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Abstract

The Armistice of Mudros, signed on October 30, 1918, provided an
opportunity for Armenian intellectuals who had survived the Genocide to publish
periodicals in Constantinople. Among these publications was the highly regarded
daily newspaper “Chakatamart”. The newspaper addressed various issues
concerning the Armenian people, including the internal and external political
challenges faced by the First Republic of Armenia. One of its key areas of focus
was the fundamental problems in the educational and cultural sectors.
“Chakatamart” covered these topics through news reports prepared by its own
correspondents, interviews, and reprints from newspapers published in Armenia.
The articles were objective and impartial, while its analytical pieces stood out for
their optimism and offered solutions to the problems in the fields of education
and culture. The newspaper presented these issues in a positive light and
generally approached the shortcomings and deficiencies in the government's
work with leniency, attributing them to the evolving circumstances of the
Armenian Question. Almost every issue of the “Chakatamart” periodical included
publications related to the restoration and reopening of Armenian educational
institutions and cultural centers. Numerous analytical articles were devoted to the
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challenges faced by schools and the concerns of teachers’ unions. The
newspaper frequently published the opinions of Armenian cultural figures and
artists, who reflected on the core issues and achievements within their respective
fields. “Chakatamart” also covered the activities of theaters, museums, and
libraries of the First Republic of Armenia — mainly through news reports and
correspondence genres. However, analytical articles and interviews on these
topics were rarely published. The paper placed special emphasis on the
Armenianization policy, which aimed to support the independence of the newly
established Armenian state. A large number of materials were published on
topics such as: proclaiming Armenian as the official language, ensuring that state
correspondence be conducted in Armenian, opening Armenian schools, and the
necessity of founding a university. Articles on cultural and educational themes
were typically grouped under the headings: “Kyanqy Hayastani mej”, “Araratyan
surhandak”, “Haykakan kyank”, and “Ardzaganq Hayastanen”. The publication
emphasized the importance of educated professionals and the development of
the educational and cultural spheres based on the mother tongue and national
traditions. However, its perspectives on the issues and fate of Armenian
educational and cultural institutions varied between those operating within the
First Republic of Armenia and those under Ottoman rule. “Chakatamart”
asserted that only within the borders of an independent Armenian state could
education, science, and culture flourish, whereas under Turkish rule, the
authorities would oppose and prevent such progress.

Keywords: Mudros Armistice, Armenian Question, Armenian Periodicals in
Constantinople, First Republic of Armenia, “Chakatamart” Daily Newspaper,
Educational and Cultural Issues, “Life in Armenia” Section.

Introduction

Shortly after the establishment of the First Republic of Armenia, addressing
the challenges in the fields of education and culture became a priority of the state
policy. Through the relevant ministries of the government, various state and
public institutions, as well as the adopted decisions and laws, the activities in these
sectors were gradually regulated. Alongside elementary schools, secondary
schools, a university, a repository of manuscripts, theaters, libraries, museums,
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and other educational and cultural institutions were opened.! They began to
operate on a public and state basis.?

In recent years, the educational and cultural life of the First Republic of
Armenia has been studied quite thoroughly and seriously in our country,?
therefore, within the scope of this article, we will focus on the publications
featured in the “Chakatamart” daily newspaper,* published in Constantinople
from 1918 to 1924, and held in high regard. These publications presented the key
issues faced by the newly established independent Armenian state, particularly in
the fields of education and culture, the initiatives undertaken by government
officials to overcome these challenges, and the recorded success and
achievements. This newspaper had correspondents and reporters in Armenia. The
materials published in the pages of this periodical hold, in some respects, a
primary source significance and can provide specialists with valuable information
that contributes to a more comprehensive understanding of the implemented
programs’ development in the mentioned fields during the period under study.
Moreover, this information is objective and impartial, free from any party bias or
political influence on the professional activities of the correspondents.

