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NEW OBSERVATIONS ABOUT THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE
CENTRAL-DOMED, SIX-APSE CHURCH OF THE CITADEL OF ANI

Davit S. Nahatakyan
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National Univesity of Architecture and Construction of Armenia, Yerevan, RA

Abstract

Introduction: The central-domed church of the Ani citadel plays an important role in revealing the
architectural image of the city and its multi-layered Armenian architecture. Based on the field work
carried out and subsequent analysis, some architectural observations are put forward, which are
manifested in planning, volumetric-spatial, relational and other solutions. Methods and materials:
In this study, comparative architectural typology, as well as methods of correlation and analysis of

primary sources, have been employed. Analysis: A comparative analysis has been carried out of the
building’s planimetric, spatial, compositional, and other architectural solutions-both with similar
structures preserved in Ani and with the multi-apse churches of the historical province of Tayk. A
stratigraphic analysis of Abukhan’s masonry has also been conducted, based on the results of the
field research. Results: Based on observations and comprehensive analysis, at least two architectural
layers of the structure are assumed: the Bagratuni and Zakaryan periods. The basis of all this is also
a comparative analysis of construction styles. A significant finding is the presence of craftsmen’s
marks on the structures. The article is based on the author’s fieldwork and subsequent post-field
architectural analyses.

Keywords:. The capital of Ani, Bagratuni and Zakaryan periods, Abukhanm church, multi-apse
central-dome, comparative analysis, architectural stratigraphy..
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unugdus tjudnudubpp mupudybghtt ny dhuyt Zuyuljut (Entwpfuwphh Jpu, wyp tub
upw vwhdwbubphg pnipu: Qupupjutibph opowiinid hhdtwwinid wuwhwwitght Yhuwn-
pnuwjut Fugpunniiyug spowth fwpnupuybinuljub dknpphpnidubptt nt hhdtwfuu
Ytpwupubpp, vwlujt gniqubbpwpup wnwewgutt inp dnnbgnidubp b npulinpmudkn,
npnughg Uh pwtthuh dwuhb tbpluyugynid E untyt wphiwnwtipnid:

ZbhULUYUL L3N EDh CULUMULL. Ulh Puqpunniiyug dujpupunuph dhe-
twpbkpnh b ubkppht pipnh dhol £ mbnujuyws Eunpntwquptpe puquuinput mhuyh
Eytinkght, npp Oppljnt dnwnn hhpwwnwlynud k «Upntjuwbipd Pofuwt» wntung [8, te 17]:
Upntjuwbipd hpjuwip hwjwiwpunp Mwhjwynivhtbph jud Uyhpuunywutubph giinhg £
ik, npnkn tdwiwinhy wy) widbwint bk inybubu welw b, huswbu, ophtwy’ Uy -
owhwuy, Zwuwt Uwughunpnu, Uyhpww, Ugyniqudp b wy (3, B 110]:

Uhtunpntwqupbp puquuinput nhyh Eytntgnt pidhg nhyh hwpuy wwhwywb-
Yt E dphptunupjut wpdwbwgpnipniiup: Cun Opplint yniph b thdwt Jhdwgpnipjut
1-ht wpwlh ogws khu Ukl wpdwiwgpnipinil, npnbn welu  «Uwntjuwipd hopawihs
dwuht hhpwnwynipjniup, npbt wydd puduljuitht Juwudws k, hull ywhnn pupbpp wdkh
wuwh Jupnn G Juyp puhyty [1, kebp 33-34]:

Yunnigh swthwgpnipniuibpp b wnwetiuyht phuinwpnudubpt hppwwbwgpty b
fo. Enpudwiyuip, b guyuop wyny Wniphphg Eup oquiynid [2, kokp 386-387]: Guinniygh
Supunupuybinmpjuip winpunupdl) b dh pupp hinhttuukp. htyytu S. Twpnipju-
up, U. Zuupwpjuip, 9. Zupmpniiyuip, 4. Uwupbnujwip, U. Twqupuip b wyp:

Bljtintght ntqunpyws £ pupdpunhp, uvwluygh php nkquiph ypw: Zhdtwpwpupup
hunwlugénid mpnhdws E rnwutdkly thuntph, npp pudujuithtt nwpophtiwy jnidnud L,
uwljuyt wuwnltpt wdbh E wupqynud, Epk puquuijinpuith hwnwljugsughtt npnhnudk-
nny Eup ghunnwpynid: Zwwnwlwugdnid Enwlynit funpotipny funnygp g hhdbwlwi dwup £
npnhymd hwdwyyunuurubwpup Gkpunkim] dijulub unpub, valugh hmuhuwplibg -
jwt b hwpwjupbbjjub junpubibphg gonipu Binn wdwiunkpp, tkpunqus (hukng
Ytpnijuy junpuiitbph swduyh dbe, wplibjjut fujunmy untndnid Eu ninhn fmljun, npp
wnpnhnud B bpnuujuit huyjujut junpotipp: Ujuyhuh jnusnudp pujuljuitht hbnwppphp
E b puduljuthtt hwipgtip £ wnwowgnud: Zuwnwljugsuyhtt ukpphtt nidnudubipp hhduwlw-
unud puluykh B b hwdwljupgyws: Uhwl dnunpp hwpuy wplidnionph janputh hwinduishg
E Zwnwlugdnud Epwilyniuh junpotipp dhdjwtg hwjuuwp sk, wulniubbpp obin Eu oo
upgws: Cunn whwh quuwljwi Jhinpniuqupkp puquuunpub b

Owjuwjuunuwpwswlui nisnidubpnid unybwybu wnljw bt htwwwpnpphp ppulin-
poudibp: Zhdtwlwt nywynpniplniip quuwlub Gih-Chpuljub ng, vwljuyi wbih
dwtipudwut nphinwpynidubpp hbnwppphp (nusnudutp Eu pugwhuwynnid: Opduwowph
wnwpphpnipniuibpp, winnpht b JEpht pupbph dowljdwt b ppujwbwgdwi wwppbpne-
ptutbpp: Unnphtt dwup wdbjh pug gnyuh ninibhg b junnigus b hwdbdwnwpunp
wykih unpnp puipbiphg b, tjuungnid Gu puptph bqplphtt weljw 1,5-2 dd hwunnipjudp
opowluludl nup]wd ompphpp: b hwlunpnudl Jkpnigjuih’ junnygh dhotwlwuhg
Jtpl pujws hwndusubph npldbwownpt wybkh punwliniuhwtdw b dwtp pupkphg &

207



Lwhunuljjut Funjhp

owipywsé, npnkn hwonpnynid tu wth Unig nt pug pupbph hwenppuljub npdtwownptpn:
Lupbph wpuwpht Eqpbph Ypw sh tjunynud sppwtmjudl nupydws pupuly onipptph
wnjuwympniup: LEphtt npdbwowpmd hwdwp npduwpwph hnphgnuwljuw gstpp pun-
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skpunugpuljutt nunod pnntny hp opowtth dwpunupuybtinmput ypu: Unuhuh gpubin-
poudubp wkutnud Bup twl Upnijuwtindh Bitntgnt pht swpdwsputipnid, npintn gpbpk
hwonpupwp Yplidnud Bt Unig n1 pug puigh inknujut uppunwy punwniuhwindut
unid puptpp: Uhspbn uninphtt hwndustbpmd pupbpp wygkih pug B, niqnuiyniawdb:
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YEptudwup hwjwpnn ppyp wupq & ‘

