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fuwy:

PE3IOME

Hacrosiiee uccnenoBanye, 0CHOBAHHOE HA apXUBHBIX MaTepuanax ApMSHCKON
enapxuu PyMbIHUM, pacKpbIBaE€T UCTOPUIO U AesATENbHOCTh ApMsiHCKoro KpacHoro
Kpecra (mo3nuee — Apmsinckoro Kpecrta Musocepaus) u ero >KeHCKUX OTHCIICHUN
B byxapecre, Koncranne, Cunucrpe u nosanee [1azapknke. ApXUBHBIE JOKYMEHTHI
TTOKa3bIBAIOT, YTO ApMSHCKHE OJ1aroTBOPUTEIHHBIC HHUIIUATHBEI B PYMBIHIH BO3HUK-
71 Ha )OHE MHOTOBEKOBOTO TPUCYTCTBUS apMsIH, 3aCEIMBIINX 3TH 3eMJIH ¢ X BeKa
U BHECIIWX 3HAYUTEIBHBIN BKJIQJI B KyJBTYPHYIO U MOJUTHYECKYIO KU3Hb CTPAaHBI.

B mapre 1920 roga B Pymbiann 0611 coznan Apmsiackuii Kpacusiit Kpeer —
MIPaKTHYECKU OJHOBPEMEHHO ¢ ero yupexaeHneM B [lepBoit Pecrybnmke Apmenusi.
XKenckmii komuret, copMupoBaHHbIl B joMe Tocnioxku CykuacsH, n30pai rnpas-
JICHUE, YCTAHOBUII CBSI3b C KOHCTAHTUHOMOIBCKUM OTICICHUEM U Hauall aKTUBHBIN
cOOop CpencTB, OTHPABIISI B APMEHUIO O€NbE, IEHFIH U MEAUKAMEHTHI, 0COOSHHO
BO Bpems ronoaa 1921 roga. Opranuzanus moMorajna TakKe apMIHCKUM CUPOTaM B
KoHcTanTHHONONE U MECTHBIM HYKIAIOLUMCSI.

[To3nueimue TOKyMEHTHI MOATBEPKIAIOT CYIIECTBOBAHNUE JOTIOTHUTEIBHBIX
OTJIEJICHU, TECHOE COTPYIHUUECTBO C apMSIHCKUMH KomMuTeTamu boiarapuu u mpax-
TUYECKHUE TTyTH JOCTaBKH (PMHAHCOBOHM M MaTepuaibHOU moMormu. [lucema cBue-
TEJIBCTBYIOT O MPaBUJILHOM U LIEJIEBOM PACIPEACICHUU CPENICTB, YTO YKPEIUIO J0-
BepHe K OpraHu3alni. 3HAYUTEIHHYIO POJTH ChITpai nmpodeccop [purop YanxymisH,
MPEI0TBPATUBIIHNK e€ TUKBUAINIO B 1922 rojy 1 1aBIINi HOBBIH UMITYJIBC padoTe.

K koHny 1920-x ronoB opranuzamnus MOCTEIEHHO CTajla UMEHOBAThC «Ap-
MstHCKUM Kpectom Mutocepans», COXpaHUB MPU ATOM BCE HAIIPaBICHHS CBOCH
T'YMaHUTAPHOU JEATEIBHOCTH. APXUBHBIE MaTepHUalbl AEMOHCTPUPYIOT MacCIITa0
MIpoIeNIaHHON pabOThI, CAMOOTBEPIKEHHOCTh apMSIHCKUX JKEHIITUH M BBICOKYIO OT-
BETCTBEHHOCTh PYMBIHCKUX apMsiH Tiepesl ApMEHUEH U apMSHCKUMU OCKEHIIaMH B
MTOCJIETEHOIU/IHBIN M paHHEpeCIyOInKaHCKui epros. CTaThs BIIEPBBIE CHCTEMHO
MIPEICTABISET BAXKHYIO M MAJIOM3BECTHYIO CTPAHUILY UCTOPUHU apMSHCKOM OJ1aroTBO-
pUTEABHOCTH B PyMbIHUM.
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SUMMARY

This study, based on archival materials from the Armenian Diocese of Romania,
reveals the history and activities of the Armenian Red Cross (later the Armenian
Cross of Mercy) and its women’s branches in Bucharest, Constanta, Silistra, and
later Pazardzhik. Archival documents show that Armenian charitable initiatives in
Romania arose against the backdrop of the centuries-long presence of Armenians,
who settled in these lands in the 10" century and made a significant contribution to
the cultural and political life of the country.

The Armenian Red Cross branch in Romania was founded in March 1920—
almost simultaneously with the establishment of the Armenian Red Cross in the
First Republic of Armenia. The women’s committee, initiated at Mrs. Sukiasyan’s
residence, elected its administrative board, corresponded with the Constantinople
branch, and began actively raising funds, sending linen, money, and medicine to
Armenia, especially during the famine of 1921. The organization also helped
Armenian orphans in Constantinople and local people in need.

Later documents confirm the existence of additional branches, close cooperation
with Armenian committees in Bulgaria, and practical ways of delivering financial and
material aid. Letters testify to the proper and targeted distribution of funds, which
strengthened confidence in the organization. Professor Grigor Chalkhushyan played
a significant role in preventing the dissolution of the branch in 1922 and giving new
impetus to its work.

By the end of the 1920s, the organization gradually became known as “Armenian
Cross of Mercy”, while retaining all areas of its humanitarian activities. Archival
materials demonstrate the scale of the work accomplished, the dedication of
Armenian women, and the high level of responsibility of Romanian Armenians
towards Armenia and Armenian refugees in the post-genocide and early republican
period. This article is the first systematic presentation of an important and little-
known page in the history of the Armenian charity in Romania.




