
lution of the local Armenian press. The Armenian press in the UAE has played a
significant role in the establishment and growth of the community, serving as both
a medium of expression and a means of preserving identity.

The formation of the Armenian community in the UAE is closely connected to
the early waves of Armenian migration during the mid-20th century. As Armenians
began to settle in the Gulf region, they sought ways to preserve their cultural
identity and, in particular, their language in a foreign environment. One of the key
manifestations of this effort was the creation of the Armenian press. During this
formative period, the Armenian press was not only a vehicle for information but
also a symbol of resilience and perseverance in the face of challenges encountered
in a new country.

In the early years of community formation, the press played a vital role in
preserving Armenian culture. It served as a medium for safeguarding history,
language, and traditions, ensuring that younger generations remained connected to
their heritage. At a time when the community was still small and geographically
dispersed, the press functioned as a unifying force, linking Armenians from
different parts of the UAE and fostering a sense of collective belonging.

The first Armenian-language press in the UAE was a youth periodical, followed
by the Newsletter of the National Council of the Armenian Community, which
continued to be published periodically and covered topics related to culture and
community life. However, most of these print periodicals had a short lifespan and
were eventually discontinued.

One of the earliest examples of the Armenian press in the UAE was the youth
periodical,

“Tebi Yerkir” launched in 1992 by a group of Armenian teenagers aged 13 to
16 living in the UAE. Only three issues were published, making it the first
Armenian-language print medium in the country. The issues were produced in
limited quantities and contained materials such as a chronology of the Artsakh
struggle for self-determination (February 1988 — October 1992), photographs of
freedom fighters, patriotic song lyrics, and community messages.
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The publication of the youth periodical “Tebi Yerkir” was eventually
discontinued as its young editors and contributors became occupied with their
higher education pursuits®?.

The newsletter of the National Council of the Northern Emirates and Dubai,
“Shepor” published its first issue on October 26, 1999, followed by the second issue
two days later, on October 28, and the third issue on November 26, 1999. “Shepor”
ceased publication in December 1999, having produced only three issues.

Subsequently, from March to December 2000, “Shepor Exclusive” was
published, consisting of seven issues, and in 2001, six issues were released. Bet-
ween January 1 and July 10, 2002, three issues were published>. From the second
half of 2002 until 2004, “Shepor” was not published. In the early months of 2005,
the latest issue of “Shepor Exclusive” appeared, published bilingually in English
and Armenian.

The community’s attempts to establish Armenian print media, such as “Tebi
Yerkir” and “Shepor”, faced significant challenges due to a lack of funding and the
scarcity of trained writers and journalists. The National Council®* concluded that
the publication of a periodical required Armenologists — specialists in the Armenian
language — and in their absence, “Shepor” ceased publication®.

In 2000, the printed and coloured periodical “Terakeghzi’>® Cultural and Social
Mirror was published through individual efforts and expenses, edited by Kourken
Mangassarian, a civil engineer based in Abu Dhabi. The periodical was distributed
free of charge to the Armenian community in Abu Dhabi, but it was discontinued
when the editor left the country. Since that time, no other Armenian-language print
media has been published in the UAE.

The publications of the “Shepor” newsletter and the “Terakeghzi” periodical
frequently featured cultural articles, religious materials, and updates on the acti-
vities of the Armenian community. These publications provided a vital connection
with the homeland and served as a platform for discussion. Notable examples
include articles such as “For our Imperishable rights”, “Social reflections™’.
“Important Events in Armenian History of the 20th Century (1973-1980) and
(1919-1920)8,

32 Feedback on the “Tebi Yerkir” youth magazine and its discontinuation based
on my field research.

53 Numbers are given without page numbers. See: Rurmnpry usp. §uighpp Smiugu-
b b Speafungps Bdfypne [Hatyy JE9. 2008, 128-130:

34 National Council is the executive body responsible for overseeing the admi-
nistrative and economic activities of the church communities operating within the
legal boundaries of the Armenian Diocese of the UAE and Qatar .