buswytiu huynth E JEunpntwgdptp puquupunput, dwutwynpuytu Jigujun-
pwl kyknkghukpp dkq hwpnth ki nobu Junpphunnibtnipyul ppewbhg hisyku oph-
il Up Snipwilip b Upwqush @phgnpupkin: Khow ki bty vh pwpp hkinwugqnunnubp’
Upntjuwtpdp Eiinkight tdwtkgubing Upwqush Sphgnpuptuh htwn [5, ke 31]: Zuwnw-
Jugbwjht jnidnidutpny yun pphunnubljut opowtth ophttwyp wykih Juunuhy k wydkh
UkS puptipny b hp opowtiht puinpng owpyuwspny b hpuljuugus, vwljuyb wjiunnt L
hhdtwlwi tdwinipynibibpp: Zhttwlub tdubimpniaikpp Gkppniun’ swyjwjunupu-
Swljwl (nisnidtkpmud b kplintd: onpubpp Yplawlh pnpmpjudp kb hppujubugus
1nwdnwd, npp dhuyt wyu Eplynt junnygubpnid Eup hwinhwnud:

Zunuljugduyhtt hwdbdwnwlwh JEpnisnipniuutpp gnyg b wwwjhu, np pug-
hwunip (nsnmdutpny Junrnygp hwphp £ qupqugus dhotwnwnph wy hwjjuljui jhuwn-
pnuwgupkp yhguunpui Eyknkghutpht: Zwwnwlwgsnyg wykjh unn £ Uyniqudpkug Up
Qphgnp EYbntgnil, Epp junpwtiibph thunbpp ninnduws Eu nphkyh wpbbp: Upnijumpdh
Eltintkgnt qjluwynp junputih Gplynt Ynndbpnid B wnlw B thnpp swhtiph wjwunuwntp,
npnup wplbjphg funpuwtwdlb i wjupuynid: Vdwbwnhy nusnidny Eu bwb Uthh
Uwniuqudpkig Up Q@phgnpp b wundwluw Swyp twhwugh Rippughnp qujunh Yunu-
dwifuhph tdwbwwnhy hknkght, hisybu twb XI npupny pdugpynn Ywjubph Lnpbuyhu-
ynwnunipniunid junnigws Ywghuht: bp dwbipuwdwutbpny, wdkh wijuint thunw-
Ynp unhjnpunny Uwyntjuwtpd hojuwth Bhtntghtt muppkpynud £ Uthh b pughwtpw-
whu Qupqugué vhottmunwph huyjuljut tdwbhwnhy ophttmutiphg: Uju wnnidny htiwu-
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ghnulwut ywhnndubp u wthpudbion yupgbint unhjnpunbtuh wjuyhuh (nidnidp: Qkup
pugunnid bwb bpw Junpphunnibwlui sugnidp Yuduwpuluibbph opewbnid:

Zudbdwnwlw JEpnisnipjnitbpp gnyg bu mwhu, np Qupqugus dhetiwunw-
rhg dtq hwuws Jhunpnuwqupkpe Jigupunpub tyjkntghitph hwwnwljugswghtt (niénid-
utipp hwdpuljunid B dhuwyu YEunpntwgupbpnipjut ujqpniupny, hul] dbwgju) woenwd-
ubpny dwpunupuybnbbpp npnpwljh unbndwqnpstint htwpuynpmipiniiubp Eu niuk-
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1ht mwpwsmpniubpp: LoJwsutnhg dhuytt Upninuidptug Up Qphpnp Eltnkgnt Unwin
glluuwynp junpwith hjniuhu b hwpwy Ynnukpnid wnju wwbnunubpp pugunt) bu wp-
wnwphlthg hwwnwlwgénid tnwulnit junpotinh Yhpwpmpniuubpp: Uju Jipehtt hwbiqu-
dwtpny E wujlwbwynpjwsé twb Upnijowtpdh Eitnkgnt jnisnidp, Epp wilniawght
wjutnuwnibpp quwynp anpwith htn ninhn ghs B juqut], wjuyhuny unknsting thu-
wntph npnowljh withwjwuwpnipnti: Uwluwjt unhjnpuntuh b ninnuhwjwug npdkph
thuntiph «bnnidp» dhuy wjupwny sh wjwpuygnid:

dhguunpuubph dniu Bupwjunidpp, npp punpng k Swyp-Eniqupph Supunwpu-
wkinwlub nupnghl, wpunwphlihg pmpu kynn junpuith hunjwésm] ophiwlikph b G-
nutwluhph b Opphh (Minphp) Eyknkghtbpl bt hwjwlwpwp d pwp, Uplwquijub pu-
quynpnipjul opowtnid junnigws Yughht b Qwpkph Fosnpdwt (ny onin, put dR
nup) [4, kokp 83-93]:

Owjujuunupwswlui b puinhwinip hwdwswthwluwb pusnidubpnid Upntjuwtip-
uh Eykgbnht wykih owwn hwdpuljunud £ Fugqpunnywg opowth Swpnuwpuybnuljub
snudubph htwn: Qdpkpwnwly puquwulnithg nhyh sppwwdl pupniijhtt wugnudp
Juquultpyydty £ nipndyh b wpwquun hwdwlgdwt dkpanny, npp un pphunintine-
prut opowithg huwjntth kp Ubp fupunupuybnnippubp. husuybu, ophtwl juignibikphg
Zopthuhdbh nwdwpp, pun S. Twpmpjuith huduwbwpup Uduih nwgwpp bwyb (6, bobp
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Suyp-Aniqupph huyjujut Fupunupuybtnwljut nupngh dke: Spndwh b wnwquuwn hw-
duljgyus Enutwlny L jurnigus Yunudwupph b Upnnuwhwih Up Qunpg fEuwnpniw-
quptp Jigupunpui EiEntkghubpp, yipehtu uydd Jutignib st: Suyyp-Aniquppnid, pugh YEuwn-
pnuwquplp Jegujunputiibphg, hwdwlgdws dbpnnny tu hpujuwtwugws twlb tywbuynp
Ooly, Pohuwly, vwijunt, YUnidpnipnn, Uhotiwdnn b wy] ywpwmwdniipught unnygubpn [7, bobip
46-51]: Uju wdkthtt gniquihtin’ sun]wuightt jnisnidibiph Uk, widbjh Jbphtt hwun]wshbpmy
d'Q-d} nupht punpny (nisnidubp kup mbkutinwd, npnip tjupugpdus bu Jpbnud:

Gt nhnwltiup @ nuph Uuhh YUntuwbwg quiph Up Zehthupdklb b Upuqush Qph-
gnpupkt Etinkgnt Swduwjuunupwswlut hudwswthnipniutbph hwdbdwnnipmnip, wuyw
hn munubuwyug hwdwsuthmpiniitbpny (munuhuywg swduyh hwpwpbkpnipniup hnphgn-
twut hwnwlwgsughth htwn) YUntuwbwg yuuph Up Zohthuhdt Eitnkght Yphuwlh wiaqud
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wykih k 2 nunph puquupunpuithg: Ujuyhuny, hwdwswthwljub jnusnidubkpny Upnituwtipdh
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npudwnuynpyué hwppupuipp b huyjulwt junpotiph JEptwdwutph judwph wi-
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hwjuwuwpupl pwskpp, pughwinip hwdwswihnipniup, unnpht yupyuwspp, Ukp Ynnuhg
hwjyntwpbpjws qupybnh tpwbtbpp b wyjl, np gnyg ki nwhu junnygh fugpunnt-
yug spowlih wwnwlkynipymiip, hul dniu Ynquhg «@wdwnwdls Jepht supduspp,
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Juunuhl npdtwowpp b wyjt: Uwjuy Qupupjututnh sppwnth qupytwuniutpp hwjubw-
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ownh npny pupkp, wndwiugpnipniip, hwjuuwpupl pwgtpny pupbpp b wyc ykpunpt
Ykpwowpty k' ikpuntyng hpkig hpwubugpus npdiwpwph Uy, winuihuny dkq hundwp
wnwgwgibim] npnowlh skpunugpuljul juighpibtp: Upgmbpmd juenyggp Jkpw-
Juiquyk) k hp wnwetiuhtt hwdwswthnipjudp, hwnwljugsny b hhdtwlwt Swjujunuw-
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puswlul jnisnudubpny punpny FU nupht, vwljwyh hp Uke Ypkin] twl Qupupyukph