The issues of the educational sector of the First Republic of Armenia in
the pages of “Chakatamart”

During the years of its publication, the daily newspaper “Chakatamart” has
emphasized the role of national education and culture in preserving identity, and
educating the rising generation as real Armenians. In the years following the
Armenian Genocide, nearly every issue of the newspaper included articles on the
efforts to restore and reactivate Armenian educational institutions and cultural
centers. There are numerous analytical articles dedicated to the discussion of
problems of schools, and issues of concern to teachers' unions. Cultural figures

! History of Armenia 2010, 86-98.

2 Vratsyan 1924, 110-113.

% History of Armenia, vol. 1, issue 4, 2010, 799; Hakobyan 2005, 64; Educational and
Cultural Life during the Years of the First Republic of Armenia: Conference Proceedings,
2018, 279; Laws of the Parliament of the Republic of Armenia (1918-1920), 1998, 506.

4 The “Chakatamart” daily newspaper was published in Constantinople from 1918 to
1924. Although it was supported by the Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF), it was not a
party publication. See Hovsepyan, 2009, 194 on “Chakatamart” and the ARF periodicals of
Constantinople.
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and artists have also expressed their views in the pages of this newspaper. The
hard work of the editorial staff provides an opportunity to gain an idea of various
issues of concern to the Western Armenian intellectual elite in 1918-1924,
including educational and cultural issues and the proposed ways to solve them, as
well as the work and positive experience practiced in these areas. Naturally,
“Chakatamart” also addressed the development processes of various sectors of
the First Republic of Armenia, among which education and culture held a
prominent place.

The newspaper provided its readers with a detailed view of cultural and
educational developments, particularly during 1919-1920. These materials were
primarily featured in the “Life in Armenia” section. They were also published
under certain headings such as “Araratian Messenger,” “Educational Life in
Armenia,” “Cultural Messenger,” “Theater,” “Books,” and “A Jubilee” as well as
in the “Literary Feuilleton” section posted on the final page.

Works of famous Armenian and foreign writers of the time and reviews
written about many of them were published in “Chakatamart”. The newspaper’s
pages featured debates on the development of Armenian literature and its
connections with the literatures of neighboring peoples. It is noteworthy that the
newspaper placed special emphasis on the policy of Armenianization, which was
considered a factor contributing to the independence of the newly created
Armenian state. There were numerous publications advocating for the declaration
of Armenian as the state language, the use of the native language in official
correspondence, the establishment of Armenian schools, and the founding of a
university. For instance, on June 21, 1919, it was reported that the first meeting of
Armenian press representatives had taken place at Yerevan City Hall, during
which the Committee for Armenianization was established, and decisions related
to the native language were adopted.> The Armenianization Committee was
supposed to contribute to the Armenianization process of institutions and
establishments. The committee's appeal, which was also published in the
newspaper, was intended to serve this purpose.® On July 1, 1919, the newspaper
published a circular from the Armenian government announcing that Armenian
would be granted the status of the official state language, and all official writing

5 “Chakatamart”, N2 186, June 21, 1919.
6 “Chakatamart”, N2 186, June 21, 1919.
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would be conducted entirely in Armenian.” It was also reported that the renowned
doctor Vahan Artsruni had compiled an Armenian medical dictionary containing
12,000 words, with plans to add more words in the future.®

Despite the many socio-economic and geopolitical challenges facing the newly
formed state, the leaders of the First Republic of Armenia approached the
development of cultural and educational policies with great seriousness and paid
close attention to implementing its principles and guidelines. Derived from issues
of vital importance for Armenia, “Chakatamart” presented the reform and
development programs launched in the fields of education and culture, the works
implemented with great difficulty, and various initiatives. The materials written on
educational and cultural topics were summarized under the headings “Life in
Armenia,” “Araratian Messenger,” “Armenian Life,” and “Response from
Armenia.” “Chakatamart” covered important events in the fields of education,
culture, and art. The main reason was the almost insoluble socio-economic
problems facing the newly created state, which were compounded by geopolitical
circumstances and wars with neighbors, as well as the country’s unpredictable
future. The newspaper’s publications showed that the country’s leaders, plagued
by food and living problems, attached importance to the role of education, art,
and culture of the rising generation. In a short period, the country's leadership
regulated the problems of the educational sector, put the school system in order,
opened the future conservatory, public and other libraries, laid the foundations of
writers’ and artists’ unions, a national state theater, and promoted sports unions
and sports schools. This intense educational and cultural activity found its
reflection in the pages of “Chakatamart.” In 1919, the newspaper wrote:
“Following the special editions of newspapers coming from Armenia, we see that
the Armenian Ministry of Education is making decisions regarding education,
literature, and art, which are encouraging for us.” In one of the news, it was
mentioned: “School buildings are gradually being vacated, and schools are
reopening.”® From the newspaper’s publications, the parliament and
government’s attention to educational and cultural issues was beyond doubt. The