>3 Numbers are given without page numbers. See: Pumnpy usp. Suiglipp Snvupuigfs
b 2 pufusnagfels Bulfym [Hautey SE9. 2008, 128-130:

36 Armenians of the Gulf Arab States, Haigazian University, Armenian Diaspora
Research Center. 2024, 220.

57 ((Clilﬁnp», llll.li[1[ll 2001, [3[1L 13, 2, 6:

38 <</a‘lil11.ul[lll.l[1>> (Uu[nl_ Sl.l.llll[1), lllll[[1[ll 2000, ﬁﬁL 5, 4, ﬁﬁL 11, 4:
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Since there is currently no Armenian press in the UAE, the community largely
relies on publications delivered from other Diaspora communities. These include
the official publications of the Great House of the Catholicosate of Cilicia, such as
the monthly magazine “HASK”, and the official monthly magazine of the
Armenian Church’s Sunday schools, “Nor Trazark”. Other publications include the
children’s and youth monthly magazine of the Union of Armenian Evangelical
Churches of the Near East, “Badanekan Artsakank”, the official magazine of the
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin of the Catholicosate of All Armenians,
“ETCHMIADZIN”, and the Lebanese daily newspaper “Aztag”.

Based on the above information regarding print media and other sources of
information about the Armenian community in the UAE, several factors can be
identified as contributing to the absence of a local Armenian press: a lack of skilled
writers, financial constraints, and limited content production. The inability to
maintain local print publications has, in turn, led to a greater reliance on digital
media for community communication, albeit with certain limitations.

It can also be noted that an important feature of the current stage of Armenian
community life in the UAE is the absence of any local Armenian print or online
press. Past initiatives have been few, temporary, and often dependent on specific
circumstances, such as the youth newspaper “Tebi Yerkir” and the National
Council’s newsletter “Shepor”, both of which were short-lived.

The delivery of magazines and newspapers from other Diaspora communities
serves to partially fill this gap. However, their appeal may be limited, as readers
must make the effort to visit the church to access these publications, whereas the
same content is often available digitally on mobile devices or computers from the
comfort of one’s home. This situation highlights both the limitations of relying on
imported print media and the pressing need for sustainable local Armenian
publications in the UAE.

Assuming the need for a press, it should be noted that the community currently
relies on its digital public Facebook page for communication and information
sharing. In general, the necessity of a printed press within the UAE and other
Diaspora communities has diminished in the presence of electronic media.

In this context, it is worth noting that the Armenian publication ‘“Hairenik
weekly” in Boston recently ceased its print edition®®. Having been published in
print since 1899, “Hairenik weekly” had served as a vital and sustaining platform
for more than a century of Armenian life. Its transition from print to exclusively
online publication reflects the broader trend of Armenian media adapting to digital
formats, signalling a shift in how communities maintain connections, share
information, and preserve cultural identity.

The gap in Armenian print media in the UAE, though not highly significant, has
largely been filled by the community’s Facebook page, which will be elaborated
upon in the following paragraphs.

In the past, during the 1980s, the National Council kept the community infor-
med about church services, festive celebrations, national events, and other activities

59 https://hairenikweekly.com/?p=64798.
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through telephone calls, fax messages, and letters sent to each family with a
stamped envelope. This process was undoubtedly time-consuming, labour-inten-
sive, and costly.

With the introduction of the internet in the UAE in 1995%, the community began
using online means to stay informed about events®'. To this day, announcements
and circulars are still sent to families via e-mail. With the rise of digital media, the
Armenian community has increasingly turned to online platforms to communicate
and share information about events, religious services, and cultural initiatives.

With the advent of digital media, the Armenian community in the UAE has
transitioned to online platforms to communicate and inform the public about
events, religious services, and cultural initiatives.

