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Abstract - The Republic of Armenia has made significant progress in the establishment of the
country’s national security policy and security system, creating the necessary political-legal
prerequisites and control frameworks for evaluating, reviewing, and further developing the
effectiveness of the operations of state security bodies and processes occurring in areas of
strategic importance to the state. However, it is important to note that the primary issue in
these processes pertains to the level of coordination of security policy, which was somewhat
differentiated in both functional and subject aspects, especially in the context of Armenia
transitioning to a parliamentary governance model, subsequent developments in defence and
security, and the conditions of active wartime processes. Inter-agency state bodies are the
structures that develop the main directions for addressing internal and external strategic risks
and threats to the country, as well as coordinate the activities of various state bodies in the
relevant area. These structures have been formed and function in nearly all countries abroad.
This article examines the status and scope of authority of similar bodies in the United States,
the Russian Federation, Iran, Poland, Israel, and Georgia as potential models for improving
the operational conditions of the Security Council in Armenia. The presented examples show
that although the national security legislation in different countries share common goals, each
of them stands out with its own political-legal definitions, formation and subordination, as well


https://doi.org/10.53548/0320-8117-2025.2-134

The Status of the Security Council in Ensuring National Security 135

as structural and functional characteristics. In the Republic of Armenia, the constitutional
reforms 2015 stipulated that starting from April 2018, the Prime Minister would head the
Security Council, which also defines the main directions of defence policy. The study of the
practice of security coordination bodies provides valuable experience for the consistent deve-
lopment of procedures ensuring the full establishment of Armenia’s security policy and its
practical applicability.
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AnHomayus — Pecnybnuka ApmeHua pocturna 3HauuTenbHOro nporpecca B ¢popMupoBaHum
MOMUTWKM HaLMOHaNbHON Be30MacHOCTM 1 cucTeMbl 6e30MacHOCTU CTpaHbl, CO3A4aB HEOOXOAN-
Mble MOJNTUKO-MPaBOBble MPEANOCHITKU U KOHTPOSNbHbIE MEXaHU3Mbl 1A OLEHKW, NepecMoT-
pa ¥ panbHeiiliero pasBuTMA 3pPEKTUBHOCTU AEATENBHOCTU FOCYAAaPCTBEHHbIX OpraHoB 6es-
OMacHOCTU U MPOLLECCOB, NMPOUCXOAALLMX B CTPATEMMUYECKN BaHbIX AA rocyAapcTsa ciepax.
OpHako BaMHO OTMETUTb, YTO OCHOBHaA NMpobrema B 3TUX MpoLeccax KacaeTcA YPOBHA KOOp-
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OMHauuM nonuTuku 6esomnacHocTH, KoTopas Obina Heckonbko AudpcpepeHuMpoBaHa kak B
pyHKLUMOHANBHOM, TaK W B CyObeKTHOM acrekTax, 0COOeHHO B KOHTEKCTe mepexofa ApmeHuun
K napnameHTCKOW MoAenu yrnpaBneHuA, NOocneayromx n3meHeHuii B 060poHHol ccepe n B
nonuTuke 6e30MacHOCTU, a TaKiKe B YCNOBUAX aKTUBHbIX BOEHHbIX AeiicTeuii. [ocypapcTeeH-
Hble MeXBEAOMCTBEHHbIE OpraHbl pa3pabaTbiBaloT OCHOBHble HampaBneHUA Mo NPOTUBOAEN-
CTBWIO BHYTPEHHUM U BHELLUHUM CTpaTErMyecKMM pUCKaM U yrpo3am CTpaHe, a TakMe KOOopau-
HUPYIOT AEATENbHOCTb PasfMyHbIX FOCYHapCTBEHHbIX OpPraHoB B COOTBETCTBYHOLLEl cdpepe.
MopobHble cTpyKTypbl CHOPMUPOBaHbI U PYHKLMOHUPYIOT MPaKTUYECKN BO BCEX 3apybemHbIx
cTpaHax. B paHHOI1 cTaTbe paccMaTpuBaeTca cTaTyc U cdpepa NONHOMOYMIA aHaNorMyYHbIX opra-
HoB B CoeguHerHbix LUTtatax, Poccuiickoii Pepepaunn, Upane, Monblie, WU3paunne u pysum
Kak MoTeHLWamnbHbIX MoOfeneilt AnA ynyyllueHua ycnoBuit doyHkuuoHuposaHua CoseTa besonac-
HocT ApmeHuu. lMpepcTaBneHHble NpUMePbl MOKasblBatoOT, Y4TO, HECMOTPA Ha Hanuuve ob-
WMX Leneii B HalLMOHabHOM 3aKOHOJAaTeNbCTBE O 6E30MacHOCTM PasiMyYHbIX CTPaH, Kampoe
3aKOHOAATENbCTBO M3 HUX OTINYAeTCA CBOUMU MONUTUKO-MPaBOBbIMU OMpeAeneHuamu, no-
PAAKOM (POPMMPOBAHWUA W MOAYMHEHHOCTM, @ TaKKe CTPYKTYPHbIMWU U (PYHKLMOHANbHbIMM
ocobeHHocTamM. B Pecnybnuke ApmeHusa KoHcTUTyuuoHHbiMM pecbopmamu 2015 roga npepy-
cmoTpeHo, 4to ¢ anpena 2018 roga CoseT 6esonacHocTv Bo3rnasaseT [lpembep-MUHUCTP,
KOTOPpbIii Takie onpependeT OCHOBHble HanpaBneHAs 0bOpoHHOW monuTuKK. M3yueHue npak-
TUKN KOOPAMHUPYHOLLIMX OpraHoB 6€30MacHOCTU NPeAoCTaBNAeT LEHHbIN OMnbIT Aia nocnefo-
BaTeNbHOro pa3BUTWA Mpoueayp, obecreunBatoLLX MONHOLEHHOE CTaHOBMEHWE MOMUTUKM
6e30nacHOCTU ApMEHUN 1 ee NPAKTUYECKYHO peanu3aLuio.