" Manasyan 1919, 194.

8 Medical Dictionary 1919, 194,

¢ Parsamyans 1919, 222.

10 “Chakatamart,” Ne 52, January 15, 1919.
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role of the mother tongue was emphasized when organizing public education."
The newspaper quoted Prime Minister A. Khatissian’s words: “There is hope to
establish a stronger foundation for educational work in the 1919-1920 academic
year.”*? For this purpose, the government was guided by the following principles
in the field of public education: to make primary education universal, compulsory,
and free; to promote vocational education; to nationalize church and parish
schools by incorporating them into the general school system; and to establish
higher education institutions as well as Sunday schools for the adult population.®
The periodical reported that the Ministry of Public Education and Arts of Armenia
had made changes to the curricula of parish and church schools.**

According to the newspaper, the government made a historic decision to
open a state university in Yerevan.® There were several articles in the daily
newspaper dedicated to the opening of the university. From these, readers
learned that part of the building of Yerevan Gymnasium would be allocated to the
university,'® and the decision to open this educational institution was made on May
16, 1919.Y The faculties of history and linguistics as well as law and economics
were to be housed in a separate building.'® The newspaper articles revealed that
the university had opened in Alexandrapol on January 31, 1920, with the condition
to operate in Yerevan once the obstructive circumstances were removed.'® The
editorial team welcomed the opening of the university: “The opening of the
university was necessary to strengthen Armenia’s independence in the broadest
sense.”®

The cultural events of the First Republic of Armenia were highlighted in
the publications of “Chakatamart”

“Chakatamart” covered the activities of theaters, museums, and libraries of

1 “Chakatamart,” Ne 212, July 22, 1919.

12 “Chakatamart,” Ne 248, September 3, 1919.
13 “Chakatamart,” Ne 269, September 27, 1919.
14 “Chakatamart,” Ne 262, September 19, 1919.
15 “Chakatamart,” Ne 212, July 22, 1919.

16 “Chakatamart,” N2 275, October 5, 1919.

7 Zavryan 1919, 291.

8 Zavryan 1919, 291.

19 “Chakatamart,” Ne 378, February 13, 1920.
20 “Chakatamart,” Ne 378, February 13, 1920.
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the First Republic of Armenia, mainly through news reports and correspondence.
There were hardly any analytical articles or interviews on these topics. The
newspaper reported that a private library had been established under the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Armenia to collect professional literature, and open the
library in the capital.** The periodical published the official letter of the Minister of
Public Education and Arts, Nikol Aghbalyan, addressed to the Yerevan City
Administration.? It presented a project for constructing theater buildings in cities
and towns.? Ovi Sevumyan, an actor and director sent from Armenia with his
theater troupe, personally told the Armenian community in Constantinople about
the plan to establish a national state theater in Armenia.?*

“Chakatamart” reported on news, events, and significant initiatives in
Armenia's educational and cultural sectors. The newspaper considered the
government's decision to establish a Department for the Preservation of
Antiquities as essential.”® The periodical published an appeal of the head of that
department, Ashkharhabek Lori-Melik Kalantar, that everyone, not just the
government, should get involved in the preservation of ancient sites, monuments,
and works of art.?® The newspaper published a circular from the Ministry of
Public Education and Arts,?” which requested that any discovered antiquities be
reported to the staff of the Department for the Preservation of Antiquities.?®