At present, the absence of Armenian newspapers is partially compensated by
the official website of the Armenian community, “Emahay”, its YouTube channel,
and the “Emahay” Facebook page®?, which was created on March 27,2012%. These
platforms provide information about community activities and events. The
Facebook page, in particular, features announcements and coverage of church
ceremonies related to the Diocese, messages from the Diocesan Primate and the
National Council, updates from the one-day and Sunday schools, and coverage of
annual celebrations. It also includes photographs and videos of events such as the
commemoration of the Armenian Genocide, the anniversary of the independence
of the Republic of Armenia, and various artistic and educational programs.
Collectively, these digital platforms have established the community’s online
presence, forming a digital footprint that represents the identity and activities of
Armenians in the UAE.

Today, a significant portion of information and research material about the
church, educational, and cultural life of the Armenian community in the UAE ori-
ginates from online publications and editorials, which enable rapid dissemination
of information.

The most important Armenian electronic news source in the UAE is the
bilingual (Armenian and English) website of the Armenian Diocese of the UAE
and Qatar — “Emahay” (https://emahay.com) — which includes a “News” section.
However, the website has been incomplete for some time. Initially created on April
8, 2012, it underwent a period of inactivity, during which the earlier version and its
contents were deleted. A new website was later launched, with its renewed content
dating from around 2016.

The website primarily serves to provide information about diocese and church,
including Bishop’s messages, interviews, and general news. However, many of its
sections remain empty or underdeveloped, containing pages without content.

%0 https://teleti mesinternational.com/2020/etisalat-four-decades-of-evolution/ the
internet was made available to the general public of the UAE in 1995.

61 https://tinyurl.com/348uhu8y.Darperag 21.net.

62 https://www.facebook.com/EmaHay.

63 Armenians of the Gulf Arab States, Haigazian University Armenian Diaspora
Research Center. 2024, 224.
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Moreover, the website does not record or highlight the individual achievements of
Armenians in the UAE, revealing a lack of broader community engagement within
its digital framework.

In summary, there is a clear need for innovative approaches to strengthen
community life and foster greater unity within the Armenian community in the
UAE. Information updates are not provided regularly, and as a result, visiting the
official website does not offer a comprehensive overview of the community’s
history or its current vitality.

Although the bilingual “Emahay” website and Facebook page serve as valuable
communication tools, the lack of consistent updates and limited community
involvement significantly reduce their effectiveness in preserving the community’s
cultural and editorial heritage. While modern digital platforms offer convenience
and accessibility, they cannot yet match the depth, continuity, and historical value
that printed community publications once provided. Moreover, digital tools have
not been fully utilized to represent or replace the community press in the UAE. For
instance, unlike the Armenian Diocese of Australia and New Zealand, which
publishes the monthly digital newsletter “Paros™®*, the UAE community has not
developed a comparable digital publication.

Field interviews conducted for this study confirm that very few community
members show interest in reading digital newspapers, preferring instead to browse
photographs shared casually on Facebook pages.

The transition from print media to digital platforms — particularly the “Emahay”
website and its Facebook page — has brought both advantages and disadvantages
for the Armenian community in the UAE. On the one hand, digital media are far
less costly than print publications, making them more accessible for a small
community. They also enable rapid dissemination of information, allowing
members to remain informed at any given time. On the other hand, early Facebook
posts by the Armenian community in the UAE primarily focused on event
announcements. In 2012, for example, posts often lacked references to the authors
of commemorations or to contemporary issues of relevance®. Frequently, event-
related images were shared without accompanying explanatory text.

Since 2015, however, the nature of posts on the “Emahay” Facebook page has
changed noticeably. Events are now shared with descriptive captions and accom-
panying photographs in Armenian, and numerous videos of church ceremonies are
also uploaded. Together, these updates provide a more complete picture of the
community’s activities, reflecting a growing effort to document and share the
cultural, educational, and religious life of Armenians in the UAE through digital
means.