Keywords - security, subject, status, state, strategy.
Zhduwpwnbp - wuywnwugnye)niu, unipjtln, Yupguyhdwy, wbunyeniu, nwqdwywpnipintu:
KntoueBble cnosa — 6e3onacHoCTb, Cyb6beKT, cTaTyc, rocyaapcTeo, CTpaTerua.

Introduction

In the structures responsible for implementing the security policy of any state,
particular emphasis is placed on institutions specifically established for this purpose,
which are tasked with developing and coordinating the country’s security policy.
These institutions primarily take the form of security advisory bodies (councils). The
organisational and structural analysis of foreign countries’ security coordination bo-
dies, including their history of establishment, structure, objectives, and functions,
holds significant value from a practical and scientific perspective. This analysis also
provides an opportunity to incorporate elements of their best practices into the Re-
public of Armenia.

State-authority bodies responsible for or involved in ensuring national security
elaborate on specific provisions of the state’s security concept related to their re-
spective fields of activity, in accordance with their designated objectives. The imple-
mentation and assurance of state security policy cannot be carried out solely by a
single governmental body within a specific sector. Rather, its comprehensive coor-
dination requires an institution endowed with the necessary authority, mechanisms,
and influence — namely, the Security Council (Matpywesa 2009, 11). This is also sti-
pulated by the Law of the Republic of Armenia "On the Formation and Activities of
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the Security Council”, which defines the Security Council as the primary body re-
sponsible for developing the country’s security and defence policy («Uuyunwugnt-
Rwu funphpnp Yuqdwynpdwu b gnpdniubnyejw Jwuhu» << opbkup 2018).

Comparative Analysis of the Responsibility of State Authorities

Furthermore, the coordinated guidelines, regulatory provisions, and directives,
which have undergone expert evaluation and have been approved by the relevant
governmental authorities, typically constitute the doctrinal documents forming the
substantive framework of state security policy.

Similar bodies operate in the United States, the Russian Federation, the United
Kingdom, Japan, Israel, Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Turkey, Georgia, and other countries.
Research indicates that the political and legal status of these supraministerial bodies
is determined by the form of government in each country. These institutions are
referred to by different names across various states, including the National Security
Council (United States, Russia, Georgia), the Security Council (Macedonia), the Su-
preme Council of National Security (Romania, Iran), the State Secretariat of the Se-
curity Council (Belarus), the National Defence Council (Lithuania), the National Security
and Defence Council (France, Ukraine), and the Security Committee (Kazakhstan).

In some countries, the institutions responsible for coordinating security policy
have been established in recent years or are still in the process of formation. For
instance, in 2007, within the framework of constitutional reforms, British Prime
Minister Gordon Brown announced the creation of the National Security Council.
The council structure was modelled after the U.S. system, incorporating an advisory
body of security experts attached to the Prime Minister. Some experts were also
recruited from the House of Lords.

