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ARSEN HARUTYUNYAN

THE SCULPTURAL DECORATION AND DATING OF THE DOME
OF THE HOLY APOSTLES CHURCH OF TATEV MONASTERY

Keywords: Tatev Monastery, Holy Apostles Church, dome, drum, woven
cross, window, relief carving, epigraphy, memorial record.

The sculptural decoration of the dome of the Holy Apostles Church at Tatev
Monastery, a spiritual and cultural centre of Syunik, has not yet received due
attention, as a result of which its dating has been presented in the literature with
severe contradictions. The sculptural decoration of the drum in question can be
interpreted as a cohesive three-layered composition, where, through the dynamic
development of the so-called “Seljuk chain”, a remarkable hierarchical image has
been formed. This image can be described as follows: encircling the twelve narrow,
elongated windows located in the lower zone of the drum, the interlaced ornament
transitions with the same rhythm into the central zone, creating twelve
interconnected woven crosses in the form of the Tree of Life. In the upper, celestial
zone of the composition, seraphim and another smaller cross-adorned chain have
been placed, while, corresponding to the central chain, are twelve relief carvings, of
which only five have definite iconography: the Mother of God with the Child, St.
Gregory the llluminator with Trdat (a converted king), St. Stephen the Protomartyr,
St. Gregory the Illuminator with boar-shaped king Trdat, and the Annunciation.

The iconographic parallels of the drum, the craftsmanship of the sculptures, as
well as epigraphic and literary sources, directly testify that the dome of the Holy
Apostles Church, prior to its collapse during the 1931 earthquake, had been
reconstructed in the first quarter of the 18th century. In terms of its compositional
structure, parallels can be identified in a number of contemporaneous monuments,
both in the Ararat Plain (a central Armenian region) and within the broader context
of Armenian cultural heritage in Nakhijevan and Iran.
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APCEH APYTIOHSIH

CKYJIBIITYPHOE YBPAHCTBO U JATUPOBKA KYIIOJIA
HEPKBHU CBATBIX ATTIOCTOJIOB TATEBCKOI'O MOHACTBIPA

KawuesBble cioBa:  TaTeBckHil MOHACTBIPH, IIEPKOBH CBATHIX AIOCTOJIOB, KYIIOI,
OapabaH, IIETEHBIN KPECT, OKHO, penbed, amurpaduka, maMsr-
Hasl 3aIKCh.

CkynbITypHOE YOPaHCTBO Kymousia epkBU CBSTBHIX AmNOCTOnoB TaTeBcKOro
MOHACTBIPS — IYXOBHO-KYJIBTYpHOTO IleHTpa CIOHHKa — 0 CUX IOp HE y/0CTanBa-
JIOCh TOJDKHOTO BHUMAHMS, BCJICICTBUE YETr0 €ro JaTHPOBKA MPEICTaBICHA B JIUTE-
paType KpaifHe mpoTHBOpeuYrBo. PaccMaTprBaeMoe CKynpNTYpHOE YOpaHCTBO Oapa-
0aHa MOXXHO VYCIIOBHO WHTEPIPETHPOBATh KaK TPEXYPOBHEBYIO IIENBHYIO
KOMITO3UIIMIO, TJIe TIOCPEICTBOM JIMHAMUYHOTO Pa3BUTHS TaK Ha3bIBAEMOM «CEMb/I-
KYKCKOH Lenm» chopMUpoBaHa MpUMeYaTesIbHAs HepapXrUuecKas KapTHHA: OMos-
CBIBasi y3KH€, BBITSAHYTHIC JIBCHANATh OKOH B HIDKHEM Tosce OapabaHa, IIeTeHBIH
OpHAMEHT B TOM K€ PUTME MEPEXOANT B IEHTPAIBHEIN T0sC, 00pa3ys ABEHA IATh
B3aMIMOCBSI3aHHBIX TIETEHBIX KPECTOB C MOTHBOM JIpeBa *U3HU. B BepxHewm, HeOec-
HOM TT0sICE€ KOMIIO3UIIMHU PACTIONOXKEHBI cepadyMBI U ellle OJHa MaJlas KpecTooopas-
Has [[eTlb, 2 B COOTBETCTBHH C IIEHTPAIBHOM IETBI0 — IBEHANATh PelbepHBIX n300-
paKEHHH, W3 KOTOPBIX ONpEAeTIeHHO HACHTHOUIHMPYETCS WKOHOTpadusi TOJIBKO
matu: boromareps ¢ Mnaneniiem, CB. ['puropuii [IpocBetutens ¢ Tpaatom (HOBO-
obpamienHbii napp), CB. Credan [lepsomyuenux, Cs. I'puropuii [IpocBeturens ¢
Tpnatom B 00nmube Benps, u briarosemnienue.

Hkonorpaduueckue napamnenu penbedoB O0apabaHa, HCIIOIHUTENBCKOE Mac-
TEPCTBO CKYJBITOpA, a TakXke snurpaduyeckue M NMHCbMEHHbIE MCTOYHHUKH Ha-
MPSIMYIO CBUIETENHCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO KYTIOJ HEPKBU CBATBIX AINOCTOJIOB J0 €T0
paspymenus 3emierpsicenreM 1931 roga ObIT BOCCTAHOBJICH B MEPBOI YETBEPTH
XVIII Beka. B KOMIIO3UIIMOHHOM OTHOIIIEHUH OH UMEET MapaJuIeH B psijie OMU3KUX
10 BpEMEHU NMaMSITHUKOB KaK B ApapaTCKOU TOJIMHE, TaK U B KOHTEKCTE apMSHCKOTO
KyJbTypHOTO Hacienus HaxuueBanu u Mpana.