64 Paros _Issue-60-July-2022-pdf.
65 https://www.facebook.com/photo?bid=292258280876157&set=a.292258240876161.
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Conclusion

Since its formation, the Armenian community in the UAE — deeply committed
to national and cultural values — has evolved from establishing core institutions
such as churches and schools to entering a new phase of cultural and religious
development (2024—2025). Church anniversaries, educational programs, and inter-
faith initiatives now reflect a dynamic and expanding community.

The Armenians of the UAE contribute meaningfully to the country’s multicul-
tural and interreligious life while maintaining their heritage and identity. Sustained
efforts in education, cultural preservation, and dialogue will ensure their continued
integration and visibility within the UAE’s social fabric.

Today, the community — comprising mainly professionals, civil servants, and
entrepreneurs — shows demographic stability, with immigration exceeding emi-
gration.

Although traditional print media have disappeared, digital tools such as the
“Emahay” Facebook page now serve as vital channels of communication. Streng-
thening its content with community profiles and ecclesiastical news could further
enhance unity and preserve the identity of the 9,000-10,000 Armenians living in
the UAE.
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OCOBEHHOCTH COBPEMEHHOI'O STAIIA PA3BUTUS
APMSIHCKOM OBIIIMHBI OAD

IIAKE MAHKACAPSIH -MEHKEUSIH
(yGaii)

Pe3mome

Kurouesvie crnosa: OAD, apmanckas obwuna, npecca u unmepnem — CMU,
YepKeu, OHEGHbIE U BOCKPECHBLE UIKOIbL, UMMUSPAYUS U IMUSDAYUS, AHAU3 CO-
OvImuil.

ApmsiHckas o0muHa B O0beIuHEHHBIX ApaOckux DMmuparax B Havane XXI
BEKa XapaKTEepPH3yeTCs PSIOM NPUMEYaTENbHBIX OCOOCHHOCTEH, SBISFOIIUXCS
PE3yIBTAaTOM MPOTPECCUBHOTO COIMATFHO-IKOHOMHUYECKOT0 pa3BuTust OAD, 94To
CKa3bIBAETCS HA BHYTPHUOOIIMHHOM KHU3HH.

KittoueByro poisib B COXpaHEHNH HallMOHAJIBHON UAEHTUYHOCTH UTPAET apMsi-
HOSI3bIYHAS TEPHOAMKA KaK OCHOBA MOAJECPKaHUS HALMOHAIBHONW KYIBTYPbI U
KaK pymnop mpo0iieM, BOJHYIONUX WieHoB Jluacnopsl. BaxkHoit cocTaBistomnieit
JKU3HU JlFacmiopsl SIBISIOTCS BOCKPECHBIE MIKOJIBI, CIIOCOOCTBYOMNE (hOpPMUPO-
BaHWIO HAI[MOHAIHHOTO CAMOCO3HAHMS MOCPEACTBOM OOYUYEHHS Ha apMSHCKOM
SI3BIKE M IPUOOIIEHUS K apMSHCKOW UCTOPUH U KYJIBTYpE.

Apwmsnckas o0mmHa OAD He MOXKET 0CTaBaThCs C CTOPOHE OT MPOTrPECCUB-
HOT'O Pa3BUTHS CTPaHbl: HHHOBAIIMH B OOJACTH TEXHOJIOTUH M MHKEHEPHH OKa-
3BIBAIOT CYIIECTBEHHOE BIUSHIE Ha apMIHCKYIO OOIIMHY, 3a4acTyIO Ipeaonpe-
JIeJIsist KOHKPETHBIE COOBITHS B KU3HU U pa3BUTHH [lactopsl.

Hlaxe Manxacapsan-Menkeuan — acnupanm xageopvt ucmopuu Apmenuu Epe-
BAHCKO20 20CY0apcmeeHno2o yHugepcumema. Hayunvle unmepecuvl: ucmopust
APMAHCKOU OOWUHDL, AHAU3 IMAN08 €€ PA36UMUsL 8 MYTLIMUKYIbIMYPHOU cpede
OAD. Aemop 2 monoepaguii u 6 cmameii. ORCID:0009-0001-5663-2985.
radioayk@gmail.com