Organization of the Defence and National Security Council in Different
Countries: A Comparative Analysis

As part of security system reforms, the President of France announced the es-
tablishment of the Defence and National Security Council in October 2008. Curren-
tly, the Council includes the Prime Minister, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Mi-
nister of the Interior, the Minister of Defence, and the Minister of Finance and Eco-
nomy. Other ministers may participate in the Council’s activities as needed. The au-
thority of this body has been expanded compared to its predecessors - the Internal
Security Council and the Defence Council. The Council’s primary objective is to en-
sure the state’s internal and external security.

The system of institutions ensuring national security in the United States was
formally established in 1947 with the adoption of the National Security Act by Con-
gress (The National Security Act of 1947). With the enactment of this law, the Natio-
nal Security Council (NSC) acquired the status of the highest coordinating and direc-
ting body within the U.S. national security system. In addition to its function of advi-
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sing the President on national security matters, the law also assigned the NSC the
responsibility of coordinating the activities of all federal departments and agencies
dealing with national security issues.

At the same time, the law did not grant the U.S. President the discretionary au-
thority to appoint additional members to the NSC from among federal executive offi-
cials. Instead, it established a fixed composition of permanent members, which in-
cluded the President of the United States, the Secretary of State, the Secretaries of
Defence, the Army, the Air Force, and the Navy, as well as the Director of the Na-
tional Security Resources Board.

In 1949, as a result of legislative amendments, the U.S. President was granted
the right, with the approval of Congress, to include the heads and deputies of other
federal departments, including security agencies, in the National Security Council
(NSC), depending on the issues under discussion (National Security Act Amendments of
1949). This amendment also added the United States Vice President to the NSC.

In 1971, U.S. President Richard Nixon established an Intelligence Committee
within the NSC to develop the general priorities for U.S. intelligence and counterin-
telligence activities. Additionally, "Committee 40" was created to oversee the coordi-
nation of covert operations conducted by U.S. intelligence services abroad.

It is important to note that the structure of the NSC has undergone changes at
different times, depending on the discretion of the incumbent President. On Febru-
ary 13, 2009, a presidential executive order established the composition of the NSC,
which included the President of the United States, the Vice President, the Secretary
of State, the Secretaries of Defence, Energy, Treasury, Justice, and Homeland Secu-
rity, the U.S. Representative to the United Nations, the White House Chief of Staff,
the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, the Director of National
Intelligence, and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (Matpywesa 2009, 142-144).

The U.S. National Security Council (NSC) is distinguished by its complex struc-
ture, which consists of regional committees, policy coordination committees, opera-
tional committees, and other bodies. The regional committees are overseen by the
Assistant Secretaries of State and include:

¢ The Committee on European and Eurasian Affairs

¢ The Committee on Russian and CIS Affairs

e The Committee on Western Hemisphere Affairs

¢ The Committee on East Asian Affairs

e The Committee on South Asian, Middle Eastern, and North African Affairs

e The Committee on African Affairs (MBarHos 2013, 14).

The operational committees are primarily led by the heads of divisions within
the NSC staff. Some of the most significant committees include:

e The Counterterrorism Information Strategy Committee

e The Committee on Combating Transnational Organized Crime
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e The Committee on the Prevention of the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass
Destruction and Homeland Security

e The Committee on Arms Control

¢ The Committee on Defence Strategy, Military Forces, and Force Planning

e The Committee on Democracy, Human Rights, and International Opera-
tions, among others.

The U.S. National Security Council (NSC) includes approximately 30 policy co-
ordination committees, which function as interagency commissions composed of as-
sistant department heads and departmental experts from relevant government
agencies. It should be noted that these committees represent the lowest level within
the NSC structure. They are also categorised into regional and operational commit-
tees or those specialising in specific issues (Council on Foreign Relations 2023).

In the national security system of the Russian Federation, the following structu-
ral elements can be identified:

e The President of the Russian Federation

e The Security Council, along with its interagency commissions

¢ The Federation Council and the State Duma

e The Government of the Russian Federation

e Federal executive bodies

o Executive bodies of the subjects of the Russian Federation

e Local self-government bodies of Russia (KoueTtkos 2015, 23).

The Russian Security Council differs significantly from the U.S. National Securi-
ty Council in terms of political-legal status and structure. The Constitution of the
Russian Federation, adopted through a referendum on December 12, 1993, estab-
lished a provision mandating the formation and leadership of the Security Council
by the President of Russia, as well as the definition of the Council’s status through
federal legislation (KoHctutyumna Poccuiickoii Pepepaumun 2020).