The Armenian leadership had a special attitude towards museums and
libraries as important links connecting the past to the present. This approach was
shared by the editorial staff of “Chakatamart,” which did not miss an opportunity
to publish news touching these areas. Let us cite one of the correspondents as an
example. The “Light of Freedom” library-reading room in Van was established in
1908 following the proclamation of constitutional order in the Ottoman Empire.
Of the approximately 10,000 books collected there, some were salvaged by young
people during the turmoil of the Armenian Genocide.”® These books were

2 Zavryan 1919, 291.

22 Aghbalyan 1919, 309.

% Aghbalyan 1919, 309.

% “Chakatamart”, Ne 293, 02.11.1919.

% | ori-Melik 1919, 287.

% |ori-Melik 1919, 287.

27 “Chakatamart”, N2 302, November 13, 1919.
28 “Chakatamart”, Ne 302, November 13, 1919.
2 “Chakatamart”, Ne 195, July 2, 1919.
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transported to Yerevan,*® where, in January 1919, the library-reading room was
reestablished under the same name within the ARF House.*' “Chakatamart”
reprinted a letter from the “Ashkhatank” (meaning work) newspaper, which
stated that the museums in Western Armenia (including the Ani Museum) and the
antiquities preserved in monasteries were destroyed during the years of the
Armenian Genocide. The letter lamented: "In the Republic, we currently have no
museums or national memorial antiquities of any kind. All we possess is the
ecclesiastical historical-ethnographic ‘Hayrikian Museum’ in Etchmiadzin.”*? The
author of the letter appealed to the Ministry of Public Education and Arts,
requesting support for the preservation of the museum founded in Etchmiadzin in
1898 by Mkrtich Khrimian.?

Conclusions

Summing up the results of our study, we can state that “Chakatamart” daily
newspaper objectively addressed the main issues of the socio-economic and
educational-cultural life of the First Republic of Armenia, viewed them in a positive
light, and forgivingly approached the gaps and shortcomings observed in the work
of the government, attributing them to the developments of the Armenian
Question. The newspaper was confident that, under favorable geopolitical
circumstances, the First Republic of Armenia would be able to overcome the
difficulties in all fields, including those in education and culture. “The Battlefield”
rightly emphasized the importance of having educated specialists in Armenia’s
economic progress. The newspaper’s approaches were differentiated regarding
the challenges and fate of Armenian educational and cultural institutions and
establishments operating in the First Republic of Armenia and in the Ottoman
reality. The editorial team believed that for the newly established Armenian state,
everything in these fields had to be created and developed from scratch, whereas
in the Western Armenian context, the task was to restore and preserve what had
previously been established. “Chakatamart” believed that only within the borders
of the homeland would education, science, and culture have the opportunity to
progress and develop, while the Turkish authorities were against it and would not

30 Baghruni 1919, 169.

3l “Chakatamart”, Ne 278, October 9, 1919.
32 “Chakatamart”, N2 278, October 9, 1919.
33 “Chakatamart”, Ne 278, October 9, 1919.
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allow this to happen. Already in 1924, “Chakatamart” was concerned about the
laws and decisions adopted by the Turkish authorities that limited the right of
national minorities (Armenians in particular) to receive education in their native
language.®* The newspaper reported that Armenian schools in Turkey were
seriously endangered,®® in contrast to the fact that they were treated with great
care and supported by state policy in the First Republic of Armenia. It is worth
noting that before 1915, more than 2,000 Armenian schools were operating in
Ottoman Turkey, whereas by the early 1920s, only 47 Armenian schools remained
in Constantinople. Additionally, speaking any language other than Turkish in
public places was prohibited. The first Constitution of the Republic of Turkey,
adopted in 1924, declared that all peoples living in the country and holding
citizenship were considered Turks.*® “Chakatamart” also presented the
achievements of Eastern and Western Armenian figures in theater, literature,
painting, and other branches of art. Through these publications, the editorial
team seemed to demonstrate that despite all the catastrophes, the Armenian
people had revived and were striving to hold their ground, achieving outstanding
results on renowned stages and in exhibition halls worldwide.
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<U3UUSULh UNURPL <ULPUMESNRISUL
UPRUUTUUNRBUSPL <PULURLAPPLERD
ULHPUHLAL «BULUSUUUNS» OPUREI [P ERGPNKY
(1918-1920 (313