2pgwlih phtiwpupuljul pnoup:

EQruZutuvenkU. Uuyhuny quihu kup hnljuy Eqpuhwignidubph.

e Uthh Upnitjowtipuh Bytntgnt Lwpunupuybnwljui jnsnidubpp Eupunldt B hwdk-
dwnulul JEppmsmpnitiibph hwnwljugsughb, suduunupusuljul, huppupui-
pughl, npnup wupqupwinud L Junnygh wnwbdbwhwnmpmnibbptt nt nduljut
nnubinpnidubpp:

o Nwpqupwin]t) k jkinpniuquplp puquwunpul, dkp phuypnd’ Jiguunpub nhwh dw-
nwugnpmpmniip huyyujuwt fupnupuybniput yundwuljut qupgqugnidubph
pupwgpht (2-F% 1)

e  Unuwy ki pupyty junnmiguspuyhly, hwipupwipuyhtt b wyp nisnudubpnid wnju jpunpw-
hwipnyg bplinyputph nt jnwsnudubpp, npnup pupnugunid Eu Junnygh ghown pujuyduip:

e Unwownlynud tup Lwpunupuybinwliut mnnuhpwug skpnugqpujui upubdw-wnw-
ouinl], npny thnpd Eip wimd wupqupwl] b jnust] junnygnid wnljuw tnbuwlju hhd-
twhitnhpubpp, vwluyt hwinqgusé Eup, np wnwl wdpnnowljwt yuwnltp Juunwgyh
htwghnulwt wyhynudubphg htwnn, ' wowewplynny ninnuhuwywg skpniugpnipmiun
Joquh hnphgnuwljwpt:

<UJGIJUEo 1.

e [

9s. 1. Zwnwlughsdp pun @, @npudwiywih: VY. 1. Zuyntwpbpus dwupwybnh bywi:
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Q5. 2. Qwpunupuybnwlub skpnwugpulju wnwewply

GpuwjwinpEynh

Mjwh <wy pdwgpniopub, Yl 1, Uap punup: Juqd. Opptih <. <UUNG QU htwghunigyub b
wqqugpnipjui htumhunim: Gplowb: <UUN QU hpuw.: 1965: 136 Ey:

O npudwiyw 3. Uynralip huglulpul Gupmwpunylanniyapub: Gplowh: Unddwb: 1942: 404 te:
Uwplnuywbh G, Jih. Ghlnbgulpub lpubpp I dhnwgpuluh dwnubgnyenihp: Eodhwdht: Unyp Upnn
Unipp Egthwoht muyyupubi: 1997: 443 Ey:

bwhuwwnwuljui ¥., Wynuyny Q. Swyp fwhwigh Phpnugihnpg quunh Guippunfwpuhph Ghlinkgh.
wunmdbwGupmuwpuy fnnwdpud bnp niunoliouuppnyeinbblp // «<nruphuayht <ugwunwin yuwumdinipjub
haowyninhtitinnui»: Uhpwqquyht ghmwdnnniyh tyniptip: Gnuiph: << GUU 6<<4 hpun.: 2023: 259
to:

Acpatsan M. Apmanckas apxumexmypa pautezo xpucmuarncmea. M. IHkomOyk. 2000. 400 c.

Mapytan T. Apxumexmypueie namamuuxu. 36apmnoy, Aean, Cobop Anuiickoii Bocomamepu. .., XOpypa.
I'pox, EpeBan. 1989. 272 c.

Haaraksin . O Hexomopbix KOHCmpykmueHwlx ocobennocmsx Taukckux u [yeapKcKux yepKoHwix
nocmpoex ¢ X-XI 6. // Coopuuk HayuHbix TpynoB ET'YAC. Epepan. -2013. Towm III (50). 46-51 cc..
Opb6emn U. Kpamxiii nymesooumens no eopoouwyy Anu. CI16. 1910. 103 c.
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