By its status, the Security Council of the Russian Federation (RF Security Coun-
cil) is a collegial and advisory body under the President, responsible for implemen-
ting a unified state policy in the field of national security. Its constitutional status is
characterised not only by the fact that its formation by the President is enshrined in
the Constitution and regulated by a separate federal law, but also by its direct and
primary function - ensuring the necessary conditions for the President to exercise
his constitutional powers aimed at preserving Russia’s independence, territorial in-
tegrity, sovereignty, and the protection of human and civil rights and freedoms. In
this regard, the Security Council functions as a collegial advisory body under the
President, executing a unified state policy in the field of national security.

The objectives of the Russian Security Council, as established and subsequently
amended by Presidential decrees, include:

¢ Ensuring the conditions for the President of the Russian Federation to exer-
cise his powers in the field of national security;



140 Bagrat Bagratyan

o Formulating state policy in the field of national security and monitoring its
implementation;

e Forecasting, identifying, analysing, and assessing national security threats,
including evaluating military risks and threats and developing measures for their
neutralisation;

¢ Preparing recommendations for the President of the Russian Federation;

e Defining the main directions of the country’s external military policy;

e Coordinating the activities of federal executive bodies and executive authori-
ties of the subjects of the Russian Federation in implementing Presidential decisions
related to national security;

e Assessing the effectiveness of federal executive bodies operating in the nati-
onal security domain (YTBepmaeHo Ykasom lMpesnperta Poceuiickoii Pepepaumnn 2020).

The Council consists of permanent members who have equal voting rights in
decision-making and members with consultative voting rights. Additionally, since
2011, a Scientific Council has been established under the Security Council to provide
scientific, methodological, and expert-analytical support for the activities of the
Council, its working bodies, and its staff ([Tonomenne o HayuHom cosete npu Cosete
BesonacHoctn Poccuiickoin depepauun 2011).

The current National Security Council (NSC) system of Georgia is based on the
conceptual principles of the U.S. National Security Council (NSC). The foundation of
Georgia’s national security is the integration of domestic, foreign, and military poli-
cies. According to Article 99, part 1 of the Georgian Constitution, the President of
Georgia forms and chairs the National Security Council to organise the country’s
armed forces and defense (The Constitution of Georgia 2020). According to part 2
of the same article, the procedure for the formation and functioning of the National
Security Council is defined by constitutional law.

After Georgia transitioned to a parliamentary republic model of governance, a
number of legislative and sub-legislative acts were passed to define the scope of is-
sues within the jurisdiction of the Council. These include:

¢ Developing Georgia’s defence strategy

e Matters directly related to the improvement of defence and the formation of
the armed forces

e Issues related to armed attacks against Georgia and declarations of war

e Matters concerning emergency situations

e The adoption of orders equivalent to the law in case of wartime or emer-
gency situations

¢ The planning of the armed forces formation and submission for Presidential
approval

e Appointments and dismissals of key commanders of the armed forces

e Developing proposals related to international conflict zones
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e Assessing the appropriateness of participation in security measures con-
ducted outside the country in accordance with treaties ratified by Georgia

e Regulating matters related to the entry, movement, and exit of another
state’s armed forces in special cases defined by law

e Matters concerning the military preparedness of the armed forces (Alapish-
vili 2018, 205-206).

The Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) of the Islamic Republic of Iran
was established in 1979 following the Islamic Revolution. The legal basis for the acti-
vities of this body is Article 176 of the Constitution, which assigns the following key
functions to the Supreme National Security Council:

e Formulating policies related to the country’s defence and security under the
leadership’s decision

¢ Coordinating military, political, economic, social, and cultural activities with
the objective of securing the nation’s defence and national security interests

o Utilising the Republic’s material and spiritual resources to counteract both
internal and external security threats (Po3os 2006).

Currently, the Supreme National Security Council of Iran includes the Supreme
Leader of the Republic (the head of the council) and 11 members: the President of
the Islamic Republic of Iran (the chairman of the council), two representatives of the
Supreme Religious Leader, the Speaker of Parliament, the Head of the Judiciary, the
Minister of Defence, the Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces, the Minis-
ters of Foreign Affairs, Interior, and Information, the Chairman of the Committee on
Planning and Administrative Organization, and the Secretary of the Supreme Natio-
nal Security Council.