Udthnthnid

1918 . hnywntidptiph 30-hu Yupywd Uninpnuh ghuwnwnwnpp htwpwyn-
pnieiniu nybg Stnwuwwunieiniuhg thpyywsd hwy dinwynpwywuubphtu 4nu-
wnwununiwynund hpwwnwpwyb plipe U wywppbpwywuubp: “wug pynud Ep
pwndp Jwplywuhy niubignn «dwlwwmwdwpuny opwpebipep: Wu wunpwnwn-
unud Ep hwy dnnnypnht dinwhngnn wwppbip fuunhputiph: “Hpwughg thu <w-
Jwuwnwuh Unweohtu hwupwwbunniejwt wnol dwnwgwd ubppht nu wpunwpht
pwnwpwlwuniyejwuu wnusynn fuunhpubpp, win pYnwW' Yppwdwynieuwihu
ninpund wnyw hhdwhwpgbipp: Mwppbpwlwup npwup (nuwpwund Ep ub-
thwywtu pnrwyhgutinh ywunpwuwnwd niptiph, hwpgwagnpnygutiph b <wjwu-
wnwunw wnwwagnpynn dwdnihg wpjwd wpunwwnwnudubiph dhongny: <pwiwyw-
pwyndubpp opjGYnhy nt wuwswn thu, huy ybpndwlwu hnnwdubipp wsph
Ehu pulunud hpbug (wywinbunygjwdp bW wwpniwwynid Ehu Ypenyegjwu nt dow-
Ynyph ptwqwywnutipnud Gnwd fuunhpubiph Nédwu wnwownlubp: Gbpep
wyn hhduwhwpgbipp npwywu |nyup ubippn £ nhunnwpybp b punhwunyp wndwdp
Ywnwywpnipjwu wofuwwnwupnd Ulwunynn, rbpnyeniuutphu uGpnnwdwnn-
pbu k dnnbigh]’ npwup wwydwuwynpbiny <wjywlwu hwpgh qupqugnuiub-
pny: «Bwlwwnwdwpunp» juwpunpnud Ep Yppywd dwutwgbinubph nbipp W Yp-
pwdwyniygwihu ninpwnp dlwynpnudu nu quipgwgndp' dwypbup Gggh nt wg-
gwjht wjwunnyputiph hhdph Ypw: Opwpebpeh dnunbignudutipp wwppbipwy-
qwdé thu <wjwuwnwuh Unweohtu hwupwwbunnyeniund b oudwujwt hpwlw-
uniejwu dbg gnpdnn hwjjwywu Yppwlwu nu dywyniewiht hwuwnwwnniegintu-

58


mailto:mariamhovsepian@mail.ru

The Coverage of Educational and Cultural Issues...

utbiph, Yppogwfiuubinh fuunhpubpp nt dwlwwwgnpph wnusniejwdp: «BSwlywunw-
dwpwp» gunund Ep, np Ypeneiniup, ghnnyegniup b dywynyep wnwypupwgh
nt qupgugdwu htwpwynpniginiu Yniubuwhu dhwju hwypbiuh wbwnnyegjwu
uwhdwuubpnud:

Pwuwih pwnbp' Uninpnup ghtiwnwnwp, <wjwlwt hwpg, wnuwhwy wwppb-
pwlwbttp, <wywuypwih Unwohti hwbpwwbypneinit, «dwlhuwgpwdwpy»  opw-
rbnp, Ynpwbwlnpuyht hhduwfutnppttn, «Wwipp <wywuywth dbo» pudhu:
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