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ARMINE MELKONYAN

THE SHIELD FOR THE ORTHODOX BY HOVSEP‘ VARDAPET
ARTS‘AHKETS‘I AND THE PROHIBITION OF ITS PUBLICATION

Keywords: Hovsep® Arts‘ahkets‘i, Basel Missionaries, Shushi, Lutheran-
ism, Protestantism, Armenian Apostolic Church, censorship,
fasting, intercession of saints, worship of images.

The 18th-19th century philosopher, theologian, philologist and a monk of the
Gandzasar Monastery, Hovsep® vardapet Arts‘ahkets‘i, wrote his apologetic treatise
Shield of the Orthodox at the behest of the primate of the Karabakh diocese, Metro-
politan Baghdasar Hasan-Jalalyants‘.The Shield was addressed to members of the
Armenian Apostolic Church who sympathised with or followed Lutheranism, as well
as to the representatives of the Lutheran Church. The Basel missionaries, who were
established in the city of Shushi in the 1820s, were originally oriented towards
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preaching to Muslims, Jews, and peoples of other religions in Transcaucasia. How-
ever, they soon turned their attention to the local Armenian population, trying to
involve them in the Christianization of Muslims.

The Shield consists of three chapters: 1. On Fasting, 2. On the Intercession of
Saints, 3. On Love (respect) and Hate of icons. The author criticises the Lutherans,
responding to their accusations and clarifying the position of the Armenian Church
on the mentioned themes. He sometimes refers to the traditions of the Greek Ortho-
dox, Russian Orthodox and Catholic churches, as well as to Muslims.

In November 1838, Metropolitan Baghdasar sent the Shield to the Synod of the
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin to request permission to publish it. About a year
later, Hovhannes Vardapet Shahkhat‘unyants*, who had been entrusted with censor-
ing this work, provided the Synod his positive review, making only one non-essential
observation.

Ultimately, however, the Synod did not authorise the printing of the Shield and
instead handed it over to the Mother See library as a prohibited book. The autograph,
which was written in Shushi in 1838, is currently housed at the Mashtots® Matena-
daran.

APMUWHE MEJIKOHSH

«IIUT MMPABOCJIABHBIX» OBCEIIA BAPJAIIETA
APHAXEIIN U 3AIIPET HA EI'O TYBJIMKALIUIO

KawoueBble caoBa: Oscen Apyaxeyu, 6azenvckue muccuonepwt, L,
Jiromepancmeo, npomecmannmusm, APM}ZHCKGE Anocmonvckas
HepKOBb, ueHnsypa, nocm, nodyumaHue ceAimslx, NOKJIOHEHUe
UKOHAM.

®dunocod, 6orocnos, ¢punonor u Mmonax ['anazacapckoro moHacteips XVIII-
XIX BB. Bapmamer OBcenm ApIaxemy HamMcajl CBOW aIlOJIOTETHYSCKHH TpakKTaT
«IluT mpaBoCIaBHBIX» 110 YKa3aHUIo npejcrosTens Kapabaxckoil enapxuu MHTpPO-
nonuta barnacapa ['acana-/xanansana. «LL{ut» Obl1 agpecoBaH wieHaM ApMsiH-
ckoil Amoctonbckoit LlepkBr, KOTOpbIE CHUMMIATH3MPOBAIN WU CKIOHSINCH K
JIIOTEPAHCTBY, a TAK)Ke MPEACTaBUTEISIM IPOTECTAHTCKON IIepKkBH. bazenbckue muc-
croHepsl, obocHoBaBmKecs B ropone Llymmu B 1820-x rogax, n3HavaibHO OpHEH-
TUPOBAJIUCh Ha IPONOBEAb MYCyJIbMaHaM, MYAESAM M IPEICTABUTEISIM APYIHX
penurnii  3akaBka3bs. OHAKO BCKOPE OHU OOpATHIIM CBOC BHHMAaHHE HA MECTHOE
apMSHCKOE HaCeJIEHUE U TIOMBITAINCh IPUBIIEYD €r0 K XpUCTHAHU3ALUHN MYCYJIbMaH.
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«I11uT IpaBOCIaBHBIX» COCTOUT M3 TpexX riaB: 1. «O mocte», 2. «O moYnTaHuu
cBATBIX», 3. «O m100BU (YBa)KCHWU) M HEHAaBUCTH K MKOHam». ABTOP KPUTHKYET
JIOTEepaH, OTBeYasi Ha UX OOBHHEHHS U Pa3bsICHSS TO3UIHIO APMSIHCKOW LEPKBH T10
yKa3aHHBIM TemaM. MlHorma oH oOparraercs k TpaguiusaM [ peueckoii [IpaBocmas-
HOM, Pycckoii IlpaBocnaBHoil u Pumcko-Karommueckoil nepkBed, a Takxke
MyCyJbMaH.

B nos16pe 1838 roga mutpononut barmacap ornpasun «1Lut» B Curop [epo-
npectoiabHOro CBSITOro DuMHag3uHa € LENM0 MOJTYYUTh pa3pelieHnue Ha ero myo-
nukaruio. [Ipumepro uepes rog OBanec Bapaanet [llaxxaTyHsHIl, KOTOpoMy ObLTa
Mopy4yeHa LEH3ypa AToro TpyzAa, npenoctaBun CHHOAY CBOW MOJOKUTEIbHBIN
OTBET, C/IeJIaB JIMIIb OJHO HecyllecTBeHHoe 3ameuanne. Onnako CuHoxa He paspe-
mmn nevyarath «LL[UT mpaBocnaBHBIX» M MEpeAan ero B MEpBONPECTONBHYIO OHO-
JUOTEKY KakK 3arpenieHHyto KHury. ABrorpad, Hamucannbii B [llymm B 1838 roxy,
B HacTrosllee BpeMsl XpaHuTcst B MareHanapane umenu Mecpona Mamrona.