The organisation and activities of the Supreme Council are based on territorial
operational principles. Structurally, the distinctive feature of this body is the exis-
tence of two separate councils: the Security Council (regarding national security is-
sues, which is not only advisory but also has a certain degree of executive authority,
chaired by the Minister of Internal Affairs) and the Defence Council (an advisory body
on military issues, chaired by the Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces).

In all territorial units of the Republic, local security councils operate, consisting
of the provincial governor (as the chairman of the council), the representative of the
Supreme Leader, the head of the local department of the Ministry of Information,
the commander of the local Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), the heads of
local law enforcement agencies, and the commander of the local military unit.

The Security Council is considered an advisory body and, to a certain extent, an
executive body concerning national security issues. The Security Council performs
the following distinct functions: reviewing and analysing crucial information related
to security issues, promoting security, and engaging in a comprehensive discussion
of political, social, economic, judicial, and cultural issues. It also proposes changes
to the operations of various state bodies related to security issues in cases of inter-
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nal political changes or the presence of external threats. Additionally, upon instruc-
tion from the Supreme National Security Council, the Security Council develops
programmatic projects to ensure national security.

The Defence Council is an advisory body on military matters in Iran. Its activi-
ties cover the following areas: proposing draft decisions to the Supreme Comman-
der on declaring war and concluding peace, recommending candidates for high-
ranking military positions, defining forms and methods of interaction between the
armed forces, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), law enforcement
agencies, and civilian authorities, as well as coordinating the collaboration of various
departments and state bodies on military research, construction work, military tech-
nology, and armaments production (Supreme Defense Council (SDC)).

It should be noted that in recent years, with the intensification of Iran’s nuclear
issues, the role of the Supreme National Security Council of Iran has significantly
increased. Currently, the Iranian leadership has delegated the primary responsibility
for conducting negotiations with relevant international organisations and other coun-
tries on this matter to the Supreme National Security Council rather than to the Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs.

Poland’s National Security Council is the advisory body to the President of the
Republic on both internal and external security issues (National Security Bureau of
Poland, About the National Security Council). The main function of the NSC is to
examine and form opinions on matters related to national security, particularly the
general guidelines for state security, principles and directions of foreign policy, di-
rections for the development of the armed forces, external security issues, and the
neutralisation of threats directed at internal security and resources.

Currently, members of Poland’s National Security Council ex officio include:
the Speaker of the Lower House, the Speaker of the Senate, the Prime Minister of
Poland, the Deputy Prime Minister-Economics Minister, the Head of the National
Security Bureau, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, National Defence, Internal Affairs,
Administration and Digitization, as well as the leaders of political forces that have
received a passing vote in the legislative body during a particular period.

Within the framework of the National Security Council (NSC) of the Republic of
Poland, the National Security Bureau (NSB) operates. In general, the National Secu-
rity Bureau assists the President of the Republic of Poland on security and defence
matters, based on the President’s obligations as the supreme representative of the
Republic of Poland and the guarantor of the continuity of the state. The President is
also responsible for the direct implementation of the Constitution, the protection of
state authority and security, and ensuring the inviolability and territorial integrity of
Poland. The tasks and duties of the NSB also stem from the President’s constitu-
tional functions as the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces (National Security
Bureau of Poland).
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Studying Israel’s experience within the parliamentary system established in Ar-
menia is important, as Israel is also situated in a geopolitically complex region and is
constantly at risk of resuming military operations (Enpwugjwu 2016, 10). Israel’s
National Security Council was established by Government Decision No. 4889 on
March 7, 1999, and was enshrined in the National Security Council Law on July 29,
2008 (Israel Executive Branch: National Security Council, Israel Government Press
Office). It functions as a coordinating, integrating, advisory, and supervisory body
on national policy issues, working for the Israeli Prime Minister (the NSC is located
next to the Prime Minister’s residence in Jerusalem). The Council’s head reports
directly to the Prime Minister. In Israel, where the possibility of resuming military
operations constantly threatens the state and its people, the government (Prime Mi-
nister) is supported by what is called the “Small Cabinet” (also known as the Politi-
cal-Military Cabinet or Security Cabinet).

The National Security Council operates with a three-tier interdepartmental hie-
rarchical system:

e The first tier is at the expert level, where security-related issues are raised
through the coordination of deputy ministers.

e At the middle level, a consultative body is formed with the relevant minis-
tries’ first deputies to facilitate the maturation and thorough development of deci-
sions related to defence policy, as well as internal and external security subfields.

e The highest body, the National Security Council, has two key functions. As a
collegial body, it is headed by the Prime Minister, and it conducts consultations un-
der the leadership of the National Security Council Secretary.

The main bodies governing the Armenian defence and security operational sys-
tem and the hierarchical relationships between them are defined by the Constitution
of the Republic of Armenia and the laws. The Constitution is the fundamental law of
the state, which sets out the basic rules for the relationship between the individual
and the state, as well as the organisation of state authority.

Formation, operational agencies and functions of the National Security
Council of the Republic of Armenia

The legal and organisational formation of the National Security Council was
completed in 2008 with the relevant legal acts issued by the President of the Repu-
blic of Armenia, which included the approval of the Council’s statutes and those of
its staff. The main directions of the National Security Council’s activities were largely
determined by the provisions of Armenia’s national security strategy.

The working bodies of the National Security Council were the interdepartmen-
tal commissions, which were established to address the issues assigned to the Coun-
cil. These commissions were created based on both functional and territorial charac-
teristics. The interdepartmental commissions of the Council were responsible for
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preparing proposals and guarantees to be presented to the Council, with their main
focus being on internal and external political matters related to national security.

The constitutional reforms adopted by referendum on December 6, 2015,
marked a significant departure from the changes made in 2005 (<< Uwhdwuw-
npniejwu thnihnfunieiniuutip 2015). The reforms transitioned Armenia from a se-
mi-presidential system to a parliamentary system of governance, which inevitably led
to changes in the management of the defence sector. As a result of the shift in the
governance model, the role of the President in the country’s defence and security
system was significantly reduced, while the Prime Minister was granted substantial
new powers, in line with the essence of a parliamentary system.

From the strategic decision-making perspective, the constitutional reforms also
expanded the role of the National Security Council (NSC) in managing the defence
sector. The National Security Council is a state body responsible for making deci-
sions on matters related to the main directions of defence policy. Decisions related
to defence policy are signed by the Prime Minister and the Minister of Defence (de-
cisions not related to defence policy are signed by the Prime Minister and the Secre-
tary of the National Security Council).

The members of the National Security Council include:

e Prime Minister,

o First Deputy Prime Minister,

e Deputy Prime Ministers,

e Secretary of the National Security Council,

¢ Minister of Defence,

¢ Minister of Foreign Affairs,

e Director of the National Security Service,

e Chief of Police,

Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces («Uujwmwugnipjwt funphpnh
Ywqdwynpdwu b gnpdniubnyewt dwuhu» << optiup 2018).

The National Security Council is tasked with strategic defence planning and re-
view, approving the development of the Armed Forces, as well as the development
of other armed forces, military mobilisation, and deployment plans, as well as the
operational equipment for the defence of Armenia’s territory and civil defence na-
tional plans («Mwownwwuntejwu dwuhu» ££ opbup 2017).

Thus, the National Security Council holds exceptional importance as a body that
supports the implementation of the functions of the guarantor of national security.
First, the National Security Council is the only constitutional body (as stipulated by
the fundamental laws), albeit of an advisory nature, which the state leaders are obli-
gated to form and lead by the force of the Constitution. The formation and dissolu-
tion of all other advisory bodies are at the discretion of the country’s leaders; howe-
ver, this is not the case for the Security Council. It is a permanently functioning
mandatory constitutional body.
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Second, the head of state is required to personally preside over the National
Security Council, which includes representatives of the highest state authorities (for
example, according to the 1995 and 2005 Constitutions of the Republic of Armenia,
the President of the National Assembly, the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minis-
ters, the President of the Constitutional Court, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and
all heads of the law enforcement agencies, including the Minister of Defence, the
Chief of Police, and the Director of the National Security Service). According to the
2015 Constitution and the Law on the Formation and Activities of the National Secu-
rity Council, the members include the Prime Minister, the First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, the Deputy Prime Ministers, the Secretary of the National Security Council, the
Minister of Defence, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Director of the National
Security Service, the Chief of Police, and the Chief of the General Staff of the Ar-
med Forces.

Third, the Council operates through sessions, which can be held either in open
or closed sessions and are convened as necessary but at regular intervals. Decisions
on the issues discussed by the Council are made and take effect upon approval by
the President of the Council - the head of state. The organisational support of the
Council’s complex and multifaceted ongoing activities is carried out by the Council’s
Secretary, who is appointed and dismissed by the heads of state and is directly su-
bordinate to them. To ensure the smooth functioning of the Council, a Secretariat
(currently an office in the Republic of Armenia) has been established, which is ma-
naged by the Secretary of the Council.
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